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PREFACE.

OTHING can be more wortly

of a rational creature, than to en-
Jdeavour, by every mean in his power, to
promote the knowiedge and pradiice of
virtue.” This is the profeffed aim of the
moralift and the divine; and unlefs the
philofopher and hiftorian keep this end
inview, their fpeculations and refearciies,
though they may gratify the curiofity
natural to the human mind, fail in that
which is of much greater confequence;—
the imprefling upon it a fenfe of its true
dignity, and exciting in the brez® a de-
fire of being and of doing good.

The ftudy of hiftory is very pleafice
to the gencrality, and may be made the
vehicle of conveying much of tlat vl-
ful knowledge which renders the heart

a2 better,
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better, Biography is a {pecies of hiftory
which gives a writer fome peculiar ad-
vantages, who weculd teach men to be
good by examples. "T'he hiftorian muft
attend principally to great cvents, which
afie¢t mankind only at large. But the
biographer may enter into the walks of
private life, and exhibit charadters in-
terefting to us as individuals, An ac-
quaintance with hiftory may enable a man
to fhine inconverfation ; but a knowledge
of biography will tend more to improve
the heart. Now, to rcnder biography
pleafing, there ought to be both variety
and dignity in the altions of the perfon
whofe life is recorded ; without variety
the reader cannot be plealed, and unlefs
there be dignity he will be difgufted.
My idcas of dignity are not, however,
confined to fuch a&ions, as obtain the
applaufe of the unthinking part of man-
kind. In my opinion, that man acts with
truc dignity, who performs all the kind
and beneficent offices for his fellow crea-
tures which he poflibly can, and exerts
himielf to the very utmoft in doing good.
Many fuch charaéters have exifted, and,
1 hope, do {lill exift; but few, I believe,
if any, will be found to equal him

, whofe
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whofe life is contained in thefe fheets,
and well deferves to be made known, as
exhibiting a pattern fit to be propofed for
gcneral imitation.

Accounts of kings and conquerors are
not very interefting to the bulk of man-
kind. Very few are likely to be in fitua-
tions, which may call for the exercife of
the caution to be learned from their
errors, or to imitate thofe acticns which
renderea them illuftrious. From fuch ac-
counts, however, many ufeful leflons may
be drawn, and that very important one
amongft others, 'the duty of contentment
in a lower ftation. Thofc who are a
little converfant wirh hiftory, will learn
that digrity and power, however jufily
acquirec, are conftantly attended with
numberlefs cares; and if injuftice and
tyranry, o- artifice and fraud have been
ufed to " wtain them, every friend to
virtue aohors or defpifes the hero and
the prince, and learns to be happy in
obfcurity, and to reft {atisfied though con-
fined to the hurmbler duties of private
and domcttic life. To read of men who
have diftinguifhed themfelves by their
gentus, their learning, and their applica-
tion is very pleafing ; and when thefe

a3 talents
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ta:uts have been employed in the fervice
~f mankind, aid doing good appears to
liave been more their defire than the
caaifition of fame, the honeft and up-
right of cvery degree both love and
reverence their names and memeories.
Put to that, which, in an hifterical view,

s thuir chicf crrament few can afpire.
el in’ses el cies. th g Lc.the
Mmooz ey hod Lind, were ver Joh gs all
1*"3.' ;,,,'.'_'. . lowes ot b el Tpoof
JueClaliery Rnovii e 1oy @i Cr
iuencc, that le atirad.ed Lign clteem
frcry o many «f i contem sorevics of
great Lote and eminence; he gaindd
Loncurzble fame by a diligent arplcation
to bufineds, a prevalisg incli-ation to do
goed, and a forious atteution to th: pre-~

cests of cur holy religion. Ris finl wes
cetin a fine mnu!d asd cvir i forced
by thelaws and x t.‘l“ exan:pit o o ius,
ail the worthy c..lnommrs of l s rihl
roie tothe kighodt degx ee of improvemert,
and in him we may fve to what digrity
and honour a tradcimar can altain, with-
out being ever clcvated above that rank.
T'he principal {fource of my informa-
tion, with refpe& to the particulars I
lave related, has been a former life of
this

ey
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this worthy man, intitled Z%e Lifé of
Myr. Thomas Firming late Citizen of London..
written by one of his moft intimate acquain-
tance. 'The fame was publifhed in 1698,
which waswithina yearafter Mr, Firmin’s
death. Intimate acquaintance are often-
timespartial,butthereisnottheleaftreafon
to doubt the truth of theleadinga&ions of .
Mr. Firmin’s life, fince they were of pub-
lic notoriety, are confirmed by contempo-
rary hiftorians, by authentic records, and
have been again and again related in va-
rious biographical worksof thehigheft re-
pute and authority. The original life has
been long outof print andisbecome {carce,
thofe who have feen it will, unlefs I am
deceived, think with me, that Mr. Fir-
min’s public {pirited and beneficent ac-
tions may be related in a more regular,
perfpicnous and ftriking manner, thanis
done in the account given of them by his
friend. I am at the fame time fully con-
vifdced, that my attempt falls very fhort
of doing juftice to the fubjeét: but un-
til a beiter hiftory of Mr. Firmin’s life
be publifhed, I hope that this, however
imperfelt, will not be entirely ufelefs, as it
may be a means of bringing fome few at
leaft into an acquaintance with a cha-

a4 ralter
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rater which deferves to be univerfally
known.

If the fhort hiftories which are here
given of fome eminent perfons fhould ap-
pear, to any rcaders, not fufficiently con-
nected with the principal defign of this
work, yet I hope fuch will not be fevere
in their cenfures. WNone are mentioned
but thofe with whom Mr. Firmin was
particularly conne&ed, and as his for-
ming thefe connetions redounded not a
little to his honour, I thought a few
particulars concerning them, however
well known to the learned, might be
agreeable to thofe whofe improvement I
had principally in Vview when compiling-
this worsk. My own tafte may perhaps
have mifled my judgment, for nothing
is {o pleafing to me in works of any kind
as anecdotes relating to perfons of dif~
tinguifhed merit. 1 have likewife the
authority of Dr. Birch on my fide, whefe
life of Archbifhop Tillot{on, which hath
been very well received by the public, is
remarkable forthe notice therein taken of
the Archbifthop’s friends. I have been alfo
pretty free in making remarks and ob-
fervations on the various incidents which
I thought worthy to be recorded. Some

choofe
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choofe to throw remarks of this kind in-
to notes, which I believe caufes them to
be oftentimes overlooked. Others choofe
to interfper{e ‘them with the hiftory it-
felf, which in my judgment isthe method
moft likely to imprefs, upon the minds of
readers, thofe {fentiments 'which an au-
thor fhould with to convey. I am moft
coacerned leaft they fhould be thought
too numcrous, or not fufficiently perti-
nent. - Not that this is my opinion of
them, if {o, it would have been folly to
have publifhed them to the world: but
I well know how partial a man is to his
own fentiments, and his own method of
writing, and therefore 1fhould fubmit my
judgment.to that of the Public; and en-
deavour, as far as my knowledge and
ability extended, to confult the general
tafte, as to the methea of conveying my -
idcas. To pleafe all is indced impoflible ;
my hichiclt evy e&ations will be anfwered;
if the carlid a~a judicious thould regard
this attvm“‘ as in fome dep ,e worihy
of thriv .covr gement and recorimen-
datirn,

Some, perh ps, may imagine that an
attachme ¢ to Mr. Firn- n’s peculiar re-
ligious fentiments, and a defire of pro-

moting
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moting a regard to them in others,
might be a principal inducement with
me to republifh his life. Such will be
miftaken, for the opinions with refpect
to our blefled Saviour, which Mr. Fir-
min efpoufed and maintained, were dif-
ferent from thofe which I have adopted
and {till adhere to. I am, however, very
free to acknowledge, that the fincere and
ardent love of truth, which appeared to
reign in his breaft, hath greatly increafed
my veneration for him, and it wonld be
well if all would feek after truth with
“that diligence which he did, for what-
cver might be the refult of their in:
quiries, the principle by wkich they

were aftuated would be a noble one.
I could have quoted many more au-
thorities in fupport of the fa&s which
are related, but I thought it unneceflary,
fince thofc produced are quite {ufiicient
to eftablifh the truth of them; and it
would be ufelefs to refer to feveral aun-
thors, for the proof of that againft which
0 one wil obje@. Whatever fuulis
there may be in the compofition, the
reader may be affured that the utmoft
fidelity has bcen ufed in the narration,
nor inaeed have 1 been underthe leaft
temp-
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temptation to fet off the hero of my
work with borrowed ornamcnts. To
make Mr. Firmin’s charalter the object
of general admiration, it needs only to be
placed in its true light. This I have en-
deavoured to do, and though my attempt
may incur cenfure, vt it will aford me
no little confilat’en, iviny private ftudies
arc rendered in the fiadeft degree fub-
{fervient to the intire.s of virtue arnd
religlon.

1 ¢.0uld be guilty of #n vnpardoncbie
onmifion, if I did not acknowledge my
obligations, to the Rev. Dr. Kippis of
Lonoon, and the ilev. Mr. Bretland of
Excter, whete vory fricraly remarks and
ob{irvetions have centributed much to-
wamis Yhe improvemint of my work.
T'he fanlts which revain, are not to be
imputed to either of thefe- Gentlemen;
bt bad it not been for their advice and
aliiftcnce, the criticel reader would have
mt with many merce.  As to the {en-
tirwerss o whateverlind, which I have
al.areed, my worthy and honoured
fricnds are by no means to .be thought
aslwercble for them: they are both
poflciled of an amiable candour of mind,
which difpofes them to ferve any one

fincerely
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fineerely intent on benefiting the public,
whether all his ideas with refpe to fub-
jetts of debate are confonant to theirs or
not. Dr. Kippis, who is excelled by no
one in the knowledge of biography, en-
couraged me much to draw up this Life
of Mr. Firmin, by declaring it to be his
opinion that {uch a publication might be
very ufeful; adding, that he thought AZr.
Firmin to have been one of the beft men
that ever lived,

CONTENTS



C ONTENT S.

CHAP L PAGEL

M. Firmin's Dirth and Parentage.—
His behaviour in his Apprentice-
Jhip.—He marries, and lives in a
very hofpitable Manner.~—Brief Ac-
counts concerning fome of the moft
noted amongft his Adcquaintance. 1

CHAP IL

Mr. Firmin becomes a Widower, but
Joon marvies again.—His Kindnefs
to his Relations.—His ufeful Ser-
vices to the Poor.—=Some dccount
of Mr. Gouge, whofe benevolent
Scheme was purfued with great
Sucuﬁ by Mr. Firmin—His Hu-
manity to imprifoned Debtors.—
His Care and Attention to diftreffed
Families. 20

CHAP.



xii CONTENTS.
PAGE
CHAP IL

Mr. Firmin's Attention to Clrift's
Church and St. Thomass Hofpi-
tals;—io the Iriflk and French Re-
ﬁzgeer,———and to other Public and
Private Charities.—Some Account

of Biflwop Compton. 59
CHAP. IV.

Mr. Firmin's undaunted Zeal in the
Service of his C'ozmtr_y as a Poli-
tician and a Patriot.—His Enmzty
to all kinds of Licentioufnefs :—his
Endeavours to promote Virtue and
Piety :—hisftrong Abhorrence of the
Crime of Swearing, and the Method
which he ufed to check this Vice in
any of his Acquaintance. &g

CHAP V.

An Account of Mr. Firmin's religious
Sentiments, and of his pions En-
deavours to promote what appeared
zo him to be the true Docirines of
the Gofpel.—His great Kindiefs to
M. Biddle, z‘ogetﬁcr with fome

Meimnoirs



CONTENTS. xiil

PAGE
Memoirs of that extraordinary Man.
—The Friendfhip of Archbifhop
Tillotfon and Biflwp Fowler for
Mr. Fzrmm, with fome Particulars
concerning thefe eminent and worthy
Divines.—0Other Inflances of Mr.
Firmin's Charity to the Sufferers

Jor Religion. {34

CHAP VL

Mr. Firmin's Szcknq/} and Deat/t~—
He is attended in his laft Ilinefs by
Bifhop Fowler, of whom a fhort
Aecount is given—The Refpect paid
to Mr. Firmin’s Memory by Lady
Clayton.~—Reflections on his Charac-
ter, with fome Extradls from a
Sermon preached on Occafion qf his
Deceafe, 145

ADVER-



ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Author lives at fuch a diftance
from London, that he could not under-
take to corre& the errors of the prefs,
and therefore hopes that the reader will
not impute any miftakes of this kind, if
any fuch there be, to ncghgencc or inat-
tention in him.
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MR. THO MAS FIRMIXN.

cCImHaA?P L

Mr. Firmin'’s Birth and Parentage. Fis
Behaviour in his  rpprenticefhip. He
marries, and lives in a very lofpitable
Manner. Brief Accounts concerning fome
of the moft noted amongfl his Acquaint-
ance.

R. THOMAS FIRMIN was born |

at Ipfwich (a very large and po-
pulous town in the county of Suffolk), in
the month of June, 1632. His parents,
Henry and Prudence Firmin, as they did
not abound inwealth, {o neither were they
in ftrait or mean circumftances ¥. They
were in that middle ftation, which con-
¥ Life, page 3, 6.

A tains



( 2)

tains all that is valuable and defireable in
wealth, without the temptations and dan-
gers, to which wealth expofcs men. This
condition of life many perfons of wifdom
and experience have thought favourable
to virtue above any other. The parents
of the worthy man; whofe life we arc
now entering upon, proved, at leaft in
one inftance, the jultice of this remark;
for on'accountof their fobricty, diligence,
and good condudt, the effects of their
piety, they were, held in great efteem and
reputation. They were of the number
of thofc then called Puritans, by the
loofe and ignorant vulgar, who ufed to
deem aflfe@ed and precifc, {uch as were
mcre confcientious,devout and exemplary
than -ordinary, even though . profefled
members of the Church of England.
Mr. Firmin, we may naturally {fuppofe, -
was carefully inftruéted by his pious
parents in all moral.and religious duties;
but, as nothing remarkable is recorded of
him during the years of his childhood,
we muft pafs on to the time, when being.
of a proper age he was bound apprentice
to a tradefman in London *. His beha-

¥ Life, page 6, 7. .
viour
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viour in this fituation was diligent and
obliging, and he wasforemarkably nimble
in all his motions, and fo. quick and rcady
in taking down, opening goods, &c. that
many called him “ /e Spirit.”

In making bargains, his words and
manner of addrefs were {o pleafing and
refpeétful, that afer {fome time the cufto-
niers chote rather to deal with Thomas,
than with the mafter of the fhop ; aud,
when there happened any little difpute
ebout the wvalue .of a commodity, he
would decide. it to the {atisfaltion of both
his mafter and the cuftomer.

It would be much to the credit amd
advantage ‘of all apprentices to imitate
him in thefe particulars. ,

Nothing recommends a youth {o much
as diligence inhis mafter’s bufinefs, ac-
companied with an obliging deportment
towards all thofe who have .any dealings
with him. Seafons and occafions may
alfo happen, when 2 young man may find
it of the utmoit fcrvice to have gained
the favourable opinion of thefe with
whom he is conneéted. Mr.. Firmin mct
with one very difagreeable cvent-in the
courfe: of- bis {ervitude : the elder ap-
prentice took five pounds of .his maftar’s

Az nioney,
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money, and laid it to young Firmin’s
charge. Whether the imputation was
believed or not the friend who wrote
his life was uncertain. ¢ Probably * ({ays
he) it was not.” "The reafons of this pro-
bability are very evident. If a young
man be idle, {ullen, and negle&tful of his
mafter’s intereft, any ill thing is eafily be-
lieved concerning him. On the contrary,
where there is any room to hope, all are
ready to favour one, who recommends
him{elf by thofe qualities which are pro-
per for his ftation. However of Mr.
Firmin’s innocence in this affair no doéubt
remains.

‘T'he elder apprCﬂthC was fhortly after
this tranfadtion {eized with a mortal fick-
nefs, and before he died made confeflion,
that it was he himfelf who had taken and
{pent the money, Mr. Firmin not having
been in the leaft degree privy to it. Thus
was his innocence made apparent to all
the confcioufnefs of which, as may bc
eafily fuppofed, was a moft noble {upport
to his own mind, whilft he lay under
the charge..

Mr. Firmin, as foon as the term of lus
apprentlceﬂup expired, began. to trade

* Life, page 8.
. , ; for
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for himfelf, fetting out with the very
{mall ftock of one hundred pounds *. But
he was poffefled of thofe qualities, which
are generally found.to be more {ervice-
able to a man than a large capital. Thofe
qualities were fidelity, induftry, and
amiable manners,’ ‘which had recom-
mended him to the love and efteem of all
thofe who dealt with his mafter, or lived
in the neighbourhood. He alfo ftood high
in the opinion of the merchants; and,
having made a large acquaintance who-
were attached to his intereft, purely on
account of his merit, he {peedily over--
came the difficulties, whichufually attend
thofe who enter upon bufinefs with very
little money of their own. Parents and
friendsoften make themfelves very uneafy,
from an apprehenfion,” that the trifling
fums, with which thofe for whom' they
are concerned fet out in life, will be en-.
tirely inadequate to their wants, and pre-
vent them from ever rifing much above
ftraits and difficulties. But it frequently
happens that this feeming difadvantage,
by leading a man to obferve the neceflity
of being diligent, attentive, and obliging, -

* Life, page g.
- Ag proves
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proves the very means of advancing him;
whilft thofe, who, depending on tlieir
own fortunes, negle& the furer methods
of thriving, and difappoint the hopes
which their relations had been led toform. -
No ftock, how great foever, can render a
man {uccefsful in trade, without the con-
currence of thofe qualities, which beget:
confidence and refpeé. .If a youth be of
an amiable difpofition, and have a turn
for bufinefs, there is but little caufe for
anxiety as to his future welfare,

In the year 1660, Mr. Firmin married
a citizen’s daughter with five hundred
pounds as. a portion, which though not
a large fum, was to him who knew fo
well how to improve it, a valuable ac-
quifition.

The great expenfe of fupporting a
family in. this age of diflipation and
luxury renders many young traders, and
indeed perfons of all. profeflions, very
averfe from matrimony. But it is to
be hoped, that, notwithftanding the pre-
vailing love of pleafure, there are f{till
many amongit our fair countrywomen,
who are fond 'of domeftic life, and of all
thofe duties which may render it com-
for tablc and agreeable. Such a one, even

without
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withont a fortune, is a treafure in herfelf,
and will be more likely, upon the whole,
to fave expenfes than to increafe them.
Young men of warm paflions are expofed
to temptations, which {mall degrees of
virtue and refolution are not able to
withftand ; and, putting religion out of
the queftion, none but the unthinking
and {uperficial wounld recommend the too
common method of fatisfying the fenfual
defires. How much the health is endan-
gcred thercby all are fenfible, and the
expenfes attending fuch a courfe have
ruined thoufands. Befides, occafional con-
verfe with the abandoned part of the
female {ex, very frequently begets an ill
opinion of every woman ; {o that thofe
who have been ufed to the company of
proftitutes, lofe all relifh for the delicate
pleafures of virtuous love ; and, if they
find it convenient to marry, have {cldom
that refpect and efteem for a wife, which
is neceflary to render the nuptial ftate a
happy one.

In general, thofe, who inveigh moft
warmly againft the vanity, inconftancy
and frailty of the female fex, have con-
verfed pretty freely with the worlt part
of them. There are but few cafes and

Ag circumftances,
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circumftances, in which it will not be the
moft prudent and economical way of
proceeding -to marry early in life; but
fhould any thing particular render this
inexpedient, the wifeft courfe will be, to
win the affetions of fome chafte and
virtuous female, to be attached folely to
her as a lover, and, as foon as affairs will
permit, to become her hufband. Thus
will the purity of the mind and the health’
of the body be preferved, the expenics
attending irregular courfes be avoided,
and a fair profpeét of happinefs be ever
in view as an excitement to apphcatlon
and dxhgence

Mr. Firmin, when he became a houfe—
keeper, was difcreet and prudent, yet he
practifed in an eminent degree that good
old Englifh virtue hofpitality. From his
firft entrance on'bufinefs he fought all
opportunities of becoming acquainted
with perfons of learning. and worth,
whether foreigners or his own country-
men, and more efpecially with minifters *.
He was feldom without fome of the laft
fort at his table, which, though attended

with expenfe, anfwered, as he thought,
* Life, page g. :
very
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very valuable ends. Their converfation
helped to inform and enlarge his mind,
and their friendthip was of great ufe to
him afterwards, in ferving and aflifting
the poor, which was the delight and
pleafure of his life. For having a large
acquaintance, he 'was enabled to procure.
the powerful intereft of fome,.and the
liberal contributions of others, towards
forwarding liis important and charitable
defigns. .

Mr. Firmin was fettled in- Lombard’
Strect, in the parifh of St. Mary Wool-
noth, the minifters of which parifh-were
firt Mr. Samuel Jacomb and then Dr.
Outram. With thefe two excellent-
preachers and learned men, he maintain--
cd a clofe correfpondence. Mr. Jacomb
was a divine of a free temper and genius,
not confining himfelf to the aucient
fyftems, but inclined to -morc liberal no--
tions *." He died in the thirtieth vear of'
his age; fo that the world had not long
the bencfit of his Jabours. Now alfo it
was that Mr. Firmin became- intimate
with thofe very celebrated  divines-
VWhicheote, ' Worthington, Wilkins, and.
T.illotfon.

Sce Birch’s Life of Tillotfon, page 396,
Ag Dr. Benjamin



( 10 )

Dr. Benjamin Whichcote was defcend-
ed from an ancient and reputable family
in the county of Salop; he was born in
March, 1609, and in 1626 was admitted
a ftudent of Emanuel College Cambridge,
of which he was elected fellow in 1633,
and became a moft excellent tutor. Dr.
Samuel Collins, Provoft of King’s College
in that Univei‘ﬁty, being ejected by the
parliament viﬁtoré, Dr. Whichcote was
admitted to it in March, 1644. Dr. Collins
was pleafed to fee a man of fuch learn-
ing and virtue fucceed him; and Dr.
Whichcote, who rather ferupled at firft
to accept this place, was at length pre-
vailed upon to do it, and made it appear
that his view was more to ufefulnefs
than wordly profit; for he punctually
paid his predeceflor half the income *.
He preached a lefture for twenty years
at Trinity church in Cambridge, ufing
his utmoft endeavours to promote a {pirit
of fober- piety, and rational religion 4.
"The happy eftelts of his pains appeared
in the fine talents and excellent perfor-
mances of fo many eminent preachers
after the Reftoration, moft of whom, and

" * Biographical Difionary. /
+ Tillotfon’s Sermon on his death.
Tlllotfon
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Tillotfon amongft the reft, had received
their education at Cambridge, and been
formed at leaft, if not atually brought
up, by him. Others have fince copied
from, and in fome refpeéts improved up-
on thefe excellent models; f{o that D1
Whichcote had the honour of :

the way to that folid, vfeful, -pri- . ¢
way of preaching, which is now ac; T
by the learned of all parties. In ilx -
1662, he was chofen minifter of St. Ar
Black-Friars, in London, where he .
tinued till the great fire in 1666, whe
his church was burnt down; but f{oen
after he was prefented by the Crown to
the vicarage of St. Lawrence Jewry,
where he continued in high reputation
till his death, which happened in May,
1683, in the 73d year of his age.

Bifhop Burnet, amongft other things
greatly to his honour, fays of him; ¢ That
“ he fet young ftudents on confidering
¢ the Chriftian Religion, as a doftrine
“ {fent from God, both to elevate and
“ {wecten human nature, in which he
“ wac a great example as well as a wife
« and kind inftructor, *¥” Scle&t fermons

* Hiftory of his own times, vol, L. p. 186. fol. ¢
o
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of Dr. Whicheote’s were publithed in the
year 1698, by the famous Earl of Shattct-
ibury author of the Characteriftics. "T'he
Earl wrote an extraordinary preficc
to them, in which he not only {peaks in
the lngheﬂ terms of the Docror, but ap-
pears in the light of a warm friend to
geniune Chriftianity, of the excellent na-
ture and tendency of which he had form-
ed a very high opinion *.. It is to be
lamented that his Lordfhip having fuch
fentiments of the Gofpel, as he there cx-
prefles, fhould have dropped any thing in
his writings to depreciate the New Tef-
tament. But when a defire of obtaining
literary fame is the ruling paffion, writers
are ftrongly inclined to advance what is
new, even in oppofition to what is ufe-
ful. To this defire may be afcribed many
of thofe free things, which ingenious men
have advanced, and the enemies of re-
ligion and virtue have been glad to lay
hold of. Thofe who are poffefled of great
talents, ought to be much on their guard,

when writing on fubjetis of i importance ;
for even a witticifm may injure a good

* The preface is very curious and the whole is in-
ferted in the Biographical D1€t10n4r) under the ar-
ticle Whichcote,

caufc,
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caufe, and a jeft weighs more with moft
men than folid and learned arguments.
'T'hree other volumes of Dr. Whichcote’s
fcrmons have bceen publifhed, and alfo a
collettion of religious and moral apho-
rifms. They do not abound in the orna-
ments of {tyle; what chiefly recommends

them is the excellence of their matter.
Dr. John Worthington, mafter of Jefus
Collegein Cambridge, and preacher at St.
Bennet Fink in London, died in the year
1671 at Hackney, where he had been
chofen le&urer the year before. “ He
“ was ever regarded in a moft amiable
“ light, asa perfet example of unwearicd
¢« diligence and aétivity in his profeflion,
¢ and for the general {ervice of mankind,
“ being furnifhed with a great {tock of all
“ excellent learning proper for a divine;
¢ pious and grave, without morofenefs or
« affectation, as remarkable for his humi-
¢ Jity as his knowledge; zealous in his
¢ friendfhips; charitable beyond the pro-
“ portion of his eftate; univerfally inof-.
¢ fenfive, kind and obliging, even to thofe
“ who differed from him; not paflionate
“ or contcntious in debates or contro-
¢« yerfies of religion; of eminent zeal for
* the promotion of learning and piety,and
, “ indcfatigable
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“ indefatigable in colle@ing, reviewing,
‘“ and publifhing, the worksof Mr. Joleph
‘¢ Mede, which he did with fo much
‘¢ care, that it would be hard to inftance
 either in our own nation, or perhaps
¢ any where elfe, in fo vaft a work, that
¢ was - ever publithed with more ex-
¢« altnefs; by which he raifed up to him-~
¢ felf 2 monument likely to laft as long
¢ as.learning and religion fhall continue
“ in the world *.”

His attention to that valuable publica-
tion, and to the duties of his profeflion,
befides the correfpondence, which he car-
ried on with the learned, took up fo much
time, as to prevent him from obliging
the world with much of his own; befides
a volume of mifcellanies publifthed in oc-
tavo after his death, an excellent cate-
chifm is commonly afcribed to him. This
was drawn up wholly in the words of
Scripture, and not in the phrafes pcculiar
to any party of Chriftians; for he was
{to ufe Bp. Fowler’s expreflion) “a great
“ enemy to man-made divinity.” And
furely the doftrines and duties of the
Gofpel, cannot be better exprefled than in

* Birch’s life of Tillotfon, pagé 377 :
' the
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the words of the infpired writers. The
more thefe are adhered to, the more will
peace and holinefs prevail. Thofe have
ever been in all ages of the church the
moft amiable and  ufeful men, who have
endeavoured in every thing to conform,as
nearly as poffible, to the great ftandard of
truth.

John Wilkins, another of Mr.-
Firmin’s learned friends, was born in
1614, near Daventry in Northampton-
thire. His grandfather by the mother’s fide,
was the good Mr.Dod, well known for his
{ayings, and diftinguifhed likewife by the
fufferings * which he patiently endured,
for refuﬁng a compliance with the many
ceremonies, which Archbifhop Laud and
others endeavoured, with a popifh zeal,
to introduc= into the Church of England.’
Dr. Wilkins was {uch a proficient in
claflical learning, that, at the age of 13 ¥,
he was entered a ﬁudent at New College
in Oxford. In 1656, he married the fifter -
of Oliver Cromwell, and was prefer-
red to the 'maﬁerfhip of Trinity College

#* Neal’s Hiftory of the Punt:;ns
+ Life of Bithop Wilkin’s, preﬁxed to fomc of his
Works, pubh{hcd in O&, 1408,

in
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iir Cambridge by Richard Cromwell in
the year 1659, which office he held but
for a fhort time, being ejected upon the
Reftoration. He- was not favourably
thought' of at the court of Charles 1L
on account of his conneétion with the
Protetor’s family ; and being alfo very-
enlarged as to his religious {entiments,
and defirous of uniting all parties to-
& ~ther by mutual conceflions, his. prefer-
Inent in the church was oppofed by
Archbifhop Sheldon, whofe influence
was great *, The Duke of Buckingham
however fo eﬂ'e&ually recommended him-
to the king, that he was advanced to
the {ee of Chefter in 1668, which high
dignity hé enjoyed but. a fhort time,
dying of the ftone in 1672.

Bifhop Wilkins was not only a great
divine, but alfo a very eminent philofo~
pher. He was one of the firft members,
of the Royal Society, and indefatigable:
in promoting every kind of ufeful know-.
ledge. All his writings were ingenious,
and learned, and many of them.very
curious and entertaining; and he f{tands
amongft the forcmoft of thofe, from

*® Burnet’s Hiftory of his Own Times, vol. L.p.-253-.
wlofe
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whofe ftudies the world has received
immenf{e benefit. The learned of all pro-
feflions loved him; and, what is more,
the greateft and beft qualities are aferib-
ed to him, by fo many eminent and good
men, that he will be one of the illuftri-
ous few, whom the moft diftant times:
and ages will revere *.

Dr. Tillotfon, that great and amiable’
divine, at the tie of Mr. Firmin’s firft-
acqu'untance with him, preached the
Tuefday le€ture at St. Lawrence Jewry,
then fo much frequented by all the
divines of the town, and by a great many-
perfons of quality and diftin&tion, When
obliged to be out of London, as he fre-
quently was, either on bufinefs or for
rclaxation or health, le generally Icft it
to Mr. Firmin to provide preachers for
his le€ture 1 ; and he fulfilled this truft
fo well that there was never any com~
plaint on account of Dr. Tillotfon’s ab-~
fence, fome eminent divine always ap-
pearing in his room. Mr. Firmin was
very fit to undertake this fervice, for
now there was hardly a clergyman of

* For teftimonics In proof of hisuncommon worth,
fee his article in the Biographical Dictionary.
+ Mr, Firmin’s Life, p. 14.

note,
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note, that lived in or frequented London,
with whom he was not become acquaint-
ed. This circumftance enabled him to
render material fervice to many hopeful
young preachers and {cholarsy the can-
didates for {chools, leftures, curacies, or
retories, for whom he would {olicit
with as much affe€tion and diligence as
other perfons are wont to do for relations
and children. -
See here a tradefman, who underﬂ'ood
neither Latin nor Gr cck, logic or philofo-
phy, honoured with the intimacy and
friend{hip of the moft learned and emi-
nent perfons.of the age, and who not-
withftanding differed widely from- him
in opinion as to religious matters, and
were continually attacking his fuppofed
errors of doftrine. But as the clearnefs
of his natural underftanding, joined to
an uncommon folidity of judgment, en-
abled him to refute their arguments, at
leaft to his own fatisfaction {o his fteadi-
nefs in maintaining what he believed to
be the truth did not leffen their regard
for him. Thisis one proof amongft many
others, that the wideft differences in re-
ligious fentiments will never fet good
men at variance, if their natural tempers
be
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be amiable, and they be difpofed to allow
one another the fame liberty of think-
ing and judging, which each claims for
himfelf. What Mr.Firmin’sreligious fen-
timents were, or rather what were hisen-
deavours to propagate them from a con-
viétion of their truth and importance, is
a matter worth knowing. But his great
and extenfive charities, claim our firlt at-
tention, and will create a warm love for
him in the breaft of very benevolent
reader. Such a one no doubt, if a ftran-
ger to his charatter beforc, now_ begins
to reverence it ; for if'a man may be
known by the company he kecps, Mr.
Firmin muft certainly have been a moft
excellent perfon. :

CHAP.



CHAP IL

Ay, Firinin becomes a Widower, but foon
marries again. His Kindnefs to his Re-
lations. His ufeful Services to the Poor.
Some -Account of Mr. Gouge, whofe bene~
volent Scheme was pu _/ued with great

/zcccjf by Mr. Firmin. His Flumanity
to imprifoacd Debtors. His Care and
Attention to diftreffcd Families.

R. FIRMIN had been married but

a thort time, when death deprived

him of his wife. She had brought him
two children, a fon and a daughter, the
former of whom lived to man’s cftate,
bnt died a bachelor about feven ycars
before his father. Biographers have
taken notice of what they call a very re-
markable circumftance with regard to
Mrs. Firmin’s death, in which many will
think, and perhaps very juftly, that there
was nothing at all extraordinary. “ Mr.
“Firmin, it feems, being at Cambridge,
¢« dreamed that he {aw his wife breath-
“jng her laft: whereupon he took horfe
“early
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“ early in the morning for London, and
“ on the way thither, he met the meflen-
¢ ger who was fent to give him notice
¢« of her deceafe *.” God may, without
doubt, in the courfe of his wife provi-
dence, {ee fit, in dreams and vifions of
the night, or when men are cngaged in
their common bufinefs, to fuggelt fuch
thoughts™ to their minds, as may be a
means of doing them real fervice. But
as it does not appear that any wife or
good end could be anfwered by this
dream, as his wife was dead before he
could poﬁibly come to her afliftance,
onght it not to be afcribed to thofe
fancies of the brain of- which no rational .
account has been yet given. The laying
any ftrefs upon dreams, unlefs evident-
ly calculated to anfwer fome valuable
purpofe, only ferves to prop up the old
rotten caufe of fuperftition, every degree
of which may prove a fource of uneafi-
nefs to fome honeft and good minds.

Mr. Firmin, having experienced the
comforts of the married ftate, did not re-
main very long without another partner,

* Life, p. 11, All thofe who have written Mr.
Firmin’s life in Dictionaries, &c. have Lhou"ht fit to
retain this trifling anecdote,

- but
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but as foon as it was decent, paid his ad-
drefles to the daughter of a juftice of the
peace in the county of Effex #. .He had
with this lady, who poflefled all'the qua-
lifications of a good wife, a very confi-
derable portion. God was plcafed to lend
them feveral children. It may properly
be faid Zend, for but one of ‘them lived to
man’s eﬁate, who was named Giles. His
father gave him the whole portion which
his mother hadbrought, and he was
likely to become a refpectable merchant,
but he died; when juft about to emba1k
for Portugal wherc hisbufinefs called for
his préfence.

Mr. Firmin’s firft matrimonial connec-
tion was diffolved in lefs than four years:
as to the -continuance :of the fecond,
which commenced in 1664, no particular
mention is made in any of the accounts
relating to him, and authors have alfo
been filent as to “his charater in the
domeftic relations of a father and a
hufband. That ke filled vp thefe impor-
tant relations in a ‘becoming manner we
have {ufficient reafon ‘to believe from
the whole tenor of his conduét, which

* Life, page 26.
was
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was fuch as to leave no room for the
fufpicion of negligence in any of the
dutiesincumbenton him. It is more cfpe-
cially very worthy of being abferved, that,
when he was poflefled of but a mode-
rate capital, and his manner of living
was attended with confiderable expenfe,
neither of thefe circumftances, nor that
of his having an increafing family pre-
vented him from being a moft kind bro-
ther, uncle and kinfinan *,

There are too many of thofe, whom
the world ftyles good fort of people,
whofe cares center éntirely in themfelves,
and their very ncareft conne&ions; but
true generofity enlarges the heart. What
St. Paul fays to Timothy (as it is well
rendered in the margin of our Bibles;)
“ He that provides not for his own
¢“’kindredis worfe than an infidel +.” was
religioufly attended to by Mr. Firmin. His
loffes by {ome of his relations, for whom
he had advanced money, and his difburfe-
ments for others amounted to very con-
fiderable {ums, and moft of thofe lofles
happened to him juft after his entering
upon bufinefs. But he was difpofed to

* Life,p.12. 4 1 Tim. v, 8.
improve
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improve the pr efent hour, aud not to
defer all his a&s of kindnefs and libera-
lity till he had an abundance. He always
kept his heart open, -and never appears
to have formed a defign of amafling any
particular fum, the aiming at which has
been a means of contra&ing and harden-
ing the hearts of numbers. All fhould
accuftom themfelves, according to their
ability, to do liberal and kind things fre-
quently, and then in all probability their
benevolent difpofitions will increafe with
their riches. This was Mr. Firmin’s
method, and though his knowledge of
and diligence in bufinefs, would foon
have acquired him a very large fortune,
yet, when he arrived to the 44th year
of his age*, he was worth only about
nine thoufand pounds, which was more
by half than he left behind him at his
deceafe +, though -he might have in-
creafed his wealth daily. But fo far was
avarice from growing upon him with
years, that he became more and more in-
different to the world the longer he
lived in it; though he had always that
commendable degree of prudence, which

¥ Life, p, 28, - 4 Life, p.-38.
rendered
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rendered him fo far attentive to his own
intereft, as not only to keep him{cIf out
of all difficulties, but to be enatled alfo
to be doing good to the very laft.

The year 166§ is remarkable in the
Englith annals for a great plague, of
whichthere died in London only, though
perhaps not more than half {o populous
.s at prefent, one hundred thoufand
perfons #. Moft of the wealthy citizens
removed themfclves and their families
into the country, and {o did Mr. Firmin,
but he left a kinfiman in his houfe (fince
it was neceffary that fome one fhould bz
there) with orders to relieve certain of
the poor weckly, and to give them out
ftuftf to employ them in making their
unfual commodities. He forefaw that he
fhould be hard put to it to difpofe of the
large quantities, which thofc poor people
would work off in fo long a time for him
only; but he trufted to the providence
of the Father of mercies, who ‘we may
be fure, obferved with pleafure ard ap-
prebation fuch an inftance of comypailion
and tendernefs. His expetations of being
fome how or other affifted in the diipofal

% Set all the Hiftories of that Time,
B of
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of this great ftock were not difappointed.
On his return to London, a wealthy
chapman, who was much pleafed with
this ufeful and adventurous charity,
made an extraordinary purchale of thefe
goods, and by that means Mr. Firmin
avoided any lofs by then employing the
poor *,

The plague was followed, the next
year, by that dreadful fire, which laid
almoft the whole city of London in afhes,
the churches and public buildings, aswell
as the habitations of the poor and the rich
being involved in one common ruin. Mr.
Firmin’s houfe in Lombard Street was
burned in that great conflagration, but
he immediately took another, with a
warehouf{e belonging to it, in Leaden-
Hall-Street. In this he was fortunate
above many others, fince few could be
accommodated with houfes, the fire hav-
ing {pered but a comparatively {mall
number, which had beea occupied before
this diftrefling event -happened. Moft
perfons were therefore obliged to con-
fine themfielves to firait lodgings, and
lofe the beuefit of their trades, till the

* Life, page 27. . .
mmenie
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immenfe heaps of rubbifth were cleared
away, and new buildings raifed in the
places of the old.

Mr. Firmin was now become a perfon
of note, his noble {pirit and generous
way of trading having greatly recom-
mended him ; and in a few years he {o
improved his ftdck, as to be able to re-
build his own houfe, and almoft the
whole of the court in which he lived.
As foon as” he had performed this duty
tohimfelf and hisfamily, hebegan tobuild
for the benefit of the poor; for whofe
fervice he crected a warehoufe near the
banksof the river Thames#*. In this, corn
ard coals were laid up, to be fold in dear
feafons at a moderate price, that was
never to exceed their firft coft, unlefs the
ftores were aily way damaged by keep-
ing ; in that cafe, the lofs.was to be made
up by felling the reft at a higher rate.
This was a very ufeful charity, and of
much fervice to the objets of it, fince
it prevented them from feeling the in-
conveniences of dearth, which muft ever
be attended with want, when families
are large, and the wages only fufficient

% Life, page 28.

~
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for a bare fupport at cheaper times.
Befides being at the trouble of attending
to this bufinefs, which was not fmall, it
does not appear that Mr. Firmin made
any account of the expenfe he had been
at in building, or of the intereft .of his
moncy which at that time was confider-
able, 8 per cent. being common, and
even 10 being to be had on reafonable
fecurity.

Mr. Firmin very wifely judged that
no charity could be fo ferviceable to the
poor, as that which kept them out of
idlenefs, and therefore in the year 1676,
(at which time it was that his capital
amounted to about nine thoufand pounds)
he did the moft eminent fervice both to
them and the public, by erciting a
warehoufe in Little-Britain near Smith-
field, for the employment of the needy
and induftrious inthe linenmanuofature*,
Dr. Tillotfon mentioned this defign with
great approbation in his funeral fermon
for Mr. Gouge, preached in 1681, which
fermon is preferved amongft the other
works of that celebrated prelate.

% ‘Lifé, page 2g.
“ He
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“He (Mr. Gouge) f{ct the poor of
¢ St. Sepulchre’s parifh, of which he was
“ minifter, to work at his own charge.
“ He bought flax and hemy for themn to
¢ {pin; when fpun, he paid them for their
“ work, and caufed it to be wrought into
¢« cloth, which he fold as he could, him-
¢« {elf bearing the whole lofs. This wasa
¢ very wife and well chofen way of cha-
¢ rity, and in the good effects of it a much
“ greater charity than it he had given
“ to thofe very perfons freely, and for
¢ nothing, fo much as he made them
“ earn by their work: becaufe by this
“means he refcued them from two riolt
¢ dangerous tcmptiations, idlencly wad
“ poverty. .

-« This courfe fo happily devifed and
“ begun by Mr. Gouge, gave, it may be,
¢« the firflt hint to that ufeful and worthy
« citizen Mr. Thomas Firmin, of a mnch
¢ larger defign, which has been managed
“ by him fomc years in this city with
¢ that vigour and good fuccefs, that
“ many hundreds of poor children and
¢ others who lived idle before, unpro-
« fitable both to themfelves and the
¢ public, now maintain themf{elves, and
« are alfo fome advantage to the commu-

B3 “ nity.
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* nity. By the affiftanceé and charity of
“ many excellent and well difpofed
¢ perfons, Mr. Firmin is enabled to bear
“ the unavoidable lofs and charge of {o
¢t vaft an undertaking ; and by his own
“ forward inclination to charity, and un-
¢ wearied diligenceand adtivity, is fitted
“ to {uftain and go through the incre-
« dible pains of it.”

Mr. Gouge was a man moft eminent
for piety and ufefulnefs, and in the tem-
per and difpofition of his mind greatly
refembled Mr. Firmin, who highly ef-
teemed him, and prevailed on him to
live at his houfe #. Never did one houfe
contain two pecrfons of fuch different
ages and profeflions, whofe fouls were
more nearly allied. Both their hearts
were warmed with benevolence and
love, and their mutual friendfhip could
not fail of cherifhing thofe divine prin-
ciples. Mr. Firmin, being the youngeft
by almoft thirty years, muft have derived
great benefit from fuch a connedtion ; and
his a&ivity and zeal undoubtedly afforded
the higheft fatisfaltion to Mr. Gouge,
who could with pleafure devife methods

* Life, page 49. ¢
(o}
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of doing good, when he found anothur
fo ready to execute them. All that one
man could do, he himielf did; and, to
his unfpcakable pleafure, he met with
another ready to adept and purfue every
charitable fcheme, which he, whofe
whole attention was direéted to the
fervice of his fellow creatures, could
point out. To recount all his benevolent
labours ould require a volume; but a
brief memorial may ferve to give us
fome ideas of his excellencies, whom
Mr. Firmin meoft gladly chofe to be a
fellow inhabitant of his manfion.

Mr. Gouge was born in the year 1604,
at Bow in Middlefex, and received his
fchool education at Eton, and his univer-
fity learning at Oxford. He left the uni-
verfity and his fellowfhip, for the living
of Col{den in Surry, where he had not
been long, before he was removed to
the large and populous parifh of St.
Sepulchre’s in London ; of which he was,
for twenty-four years, a moft dxhgcnt
and faithful minifter. He was unwearied
in the laboriousduties of conftant preach-
ing, vifiting the f{ick, and catechizing in
the church all who would come. "To en-
courage the poor (who were generally

B4 the.



( 32 )

the moft ignorant) to feck for inftruction,
be diftributed money amongf{t them once
a-weck, chanpire the day that they
. mright be ob'i « . conftantly to attend.
As for the pu\'.‘ .10 were able to get
their own living, he {et thrm to work,
buying flax and hemp for them to {pin,
which when manufactured he fold as he
could amongft his friends.

The Bartholomew aé obliged lum to
quit his living in 1662 ¥; for he was
diffatisfied with the terms of conformity
then impofed. This was a great lofs to
his parifh and allfo to himielf, as the
living was a very ‘valuable one; but as
he had then a good eftate, his charity to
the poor was continued. He made it the.
great bufinefs of his life to ferve them,
and applied himfelf to it with as much
conftancy and diligence, as other men do
to their trades. He fuffered much by the
fire of London, and this, together with
{ettling his children, reduced his income
to one hundred and fifty pounds yeaily.
Of this he always {pent one hundred in
works of charity, urging others to affift
him in his benevolent defigns, though it

* Nonconformift’s Memorial, laff edition, p. 144.
does
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does not appear, that he perfuaded any
to do {o largely as himfelf.

Befides employing the poor, he was
much fet on inftruéting them in religion,
well knowing from his own experiznce,
that piety is the foundation on which
all other virtues muft be built. And in
that he judged rightly. For certainly
thofe are moft likely to {ubmit to the
evils of life with patience, and to fulfl
the duties of it amidft temptations and
{nares, who have a firm faith in, and
a good hope towards God, as the boun<
tiful and powerful rewarder of all thofe
who diligently feek his favour, by yield-
ing a willing obedience to his commands.
"To promote thefc valuable ends, he
freely gave to the poor {uch books as
The Whole Duty of Man, The Practice of* -
Piety, and others of the like kind, con-
taining fuch things only as good chriftians
are agreed in, and not mattersof doubtful
difputation. Thefe hecaufed tobe printed:
in Welch, and his fpirit was fo far from
partaking of narrownefs or bigotry, that
he procured the Ghurch Catechifm with
a prattical expofition of it, and alfo the
Common Prayer to be printed likewife in
that language, and given to fuch as

By would
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would otherwile have been unable to get
them. It has however been infinuated,
that his charities in Wales, were defigned
only to ferve a party, and that the dif~
fenters have increafed in confequence of
them *. If this be the cafe, it muft be
purely owing to the increafe of piety,
for Mr. Gouge never gave the people a
fingle book, nor can be charged with
having ufed a fingle argument to perfuade
them to nonconformity. Indeed no one
can wonder, who confiders by what
wretched and defpicable hirelings the
Welch churches are frequently f{erved,
that teachers of any denemination, who
appear to have fome degree of zeal and
ferioufnefs, fhould be attended to and
followed. Until the eftablifbed clergy of
that principality pay more regard to
their duty, than has hitherto been cuf-
tomary amongf{t them 1, all thofe, whofe
views are fuperior to the interefts of any
particular party, will rejoice that there
are preachersof any perfuafion, labouring
to inftruft a negletted people in the prin-
ciples of our common chriftianity, and

* Mr. Wynne’s edition of Powel’s Hiftory of Wales,

i See View of the State of Religion in the diocefe
of St. David’s, written by D. D. of that prircipality.
‘ ardently
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ardently join in the wifhing that another
Mr. Gouge may arifc and help them.

In the latter part of his life, he con-
fined his fervices chiefly to that coun-
try, where he thought they were moft
wanted. Befides diftributing books, hav-
ing obtained a licence from fome of the
bithops to preach in Wales, he tock an
annual journey thither, and when more
than fixty years of age, ufed to travel
about, diftributing his charities, inftrut-
ing the ignorant, and {ettling {chools in
the chief towns, to the number of three
or four hundred; where women were
cmployed to teach children to read, and
books provided for them gratis, or {old
at a fmall price. He. ufed often to fay
with pleafure, ¢ that he had two livings
“ which he would not exchange for the
“ greateft in England; viz Chrift’s Hof-
“ pital, where he ufed frequently to cate-
“ chize the poor children, and Wales,
“ where he went {ometimes twice in a
“ year to {pread knowledge, piety, and
“ charity.” He was everready to embrace
and oblige all men, and if they did but
fear God and work righteoufnefs, he
heartily loved them, how difierent {oever
from him in judgment about things lefs

necefiary,
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neceflary, and even in opinions that he
held very dear. But neither his excellent
temper, nor the eminent fervice he was
continnally doing could ‘preferve him in
perfet tranquillity. He was perfecuted to
fuch a degree even in Wales, as to be ex-~
communicated for preaching occafionally,
notwithftanding he had a licence, and
went conftantly to the parifh churches,
and to the Lord’s fupper when admi-
niftered in them. Yet this wicked op-
pofition did not difhearten him. He ftill
went about doing good, and was fpared
for the benefit of mankind till O&ober
1681, when he made a peaceful and
happy end, dying fuddenly in his {leep,
being then’ feventy—feven years old.

Dr. Tillotfon honoured him with a
funeral fermon, in which moft of the
abovementioned particulars are recor-
ded ; and he fpoke of his excellencies in
that warm ftyle of approbation, which
became a truly Chriftian Divine. Indeed
he had a fine fubje& for panegyric; Mr.
Gouge being a man in whom none but
zealots could find matter for cenfure; nor
had fuch, fays Mr. Baxter, any thing to
allege againft him, but his “ not confor-
ming entirely to their impofitions.”

In
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In fome of Mr. Gouge’s ufcful chari-
ties, Mr. Firmin affifted him, efpucially
in printing his edition .of the Wtclch
Bible, which was a very expenfive un-
dertaking. To this good work, Dr.
Tillotfon contributed no lefs than fifty
pounds *. Mr. Firmin alfo adopted Mr.
Gouge’s ufeful plan, for relicving want,
and at the fame time encouraging induf~
try. Of hisendeavours in this way, he
thus {peaks in a book which he wrote,
intitled, Propofals for the Employment of
the Poor.

« It is now about four years fince I
¢ fet up my workhoufe in Little-Britain,
¢« for the employment of the poor in the
¢ linen manufatture, which hath afford-
“ ed fo great help and relief to many
¢ hundreds of poor families; that I never
¢ did, and fear I never Mall do an adtien
¢ more to my own fatlsfaéhon, or to the
“ good and benefit of the.poor.”

The late reverend and ingenious Mr.
Harte, inhiscflaysonhufbandry; page 156,
recemmends this{carce and valuable trea-
tife of Mr. Firmin’s to allthe loversof na-
tional ccconomy. It contains (as Mr. Harte

* Life, page 50.
. thinks).
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thinks) many ufeful hints and obferva-
tions defcrving of attention; and in fome
things his plan hath been foliowed. The
public, as Mr. Harte obferves,are particu-
larly indebted to Mr. Firmin, not only
for the idea, but the aiual introdu&ion
of parifth workhoufes for the more profit-
able employment of the half-difabled
and indigent, or fuch as are too young or
too old for the bufinefs of agriculture.
Workhoufes indeed, owing’ to bad ma-
nagement are oftentimes wretched habi-
tations; but if properly regulated, would
conduce much to the comfort and ad-
vantage of the poor. He employed in
the manufacture, which he had with fo
much benevolence and difcretion efta-
blifhed, fixteen or feventeen hundred
fpinners at a time, befides dreflers of
of flax, weavers, and others #*, 'The
greateft part of thefe could not earn
more than {ixpence in a day, though they
worked f{ixteen hours. Provifions were
then confiderably cheaper than at pre-
fent, but Mr. Firmin did not think their
wages a {ufficient recompence for their
labour ; on which account he was very

* Life, page 3 1. liberal
. ibera
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liberal to them in his charities, efpeci-
ally at chriftmas, and in fcvere weather,
and {o attentive was he with refpeét to
cvery thing which might contribute to
their convenience and comfort, that ob-
ferving how much they were foiled by -
carrying aw-y coals in their aprons,.and
in the fkirts of their coats, he provided
canvafs bags and gave them, that fo
there might be no circumftance to leflen

the value of his charity. i
He was perfuaded that nothing con-
duces more to health than cleanlinefs, -
and that to keep perfons clean, proper
changes of linen were very requifite and
neceflary; becaufe lincn can be fre-
quently wafhed. ‘The poor {pun much
of this of a ftrong coarfe fort, and Mr.
Firmin, with the affiftance of his friends,
would fometimes give away fifteen hun-
dred fhirts and fhifts in a year; fo that
thofe had it in their power always to
appear fomewhat decent, who wonld
take any tolerable care of their woollen
garments. ‘They were alfo encouraged
in their labours, by perfons of fortune,
whom their kind employer would per-
fuade to come, and be cye-witnefles of
their poverty and diligence. Such as
were
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were difpofed to learn the art of fpir-
ning had teachers hired for them; and,
if any were not able to purchafe wheels
and rcels for {pinning, thofe were bought
and freely given to them. Mr. Firmin
would often take up poor children as
they swere begging in the ftreets, and
have them taught at_ his own charge,
providing them with things neceflary
for fetting them to work; but never de-
dacting any part of the coft out of their
wages *.

He reckoned himfelf fortunate, that in
one year, in which he had laid out four
thoufand pounds, two hundred only were
loft. This moft would think a very
confiderable {fum to be funk in one mode-
of charity, to which fo much time and:
pains were alfo devoted. - The lofs how-
ever muft have been greater; had not
many perfons taken off large quantities.
of thefe commodities on purpofe to en-
courage fo good a work. The Eaft-
India and Guinea companies in particular
bought their canvafs of him, for pepper
bags,and other coarfe merchandize, which.
before, they were f{upplied with from

* Lile, page 32. )
foreign
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foreign countries. Vi hen this trede had
been carried on to.r more than tive yeors,
at the expente f a t oufand pourds and
upwards, Br, Ficain pubhﬁn doDoole
Propofals to engzage others to fct the poor
on working at the public charge; or at
Ieaft to aflift him and two or three fi*r ads
more., But neither the argur cats
which he offercd in this book, nor {i.cl: as
he urged in frequent converfations with
the lord mayor, the aldermen and other
wealthy citizens, could prevail upon
them to concur with his benevelent de-
figns; fo that he was obliged to lefien
the {pinning trade #.

In the year 1682, the whole dlfburfe-
ment was two thoufand threc hundred
and thirty-feven pounds, two hundred
and fourtecn pounds of which were quite
loft. And notwithftanding this charity
was of {o manifeft qdvantagc to the com-
munity, yet the lof§ increafed annually,
there not being a f{uflicient number of
perfons to be found, who would buy the
manufactures at the price they coft him..
The deficiency upon all the work of the
poor, for feven or eight ycars together,

* Life, page 33.
was
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was no lefs than twopence upon every
fhilling ; but Mr. Firmin was content,
and ufed to fay “ two pence given them
‘“ by lofs in their work, was twice fo
“ much faved to the Public, in that it
¢ took them off from beggary or theft*.”
But the lofs in fome years was extraor-
dinary. In the year 1683, though the
trade increzfed a little, his own difburfe-
ments and thofe of his friends, were not
icfs than two thoufand pounds, and the
lofs four hundred. In the year 1684, the
balance not then received, amounted to
feven hundred and fixty-three pounds;
and in the. year 1685, it was increafed
to unine hundred ‘pounds. To make up
for this lofs, an eminert citizen, who had
five hundred pounds in that fteck, quit-
ted the whole principal, and required no
intereft +. In the following years the
trade {till declined for want of more be-
nefaltors, till the year 1690, when the
defign was taken up by the Patentees
of the linen manufa&ure, who agreed
with Mr. Firmin to give him one hun-
dred pounds per an. to overfee and go-
vern it. But this undertaking not an-
fwvering his expeQtations, or thofe of the
* Life, page. 34.  ibid.
Patentees,
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Patentees, he never received the promi-
fed falary, which was a lofs to the
neceflitous labourers, to whom he would
in all probability have given the whole 3
for he never wifhed to derive any pro-
fit to himfelf from their induftry: on
the contrary, he loft upwards of five
hundred pounds by employing them.
Once he drew fome prizes in a lottery,
to the amount of one hundred and eighty
pounds, but he referved only the money
he had rifked, and gave away the reft;
a part to fome relations, and the re-
mainder to the poor *.

The fpinners being thus deferted, Mr.
Firmin returned to the care of them
again, and managed the trade as before,
endeavouring to make it bear its own
charges, and {upplying the deficiency of -
their fmall earnings by larger contribu-
tions of charity than ufual; he befides
made applications in their behalf to per-
fons of all ranks, with whom he had any
intimacy or friendfhip. He would evencar-
ry the cloth to thofe with whom he had
{carccly any acquaintance, telling them
“ It was the poors’ cloth, which in con-
“ {cience they ought to buyat the price for

* Life, page 33.

“ which
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“ whichit couldbeaflorded.” If thebuy-
erswerevery wealthy, he would perfuade
them to give fome of what they had
purchafed towards clothing the labour-
ers; and he took care alfo to be thon
paid for what was fold. Without ufing
fuch methods, he could not poflibly have
employed fo great a number of people,
who always wanted their moncy im-
mediately on the delivery of their work.
"T'his continued to be his chirf bufinefs
and care till the day of his death, faving
that, swhen the calling in of the chpped
money occafioned fuch a fcarcity of cur-
rent coin, that many of the rich had not
enough to fend their fervants with to
market, he was forced to difmifs fome-
of his fpmners merely throngh the want
of cafh to pay them. Hec continued to
take out of the general ftock, to the
amount of feven hundred pounds, till
Mr. James, his partner and kinfman,
told him he fhould take out no more.
This was not owing to that gentleman’s
difapprobation of the workhoufe charity ;
(on the contrary he encouraged, pro-
moted, and freely lent money to it) but
asthe whole common trade went through
his hands, and was managed by him, he

was
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was more {enfible than Mr. Firmin, that
a larger fum of ready money could not
be fparcd for that ule, without doing a
material injury to them in other re-
fpedts *,

Flax and tow being very combuftible
goods, Mr. Firmin was always al ittle
uneafy, leaft by fome accident or other
the workhoufe, which was in the keep-
ing of fervants, fhould take firc, and a
{quib was once flung by fome carelels
boy into the cellar, where thofe materials
were ftored, but providentially did no
harm. Concerning the workhoufe and the
{pinners, Mr Firmin would often fay,
¢ that topay thelabourers, to relieve them
¢ with the money begged for them, and
¢ with coals, garments, &c. was to him
¢« fuch a pleafure, as magnificent buildings,
« pleafant walks, well cultivated orchards
“ and gardens, the jollity of mufic and
“ wine, or the charms of love or ftudy,
¢ are to others.” In this he faid no more
than the truth, for it appeared, on care-~
fully examining his accounts, that he
might have left a fortune behind him of
at leaft twenty thoufand pounds, if he had

* Life, pages 36, 37.
not
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not employed moft of his gettings in pri-
vate and public charities, which fo re-
duced his fubftance, that he died worth
little more than a {ixth part of that fum *.
How glorious muft be his reward, who
was thus rich in good works, and conti-
nually laying up in ftore for himfelf a
treafurc in heaven! to this blefled ftate
his views were ever dire&ted; and as to
this world, it was his f{ettled refolution
to quit it in very moderate circumftances.
He faid toa friend but a fhort time before
his dcceafe; < were I now worth forty
¢ thoufand pounds, I thould leave behind
““me but very little of it.” It is even
likely that he would have died worth
lefs than he really did; for, had he come
into the poffeflion of any large fum, it
would have engaged him in {uch vaft
defigns for the benefit of the poor, that
he would probably have gone beyond
the expenfe at firft intended. His phyfi-
cian ufed to blame him, becaufe he did
not allow himfelf a competent time for
his dinner, but haftened away to Garra-
way’s coffee-houfe about fuch affairs as
he had taken in hand. Thefe affairs were

* Life, page 38. fold :
. cidom
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{eldom or never his own. He was either
employed in foliciting for the poor, or
doing the bufinefs of fome friend who
wanted his intereft, or attending thofe
meetings which were held to confult
the public good. It was of vaft advantage
to him, in the difcharge of thefe many
and important concerns, that he . was
always very expeditious in his difpatches,
being quick above moft men in appre-
hending, {peaking, judging, refolving,
and alting *. This natural fitnefs for
bufinefs was greatly improved by a.
readinefs and zeal, which prompted him
to the moft vigorous exertions, whenever
he could be ufeful. That was a pleafure
to him, which to perfons of a {maller.
degree of benevolence would have been
a toilfome labour. :
Mr.Firmin’sknown readinefsto engage
in every undertaking, by which any good
might be done, led fome well difpofed
perfons to perfuade him to fet up the
woollen manufaéture ; becaufe at this the
poor could earn better wages than at the
linen one, which he thought a fuflicient
inducement to make the trial ; and. ac-

* Life, page 39. )
cordingly
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cordingly he took a houfe for this pur-
pofe in Artillery Lane. But the price
of wool advancing very much, and the
London f{pinners, not being at all fkilful
in drawing a woollen thread, after a
confiderable lofs by them, and twenty-
nine months trial he gave over the pro-
ject *,

Such were the methods which he
tock to preferve his fellow creatures
from diftrefs. He fhewed equal hu-
manity and compaffion to fuch as were
involved in it. He was particularly zea-
lons and altive in redeeming poor debt-~
ors out of prifon, not only out of regard
to their perfons, but alfoto the fituation
of their unhappy and ftarving families.
By his own liberality, added to his dili-
gence in procuring the charitable aflift-
ance of f{everal worthy perfons, hun-
dreds of unfortunate creatures obtained
their liberty, who were held in durance
only for the fees of jailors, or very {mall
debtst. The unrelenting cruelty of fome
creditors is indeed thocking to humanity.
The extravagant and knavifh, without
doubt, deferve punifhment; but to detain

¥ Life, page. 40, ¥ ibid.
thofe
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thofe whom lofles or ficknefs, or want of
ability to carry on trade with fuccefs
has reduced to ftraits, is a moft deteft-
able pradtice. Did the punifhment afiect
the unhappy debtor alone, it would be
exceedingly fevere. To be confined with-
in the narrow bounds of a prifon, deniéd
the benefit of wholefome air, made a
companion of the moft abandoned and
profligate of mankind; to be excluded
from the means of rifing into credit, of
recovering a loft charader, and becoming
once more ufeful to fociety; all thefe
circumftances render a prifon dreadful
to one of the leaft degree of fenfibility.
But it is impoffible to conceive how ex-
quifite muft be his diftrefs, who has a
fond wife ftruggling with extreme in-
d1gcnce, and a family .of innocent babes
weeping for. want of their daily bread.
When fuch fall under the iron hand of
oppreflion, what divine pleafure muft that
man enjoy, whofe generous heart dif=
pofes him to pity and to raife them up.
Mr. Firmin, befides endcavouring tor
obtain the dilcharge of prifoners, took
care alfo for the better and ealier {fub-
fitence of thefe whom h= ceuld not re-
leafe. He would examine them concern-

G . ing
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ing the nfage they had from their keepers;
and he fometimes profccuted jailors for
extorting unlawful fees, and making
other unreafonable demands. One jailor
dreading the ifflue of an examination
hanged himfelf. If from time to time
fome public fpirited perfons would look
into the ftate of our jails, many fhocking
abufes might be prevented. T'o prevent
and punith fuch abufes, a number of
benevolent gentlemen formed themfelves
into a committee in the year 1729, whofe
praifes are recorded in the immortal
writings of our amiable poet Thom{on *,
A bard like him would find a noble {ub-
je& for praife in Mr. Howard, a gentle-
man of Bedfordfhire, who hath lately
been at great expenfe and trouble to
examine perfonally into the ftate of the
prifons throughout this and the neigh-
bouring kingdoms and ftates, with no
other view but the geuerous one of
alleviating the diftreffes of the forlorn.
and miferable. The author of this life,
though an entire ftranger to Mr. Howard,

could not vefift the ftroug inclination

* Winter, line 380a=—1389.
: whick
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which he felt of paying this finall tribute
of refpect to his difintercited goodnefs.

Mr. Firmin continued to be the friend
and reliever of poor debtors, from before
the year 1681, to his laft blcath, and
being grieved that he could not in his
private capacity, procure the relcafe of
thofe unfortunate perfons, the payment
of whofe debts was beyond the rcach of
common charity, he vigoroufly promoted
Aits of Grace, by which the infolvent
might obtain a parliamentary difcharge.
He himfelf was never one of the national
reprefentatives, yet he had a mighty
intereft in both houfes, and was the
caufe that many bills were withdrawn
and others pafled. That he had f{fuch
great influence was fo well known, that
once, when an A& of Grace for poor
prifoners (which was liable to be, and
was altually abufed by uncon{tionable
and knavifh people) pafled both the
houfes and obtained the Royal aflent, he
was upbraided with it by fome of the
creditors, and told it was his 4@ *.

He was not infenfible that fometimes
people grow poor and get into prifous,

¥ Life, page 41, ‘
.- C: - by
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by being negligent, idle, proud, and in-
temperate ; yet he could not agree with
thofe who had no compaflion for fuch,
and who would fay, that the extravagant
and vicious ought to feel the fad confe-
quences of their own folly. He was wont
to anfwer to f{uch reafonings ¢ That it
“ would be a miferable world indeed, if
“ the Divine Providence fhould aét by
“ that rule; if God fhould fhew no
¢ favour, grant no help or deliverance
“ to us, in thofe ftraits or calamities that
¢ are the effe€t of our own fins. If the
<« univerfal Lord fecks to reclaim and to
¢ better us by favours and graces, do we
¢ dare to argue againft the example fet
“by him, and a method without which
“ no man living may afk any thlng of
« God *

Thefe were f{entiments Worthy of a
true chriftian! fome indeed are {o bad,
that nothing but f{everity will reﬁrain
them from doing irreparable injury to
fociety, the f{afety of which every man
ought to make the chief objet of his
attention. Yet to thew mercy and to for-
give will be ever amiable, even when it

* Life, page 42.
degenerates
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degenerates into weaknefs, asit certainly
does when it fuffers every bad man to
go unpunifhed. No exalt rules can be
laid down as to the degree in which
offenders fhould be pmic‘cuted men
muft be determined by their own judge-
ments and feelings.

Poor of one fort or another there will
always be, and the number muft be
greatly increafed in a time of dearth,
ficknefs, or decay of trade; which evils,
though they be but temporary, muft yet
be feverely felt by thofe, who having
little or nothing to begin the world with,
arc broken down by {mall loffes. When
fuch as muft live by the labour of their
hands, enter into the married ftate, rigid
ceconomifts will blame them. Such, charge
fervants in particular with imprudence,
whofe wages will do little more than to
find them in cloaths, when léaving a
good place they take upon them a load
of domeftic cares. It is however well
for fociety, that the diCtates of nature
fpeak louder in fome than thofe of quiet
and cafe. If none were ever coupled to-
gether, but fuch as have an almoft certain
profpeét of living without want or

C3 anxiety,
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anxiety, the next century would find our
part of the world but thinly inhabited.
Mr. Firmin well knew how much
thofec muft {uffer, who have large fami-
lies and fmall means, and for fuch, du-
ring feveral years of his life, he begged
to the amount of five hundred pounds
per annum, and diftributed amongft them.
To render this part of his charity as
beneficial as poflible, he -would inquire
of perfons the moft noted for integrity
and liberality, who were the moft ne-
ceflitous and deferving poor in their re-
fpetive neighbourhoods. When he had
been info P“Cd who they were, he went
to theirthoufes, that he might judge
farther, bymcagrc looks, number of chil-
dren, mean furniture, and other circum-
ﬁances, in what degree it might be fit
to aflift them. He always kept and pro-
duced exat and regular accounts of the
money intrufted to him, but in time his
fidelity became to be fo well known,
that many of his contributors would not -
receive them. Sometimes the {ums in-
trufted to him for the fervice of the
poor were {o large, that he was enabled
to commit a part of it to thofe, whom he

knew to be charitably difpofed like him-
{clf 3
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felf; and when theyhad given it to {fuch
as appeared to be ncceflitouns, they would
return to him an account of their names
and cafes *.

In thefe. diftributions Mr. Firmin
fometimes confidered others befides the
mere poor, particularly the poorer.f{ort
of minifters. He ufed to fend, upon oc-
cafion, no lefs than ten pounds to a cler-
gyman in debt, if his difficulties arofe
from a f{inall income or a large family ;
taking care firft of all to be affured that
he was a man of probity and merit. - He
once alked a friend concerning a clergy-
man, whofe name is not recorded, what
fort of a man he was! his friend an-
“f{wered, ¢ That his mind was much
¢ above his purfe, for he was charitable,
¢ ingenious, learned, and afatheramongft
¢ young f{cholars who were promifing
‘“ men; but his living not worth abov
“ cighty or ninety pounds per annum.’
Mr. Firmin replied, ¢ I have done much
¢ for that man:” and his friend aflured
him that his liberality had never been
better placed. Upon the death of ‘this
clergyman, his widow was afked, whe-

* Life, page 43, 44+ o
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ther there had not been fome acquain-
tance, between her hufband and Mr Fir-
min. “ She f{aid the acquaintance was
“ not much, but the friendfhip great.
« Her hufband had been acquainted with
¢ many perfous of quality, and had expe-
« perienced their liberality through the
“ whole courfe of his life, becaufe his
« addrefs as well as his merit was {o re~
“ markable. But of his many bcnefac-
& tors, Mr. Firmin had done moft for
« him both in life and death. When
her hufband died, his cffeéts would not
pay his debts, upon which fhe was ad-
« vifed by a clergyman, to propofe a
« compofition with the creditors, that
« feeing cvery one could not be fully
paid, yet all might receive a part. She
« confulted Mr. Firmin upon this, who
« approved the advice, and was one of
¢« the firft that fubfcribed the compofi-
« tion, but remitted to her his whole
« debt, and endeavoured to procurc fome-
« thing from others, in which he did not
« fucc eedaccording to his wifh; but he
« himfelf made her a prefent of a good
« Norwich ftuff, that very well clothed
« her, and her four children *.”
#* Life, Page 435 40.

-~

-

- e

¢
<

-~

-

<

-

~

-

My,



( 57 )

Mr. Firmin certainly judged very
properly in thinking, that charity fhould
not be confined entirely to the very
loweft orders of poor. Such as have
lived in reputation and credit, have
more wants and finer feelings than thofe
who have been always habituated to
poverty, and aredeferving of the peculiar
attention of the benevolent, whom Pro-
vidence hath fupplied with the means of”
affording occafional relief, in larger fums
than pence and fhillings.

“ 1 do not love (fays the cclebrated
“ Pope Ganganelli) in onc of his enter-
¢ taining letters (if they bc his letters),
¢ I do not love beftowmg drop by drop,
“ or tying one’s felf down to regular
¢ alms-giving, {o as to have nothing left
¢ for an object in extremc want. Itis
« better to refcue one or two families-
“ from diirefs, than to fcatter a few
“ picces at random withont compleatirg
¢« any purpofe. B fides, it would be pro-
“ per to have always a fum in referve
“ for extrrerdinary cafes, for by this
“ ccconomy veu wiil have a remedy at
¢« fiand for unforefzen contingencics. Do
“ pot give into that wrong ncticn of

Cy ¢ charity
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* charity which, without -confidering
¢« either birth or extradtion, wotuld have
“all its objeéts clothed and fed like
“ the meaneft of the people. Charity
¢ humbles nobody, and fhould be pro-
« portioned to circumftances and con-
“ ditions *.”

# Vol, I Letter 50, to Count ¥ ¥ ¥,

CHAP.
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C H A P. IIIL

My Firmin's Atz‘entzon to Chrift’s Church
and St. Thomas’s Hofpitals; to the Iri
and French Refugees ; and to other Pi
and Private Charities. Some scco-

of Bifhop Compton. -

R. FIRMIN, during the laft twer

ty-three or twenty-four years
his life, was one of the governors
that noble and ufeful charity Chuﬂ:’
Church Hofpital, to which he was a
great friend and benefac®or. King Edward
VI that miracle of piety, learning, and
difcernment, the glory of our nation,
and the admiration of all foreigners, was
its original founder. He was moved to
this benevolent ‘altion by a. fermon,
which Bifhop Ridley # preached before
him, juft as he was about to lcave this
world; which circumflance did not
leffen his concern for the happinefs of
thofe who were to remain in it.

* Ridley’s Life of Bifhop Ridley, page 396, 399.
Chrift’s
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Chrift’s Church Hofpital was allotted
for orphans and fuch as were naturally
helplefs; and it hath been greatly
cnlarged and improved, fince the time
when it was firft erected, by the bene-
fattions of feveral generous and humane
perfons.

The children are educated in all parts
of ufeful learning; and by this means
fuch as would otherwife be a burden
and even a nuifance to the public are
qualified for rendering it the greateft
fervices. The girls are about feventy
in number, but above a thoufand boys
are maintained, clothed, and inftructed,
in writing, drawmg, mathematlcs, thc
learned languages, and any other branch
of knowledge, as their various geniufes
may incline them, which is always.
attended to by the mafters, who are men
of abilities, . and frequently of great
eminence in their feveral profeffions.

‘Mr. Firmin procured many and very
confiderable donations for this hofpital,
and was unwearied in his endeavours to
fee the charity of the generous properly
applied. The Honourable Sir Robert
Clayton, defiring to make provifion for
a mathematical mafter, thought fit to

propofe,.
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propofe, and, and by his intereft with
fome great perfons at court, was enabled
to procure, the eftablifhiment of a mathe-
matical {chool, forbringing up forty bcys,
well fkilled in the Latin tongue, to a per-
fe& knowledge of the art of navigation.
Seven thoufand pounds had been given
by a citizen of London for this purpofe,
but the fund, out of which it was paid
reverted to the crown at the Reftoration.
King Charles II. however, was pleafed
to grant this.money, that it might be
applied to. the purpofes for which it
was defigred. Sir Robert, who had been
the chics inftrument in procuring it, was
highly pleafed with his fuccefs; and he
was refoived to do {fomething likewife at
his own expenfe. Gratitude to God who
had raifed him from a very dangerous fit
of ficknc(s, in which his Jife was defpaired
of, led him to think of thus exprefling
his obligations. Mr. Firmin had the hap-
pinefs of being very inftrumental towards
his recovery, by perfonally attending him,
and giving immediate notice to the
phyficians of feveral {fymptoms *..

* Life, Pagé 57~ W
nat
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What Sir Robert determined upon
was the building a ward for girls in this
hofpital, and he committed the manage-
ment of the affair to Mr. Firmin, who
{et about it with great alacrity and di-
ligence. At whofe charge it was done,
was then kept a fecret; but when near
four thoufand pounds had been laid out-
upon it, and it remained {till unfinitbed,
party difputes ran high in the city, and
thofe, who would not declare for the court
doltrine . of paffive obédience (amongft
whom were Sir Robert and his faithful
friend and agent Mr. Firmin) were putout
of all pofts of power and authority. Then-
it was that Mr. Firmin broke filence, and
upbraided thofe- excluding governors,
for depriving the hofpital of fo great a
benefator as the builder of that ward *,
His arguments, however, were borne
down by a great majority of the gover-
ning citizens, who, either through ftupi-
dity, or fear, or private intereft, defend-
ed with great zeal that flavifn and de-
grading opinion, fo entirely repugnant
to common f{enfe, and to the conftitution
of England.

* Life, page 58,
Mr..
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Mr. Firmin, befides being employed
for ‘Sir Robert, was alfo the agent for
another gentleman, who chofe to con-
ccal his name, but expended above four
hundred and thirty pounds in building
a ward for the fick, that being kept apart
they might not infet the healthy and
found, if the {fmall pox, or any other con-
tagious diftemper, fhould happen to get
in amongft the children, as is often the
cafe. He alfo received from other per-
fons two thoufand, two hundred and
forty one pounds, which he took care
properly to difpofe of and account for.
At the charge alfo of one of his friends,
he laid leaden pipes to convey the water
to the feveral offices of the hofpital, and
and bought a large ciftern, which, with
the pipes, coft about two hundred
pounds. Thefe were great convenien-
ces to the houfe, and efpecially to the
orphans, who before fetched up the
water which they ufed on their backs;
which, as it was too laborious an em-
ployment for their tender years, foit like-
wife made fome of the apartments and
the clothes of the children dirty; things
which ought carcfully to be guarded
againft in all charitable inftitutions.

Befides
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Befides this, he built a {cheol at Hartford
for the hofpital children, where many of
them are ftill boarded. The {chool coft
five hundred and forty-four pounds, of
which he received, by the charity of ten-
perfons, four hundred and eighty-eight
pounds: as to the balance of fifty-fix
pounds, it lay upon himfelf for any thing
that appears to the contrary. It was.
alio entirely at his own expenfe, that he
fet up a clock and dial for the ufe of the
hofpital, repaired all the walls, and built
two brick-houfes, to be difpofed of to:
fuch officers, as. the governors of the
hofpital fhould fee fit *.

It was Mr. Firmin’s cuftom to be-
prefent every Lord’s Day at five in the
evening with the orphans at their pub-
Iic devotions; for at that time prayers
were read, and an anthem fung by felect
voices, in the chorus of which ¢1l joined!
After this they fat down to furper at the
feveral tables, under the care of their
matrors. Fere DMr., Firmin obferved
the bchavieur, both of them, their
eificers urd atteprdants, comencding or
aamonifiing es thcre was occaficn. To

# Life, proe 58. Tlc ahove is teflified by a certi~

ficate under the clerk’s h. nd.
this
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this fight he invited, at different times
all his friends, whether of the town -or
country; and before they went away
he would lead them to the orphan’s box,
to which they contributed as they faw
fit. - A certain perfon who. came from
the country, was fo well pleafed, after
having fcen the order and method of
the hofpital, that, on returning home,
he made his will, and gave very con-
fiderably to the place. Here it fhould
not be forgotten, - that Mr. Firmin very
carefully infpeted the management of
the food provided for the ufe of the
hofpital. This is a matter tco much
neglelted by-governors of charities, and
overfeers of the poor, as thoufands-of
our fellow creatures know to their for-
row. He would not fuffer any negli-
gence of this fort; and once when the
children’s fuppers were prepared, think-
ing that one of the portions was too
fmall, he carried it immediately into the
kitchen and “weighed it himfelf. It
proved, however, to be of full weight,
and {o the cook efcaped the feverc re-
proof, which any want of regularity or
due care would have drawn from him *.
* Life, page 6o, 61,
St.
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St. Thomas’s Hofpital in Southwark,
was another of the pious King Edward’s
foundations, and intended for the relief
of the lame, wounded, and fick. On the
care of this Mr. Firmin entered in the
year 1693, when Sir Robert Clayton,
being then Father of the city of London,
was chofen prefident of the faid hofpital,
which office he thought fit to accept.
On taking a view of it, he found that it
was fadly gone to ruin. The ground
aboutthelodgings not havingbecen cleared
away for a long fpace of time, was rai-
fed fo high, that the patients lay as it
were in a cellar, in a clofe confined air,
than which nothing could have been
more injurious. The roof and the walls
alfo were exceedingly out of repair, and
it rained throungh even upon the beds.
It was in vain to think of any thing elfe
than rebuilding, nor could that be de-
layed without great injury and damage
to the materials; for {fome part prevent-
ed the workmen’s pulling it down, by
falling of itfelf *,

Sir Robert, knowing the aétivity and
addrefs of his friend Mr. Firmin in all

¥ Life, page 72, ks
works
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works of charity, caufed him to be cho-
fen one of the governors. He found
that the revenues of the hofpital were
infufficient, either for the purpofes of
rebuilding or repairing, unlefs the fick
and wounded were denied relief; an ex-
pedient which he could not bear to
think of, and therefore immediately fet
himfelf about procuring {ubfcriptions.
The prefident was pleafed to give three
hundred pounds, and the governors, fe-
veral merchants, and other rich traders
were very liberal, fubfcribing from twen-
ty to an hundred pounds each. Without
doubt the moft of this money would
bave been contributed, tho.igh Mr. Fir-
min had not been the folicitor for .it;
yet it was computed by knowing and
capable judges, that the f{ubfcriptions
were greater by a thoufand pounds than
they would have beern, had not he ufed
his powerful intereft. The charge be-
ing computed, and the money in part
raifed, materials were alfo to be ‘pro-
vided, and workmen to be confulted and
agreed with. Mr. Firmin was conftant
in attending the committee appointed for
that purpofe, and the mafter-builders
made their moft frequent applications to

: him, -
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him, whilft he was very careful to over-
fee their proceedings *.

One thing troubled the governors
very much, which was, that they were
obliged to rebuild the church of the
parifh, in which the hofpital flood. The
fum necefldry. for this purpofe, being
fome thoufands of pounds, could not be
taken out of the revenue cf the hofpital,
without great prejudice both to it and
to the patients. It happened that the
parliament was then about fettling a tax
for the finithing St. Paul’s Cathedral; and
the governors petitioned the houfe of
commons, for fome fhare in that tax to-
wards rebuilding St. Thomas’s Church.
But-becaufe many other parifhes prayed
for the like affiftance at the {ame time,
the houfe upon a debate in a grand com-
mittee, refolved that only St. Paul’s and
‘Weftminfter Abbey fhould have any fuch
provifion allowed them..- Mr. Firmin
was much grieved at this refolu-
tion, but being determined that no me-
thod fhould be left untried, he and
another of the governors fet themiclves,
that very night, to draw up feveral rea-

* Life, page 74.. '
fons:
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fons, thewing that St. Thomas’s Church,
had a claim to fome favour in preference
to the reft. 'They ufed fuch diligence
as to get thefe rcafons publifhed againft
the next morning, and he ‘and his affo-
ciate gave copies of them to the mem-
bers as they entcred the houfe, telling
them that they muft not .expet to have
the fick and wounded feamen cured, if
they did not pay fome attention to their
requeft.

The effe&t was, that the houfe took
the matter again into confideration, and
allowed . three thoufand pounds to the
hofpital for the ufe defired. The ob-
taining this, caufed Mr. Firmin to re-
turn home with more pleafure and fatif~
fadtion than if an eftate of that value
had fallen to himfelf *.

In the year 1680 and 1681, the French
Proteftants, driven from their own coun-
try by the cruel perfecutions of Lewis
XIV. came in great numbers to Eng-
land, and made new work for Mr. Fir-
min’s charity and zeal. Of all ObJC&S
he thought thofe the moft deferving,
who chofe rather to {uffer than to fecure

* Life, page 73, 46, :
their
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their eafe by doing violence to the facred
di&tates of confcience. Whether the-opi-
nionsof the {ufferers agreed with his own
orriot, weighed but little with him ; fince-
rity in what they profefled was what he
thought rendered them. deferving the
help of every friend to virtue and reli-
gion *. Turks and Jews, fhould they be
driven from any country, purely on ac-
count of their faithful adherence to that
religion, of the truth of which they were
fully perfuaded, ought to be efteemed
and received as perfecuted for righteouf=
nefs’ fake.

The fufferings of the French Pro-
teftants exceeded all that can be con-
ceived or imagined. Bifhop Burnet, who
was an eye witnefs to them, fays, “ That
¢ the perfecution. was {fo much beyond
¢ all the common meafures of. barbarity
“ and cruelty, that I confefs they ought
“ not to be believed, unlefs I could give
“ more pofitive proofs of them, than are
¢ now proper to be brought forth, fince
¢ it might prove fatal to many who are
“ yet in the power of their enemies .”
But of that which Bithop Burnet was

“# Life, page 51, + Travels, Letter V.,
: filent
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filent about, from a regard to the {uffer-
ers, thie world hath been informed fince
by means of a pamphlet written in-
French, where the method of dragoon=
ing the Proteftants is briefly defcribed *.
‘They were plundered; they were tor-
tured ; they were murdered with every
circumftance of -the moft unrelenting
cruelty; and at the fame time every
method was ufed to prevent their efcap-
ing out of the kingdom. However, no
lefs than one hundred and fifty thoufand
fled to other countries, and vaft numbers
of them came hither.

The firft thing to be done, which
was a matter of no {mall difficulty, was
to provide lodgings for the large multi-
tude who reforted to London, where
the rent of houfes is exceedingly high. Mr.
Firmin, whofe ative mind always quickly
fuggefted the beft expedients, propofed to -
the lord mayor and court of aldermen
that the peft-Loufe 4, then quite empty

* There are fome extralls from this piece, if I
remember right, in 3 valuable traét intitled Popery
always the Same,

4 London being formerly more fubjet to conta-
gious diftempers than now, this building was defigned

for the infetted in order that the plague might not
fpread univerfally. -
’ of
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of paticnts, fhould be devoted to the
fervice of thefe ftrangers: and feveral
hundreds of them were accemmodated
in that large and convenient place. As
for relief in money, many thoufands of
pounds were raifed for them, meoft of
which went through Mr. Firmin’s hands;
and to contribute in the moft effcctual
manner to their fupport, he fet up a
linen manufacture at Ipfwich; which
was the right way not only to prevent
their being burdenfome, but cven to
render them of fervice to the public at
large. Towards the eftablifhment of
this manufaure, erefting a place of
worfhip, and purchafing fome neceflaries,
he himfelf contributed near one hundred
and fifty pounds. Mr. Firmin’s labours
for the refugees were of a long continu-
ance, for the perfecution was carried on
in France for {everal years with violence
and rigour. In 1693,. there were fuch
numbers here, who needed relief,” that
befides granting them a brief, King
William allowed them ont of lns privy
purfe, one thowland pounds per month,
for thirty-nine months fucceffively. The
diftribution of this royal bounty, was
committed to the care of two billops,

' two
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twoknights, and a gentleman, but the ma-
nagement of it was left almoft entirely to
Mr. Firmin, {fometimes with, but more
commonly without their infpedtion ¥,

Whillt Mr. Firmin had this important
charge upon his hands, he was obliged
to exert himfelf alfo in behalf of other
objects, whofe diftrefles called loudly
upon the benevolent, whilft the near re-
lation in which they ftood to this coun-
try, gave them a peculiar claim to the
afliftance of every inhabitant of it
Thefe were the Irifh nobility, gentry,
clergy, and others of all ranks and con-
ditions, who fled into England from the
cruel profcriptions of James II. After
the crown of thefe realms had been
fettled on King William and Queen Mary,
King James {till retained a number of
friends in Ireland, which abounded with
Papifts; and in March 1689 he landed -
there, with about five thoufand French
foldiers and two hundred officers whom
Louis XIV. had furnifhed him with4,

The Irifh Papifts, whenever it had
been in their power, had always treated

¥ Life, page 51,—54.
+ Tindal’s Continvation of Rapin, vol. IIT. paze

7y 8o,
D the
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the Protc{tants with the moft unrelent-
ing cruelty. ‘The bloody maflacre in
1641 can ncver be forgotten. It has
been computed thatin the {pace of afew
months upwards of one hundred and fitty
thoufand were attually murdered, and as
many more forcibly driven from their
habitations, and compelled to endure all
the miferies of cold, hunger, and naked-
nefs ¥, Many then living had been eye
witnefles of the barbaritics committed by
the Papifts, who, having now a king of
their own religion at their head, and a
French army to affift them, filled the
Proteftants, as may well be f{uppofed,
with horror and dread. King James fuffi-
ciently evidenced the favagenefs of his
own difpofition infeveral inftances, and
particularly in an alt paffed by. his
parliament, which attainted nzar three
thoufand at once of both {exes and of all
ages. Amongft thefe were two arch-
bifhops, one duke, {eventeen earls, {feven
countefles, twenty-eight vifcounts, two
vifcountefles, feven bifhops, eighteen
barons, thirty-three baronets, fifty-one
knights, eighty-three clergymen, two

* Rapin, vol. II. page 386, note ii.
thoufand
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thounfand one hundred and eighty-one
ciquires and gentlemen; all of whom
were declared traitors and adjudged to
{uffer the pains of forfeiture and death.
A claufe was alfo inferted, by mcans of
which (befides what was enac¢.ed againft
thefe,) the eftate of almoft every Pro-
teftant in the kingdom was forfeited *.
And that the Proteftants might not be
able to entertain a hope, that the rage
and fury would cool down, the king
gave up the royal prerogative of pardon-
ing, after a certain time limited by the
act; fo that thére was no way left of
avoiding the terriblc ueftruction but by
a timely flight.

To England they came, which has
long been the refuge of the perfecuted
and opprefled, and amongft their nume-
rous friends Mr. Firmin was eminently
diftinguifhed by his adtivity and diligence.
A brief was-granted, of which he was
one of the commiflioners. Befides what
might be raifed by the bricf, the minifters,
church-wardens, and colleltors of every
parifh in England, were to give an
account of what fums they had feverally

* Tindal’s Continuation, vol, IIL. page 87, 88.
D2 collcited.
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colletted. Therefore on many poft days
tor a long time together, {feveral hundreds
of letters came to his hands, and he him~
{elf received many collc&mns and paid
them into the chamber of London. The
money given by the king and queen was
alfo introfted to his management ; and it
was in a great meafure owing to_his
folicitation that the royal bounty was
obtained *.

The refugees were {o numerous and
their neceflities fo great, as to require
a fecond brief; and the fum total, which
went through Mr. Firmin’s hands, was
fifty-fix thoufand five hundred, fixty-fix
pounds, feven fhillings and fixpence.
The moncy was to be diftributed by a
particular number of commiffioners, but
he was the moft conftant of any man at
their meetings, often attendirg from
morning to night, without allow!ng him-
{elf any time for his meals. Befides the
fumsr egxﬂarly diftributed, he obtained and
:memmecm&kmmemmsmzlmk
vate way to particular perfons, whofc
rank and quality feemed to reader it im-

* Life, paze 63.
: proper
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proper for them to take off the common
ftock, or whofe neceffities required more
than could be allowed out of it. For it
was incumbent upon the managers to
give no caufe of offence, or lay themfelves
open to the charge of partiality, fince
any thing of that fort might have checkea
the benevolence of the public *.

But affairs in Ireland {oon took a happy
turn. In the month of July 1689, King
William gained an important victory on
the banks of the river Boyne, and obliged
King James again to take refuge in
France, his adherents being forced to
{fubmit to the conqueror. Their country
being thus delivered, the Proteftant re-
fugees were enabled with {afety to
return to their houfes, employments, and
eftates; and Mr. Firmin ftrenuoufly ex-
erted himfelf to furnifh them with ne-
ceflaries for their journey. By a {peedy
removal they were materially benefited,
and the charitable and generous of this
nation, enabled to give larger affiftance
to fuch others as ftocd in need of their
kindnefs. Mr. Firmin obtained great fums
for this purpofe; and one gentleman (Sir

* Life, page 66,
D3 Thomas
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Thomas Cook) gave no lefs than fiftcen
hundred pounds, 2n inftance of generohty
which deferves to be recorded.

Mr. Firmin’s kindnefs was fenfibly felt
and gratefully remembered, as appears
by the following letter,. flom the moft
Reverend the Archbifhop of Tuam and
{even other bi{hops -

TO MR. THOI\L;S FIRMIN.
Sir,

Being occafionally met together at
Dublin on a public account, and often
dlfcourﬁng of the great .relief which the
Proteftants of this  kingdom found amongft
their brethren in England in the time of
our late miferies, we, cannot treat that
fubje& without as frcqucnt mention of
your name, who fo cheerfully and en-
tirely devoted yourfelf to that miniftry,
We confider with all thankfulncfs, how
much the public charity was improved
by your induftry, and we are witnefles
of your indefatigable pains and faithful-
nefs in the diftribution, by which many
thoufands are preferved from perifhing.
‘We know alfo, that fome who refufed
to take out of the common flock, as
keing defirous to cut off occafion of

. IUrmurs,
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murmurs, were however, by your medi.-
tion, comtortably fubfifted by private
benevolences. We doubt not, but you
and they have the earneft of your reward
in the peace of your minds, which we
pray God to fill with comforts and illr-
minate with his truths, making his grace
to abound in them, who have abourde.!
in their charity to others.” And we in-
treat, that you, and all fuch as yenknos
to have had their parts in this 1ervice,
would believe, that we fhall ever enter-
tain a grateful remembrance of it; as
fome teftimony whereof, we defire you,
for yourfelf in particular, to.receive this
acknowledgment of your kindnefs to our
brethren,and thereinto yourmuchobliged
and moft humble fervants,
J. Tuam.
‘W. Clonfert. N. Waterford.
B. Fernleigh. R. Clogher.
S. Elpin. ~ 'W. Reaphoe.
E. Cork and Rofs.

This was a letter very worthy of the
epifcopal charadter, and a noble teftimony
of the high rcgard in which Mr. Firmin
was keld. Nor was this the enly tri-
butz of praifc which he received on that

D4 occafion,



( 8 )

occafion, for a reverend dean, who had
been one of the fuffcrers, addrcfled a
poem to him ¢ on his inscomparable
¢ charity and generous indufiry in reliev-,
“ing the lrifh rcfugees.” In it he is
compared, for his altivity and zeal, to
thofe miniliring {pirits, who, warmed
with the divineft principle of love, are
ever on the wing, and fly without cea-
fing to every place where diftrefs calls
for their aid, or they may be able to ad-
minifter joy. Preachers moved their
congregations, but the cloquence of his
tongue, infpired by the feelings of his
heart firft moved many of the preachers;
and as the {ufferers had loft all things,
fo he for a while feemed loft to all things
but them. Such are the leading fenti-
ments ot the poem*®, the whole of which
is expreflive of the higheft ~admiration
and the warmeft gratitude, nor is there
tlie leaft need of any grains of allowance
for the poetical licenfe. Mr. Firmin
was always very diligent in bufirefs, but
more abundantly fo in adts of kindnefs

#* The writer of Mr. Firmin’s Life ‘has given it
entire, but the verfification is not fufficiently finooth
to pleafe modern ears, on which account it is not
inferted here.

and
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and charity; and he juftly deferved (if
it be pofiible for a mortal to deferve)
the title of a godlike man.

At a large expenfe he apprenticed
many boys, and contributed to fet them
up in trade, if they had ferved diligently
and faithfully. He juftly confidered this
as a fort of charity, that extended to the
whole of a man’slife, and might be the
ground of many charities in future, as
it fupplied them with the means of
rifing in the world, and of doing in tir
that for others, whlch fome had dene s
them. The clergy of London and oth.
dignified perfons of the church, «fic
aflifted him very liberally in this goou
and ufeful' work *. And there was or.
great clergyman, of whom he never
{fpoke without particular r(‘fpc& andt
honour, on account of the vigour and
adtive zeal, by which he was eminently
dif‘tinguiﬂied in all the offices of religion
and humanity; this was the honecurable
Dr. Henry Compton, Bifhop of London +:
whofe zeal againft Popery, when it was
favored by the court; whofe oppofition
to arbitrary power, when our liberties

* Life, page, 76. + ibid, p. g5
5 were
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were in real danger; whofe unwearied
endeavours to promote virtue ard piety,
and whofe generofity in relieving the
diftrefled, have raifed him to no {fmall de-
gree of eminence amongh the ufclul
and- worthy charaters who havc 2dorn-
ed this nation. Mr. Firmin was a wit-
nefs to his condu&t when in the ftrength
and vigour of life, and faw how nobly he
acted in difficult and trying [ <{ors, boldly
oppofing the will of his prince, rather
than alting contrary to the laws of his
country; and {tanding forth as a cham-
pion for the Proteftant caufe, when at
leaft to connive at Popery was eflential
to a man’s intereft at court ¥. 'The
bithop was alfo fenfible of Mr. Firmin’s
worth, and had a very high opinion
of him.

There were at that time particular
collections made every winter in the
churches about London, for the ufe of

* He was {ufpended, in the year 1686, from all
epifcopal and other ecclefiaftical jurifdiédion, for re-
fufing o comply with an illegal mandate of King
Juames’s in favour of popery. When the Prince of
Orange landed, the Princefs Anne put herlZlf under
his proteftion, and he headed a little army, who re~
guelled that he would be their commander. He bore
.lfo a diftinguithing part in the glorxous Rerciutien.

the
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tue poor in zad near tle city. Mr Fir
min wi.s the man who folicited the kirg’s
letter for making thefe colletions, and
tock care of diftributing his majefty’s
and the bifhop of London’s letters to
the {feveral minifters of the churches in
London to be by them read and publifh-
ed. He waited on the lords of the
treafury to receive the royal bounty,
and when all the moneys were colleéted,
and paid into the chamber of London to
be divided amongft the feveral parifhes,
by the lord mayor and the bifhop, no
ricn could proportion their refpe&tive
dividends with fuch exaénefs as Mr,
Firmin. This was well known to their
lord{iips, who therefore {cldom made
any alerations in his diftributions. In
!l thefe matters, the church-wardens
made their application to and reccived’
t'wir orders from Lim, for vshich pur-
pofe the bithep would mary times fign
lapk mapers, trafting that Mr. Firmin
would not fail of properly difchargirg
(e trrlk renel %1 in lim, and as to the
NS S o o wes alw ays realy to give
’ Land
the whole @ <" 5 charity was for {o
Lot voors uridos o Jirmin’s manage-
meat,
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ment, that he, happening to dic fome
days before chriftmas, the king’s lct-
ter was not obtained till the twelfth
of January following; and when the col-
le&tion was brought in from the feveral
parifhes, thc managers were at a lofs
how to diftribute it, and were glad to
take their dire@ions from his pattern *.

Much more however remains to be
faid of him, before we come to fpeak of
his diffoiution, for he was continually
doing good, in methods as various, as
the occafions which offered themfelves
to call forth his zeal and sbilities into
action.

* Life, p. 54.

CHAPD
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CHAP. IV,

D, Firmin's undaunted Zealin the Service
of ‘his Country as a Politician and o Pa-
triot. His Enmity to all kinds of Licen-
tionfuefs: his Endeavours te promote
Virtue and Piety; his firong dbhorrence
of the Crime of Swearing, and the Me-
thod which he ufed to check this Vice
in any of his Acquaintance.

HOSE who have the leaft acquaint~-
ance with the Englith Hiftory,
need not to be informed, that King
James II. was excluded from the throne
of thefe realms, for his open attempts
to fubvert our religion and liberties.
The eftablifhment of Popery and arbi-
trary power appeared to be hisdarling
objeéts; and thofe, who oppofed his at-
tempts, had much to fear from his vin-
diétive temper *. The unhappy perf{ons
* See the preamble to the Declaration fetting forth
the reafons for exalting the Prince and Princefs of

Orange to the throne. Rapin, vol. I, p. 794~5.
wlio



( 86

< ho had joined themfelves to the Tloke
of Monmouth in his rafth enterprize, v ire
tree.ed with the moft unrelenting cruel-
tv, as were many others whom the
hing fufpe&ted to be unfriencly to his
vicws.,  Amongft others Mr. Samucl
Johnfon, a divine of the church of Exg-
Lidd, who was a man of great learning
ard a moft exemplary charadter, felt the
weight of his vengeance. He had fuf-
fered imprifonment for f{everal years,
uot having bee¢n able to pay a fine, laid
on him for writing in the caufe of liber-
ty. Inftcad of endeavouring to free
himfelf {rom confinement by mean {ub-
miflions, he cavfed to be .printed and
difperfed feveral {mall pieces againft Po-
pery. This was very difpleafing to the
king, but that which irceifed bis me-
jefty to the highelt dogree was, ¢ Fis
“ humble and hcarty adirefs to 21l the
¢ Proteftants in the prefent army” In
this heendeavoured to difplay tlie reafons,
which ought to prevent them from b:-
ing the inftruments of the court in fi.b-
verting our relinion and goverament,
flis argiuicnts made {uch irpreffions on
cie minds of the officers and fcliicrs,
that his adwiefs dec. was thouglt very

conducive
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coraciv: to tie Feveinti 25 ol
tic army went ovorts .. Irines ¢
Crange about two erass. cwards. 1
tus 1*1(1 nt, it was the ¢i* " of no f '---."l
fui crings to Mr. Joh - e wes o
doanca to be depraded e ivio ef o

n dcioy to {tand Shece t i o the Pos
lory, to pay a fine of tive hua'red mari.s,
and to be whipped from Newgate to Ty-
burn. The whipping, which was rigor-
oully inflitted-December 1, 1686, he bore
with amazing firmncfs; and, notwit' -
{tanding what he had fu:ficre”, cont®nuzd,
ti.ough in prifon, to emylc, his pearin
ti.t: {fervice of his countrr *,

It was, no doubt, imagiaid by the ty-
rant James, that pumf’lmenw, {o dread-
ully fevere, would caufe univerfal terror;

but there always have been [~me men of
brave {pirits even in the mol: Canzzrou.
tuncs to fiand up for our libertics; ard
to Mr. Firmin's honour be it {fpoken, he
was one of that number. Hc was ever
rmindful of thofe who fufiered for con-
.wience’ fake, or for afferting our julc

1

yi "ts. He printcd a great many fhee'.
“ % his life in rthe Lise-ap) 31 Britoanies, u' t‘ -
B* - - fizal Difliczury, ol n2neds cuw Aopins

ot u.“cS.

aad
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and fome books, the defign of which
was, to excite his countrymen to look
about them, and prevent the ruin, which
threatened our conftitution and laws.
Like a great and good citizen he ftood
firm, and, in very dangerous times, pur-
fued thofe meafures, to which his duty
as a member of fociety direfted him,
not moved by the fear of thofe confe-
quences, which, without doubt, intimi-
dated many. More particularly he fet
himfelf to oppofe with great vigour
that attempt of the king’s on our reli-
gion and liberties, which was rendered
plaufible and infnaring by an appearance
of jultice and moderation. This was his
Declaration for toleration and indulgence in
religion, which he commanded to be
vead in all the churches, merely on his
own authority in contradiérion to exprefs
a&ls of parliament. Mr. Firmin ufed his
utmoft endeavours to convince the public
of the very bad tendency and defign of
this fpecious Declaration. He expendcd
confiderable fums both in publifhing and
purchafing {uch pamphlets as were writ-
ten with a view to open the eyes of the
people, circulating and difperfing them
for the general good, at no {mall coft to

himfelf.
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himfelf #. Let it not however be ima-~
gined from hence, that he was an
cnemy to liberty of confeience in its
greateft extent; never did cry man
poficfs a mere liberal aiid erlarged mind.
But he well knew that, if the king had
a right to difperfe wita the cbfervarce
of onc law, he might do the fame with
regard to all, and then a parliament
wopld be uﬁlefs, and our conftitution
totally fubverted. " This induced him
ftrenuoufly to oppofe the difpenfing power,
and though he was very {enfible that no
worth or excellency of charater would
prote’t any man from the cruel revenge
of James, yet his heart was fo filled with
love to his country, that fear coula find-
no place in it.-

The {uccefs of the Prince of Orange’s
attempt to refcue thisnation from Popery
and flavery was very doubtful; and, if it
had failed, thofe, who favoured it would
have become bleeding facrifices to their
patriotic zeal. The fate of thofe who
joined the Duke of Monmouth was then
fredh in, every one’s memory. Mr Firmin
however furthered the- defign of the

* Life, page 61,
Prince
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Irince to the very utmoft of his power;
and, when he was feated on the throne
of thefe realms, our difinterefted patriot
had farther opportunities of teftifying
how truc a friend he was to the national
intereft. A new government beirg hap-
pily eftabiifued, he contributed nct a
little towaras its welfare and ftabiiity.

There has long been a prevailing in-
clination in this country to encourage
French fafhions, which have a natural
tendency to effeminate, and French manu-
fattures, which muft certainly impoverifh
us. This fondnefs for the produions cf
that wvain fantaftic people has been no
fmall fource of their power and riches,
which it behoves all true Britons to {trive
to reduce within narrow bounds. In N
Firmin’s days‘pwrticularly it wasa moft
important duty, when that ambitious
Prince Louis XIV. afpired to univerfal
empire, and looked with an envious eye
on Britain, which, after its happy deli-
verance by the Revolution, became the
greateft obftacle to the accomplithment

£ his proud defigns.

To ruin and deftroy us was the wifh
and defire of Louis; and therefore Mr.
Firmin moft diligently promoted the ma-

nufactures
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nufactures of the Reyal Luftring Ceinpany,
which was not only beneficial to the na-
tion, by fupporting numbers amengit our
own poor, but alfo a vaft prejua.ce to
our grand enemy, by diminifiing a con-
fiderable fource of their riches. He, to-
gether with Mr. Renew (who was one
of the French refugees) were at much
expenfe to prevent the bringing over
{ilks from France, and thofe other com-
modities, which feveral merchants,. en-
couraged by the vain and frivelous who
were - more fond of the triflirg orra-
ments of drefs, than f{oliciteus acent ins
welfare of their country, veuturcd, in
{pite of the laws, to import. Mr. Renew’s
conduct was highly approved of by par~
liament, who voted him an honourable
reward for his {fervices * ;. and Mr. Fir-
min likewife deferved well of the public,
for both thefe gentlemen expofed them-
felves to great danger. They ran the
hazard of their lives from the revenge of -
thofe whom they profccuted, who were
enraged beyond meafure at the interrup-
ticn of fo gainful a trade, and the heavy
lotius to which a detetion expofed them.

* Tindal’s Continuation of Rapin, vol. IIL p. 351—1.

+
-
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It was Mr. Firmin who had the greateft
hand, and ufed the moft effectual en-
deavours in procuring ats of parlia-
ment and rules of court for the {upport
and encouragement of that company,
which was fet up to furnith us with
filks manvfadlured amongft ourfelves,
which hath been a great advantage and
credit to the nation. And they were his
and Mr. Renew’s agents, who gave
cither the firft, or at leaft very early in-
telligence of the French invafion, which
was defigned to have followed the project-
ed affaflination of King William *. Both
of thefe fchemes were defeated by a
timely difcovery; and Mr. Firmin was an
honoured inftrument in faving us from
the dreadful and impending mifchief.
But zealous as he was for the new
government, ‘and unwearied in his en-
deavours to promote its interefts, yet he
had a tender regard for thofe clergymen,
who, from motives of pure conicience,
{crupled taking the oaths of allegiance to
it, and thereby loft their. preferments.
Thc doltrines of pafiive obedience and
on-refiftance, how abfurd foever they

* Life, page 63,
’ may
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now appear, had been efpoufed and

ided by almoft the whole body of
the clergy, during the reign of Charles
1. When James wason the throne, the
fame principles were inculcated ; but his
bold attempts to fubvert aur moft {acred
rights, caufed a general alarm: and not-
withftanding the clergy had been {o long
inculcating on the people, that kings
were accountable only to God, great
numbers of them were now convinced
of their error, and allowed that refift-
ance, in {fome cafes, was lawful.

There were others, who, being too
proud to acknowledge they had been .
miftaken, took the oaths required, but
with fecret, refcrvations, and the help of
thofe quibbling evafive methods, which
too often ferve to lull men’s confciences
afleep, when they facrifice their integrity
at the fhrine of profit and ambition?
fome {till remained, men of learning,
virtue and piety, who refolving to adhere
to what they had preached, refufed to
take the oaths; and government was laid
under the unhappy neceflity of depriving
feveral as worthy of the places which
they filled in the church as any of their
contemporaries,

Mr.
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Mr. Firmin felt himfelf ftrongly dil~
pofed to rclicve them, and his charity,
awhich” was unconfined and “impartial,
began to cxert itfelf in collecting moncy
for thefe deprived Nonjurors, following
a fcheme drawn up by Mr. Kettlewell,
a perfon of eminent plety, whe hlmfdf
was one.of them.

Mr Firmis, however, did not procced
as he intenc.cd in purfuing this benevo-
lent defign, being deterred froem it by
fome friends of high rank, who told him
that this {cheme was illegal, being calcu-
Iated for the {unport of the encmies of go- .
vernment ¥, Many perhaps will be of opi-
rien that there could be nothing illegal
in this humane altion; for the Nonju-
rors were men of honour and confcience,
as appeared by the proof which they
gave of their iategrity, in adhéring to
the doftrines they had taught, though
attended with the lefs of their valuable
preferments. But Mr. Firmin, no doubt,
thought that there was much force and
ftrength in the reafors wlhich Lis noble
friends aliccged zgainft his fcheme; and

® Dr. Birch’s Lif: of Di. Tilot{tn, p.320.
: indeed,
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indeed conﬁdermg what various methods
were ufcd again to bring in our tormer
oppreflor, very extraordinary cautioa
was abfolutely neceflary.

Mr. Firmin however, though a bold
aflfertor of the liberties of the nation,
was at the fame time a determined ene-
my to all licentioufnefs. Soon after thc
Revolution, it was thought advifeable
by the friends of that caufe, to puta
ftop as far as was poflible to all open
profanenefs; for which purpofe many
good laws were enalted, and feveral
formed themfclves into a Society for the
Refrrmation” of Manners. To counte-
nance the members of this excellent in-
ftitution, Mr. Firmin contributed by his
advice, affiftance and folicitations, as
much as his leifure from his other
benevolent and ufeful undertakings
would permit him: as for his purfe, that
was always with them *. Thefec {ocic-
ties were not confined to the capital, but
were formed alfo in different parts of
the country, and very good effeéts arofc
from them. Practical treatifes were
diftributed, and fuch an attention to the

* Life, page 63. futi
autics
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duties of religion excited in numbers, as
had not been known for a long time
before *.

Mr. Firmin greatly approved the cuf-
tom of diftributing plain ufeful books,
as they might not only prove beneficial
to thofe who fhould then read them, but,
being preferved in a family, or dxfperﬁd

abroad, might become the means of do- -
ing good even to {ucceeding gencrations.
The feeds of virtue and religion, when
once fown in a family, may continue for
ages to bring forth fome fruit, and the
forming one mind to real piety may, in
the iffue of things, be attended with
the happieft confequences to numbers.
He often printed ten thoufand copies of
the Scripture Catechifin, of which his
friend Dr. Worthington was {uppofed to
be the author. Thefe were given to his
{pinners and their children, and to the
children of Chrift’s church Hofpital,
whom he alfo cngaged by rewards to
learn it by heart, furnifhing them firft
with the means of inftruftion, and then
propofing further enconragement to {uch
as were difpofed to make a proper ufe

* Tindal’s continuation of Rapin, vol. IIL, p. 374.
: of
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of them. Befides doing this, he lodged
great numbers with bookftllers, to be
fold at a cheaper rate than they could
have afiorded them, hoping that by this
means they would be difperfed al' over
England. He valucd this cateehi’un, be-
caufc it was whollyin the word. 1 Fordp-
ture, favourcd no porliculur pury or
perfuafion, and was therefore calculated
to be of general uft as it did not Icad
the young into controverfies and de-
bates *.

The members of the above-m~ntioned
excellent focieties were mrn of werth
and reputation, and they fonund greates
benefit arifing from their ufiful and dif-
intercfted labours, than mercly exciting
an attention to the external duties of re-
ligion. Swearing, drankerncfs, lewd nels,
and tle protanation of thz Lord’s day,
were aifo much reftrained ; for theymade
it a rule to inform againft {fuch as off:nd-
ed in thefe inftances ; and threw that
part of the fine which the law gave to
them into a common ftock, for promoting:-
their other charitable defigns.

As to fwearing, Mr. Firmin’s zeal a-
gainft that moft inexcufable vice, wkich

* Life, page so.
E

brings
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brings the moft folemn oaths, once re-
garded as the bonds of fociety, into con-
tempt, was particularly warm. If in cof-
fee-houfes, or other places, he heard any
fwearing, he would immediately chal-
lenge the forfeiture appointed by law,
and he always applied it to the ufe of
the poor; fo that in the companies which
he frequented, an oath was {feldom heard.
1t was alfo his rule to raife the forfeiture
according to the quality of the perfon
oftfending ; nor would he let a nobleman,
or one of diftinguithed rank, particularly
a clergyman, get off at the ordinary rate.
It was doubled or trebled upon them,
efpecially if fuch were very common
fwearers, or their oaths more than ordi-
narily profane and impious. If any refu-
fed to pay what he demanded, he would
tell them it was for the fervice of the
poor, whofe collector and {teward he was.
If they ftill refufed, he affured them they
fhould be fet down by him in the lift of
his incorrigible {wearers, and that after-
wards he never would own them for his"
acquaintance, or fpeak to them as fuch.
And fo highly was his friendfhip valued,
that many noble perfons would not en-
dure this laft, but fubmitted to do as he
' required,
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required *, As to Mr. Firmin himfelf,
the friend who firft wrote ‘his life de-
clares * thatthoughhe converfed with him
“ daily foralmoftforty-fouryears, henever
“ once heard an oath from him.” In this
he was the more deferving of commen-
dation, becaufe his temper was naturally
quick and warm, and he had oftentimes
great provocations to anger, one of the
principal caufes of rafh and intemperate
{wearing. Would men of charater and
worth imitate his example, and alfo check
the inexcufable profanenefs (and profane-
nefs is ever inexcufable) of any who in
their company are guilty of it, it might
be, and in various inftances has been,
attended with very good effeéts ; for the
extreme abfurdity of profane {wearing
feems to be univerfally acknowledged.

Such were Mr. Firmin’s regards to the
liberties of his country, and to the inte-
refts of virtue. What rendered him fo
fixed, fteady, and uniform, was his firm
perfuafion of the truth and importance of
the religion of Jefus. He was a fincere
chriftian from inquiry and conviction ;
and he fought for the articlcs of his faith,

* Life, page 64. r
E 2 ] ag
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as well as for rules for the condu& of
his life in the pure word of God. His
religious fentiments. were the refult of
cool, impartial examination; and as his
attachment to thefe fentiments, together

with his zealous, but rational endeavours
to promote an attention to them, has
ever been reckoned ‘a diftinguifhing part
of his charafter, and caufed him to be
much taken notice of in his own days;
the next chapter fhall give an account
of fome of the moft ftriking particulars.

CHAP
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CHAP V.

An Account of My. Firmin's religious Sen-
timents, and of his pious Endeavours to
promote what appeared to him to be the
true Dodlrines of the Gofpel. His great
Kindnefs to Mr. Biddle, together with
Jfome Memoirs of that extraordinary Man.
The Friendfhip of Archbifhop Tillotfon
and Bifhop Fowler for Mr. Firmin, with
fone Particulars concerning thefe emi-
nent and worthy Divines. Other Iuftances
of Mr. Firmin’s Charity to the Sufferers
Jor Religion.

T may be reafonably {uppofed that
Mor. Firmin’s mind wasimprefled with
fentiments of piety from his childhood.
The Reader will naturally conclude that
this was the cafe, from the charalter
given of his parents in the firft chapter ;
for fuch as are truly religious will en-
deavour, by all rational methods, to form
the minds of ‘others, particularly the
minds of their children, to the {ame teni-
per. The diligence and fidelity which
: E 3 Mr,

¢
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Mr. Firmin difplayed when an apprentice
afford alfo very good evidence of the
pious care of his parents; and he gave
other proofs, even in his youthful days,
of an uncommon regard to the caufe of
religion, His mind was open to the re-
ception of its pure and true do&rincs,
for he juftly thought that fincere at-~
tempts to underftand the Scriptures,
would always increafe a man’s love and
regard for them.

His mafter was an Arminian, a hearer
of the celebrated Mr. John Goodwin,
who preached in Coleman Street #*. Ilis
warm zeal for liberty led him to be a
ftrenuous defender of thofe by whom
King Charles was brought to the block;
for writing in defénce of whom, he was
excepted out of the alt of grace which
was paffed at the Reftoration+. He had
alfo the hardinefs to introduce Arminia~
nifm amongft the difciples of Calvin,
which, confidering the zeal then difplay-
ed in behalf of that reformer’s {entiments

* Life, page 6.

+ I do not remember that he fuffered any punith-
ment, but on Bartholomew day he was ejected fiom
his fiving for Nonconformity. Nezconformiff's Meme-
rialy vol. 1. page 151,

amongft
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among{t his numerous partizans, was a
very bold undertaking. But both his
courage and his abilities were very great,
and by hearing his lcorned difcovrfes,
Mr. Firmin, who was paturally inquifi-
tive, beccame a free inquirer in matters
of religion. In confequence of this, he
foon exchanged. the hurh opinions of
Calvin, in which he had been educated,
for thofe of Arminius and the remor-
ftrants, which, he thought, were not only
more agrceable to reaton, but alio more
honourable to God.

But tlic predeftinarian notions were %,
not the only ones which Mr Firniin,
after proper examination, rejc&ted. His
departure was much wider from that
which is commonly ftyled the orthodox
faith. He was entirely rgnorant of the
learned languages, and alfo of the {chool
logic and philofophy ; but his underftand-
ing and judgment were very remarkable.
And to thefe endowments of nature, im-
proved by as much reading and conver-
{ation as his bufinefs allowed him time
for; was united a fincere love of truth,
which rendered him much fitter to judge
what were really the do&rines of reve-
lation than moft of thofe who {pend their

I 4 whole
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whole lives in a college. Such have
oftrentimes a large {teck of learning with-
out any penetration, their knowledge
coni*fting moftly in an acquaintance with
weri , or the opinions of antiquated
authors upon different {fubjedts. And
when learning ard penetration have been
united, there has been too much reafon
to ccmplain, that, cither through the
prejudices of education, or the firong
bia's of vrorldly intereft, they have been
generally employed in {upjorting what
is commonly received, or hath had the
fan&ion of the public authority.

Mr. Firmin’s mind was not thus
fhackled. Uninfluenced by thofe preju-
dices which bia{s too many, he heard
with attention what Mr. Goodwin ad-
vanced on man’s free agency, and becom-
ing at the f{ame time acquainted with
Mr. Biddle, was perfuaded, by his argu-
ments, to adopt other notions likewife
with regard to the nature of the Deity.
He it was who .convinced him, that the
unity .of God is a vnity of perfon as well
as.of nature, and that there is no being
whatfoever who can be Iikened unto
the Moft High *. , '

* Life, page 10.
' That
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That there are three Perfons in the
Godhead equal in power and glory, is
ftill the doftrine generally received a-
mongft chriftians; and at the time when
Mr. Firmin began his religious inquiries
the contrary had been advanced by very
few in England..

A woman, who appeared to be a
weak enthuﬁaﬁ, was burnt for her he-
terodox notions on the {ubje&t of the
"Trinity in the reign of King Edward VI.
much againft the will of that mild and
benevolent young prince, who fubmitted
entirely to the judgment of fome of his
learned inftrutors, when he figned the
warrant. George Van-Parre likewife, a
Dutchman, who led a moft devout and
exemplary life, {fuffered at the fame time,
and in the {fame manner for affirming
« that the Father only was God *.” Bar-
tholomew Legate, and Edward Wight-
man, were alfo burnt in the reign of
James I. That monarch, who was not
a little vain of his theological abilities,
and very fond of difplaying them, ad-"
mitted the former to his prefence, and
endeavoured to convince him, that he

* Burnet’s Hiftory of the Reformation abridged,
vol. IL. page 81-=82.
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was in an error, but without effe&.
Neither the arguments, nor {what is
more calculated to weigh with moft
minds) the hope of favour from his
prince, could move him from his allegi-
ance to the God and Father of all. The
converts to thefe martyrs (if they made
any) kept their epinions prctty much
to themfelves, very probably thinking,
that it would be in vain to offer any de-
fence of them to the public, at a time
when men’s prejudices were fo ftrong,
and the government {o cruel and into-
lerant. ,

Thefe circumftances were- very dif-
couraging to a young man, nor had the
treatment; which his inftrutor met with
any tendency to recommend his fenti-
ments. But as {oon as ever Mr. Firmin
was fully convinced, that the peerlefs
and unrivalled Majefty of God could be
fupported “on no other principles than
thofe which maintain his perfeét unity,
he fet himfelf induftrioufly to propagate
this belief. Thofe were encouraged by
him, whofe abilities enabled them to de-
fend the Unitarian doérines in thieir
writings, and at great pains and expenie
he difperfed thefe writings abroad. This

. zeal
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zeal expofed him both to reproach and
danger, but fuch evils he always flighted,
when they ftood in competition with
what he thought his duty. Mr. Biddle
was a man of great note, much diftin-
guifhed for real worth and excellency
of’ charaéter, and not a little by his many
fufferings. He was likewife fo highly
valued, and fo generoufly aflifted by Mr.
Firmin, whofe attachment to him made
his own charater the more remarkable,
that it would be a great "omiffion not to
fay a few things concerning himj; nor
can an acquaintance with fome circum-
ftances, relating to this extraordinary
perfon, fail of being agreeable to the
Reader, if he fincerely love the patient,
faithful friends of virtue and religion.

- Mr. Biddle was bornin the year 1615,
at Wotton under Edge, in Gloucefter-
fhire, and had his education at the free-
{chool near that place. His abilitics
were very promifing, and even in his
younger days, a fingnlar piety of mind
was obferved in him ¥, VWhen fent to

* Lifc of Juhn P'd’le, M. A. pu'lithed in a col-
letion of Unite “m "It *rs, in 4to, printed in 1691,
prge 4. Iis Lif s allo a plce n wveiy Bio, ra-
phical work of siny sote.

. | C sford,



( 108 )

Oxford, he profecuted his ftudies with
great afliduity, and was always more
determined by reafons than by authority.
In 1641, he took his degree of Malter
of Arts with much applaufe, and having
received ample recommendations from
the principal perfons in that univerfity,
was chofen to be mafter of a free {chool
in the city of Gloucefter. In this fitu-
ation he was highly eftcemed fer his
diligence and abilities as a tutor, and al-
{o for his virtuous manners. He now
fet himfelf to read the Holy Scriptures
with great attention; but no Socinian
books whatever. Whilft he was per-
ufing the facred writings he fervently
implored divine illumination, ‘praying
that the {pirit of truth would lead him
into all truth.

It cannot be fuppofed that a being, in-
finite in goodnefs and mercy, would fuf-
fer fuch a man to fall into any dange-
rous error. Nor can it on the other
hand be imagined, that God enlightens
the mind fo far as to erable it to judge
rightly on every point of contraverfy.
The moft learned, fober, and devout men
have differed widely in their fentimenis;
from whence we may infer that this

diverfity
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diverfity is, for fome very wife reafons,
permitted.  Mr. Biddle appears to have
purfued his ftudies, in the manner which
became a lover of the Goipel. It f{oon,
however, appeared evideut to him, that
the comunon dotrine of the Trinity was
not well grounded either in reafon or
revelation ; being free and impartial in
judging, he was alfo very open and
generous in {peaking, and did, as occa-
fion offcred, mention thofe rcafons which
induced him to queftion it.

This caufed an accufation of herefy
to be brought againft him, and, being
fummoned before the magiftrates, he ex-
hibited in writing a confeflion of Faith,
refpefting the do&trine about which he
was accufed. 'This confeflion not being
thought fatisfatory, he made another
more explicit than the former. He was
not fuch an enthufiaft as to expofe him-
{elf unneceffarily to fufferings, but en-
deavoured both to avoid imprifonment,
and to keep a good confcience. Yet
this oppofition did not intimidate, but led
him to examine the Scriptures on this
point with greater accuracy, by which
means he was the more confirmed in his
opinions. He thcn drew up what was

afterwards
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afterwards publithed under the title of
“ Twelve arguments drawn out of the
“ Scriptures wherein the commonly re-
¢ ceived opinion, touching the Dcity of
“ the Holy Spirit, is clearly and .fully
« refuted.” Thefe he communicated in
manufcript to fome of his acquaintance,
one of whom was ungencrous enough to
betray him to the magiftrates of Glou-
cefter, and. to the committee of parlia-
ment then refiding there. In . confe-
quence of this, he was committed Decem-
ber 2d, 1645, to the common jail; which
treatment was the more f{evere, as he
was at that time ill of a dangerous fever.
He did however procure a fpeedy en-
largement, through the iatereft of an
eminent perfon in Gloncefterfhire, who
gave {ecurity for his appearance when-
ever it fhould pleafe the parliament to
fend for Lim.

Six.months after he had been fct at
liberty, he was fumamoned to appear at
Weftminfter, aud he freely confefled to
the committee papointed to examine him,
¢ That he was ready to hear whatever
“ could be oppoled to him, and if he
“ could not make out his opinions to be
“ true, he would then honeftly confefs his
¢ grrorm
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“ error. 'What fhall befal me (fays he)
« I refer to the difpotal of the all-wiie
“ God, whofe glory is dearer to me not
“ only than my liberty, but than my
« life.” He was here wearied out with
tedious and expenfive delays, till at
Iength his cafe being referrcd to the af-
fembly of divines then fitting at YWeli-
minfter; he often appeared before {ome
of them, and gave them in writing, his
Twelve Arguments againft the Decity of
the Holy Spirit, which were printed the
fame year. This made a grezt noift,
the author was fummoned to appear at
the bar of the houfe of commons, and on
being afked Whether he owned the
book and the arguments contained in it,
he anfwered in the affirmative. Upon
this he was remandcd back to prifon,
and the houfe ordered that his book
fhould be called in, and burnt by the
hangman, which was accordingly done. -
It has been faid, that in May 1648, the
affembly of divines endeavoured to pre-
vail on the parliament to put Mr. Biddle
to death; certain it is, to their eternal
fhame and difthonour, that they did ac-
tually procure a cruel, unjuft, and perfe-
cuting ordinance to be paffed, making it
death
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death to oppofe the {entiments, which
they faw fit.to eftablifh, relating to the
Deity of Chrift and the Holy Spirit. Itis
hard to fay, whether, in this affair, the
affembly were moft deftitute of the tem-
per which ought to adorn' the minifters
of the Gofpel, or the parliament of that
wifdom which is neceflary for lawgivers.
‘The former were met as the reprefenta-
tives of a very refpeftable part of the
church to confult about its interefts; and
the latter, the parliament, had folemnly
engaged to reform religion both in dif~
cipline and do&rine. This then was a
time when full liberty fhould have been
given to all to offer their fentiments on
religious matters; and Mr. Biddle’s piety,
modefty and learning entitled him, at
leaft, to a fair and patient hearing. But
fo far was he from being able to obtain
fuch juftice, that he probably owed his
life merely to the great diffenfions which
arofe amongft the parliament on various
fubje@s. Neverthelefs, though he did
not f{uffer death, his confinement was
made clofe for a while, until by means
of the confufed ftate of public affairs, a
fort of univerfal toleration was intro-
duced. He was then allowed more li-
berty by his keeper, who foffered him,

upon
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upon {ecurity given, to go into Stafford-
fhire, where a juftice of the peace enter-
tained him -moft courtcoufly, and left
him a legacy at his deceafe; which kind~
nefs was very fcalonable, as he had been,
whilft under reftraint, at vaft charges.
The liberty which he en_loycd was, how-
ever, but of fhort continuance. Seljeant
Bradfhaw, prefident of the council of
ftate, being informed of the indulgence
which had been granted to him, caufed
him to be recalled and more ftri¢tly con-
fined. It was unfortunate for Mr. Biddle
that the charge of herefy and blafphemy
rendered him fo odious, that havdly
any one would converfe with him. Dr.
Peter Gunning, afterwards Bifhop of Ely,
was the only divine who vouchfafed to
vifit this good man in his fix years con-
finement and reftraint. It ought like-
wife to be mentioned to the honour of
the great and good Archbifhop Uther, that
pafling through Gloucefter at the time
when Mr. Biddle’s troubles began, he en-
deavoured to convince him that he wasin
an error, though without effe. Thus
perfecuted and forfaken, his whole f{ub-
ftance was {peént, and not having enough
to pay for an ordinary meal, he was glad
. to
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to fupport himfelf in the cheapeft man-
ner poflible. A draught of milk, morning
and evening, wasvery frequently all the
fuftenance which he had. In thefe deplo-
rable circumftances, his learning and
abilities did however at length procure
him fome comfortable relief, he  being
employed by Roger Daniel, of London,
to correct an edition of the Greek Sep-
tuagint Bible, which was then about to
be printed.

In 1651, the parliament publifhed a
general aét of oblivion, and Mr. Biddle
improved that liberty to which he was
reftered, by meeting with his friends
cvery Lord’s day for the purpofe of ex-
pounding the Scriptures, and difcour(ing
on them, being always ready to defend
his own peculiar {entiments whenever
called upon. This made the London
minifters very uneafy; but they could
not prevent it. Dr. Gunning who had
vifited him in his confinement, took the
molt rational method of {topping the pro-
grefs of his opinions, by difputing pub-
licly with him in his meeting. Mr. Biddle
acquitted himfelf fo well on this oc-
cafion, that he gained much credit both
to himfelf and his caufe, which {fome

gentlemen
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gentlemen of the oppofite party had the
ingenuity to acknowle:ige, as tlicy could
not help admiring hislcarning and judg-
ment, joined to a {urprifing readinefs and
fkill in the Holy Secriptures.

‘This happened in the year 1654, when
he alfo pubfifhed a Scripture Catechifin,
which broucht him into frefh troubles.
A complaint was made agairft it in the
houfe of commons; he was brought
to the bar, and afked Vihether he had
written that book. He did not fec {it to
avow it, as he had dene, wlien he firft
ftood before the {ime tribunal, bt an-
fwered, inthe tr uei‘pirit of anEnglimar,
by aﬂcmg, “Whether it feemed realonable
 that one brought before a judgment
“ feat asa criminal fhould accufe himf{elf:”
To require this is without doubt againft
all.law and reafon, but herefy was ac-
counted fo dreadfu! a crime, that, though
it could not be clearly proved againft
him (fince he refufed to. betray his juft
rights by making a confeflion of it), yet
the catechifm was ordered to be burnt
by the common hangman; and he, as the
fuppofed author, was committed ciowc
prifoner to the Gate-houfe, and deried
the ufe of pen, ink, paper, or the acecfy

of
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of any vifitant. And as if this were no-
thing, a bill was ordered to be brought
into the houfe of commons for punifhing’
him farther. But, fince what had been
already done was illegal, he obtained his

liberty after fix months imprifonment.
About a year after this, he was brought
into greater danger. One Griffin, pro-
voked to find that many of his congrega-
tion had embraced Mr. Biddle’s notions
concerning the Trinity, challenged him
publicly to difpute the matter. .This
Mr. Biddle would willingly have declined
doing, not being forward to excite freth
clamours, unlefs fome valuable ends were
likely to be anfwered. Griffin, however,
being importunate, the meeting was
fixed, and a numerous audience being
aflembled, he afked ¢ If any man there
¢ would deny that Chrift was God moft
¢ high.” Mr: Biddle refolutely anfwered
«T'do deny it” The views of Griffin
and his party were now anfwered.
This zealot was by no means a match
for Mr. Biddle in the way of argument,
of whichbeing confcious, inftead of giving
him another meeting, as was propofed,
he accufed him of blafphemy, of which
his denial of Griffin’s queftion was clear
and
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and pofitive proof, according to the ordi~
nance againft blafphemy and hercfy then
but lately made.

Oliver Cromwell, who had at that
time the {fupreme command, under the
title of Prote&tor, was not willing, for
certain political reafons, that Mr. Biddle
fhould be brought to a trial, and there-
fore kept him a while in prifon, but at
length banifhed him to the ifle of Scilly,
being weary of receiving petitions for
and againft him. Towards his fupport
in this confinement he allowed him one
hundred crowns a-year. It is {aid that
this penfion was obtained by Mr. Fir-
min’s {folicitations, who was then indeed
very young, but poflibly by his agreeable
addrefs and great courage he might re-
commend himfelf to the Protetor’s fa-
vour; for Mr. Firmin when an apprentice
ventured todelivera petitioninto the Pro-
teftor’s hand, praying that Mr. Biddle
might bereleafed out of Newgate. Crom-
well, though a friend to toleration,
thought it his intereft to appear zealous
for religion, in the common acceptation
of the word zeal, and thus replied to his
young - petitioner; “ You curl-pate boy
“ you, do you think I w111 fhew any fa-

¢ vour
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# your to a man that denies his Saviour
“and difturbs the government?”  So
ftrong was Mr. Firmin’s attachment to
Mr. Biddle, that he had lodged and
boarded him gratis, thmkmg himfelf am-
ply repaid by his improving converfation.
In the year 1658, after about three years
exile, theProtector, movedbythe repeated
interceflions of ‘many of Mr. Biddle's
friends, ordered him to be brought back
to London ; and nothing being then laid
to his charge, he was fet at liberty.
Whilft in Scilly he had employed him-
{fcIf in ftudying the Scriptures; and being
delivered from confinement, he again re-
fumed his rcligious exercifes, and his
friends formed themf{elves into a church
of which he was paftor.

- On the death of Cromwell, a parlia-
ment was called, which, it was thought
would be dangel ous to Mr. Biddlc. "He,
therefore, teok the advice of a noble
friend, and retir! into the country till
the danger was v -3 when he returned

to his paftoral ¢ . «  On the reftoration’
of Charles ¥ v . . he meetings of all
diffenters -« .vgwided as {feditious,

* Birch\ Li. & .rdiilo o Tillotlon, page 3190
r.
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Ir. Biddle held his in a private mamner
till June 1662, when himfelf and fome of
his friends being met for divinc worfhip,
they were all feized and fent to prifon,
without being admitted to bail. Upon
their trial at the following f(cflions, the
hearers were fined twenty pounds cach

and Mr. Biddle one hundred, and order-
cd to lie in prifon till that fum was paid.
Inlefs than five weeks after, through the
noifomenefs of the place and the want of
air, he contradted a difeafe which put
an end to his life on the 22d of Septem-
ber, 1662, in the forty-feventh year of
hisage. Thus was he numbered amongft
thofe who were flain for the word of God,

and for the teftimony of Fefus. He appears
by the moft authentic memorials to have
clofely {tudied the Sacred Writings, cfpe-
cially the New Teftament, which he re-
tained in his memory verbatim, not only
in Englifh, but in Greek, as far as the
fourth chapter of the book of Revela-
tions. In his moral conduét, he was not_
only irreproachable, but exemplary; he
could not bear to hear a {entence of
Holy Writ ufed vainly or lightly, and his
mind appeared at all times to be filled
with the moft awful reverence for the

Deity.
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Deity. When engaged in private devo-
tion, he ufed frequently to proftrate him-
{elf on the ground, after the manner of
our Saviour in his agony ; which pofture
he ufed to recommend to his moft inti-
mate friends as the proper expreflion of
the deepeft humiliation.

Mr. Firmin’s love and regard for him
were no {mall proof of his worth; and
it is highly probable, that the early ac-
quaintance which he made with this
moft excellent man, contributed as much
as.any thing to his firm eftablifiment in
virtuonsand r chglous prmcnp]es It would
have. afforded good Mr. Biddle very little
fatisfa&tion had he made Mr. Firmin a
convert to his opinions only: ¢ He va-
“ lued not his do&irines for {peculation
“ but pradtice, infomuch that he would
“ not difcourfe of thofe points wherein
¢ he differed from others, with thofe that
¢« appeared not religious according to their
« knowledge. Neither could he bear
“ thofe that diffembled in profeflion for
« worldly intereft *.” He had the fub-
lime pleafure of fecing Mr. Firmin im-
prove under his inftru&tions in the moft
valuable qualities, though he was re-

* Life prefixed to his Tralts.
moved’
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moved to a better world, before he Lad
an opportunity of feeing how very ex-
tenfivcly ufcful his young dlfcxplc would
be in this.

Mr. Firmin was at all times very free
and open in declaring his Unitarian {en
timents, though they were then {o obnox-
ious; but it was not till after the Re-
Volution, that he greatly exerted himfelf
in propagating them. Antecedent to
that period, the friends of the conftitu-
tion were fo anxionus about the national
liberties, and fuch as attended to religi-
ous inquiries fo much taken up with the
Popifh controverfy, that but few had in-
clination or leifure to attend to other
difputes. Thefe, and not any fear of
danger, feem to be the principal reafons,
which induced Mr. Firmin in fome de-
gree to fupprefs his zeal during the
carlier part of his life. The . toleration

a& was no fecurity to fuch as avowed
or publifhed his fentiments; on the con-
trary a very fevere ftatute was enacted
by. parliament againft all who in any
manner whatfoever oppofed or denied
the commonly reccived dotrines con-
cerning the Trinity. Notwithftanding
this, Mr. Firmin was at great expenfe

r ~ to
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to have books printed explaining and de-
fending the Unitarian notions, and thefe
he freely gave away to as many as
would read them. He revered the con~
ftitution, and made a point of obeying all
the laws of his country, as far as they
were of a civil nature. It appears, how-
ever, from many parts of his condu&t, to
have been his opinion, that magiftrates
had no right to prevent any man from
profefling thofe opinions, which his con-
fcience led him to adopt; nor would he
fubmit té that a& of the legiflature,
which interfered with the peculiar pro-
vince of the Almighty. But {evere as
the a&t was againft all who oppofed the
common doftrines, Mr. Firmin was
never put to any trouble, though bhis
zeal againft them was fo well known.
Nor did his reverend and right reverend
friends decline acquaintance with him,
thinking it their duty to give all the
countenance in their power to {o ufeful
and good a man.

The iluftriousQueen Mary, that or-
nament to her fex, whofe virtues added
luftre to a crown, condefcended alfo to
manifeft the fincereft friendfhip towards
him. She had heard with pleafure and

- approbation
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approbation of Mr. Firmin’s aQivity and
diligence in promoting every charitable
defign. Being informed alfo that he was
heterodox in the ‘articles of our blefled
Saviour’s divinity, and the dotrine of
fatisfation, fhe {poke to Archbifhop Til-
lotfon, and earneftly recommended it to
him, to fet his friend Mr. Firmin right
in thofe points, which fhe deemed a mat-
ter of great moment and importance.
T'he Archbifhop replied that he had of-
ten attempted it, but in vain, not being
able by any arguments. he could ufe to
alter the opinions which he had fo long
formed on thefe {ubjeéts. However, his
Grace publithed the fermons which he
had formerly preached againft the Soci-
nians, and {ent Mr. Firmin one of the
firft copies from the prefs. He was not
convinced either by Dr. Tillotfon’s
reafonings, or his arguments from the
Holy Scriptures; he caufed a refpeétful an-
fwer to be drawn up and publifhed, and
himfelf gave the Archbifhop a copy of it.
To this his Grace, after he had read it,
only faid “ my Lord of Sarum (meaning
that very celebrated and worthy divine
Bithop Burnet) fhall humble your wri-
ters.” Dr. Tillotfon indeed in his be-

Foa haviour
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haviour to Mr. Firmin, as well as ina
variety of other inftances, gave full proof
that a2 man may be pofleffed of the moft
fhining abilities, and be raifed to the
higheft ftation, and yet retain all that
humility and meeknefs of {pirit, which
is more amiable than common, in perfons
fo highly diftinguifhed as he was. He
never expreffed the leaft degree of cold-
mefs towards Mr. Firmin on account of
the anfwer made to his Sermons, but
ufed to inquire in the f{ame familiar
manner as before “ How does my fon
Giles,” for {o he called Mr. Firmin’s fon,
who is mentioned in the {econd chapter
as dying when juft fetting: out in life *.
The regard which the Archbithop
fhewed Mr.. Firmin, purely on account
of his many valuable qualities, expofed
him to the charge of being a Socinian at
heart, an accufation which was entirely
groundlcfs But befides his friendfhip
with a chief of that party, he had given
furious:bigots no fmall difguft, by can-
didly acknowledging that the Socinian
writers difplayed temper, judgment, and
learning in the controverfy, between
* Life, page 15. 17, Birch’s Life of Archbifhop
Tillotfon, page, 321, ,
them
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them and the orthodox. This greatly
offended all thofe zealots, who will not
allow an adverfary to have common
fenfe or common honefty; but it had a
very good efict on the minds of thefe,
whom he endeavoured to convince of an
error. In the book, which r. Firmin
caufed to be drawn up in aufwerto his
Scrmons, he was itylad ¢ the common
« father of the nation, and is acknow-
“ ledged to.have inftru€ed the Socinians
« themfelves, with the air and hmruz‘fre
“of a fathcx, not of an atver p‘l) or
“judge.” And it was added ‘¢ that th(:y
“ were concerned for their own reputa-
“ tion to reverence his perfon and admo-
“ nitions.” Of what unfpeakable {er-
vice would it be to the caufe of charity
and truth, if all controverfies were ma-
naged by perfons of f{uch temper and
J\ldgmcnt.

The time, when Mr, Firmin was moft
ative in his oppofition to the dotrine of
the "V'rinity, was the moft favourable that
conld be to the views of the Unitarians,
the defenders of the orthodox faith being
greatly divided amongft themfelves, fome
oppofing, with much heat and virulence,
the explanations which had been given

I' 3 by
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by others. To give an account of the
various folutions, which the advocates
for the doftrine of the Trinity have of-
fered by way of explaining this myftery,
would be only to fet before the Reader,
innumerable f{entences of unintelligible
jargon, and which, as far as they can be
underftood, abfolutely contradict one an-
other. Effences and exiftencies, hypof~
tafes and perfonalities, priorities and co-
equalities, Unity in Plurality, and "Urinity
in Unity are but a few of the phrafes,
which men have invented to exprefs
their ideas on this fubje&. Ifit bea
doftrine of revelation that there are
“ Three perfons in the Godhead, and .
¢ that-thefe three are one God equal i
« power and glory, the Son begotten of
¢ the Father, and the Holy Ghoft pro-
« ceeding from the Father and the Son,.
“and yet none to be afore or after
¢ another, none to be greater or lefs than
« another:” If {uch be the exprefs doc-
trine of revelation, yet all attempts to
explain it only darken the matter; for
language does not furnifh us with words
to defcribe, nor-has the Divine Being
given us ideas to comprehend it; and
therefore all fuch endeavours are un-

profitable
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profitable and vain. However there were
{feveral divines, contemporaries with Mr,
Firmin, who diftinguif.ed themf{elves
by the various efforts which they made
to render intelligible what all acknow-
ledged to be a myftery. Their diffcrent
{olutions only ferved to puz:le the quef-
tion, and though all endeavoured to ex-
plain the thing, yet, as their dcfinitions
happened to be contradictory, they abufed
each other moft heartily as heretics and
infidels.

The chicf of thefe renowned cham-
pions were the two celebrated doctors
South and Sherlock. Both of them men
of genius and learning, but each im-
moderately attached to his own peculiar.
notions, .and bent upon defending them
with all the fury, which theological zeal
could. infpire. South’s friends, who
were the moft numerous and powerful .
party, made complaint to the heads of
the colleges at Oxford, the univerfity of
which cenfured Sherlock’s notions by a
folemn decrée in convocation, wherein
they were declared to be “ Falfe, impious
¢ and heretical, and his book ordered to
“ be burned by the hands of the common
“ hangman.” Sherlock treated the Ox-

F4 ford
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ford decree with the utmoft contempt,
retorting the charge of herefy upon his
antagonifts; each party had their refpec-
tive adherents, and in the courfe cf the
debate various folutions of the myftery
were propofed by different writers, who
maintained their refpeive and contra-
dictory opinions with no fmall degrec of
warmth and rancour. ‘Thefe debates
caufed the Unitarian party to trivmph
not a little ; for they thought it abfurd
that they fhould -be conderined for not
receiving adoétrine, which the moftlearh-
ed. of its advecates could not agree in
explaining, but on the contrary, treated
each other as infidels, atheifts and damn-
able heretics ¥, 'Whilft fo many reve-
rend "divines were abufing each other,
and making farther divifions in the
Chriftian Church, Mr. Firmin, a private
perfon and a tradefinan, endeavoured to
the beft of his abilities to promote peace.
and unity.

"Thofe who warmly contended for a
Trinity of perfons in the Deity, yet dif-
fered greatly from one another about the
meaning of the termperfon.- Whilft fome

* Tindal’s Continuation of Rapin, vol. ITI. pz{ge,.
5§20, 21, and Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Time‘s.{_
ay
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{ay that three divine perfons are three
minds, {pirits, fubftances and beings, eter-
nal, infinite &c. others rejedt this as he-
refy, blafphemy and tritheifm. To re-
concile the dottrine of the Trinity with
the perfe& unity of God, has perplexed
the learned cxceedingly ; and various
have been the phrafes and terms, which
they have adopted. The unfcriptural
expreflions made @fe of in thefe dcbates,
the Unitarians difapproved; but they
thought, that, notwithftanding the learn-
ed had fo greatly perplexed themfelves
and their readers, the thingsintended by
thefe terms were in faét agreeable to
their fentiments, or at leaft that they
might be allowed to ufc them in their
own fenfe. Such was the advantage
which the Unitarians made o¢ the dif-
putes amongft their adverfaries, whofe
quarrels gave birth to the dorecnent be-
tween thke Unitarians and the Cetholic
Church ; a book which was written
chiefly at the initance of Mr. Firmin, in
an{wertofeveral Trinitarian writers, who
had charged his party with herefy. Aftcr
this treatifc had been examined arnd cor-
cctted, it was pullified by Mr. lirmin,
and. that with more {atisfaiion than ever

Fg he
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hie had felt in fending forth the many
controverfial writings, which his fincere
love of truth had induced him to {pread
abroad in the world *. It is not to be
wondered at, that a perfon of Mr. Fir-
min’s difpofition, fhould be fo ready to
embrace a reconciliation with the Church.
He was ever a lover of peace, and al-
ways conformed as far as he could, ac-
cording to that direftion of the Apoftle’s;.
¢ Whereunto we have already attained,
“Jet uvs walk by the fame rule;” which
he, with many learned interpreters un-
derftood - thus, “ conform to the doc-
¢ trines, terms and u{ages that are com-
“ monly. received as far as you can; if in-
« {ome things you differ from the Church,
“ yet agree with her and wailk by her
¢ rule, to thc utmoft that in confcience:
“ you may.” From this principle it was,
that he never approved of a feparation
from the Church, merely on account of”
ceremoniesy habits, forms of goverment,
or any of the bare circumftantials of re-
ligion; and perfuaded-many to conform,.
who obje&ted nothing more to the efta-

blifhment than fuch things as thefe +.
Chriftians fhould undoubtedly ¢ ftudy

' * Life, page z20. -{- Life, page 21,

[11 tllc.
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« the things which make for peace” but
if the beft and moft effe¢tual way to re-
ftore peace, be to reftore religion to its
original fimplicity and purity, thofe feem
to purfue the propereft method, who re-
fufe to join, as ftated worfhippers, with
any Church whatfoever, which impofes
unfcriptural terms of conformity either
on minifters or people.” Thofe who pea-
ceably diffent from eftablithments, and
perfuade others to do {fo, may be as de-
firous of unity and concord. as thofe who
comply with them, and think they are
purfuing a method moft agreeable to the
integrity required by the Gofpel. But
though Mr. Firmin laid no {trefs on forms,
and ceremonies, many, perhaps, "will
wonder,. how he, being a Socinian,. or,
as it has been. faid, an.Arian ¥, could

conform.

¥ Dr. Birch afferts this in his Life of Archbithop-
Tillotfon, page 320. I fuppole on the authority of
Bithop Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Times, vol. III,
page 29z. Whether Bifhop Bumet heard BIr. Fir-:
min explrin-bimfelf on this head, or rezeived fuch an
account from fome other haud he haih not tola us,.
In o1l probability he was miflaken. The hooks which
Mr. Firmin diftnibuted, faroured the Socinian fcherne,
which feems to have been adopted by all the Unitari..

ans of that age,  The Arians were hurdly ever fpoker}.
‘ °
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conform to the Church in its worfhip.
Much dexterity muft certainly be necef-
fary, to reconcile the Athanafian creed
with the belief of the perfect unity and
abfolute unrivalled fupremacy of the
One God; and ftill more to juftify the of-
fering up diftinét prayers to three perfons,
when he, who ufes thefe- forms, means
to addrefs one perfon only. Befides, the
conftant repetition of thefe terms and
phrafes muft neceffarily lead the greater
part of mankind into fentiments and ideas
very oppofite to-thofe which the Unita-
rian adopts concerning the Deity. How,
then, can a fincere lover of truth recon-
cile himfelf to the ufe of them? To alf
this it may be replied, with refpeét to
Mr. Firmin, that his cafe was a very par-
ticular one. It does not appear that any
Unitarian fociety was kept up after the
death of Mr. Biddle. The diffenters of
- that age were not only Trinitarians, but
Jikewifc in general more attached to the
Calviniftical doltrines than the clergy,
meoft of whom indeed rejeted them.

of in England till Dr. Clarke and Mr. Whifton were
charged with- reviving doctrines fimilar to thofc,
which had been of old maintained by Arius and his

followers..
The
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The Quakers, befides renouncing the po-
{itive ordinances of chn(hqmty, were
then very enthufiaftical. Mr. Firmin was,
therefore, under the difagreeable neceflity
of attendmg no public worfhip at all, or
of joining where forms were ufed, and
dottrines dclivered, to which he had
material objeftions. No wonder then
that he endeavoured to reconcile himfelf
to the ufe of {ome improper terms and
expreflions, rather than be deprived of
all the pleafurcs of focial devotion. Had
he lived in thefe days, there is great
reafon to fuppoic, that he would have
Jomcd in communion with fome of thofe
private focicties, where forms and ex-
preflions merely "of human invention are
exploded, and the one God and Father of
all is worfhipped through tc ~v¢ Media-
tor Jelus Clrifl, in whof uiwee the af~
fiftance i tho Fleied Syiic of y coce and
truth is humlly implored. Sevcral cler-
gymen, of moft relh= able and worthy
charadters, have witain thee few years
thought it thcn drty ©> refon their pre-
ferments, rather than continuz to jcin in
forms which their confe.ences 4. sorov-
ed; and certainly this is alting a worthy

ald
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and upright part *, Mr. Firmin purfued
the courfe which he thought beft, un-
biafled by any regard to his private in-
tereft, or the apprehenfion of being
thought fingular. Thofe worldly confi-
derations, which have great weight with
many, had none with him. He was ne-
ver athamed of the Gofpel of Chrift, nor
of thofe {entiments, which he had formed
concerning it ; but he ever avowed and
did his beft to fupport and countenance
them.

But though, by taking advantage of
the explanations, which fome great di-
vineshad givenof the Trinitarian doétrine,
he thought he might venture to profefs
himfelf to be really of the fame mind with
the Catholic Church, andthe Church of’
England, yetherefolved tocontinuehisen-
deavours,* Thatnofal{e notionof the Tri-
¢ nity fhould corropt the fincere faith of’
“ the Unity. Hewasper{fuaded that the ar-
“ ticie of the Unity is the fieft article of
“ Chriftianity, thearticle thatdiftinguifhes
¢ Chriftians from Pagans: as the belief

* The names of Robertfon, Lindfey, Jebb, and.
Evanfon are well known, nor are thefe the only ones
whd huve lately from motives of pure confcience lefr
the eftablithed church,.

“of
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¢ of the Mefliah already come diilin-
“ guilhes us from the Jews. He judged
¢ thatthough the unferiptural terms T'ri-
¢ nity, three divine perfons, and fuch
¢ like, in the fenfe they arc intended by
¢ the Church, eontain a doirine which
“is true; yet taken in the fenfe they
“ bear in common familiar {peech, in
“ which fenfe the greater number of
“ men. (almoft all the unlearned) muft
¢ needs underftand them; they imply
“ a more grofs and ahfurd- polytheifm,
“than any of the old hdlathens were
¢ guilty of. i= that underftands three
“ Divinc Perfons to be three (diftind,
“infinite, all perfe&t) fpirits or Deings,
“ or mirnds, three creators, three {everal
«“objeéts of worfhip, is more guilty of
“ polytheifm, than the Greeks or Romans
«“ gver were before their converfion to
« Chriftianity. For though they and
“ other nations wceré heathens, that is
¢« polytheifts, aflerters of more gods;
“ yet they never believed more than one
“ infinite, all perfect f{pirit, the father
“and king of the lefler deities: Mr.
“ Firmin knew well that the majority of
« vulgar chriftians, and not a few lear-
“ ¢d men; have tritheiftic notions or

conception
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conceptions of the Trinity or tkrez Di-
vine Perfons each of which is God:
namely, that they are three diftinét,
infinite, all perfet minds or {pirits.
Meeting this every day in converfation
-as well -as in books, he was not lefs
zcalous for the doétrine of the Unity
after the publication of the {cheme of
¢ agreement than before ; and therefore
“ he propofed, befides the continuation of
¢ his former efforts, to hold aflemblies.
“ for divine worfhip, diftin& from the
¢ affemblies of any other dencmination
« of chriftians. But he did- not interd
“ thefe affemblies or congregations by
“ way of fchifm or feparation from the
¢ Church; but only as Fraternities in the
¢ Church, who would undertake a more:
« efpecial care of that article, for the
¢ {ake of which it is certain both. the
¢ Teftaments were written. "The great
«“ defignand{cope of both T'eftaments, ard
« the reafon 'that they were given by
¢ God, was to regain.mankind to the
¢ belief and acknowledgment of but one
¢ God; to deftroy polytheifin of all {orts.
« Mr. Firmin intended to reecmmend.it
¢¢ to the Uritarian congregations, as thc'
“ very reafon of their diftin& affemblirgs

49 to
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“to be particularly mindful of, and
“ zealous for, the article of the Unity, to
¢ canfe it to be fo explained in their af-
“ femblies, catechifms and beoks (with-
“ out denying or fo much os fuprrefing
‘“the catholic doérine of thc 1iinity)
¢ that all men might ealily and rcadily
“ know in what ferfe the Unity of Cod
“ is to be believed, and the myftery of a
“ Trinity of Divine Perfons (cach of
¢ them God) is to be interpreted. Mr.
“ Firmin feared that without fuch af-
¢ femblies, the continual ufe of terms,
“ which in their ordinary fignification
¢ are confefled by all to imply three
¢ Gods, would paganize at feme time
¢« the whole Chriftian Church *,

‘This plan of Mr. Firmin’s did not
take place, for he died before it could
well be put into execution. Many per-
haps will be of opinion, .that it was by
no means a {ufiicient proteft againft the ~
ufe of phrafes, which were thought to
have fo direzt a tendency to lead men
into the belicf of a do.trine, which {ub-
verted that important article the Ulity
of God.. A total {eparation from ail

* An account of Mr. Firmin’s religion annexed

0 hxs Life, page 50, 51,
churches,
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churches, where fuch forms are ufed,
feems to be the duty of every Unitarian;
cfpecially if he live in a place where a
Unitarian f{ociety is or may be fet on’
foot. Thofe, who feparate from an
cftablithment, may ftill be joined in af-
fettion and love to all its fincere and
pious members; for {urely the warmeft
charity may, and oftentimes does {ubfift,
between thofe who-worfhip in different-
places, and make ufe of different forms.
A unity of founds in the bonds of igne-
rance, or a unity of pradtice in the bonds
of hyprocnfv is by no means defireable.
"I'o promote a unity of {pirit in the bonds
of peace fhould be the endeavour of all
the fincere inquirers after truth; and
fuch a unity will be moft likely to fub-
fift between thofe, who, however they‘
may differ from one andther, are all im-
partial and upright in their refcarches.
Mr. Firmin, befides his attachment to
Mr. Biddle, evidenced in the early part
of his life a generous regard for thofe
who fuffered on account of their Uni-
tarian opinions. It was in the year 1658,
when he was a very young man, that the
Unitarians were banifhed from Poland.
Tho{'c who, about the time of ‘the Re-
formation,



( 139 )

formation, firft began to: have doubts
concerning the dodirine of the Trinity,
were fome learned and inqnilitive perfons
in the ftate of Venice, who held meetings
wiere they converfed ‘with freedom on
rcligious fubjeéts.  Some cf thefe by the
vigilance of the Popith emiffaries were
feized and put to death, others fied to
different countries, and Lalius Socinus,
who was born of a moft noble family,
betook himfelf to Poland, and having in-
ftilled his fentiments into tle quecen’s
confeflor, who defended them in writing,
they were adopted by feveral learned
men, This was about the year 1458,
and long before the celebrated Fauftus
Socinus #* vifited that kingdom. As the
Socinians increafed in numbers and repu-
tation, many privileges were granted to
them about the.year 1600, and {everal
flourifhing focieties werc formed, pro-
teéted, and countenanced by perfons
of the higheft rank. After having en-

#* Such as are defirous of knowing, what was the
real charalter, and what were the reul fentiments of
that noted man, may ohtain full fatisfaction from the
very aceurate and impartial account which Mr Toul-
min hath giveninhis ¢« Memoirs of the Life, Charac-
ter, Sentiments and Writings of Fauftus Sucinus.

joyed
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joyed homnour and fecurity for nearly
threelcore years, and diftinguithed them-
felves not a little by their mnany learned
writings, a decree was made, and an edict
iffued out, by which all Unitarians, who
would not’ cmbrace the Roman Catholic
relizion, were baniflied out of Toland,
two ycars being héwever allowd ti.em
to {ell their cftates and effelts *.

The Unitarians upon this left Poland
and fettled, fome in "I'ranfylvania, where
they had many fricnds, and others, in
different places. Amongit thefe were
many poor perfons; and, therefore, {fuch
of thc nobility and gcntry, as were of
that perfuafion, not being able in this
perfecuted ftate, to relicve the wants of
their {uffering brethren, apphed for hclp
to all the Unitarian churches in foreign
parts. They knew, that in England a
few families only had imbibed thefc
fentlrﬂcms yet they fent a letter to en-
treat .,ﬁxﬁance and Mr. Firmin procurcd
contributions from fome whom he knew
to be well affe¢ted to them. And though
no brief was granted, colletions were
made in a few of the churches, which

* Life of Mr. Firmin, page 23.
evidenced
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* Life of Mr. Firmin, page 23.
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evidenced a liberality of mind, in thofe
who encoumgcd them, very feldom to
be met with in that age of bigotry.
Mr. Firmin poflefled this generofity of
foul in an eminent degree. It was with-
out doubt natural for him to affift the
perfecuted Unitarians; but about twen-
ty years aftcr, he had an opportunity of
giving a 1emarkable proof of the un-
bounded extent of his charity.

In 1681, King Charles granted a brief
to another {ort of Polonian {ufferers, who
al{o were Proteftants. They had permitted
the Unitarians to be banifhed, when it
would have been effetually prevented,
had but one of their deputies protefted
againft it in the Diet (or general aflembly
of the ftates) for perfe unanimity is
indi{pen{ably neccflary amongft the Poles
1o render any decree valid. The other
Proteftants thus willingly permitted, and
even promoted that edi¢t by which the
Unitarians were {entenced to banithment,
and the natural confequence of the lofs
of {o large and refpectable a body was
the weakening the reformed intereft to
fuch a degrce as enabled the Papifts
almoft effectually to ruin it. The Cal-
vinifts and Lutherans would not have loft

their
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their liberty and their country, had they
not voted themfelves out of both, when
they confented to the perfecution of the
Unitarians; for the various fets, when
united, formed too ftrong a party for the
Paplﬁs to meddle with,

Mr. Firmin, however, exerted lumfelf
togive them fupport nnder their troubles;.
and, as if he had forgotten the former
injury which they had done his friends,
or rather; influenced by that excellent
precept of the Gofpel, not to render evil
for evil, but to do good even to an ene-
my when in neceflity, he kindly affifted
thefe perfecuted perfecutors. The fum
of five hundred and fixty-eight pounds
was paid in to him upon that account, be-
fides onc hundred and ten pounds, being
the contribution of nine diffenting con-
gregations ¥, It was much to the ho-
nour of the diffenters, that they were
thus difpofed to aflift forcign fufferers,
whenthey them{elveshad been {o {evere-
ly harraffed and perfecuted, and their
liberty was fo precarious. What .en-
abled them to bear thofe great ex-
penfes which they fuftained by the ejec-

% Life, page 20.
tion
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tion of their minifters, and the heavy
fines, which were from time to time laid
both upon them and their hearers, was
their extraordinary -frugality and pru-
dence. They loved the intereft of reli-
gion, and dedicated to the fervice of that
what their pofterity feem moft inclined
to devote to expenfive fathions and amufe-
ments, a prevailing love of which will
effeCtually fupprefs and eradicate every
noble, generous, and manly {entiment of
the human heart. '
Thus various and impartial, extenfive
and liberal were Mr. Firmin’s charities.
it may well be fuppofed that only the
moft ftriking particulars of an adtive life,
almoft entirely devoted to benevolent
purpofes, could be recorded. There is,
however, one inftance more of his good-
nefs, which deferves particular mention.
When the money was called in, and there
wasa very great fcarcity of current coin,
that he might be able to continue his
former charities, at a time when they
were more needful than ever, he leflen-
ed his own expenfes by laying down his
coach #, This, confidering his noble

* Life, page 77 "
connc(tions,
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conne&tions, and the vaft bufinefs which
required his attendance at different places,
was no {mall facrifice. If the admiration
of the Reader be excited on a review of
fo many alts of true and difinterefted be-
nevolence, may that admiration tend
to cherifh in his breaft the fame godlike
difpofitions ! '

CHAPD
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C H AP VI

M. Firsaii's Sicknefs and Death. He is
attended - in his laft Illecfs by Bificp
Fowler, of whom a flort Account 1s
Siven, T/’zc’ Refpect paid to Mr. Firmin's
1chzorv by Lady Clayton. Refledlions
on  his Charactery, with [ore Extracts
fronr @ Serinon preached on Geoeafton of
his Deceale.

HE fhortnefs of humau life has been
a frequent fubjeét of complaint 3
v thofe whofe vices have inclined them
to infdelity, and difpofed tham to feek
for arguments, which mizht fe1 ¢ to ex-
cufe their contempt of ridisicn, have
alledged this as a reafon : gain* Jic doc-
trine of Providence. _Bit it is a high
degree of foliy and prefumption to argue
ju this manncyr: we arce very incompe
tent judges of what in this cafe is righ.
and fit. We may be affured that the pe-
rind allotted to us by the great Giver of
life is fully {ufficient for our pericrming
ail that De ~xpeits we fhould do. 4 hort
G cxiftence



( 146 )

exiftence in this ftate is too long for
thofe who are bent on wicked courfes;
mankind have no reafon to wifh for their
ftay in it. A life of labour and toil, of
pain and forrow, which falls to the lot
of many, cannot be very defirable. And
with refpect to the benevolent and vir-
tuous, who are bleffings to their friends
and to-fociety, they are convinced that
God expedts them to do no more good in-
the world, when he fees fit to take them
out of it ; and they have no caufe to re-
pine at being foon called to receive the
reward of their labours. Mankind, when
they lament the lofs of fuch, ought not
to refleét upon the Divine Wifdom, but
learn to be wife themfelves; for there
would not be fo much caufe to lament
the removal of the good, if more would

learn to imitate their worthy actions.
Dear and valuable as Mr. Firmin’s life*
was, yet it could not reafonably be ex-
pcé‘ted that it fhould extend muchbeyond
the common period allotted to mortality;
and, if thofe who loved him, fondly in-
dulged fuch a hope, they were greatly
difappeinted, for he did not reach feventy.
His conftitution was naturally ftrong and
firm ; but he had greatly weakened it by
a conftant
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2 conftant and unrcmitting atteution to
his many and various charitable ¢mploy-
ments. He fcemed to have adepted the
maxims of the excellent Bifhop Cumbe-.
land, who lived to be eizhty-fiven, ard
couldnot,cvenivhisveryidimonts, codiil
fuaded from undertaking ittievs . 1though
fuperior to his ftrength, his wnlsor aid
refulution was, “I will domy d iy as
“ long as I can:” and when his {vicnds
reprefented to him, that fo much ftndy
and labour would injure his health, his
ufual reply was, © A man had better
“ wear out, than raft out.”

“ My, Firmin was {ometimes liable to
« jaundiccs, often afflit ed witht cholics,
“ amd was {carecly ever without a cough,
* for his luugs had bheen long -, fical,
“ He wonld often return home {0 t'rd
¢« and depreffed in his{pirits, that Lispul ¢
“averc fcarcely tobe fult, or very T yuidd;
« and he would then take a little 106t in
' his chair, but foon ftart up out of ¢
- and appear very lively in cempany, of™
¢ pecially where any good was te Lo
¢ gone. The more immediate eav.e i
¢ his death was a fever which {eizl bty
“ {pirits, beginning with a ¢hill 45 « |
< fhivering, and thea a licat e o0 1oe

G - -
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“ was at the fame time affiifted both in
 his Jungs, with a great fhortrefs of
¢ breath, not having ftrength to expe&o-
“ rate, and alfo with f{uch terrible pains
“in his bowels that for many hours
¢ nothing could be made to pafs through
“ him. He had alfo for many vears been
¢ troubled with a large rupture, all
“ which made his ficknefs very fhort. He
“ had withed in. his lifetime that he
« might not lic above two days on a
“ dying bed; God granted to him his
« defire, he lay not {o long by eight hours,
¢ and December 20th, about two of the
« o’clock in the morning, anno dom. 1697,
< he died.”

During his laft illnefs he was Vlﬁtcd
by his moft dear friend Bifhop Fowler ;
but on account of the extreme violence
of his pains, he could hold but little con-
verfe with him. What did pafls between
them his "Lordfhip made known under
his own hand, and was as follows. ¢« Mr.
¢ Firmin told me he was now going:
« and I truft,” faid he, *“ God will not
<« condemn me to worfe company than I
« have loved and ufed in the prefent life.”
1 replied, ¢ That he had been an extra-

« ordinary example of charity, the poo:i‘
- “ ha
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“ had a wonderful blefling in you: I
“ doubt not thefe works will follow you,
“if you have no expeltation from the
“ merit of them, but rely on the infuiite
“ goadnefs of God, and the merits of our
¢ Savioar.” Here he anfwered “ I do {o:
“and I fay in the words of my Saviour,
“Jrhen I heve done olly Ians but an wnpre -
“ ftalle foreant, e wasin fuch anagony
¢ af body for want of breath, that i ¢id
not think fig i9 {peak more te him, but
“ onlv to give Lhim aifurance o'y enrp-
“ ¢ft prayers for him, while be remuained
“in this world. ‘Fhen I took a fhlemn
“ and affe@tionate farcwel of Lim, and he
“ of me *,” . -

-

~

2

-

-~

<« It

* Bithop Fowler was a.man well defcrving particu-
lar notice 1n a life of Mr. Firmin*.  lde was bomn in
the year 1632, at Wellerleigh in Gloucefterfhire, and
reccived his grammar learn'ng at the coilege fchoil
in Glouceiter. In 1650, he became clerk of Corpis
Chrifti Callege in Oxinrd, of which he wis almined
as a chaplain tharee ye.rs after, beinx very rendy ad
fluent in extemporary: praver. (m Burtholomew
dey, 16062, he was ejccted ivom the reory of Noris-
all in Bedfordfhire, to which he had een prefew, € ¢
by the Countefs of Kent §. However, not beinwi -
ing to lie in filence and obfeurity, he endeavource «

* Life, page 81—3.
f Nonconformiit’s Memorizl, vol, I, page 2-¢.
G 3 CCrquex
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“ It is ufual to conclude lives with a
“ charafter of the perfons, both as to
¢ their bodies and the "qualitics of their
“ minds: therefore I mufl further add.
¢ Mr. Firmin wasof a low fiature, weil
*¢ proportioned ; his complexion fair and
- “ bright ;
conquer his feruples; and after a while, havidg re-
couciled himfelf to the impofed terms, he conformed
and became a great ornament to the church. His
father, who was eminent both for minifierial abilities
and labours, and his brother, who had a valuable Liv-
inrof three hundred pounds per ann. and fhartened
his days by a clofe application to ftudy, were both
cietted at the fame time *, and could neverbring their
confciences to fubmit to the act of uniformity. But ie
does not appear that ever they cenfured him, who did
comply : Bor had they caufe, men of equal learning,
piety, and integrity may fee the fame thingin different
lights. Mr. Fowler having diftinguifhed himfelf byfome
excellent moral writings, Archbithop Sheldonwas deti-
rous of introducing him-to the metropolisof the kine-
dom; and, therefore, in Auguft 1673, gave him the
rectory of All-hallows, Bread-Street. In 1675, he
was nade prebendary of Gloucefter; and in March
1681, vicar of St. Giles, Cripplegate.

In this refpeGtable fituation he made himfelf very
obnoxious to the court and its adherents, by his ftre-
nuous oppofition to Popery. Some of his parithioners
alfo, in order to recommend themfelves to the higher
powers, commenced an ill-natured profecution aguinit

* Nonconformift’s Memorial, vol. I." page 549.

and vol, I1. page 218,
him
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® bright; his eye and countenance lively,
“ his afpect manly and promifing {fome-
“ what extraordinary, fo’'that a {tranger
“ might readily take him for a man of
“ good fenfe, worth, and dignity. VWalk-
“ ing or fitting he appeared more comely

‘ “ than

him; alledging that he was guilty of Whiggifm, and
that he admitted to the communion excommunicated

erfons, before they were abfolved ; and the mattec
{Zeing tried at Doftor’s Commons, he was fufpended.
‘This affront, however, did not inttmidate him ; forh:
went on in the refolute performance of his duty, and
was the fecond who figned the refolution, into which
many of the London clergy entered, not to read King
James’s declaration for liberty of confci¢nce. -On ac-
count of this and his excellent writings, which did -
honour to the church and nation; he was preferred by
King William, in 1691, to the See of Gloucefter, in
which he continued till his death, in Auguft 1714,
having reached his 82d year *,

Bifhop Fowler had the caufe of rational piety and
practical religion much at heart; and he thought the
main defign of Chrittianity was to promote real holi-
nefs. He was no zealot for mere outward forms; and
expofed bimfelf to the rage of furious bigots, I'v wri-
ting in defence of thofe divines, who were thenityled
Latitudinarians. Thofe who were thus denomincted,
were accufed of Sociniunifin, Athecifin, &c. for no
other reafon than thieir ¢xplaining fome doétrines in a
manner lefs myfterious thun had been ufual amonzit
divines, and alfo becaufe they were ready to facrifice

¥ Biographical Dictionary, Article Fowler,
. G 4 a few
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¥ than ftanding {hll for kis mien and
“ aftion gave agraccfulncfsto his perfon.
“The endowments, inclinatins, and
“ qualitics of his mmind, the recder may
“form a judgment of from the account
“ which hath been given of his life. It
‘¢ appears that he was quick of appre-
% henfion and difpatch, and yet almoft in-
‘“ defatigably induftrious, properties that
® very rarely meet in the fame man. He
“ was befides inquifitive and very inge-
“ nious, he had a thirft after knowledyge,
“ and the quicknefs of his underftancing
¢ enabled him to acquire it in a large de-
& gree, with but little labour. He could
“ not diffemble; on the contrary, his
“love or anger, his liking or diflike,
« might be eafily perceived. In both thefe
“« refpc&s he wasrathertooopen, but open-
“ nefs is the effe of fincerity and thear-
“gument of an honeft mind. He never
« proudly affeCted the notice of others,

a few ceremonies and rites, confefledly indifferent in
their nature, rather than exclude from the church
many excellent perfons, who fcrupled to fubmit to the
impofition of them. Bifhop Fowler was a learned ad-.
vocate for the doftrine of the Trinity. The mutual
elteem between him and Mr. Firmin arofe from the
warm love which they both had for rc.] pisty and
goodnefs wherever found.

“ whether
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¢ whether above or below him, which
¢ fcems a good proof that his charities
“ did not procecd from any affe&ation of
“ honour or glory amongft men, but from
¢ thelove of God, and his affli¢ted brother.
“ He was naturally facetious, but he
¢ valued judgment rather than wit. He
“ was neither prefuming or over bold,
¢ nor yet timorous; a little prone to an-
“ ger, but never exceflive in it either as
¢ to meafure or time. Bcing well affured
“in himfelf of his own intregrity, he
© Nieard without uneafinefs the calumnies
« which fome malicious perfons had pro-
¢ pagated concerning him, only he was
¢ {orry that men fhould be fo wicked and
« rafh as toinvent or report falfehoadsand
¢« lies merely to gratify a malignant or
% envious difpofition *.”

He had often fignified, that it was his
defire to be buried in Chrift Church
Hofpital, the interefts of which charitable
inflituticn he appcared to have much at
lieart when living. In compliance with
this lhis defire, he was interred in the
cloyfters of that Hofpital, and his relative,

~

¥ Tike, p.81,—4. The above quotricn is nee
D7y literal, atew alierations were mode with a view

. watvey the fame foae Ve nore el
L 4 erclied
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ere®ted a marble to his memory, with
the following infcription.

UNDER that fione, near this place,
lyeth the lody of Thomas Firuin, late
Gitizen of Loudon, aGovernour of this and
St. Thomas’s Hofpital ; who by the Grace
of God, was created in Chrift Fefus unto
£ood works, wherein he was indefatigably
induftrious, and fuccefsfilly provoked many
others thereto, becoming alfo their Almo-
wer, vifiting and relieving the Poor at their
Houfes, and in prifons, whence alfo he re-
deemed many. He fet many hundreds of
them at work, to the expending of great
flocks: he rebuilt, repaired, and added con-
veniences to Hofpitals, weekly overfeeins
the Orphans. ~ The Refugees from France,
and from Ireland, have gartaken largely,
the effects of his Gharity, Pains, and ear-
neft Solicitations. for them. He was won-
derfully Zealous in every good Work, be-
youd the Example of any in our age. T/us
Shewed he ks Faith by kis Wirks, and
cannat reafonally be reproached for that
which brought forth fuch plenty of Good
Fruits. .

He died Dece. 20, 1697, and in the 66th
year of his Age *. _

* Life, p. 89, go. ' Lady
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Lady Clayton had fo great a refpelt
for his memory, that, with the concur-
rence of Sir Robert, fhe erefted a hand-
{ome monument in their garden at Mar-
den in Surry, in a walk called Mr. Fir-
min’s Walk, he being the perfen who
had planned it. This monument is a
marble pillar, about eight feet high,
with an urn and flowers growing out of
the top of it, with this moto, Florefzit
funere virtus. there is alio a marble table
fixed to one fide of the pillar, with the
following infcription.

To perpetuate (as far as Marble and
Love can do it ) the Memory of Thomas
Firmin Gitizen of London.

None ever paffed the feveral periods of
Husnan Lifé more irreproachably, or per-
Jori’d the cominon Duties of Society with
gr:atet Slicerity and approbation. T/'az{r/z
it appears, by his public (pirit, that he
thought himfelf born rather for the Benefit
of oz/hrf, than Lis oum private Addvin-
tage ; yet the jatisfaction of doing Go °,
and the univerfal eftcem of /im.c/l 70y
2 e Fim the Fappicst per foir in the werla.
But his Charity ( which was net conjii-d

20
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2o any Nation, Seit, or Party) is moft
worthy thy Imitation, at leaft in fome De-
gree, O Reader ! He was as liberal of his
own, as faithful in diftributing the pious
Donations of others whom he fuccefifully
perfuaded to relicve the diftreffed, par-
ticularly the laborious poor ; for of vagrant,
idle, and infolent Beggars, he was no ad-
vocate nor encourager. FHis agreealle
Temper rendered him an extraordinary
lover of Gardens, he contrived this Walk,
whick bears his Name, and where liis im-
proving Converfation and Example are flil}
remembered.  But fince Heaven has better
difpofed of him, this Pillar is erected fo
Charity and Friendfhip by Sir Robert Clay-
ton, and Martha his Lady, who firft build-
ed and planted in Marden.
Born at Ipfwich, in Suffolk.

Buried in Chrift Church Hofpital London.

Gardening was the amufement in
which Mr. Firmin chiefly delighted.
The author of his life fays ¢ He culti-
% vated a piece of ground at Hoxton, not
¢ a mile from London, where he raifed
“ flowers, and in time attained no {mall
¢ {kill in the art of gardening, in the
¢ culture of flowers, herbs, greens, and

¢ fruit
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“ fruit trees of all forts. I have often
 borne him company to his garden; but
“ either going, or ¢oming back, lie ufed
“ often to vifit the poor and fick: . this
“ was one of Mr. Biddle’s leflons, that
“ it is a .duty not only to relieve, but
“to vifit the fick and poor; becaulc
“ they are hereby encouraged and com-
« forted, and wé come to know more of
‘ what nature and degree their ftraits
“are, and that fome are more worthy
<« of afliltance than others; and their con-
¢« dition being known, fometimes we are
¢ able to affift them by our counfel, or
“ our intereft, much more cffeGually
¢ than by the charity we do or can be-
“ ftow upon them *-

¢« Such were the general endeavoursand
¢ performances of Mr.. Firmin’s life.
« The particulars under each general
¢¢ head were fo numerous, that to relate
« them all would perhaps tire both the
¢ Readerandthe Writer. We havetaken
« a view, though but an imperfet one, of
¢ 3 perfon of middle extraction and flen-
¢« der beginnings, who raifed himfelf to
« the honour of a very great number of

* Life, p. 10,
Se R « jllufirious
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¢ illuftrious friendfhips, and to an afflu-
¢ ence of worldly.wealth; to which
“ when he had attained by induftry,
“ integrity, and worth, like our Saviour,
¢ he went about doing good. " In refpe&
¢ of his endeavours in all kinds of cha-
““rity, he may defervedly be called #4e
¢ Father of the Poor, and with regard to
¢« the Irifh and French refugees, #/ie Almo-
“ ner of England. 'The Divine hand had
¢ qualified him to do much good, him-
“ {elf fought out the objeés and occa-
¢ fions for it, and delighted in the work.
“ And he did it with fo much diligence
¢“ and application that he might even
¢ have faid with our Saviour, my meat is
“ 2o do the will of him that fent me ; tmd
“ to finifh his Work.

“ The Jefuit, who aflifted the late fa-
¢ mous Marfhal Luxemburgh in his laft
¢ hours, thought he might well put this
« queftion to him: Well, Sir, tell me,
“ had you not rather now to have given -
“ one alms to a poor man, in his diftrefs
« for God’s fake, than to have won fo
¢« many viCtories in the field of battle?
¢ the Marfhal confeflfed he faould now
« choofe the former, feeing nothing will
& avail any man, in the eternal world,

% but
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“ but only the ations of charity, or
“ of juftice and piety. The confeflor
“ doth not feem to have been imperti-
“ nent in the quecftion; for in our ferious
¢ laft hours we fhall all be {enfible,
“and be likewife ready to confefs, that
¢ we were wife only in that part of our
¢« life which was laid out in the dutics
¢ either of humanity towards men, or
“ piety towards God. The Crafli and
¢ Crzfi, the Hannibals and Luxemburghs,
 the moft confpicuons for wealth or mi-
t¢ litary glory, how gladly would they in
“ theirexpiring moments,exchangeall the
“ fruits of their ambition, for fome part
¢ of our Firmin’s toil and labour for the
“ poor, and the deferving. Is it for
« want of faith or of confideration, that.
“ we are {o better pleafed with read-
“ ing the adts of the Alexanders, the
“ Charlemains, and other falfc heroes,
“ than thofe of perfons who have beed
“ exemplary for juftice, beneficence or
« devotion, and are now triumphant in
“ heaven on the account of thofe fervices
“ to God and tomen ! but fo it is, cither
“ becaufe we are not Clriftians or be-
s caale we are, fools; we are, commonly
« fpeaking,
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¢« {peaking,better pleafed with the {'ons of
« earth than of heaven *,”

It is to be hoped, that the Readers of
Mr. Firmin’s life, whoever they may be,
will learn to value and to imitate {fo ex-
alted a charalter, and be confirmed and
ftrengthened in the beft and worthieft
difpofitions, efpecially in humanity, and
charity. Mr. Firmin affords the beft
cxample on record to young tradefmen.
Such may learn what vaft {ervice one of
but {mall fortune was capable of doing,
by ftriving to merit the acquaintance of
fuch perfons of rank and eminence as
were enabled and difpofed to do good.
Many, who have {ufficient wealth to ren-
der them extenfively and eminently ufe-
ful to their fellow- creatures, would be
really fo, did fome acive perfons of
known ability and integrity ftir them up
to it by their examples and folicitations:
Mr. Firmin was a great mafter of the
art of perfuafion. He pofilefled a con-
fiderable degree of prudence as well as
wit and addrefs, and knew how to choofe
the mollia tempora fandi, the fitteft {eafons
for {peaking, and when he {poke, he ap-

* Life, p. 77,=9,.the quotation is not quits literal.

plied
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plied himfelf to thofe paflions of the per-
fon whom he folicited which could moft
efetually be wrought upon. He once
went to aflk a citizen of the higheft rank,
for his charity towards rebuilding St.
Thomas’s hofpital, and petitioned him
for no lefs than one hundred pounds.
This citizen having been fome way or
other difobliged by the governors of the
hofpital, refufed to fubfcribe any thing.
But Mr. Firmin {ceing him one day in
company with {ome friends, whom he
refpeéted, ‘and by whom he was willing
to be refpe€ted, and alfo finding that he
was in a very.good humiour, he again
rencwed his requeft, and by this well
timed application obtained the whole
fum which he had defired *. To his
perfonal folicitations he was fometimes
forced to add letters; and frequently
{ucceeded beflt by the axguments there
made ufe 6f. It appears, by one of his
books, dated 1679, that he had received
the fum of five hundred and twenty
pounds from feventy-two perfons, and in
the ycar 1681, the fum of five hundred
and thirty-two pounds from forty-three

* Life, p. 47. o
perfons.
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perfons. All thefe were to be tréated
with privately, as opportunity offered;
which required much time, caution, in-
duftry and diferetion, which laid out on
his own bufinefs muft have been of vaft
private advantage. Mr. Firmin might
much more eafily have been one of the
great men of the world, than almoner
general for the poor and the hofpitals *,
‘Thus it was, that, though -he wasa
great mafter of the art of perfuafion, his
adtions always™ fpoke with more elo-
quence and force than his words: and
as he never thought any thing, which he
could fay or do, was too much, when
charity was the fubject, he met with un-
common {uccefs in his applications. But
leffons of benevolence and humanity are
not the only ones which we may learn
from a review of Mr. Firmin’s charalter. -
What was it which made him fo aive,
{fo ufeful, and fo exemplary! it wasa
principle of religion. The feelings,
natural to the human heart, may excitea
man to relieve a diftrefled objet, who
appears in view; but to be inceflantly
feeking out for fuch, and labouring for

¥ Life p. 48, -
their
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their good, to facrifice not only riches,
but alfo many of the comforts of life,
to wafte the ftrength and health in the
fervice of ftrangers and foreigners, thefe
arc actions which clearly prove that the
mind is a&uated by religious motives.
And. what religion is {o well adapted to
render a man unwearied in well doiug
as the religion of Jefus? and what more
exccllent definition can be given of re-
ligion than that whicly we have in one
of the facred writers? Pure religion and
undefiled Lefore God and the Father is this,
to vifit the Fatherlefs and Widows in their
afffiction, and to keep himfelf unfpotted from
the world ¥. The excellent nature and
happy tendency of this religion Mr. Fir-
min underftood and felt; and he was un-
wearied in his endeavours to promote
the knowledge of it in its purity and the
practice of it in its fulleft extent. And .
what but a fecret love to vice, of {ome
one vice at leaft, or a moft unaccount-
able turn of mind can render any perfon,
who loves his fellow creatures, an enemy
to the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift? this Gof~
pel contains the molt excellent rules;

s .
ames, 1.
James, i 37. )

it
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it fets before us the moft perfet ex-~
ample ; and the rewards which are pro-
mifed to a patient’ continuance in well-
doing, afford the moft powerful motives
which can be oftered, to raife in the -
human heart the warmeft regard to
every thing great and noble. The
charaéters, which have been fermed upon
the Goipel model, will appear upon ex-
amination to have been the moft uni-
formly goecdand ufcful which have ever
been exhibited to the world. And the
review of {uch a charalter as Mr. Fir-
min’s cannot fail of exciting in every
virtuous mind, an increafing love and re-
verence for that religion, which laid the
foundation of {fo many worthy and gene-
rous deeds.

If any, who read his life, fhould be in-
clined to think unfavourably of Mr. Fir-
min on account of his religions f{enti-
ments, (which on fome controverted
points, were very different from thofe
contained in the creeds and confeffions
generally ftyled orthodox) let them only
lay afide their prejudices in favour of a
particular {yftem, and they will fee and’
acknowledge his worth. Some, who ftyle
themfelves minifters of the Gofpel of

peace,



( 165 )

peace, will yet take upon them in moft
of their public difcourfes, .raflily to con-
demn thofe, who cannot affent to their
explanations on doubtful and myfterious
poiuts. By this mcans many {erious aned
well difpofcd pert ns are led to thirk
unfavourably, and to {peck Tarfbly of
thofe, who differ from tiom. It is to be
iamented that the men, who are zcalous
for controverted do&trines, about which
there have been almoft endlefs difputes,
fhould at the fame time be forgctful of
this plain precept of their Redeemer,
Fudge not that ve be not judged*. Such
may very properly be afked in the lan-
guage of the Apeltle Paul, Z%o art thou
that judgeft aucthcr man’s fervant? to his
own rzzﬁu he flendeth or falleth +. 1f men
bring forth the fruits of righteoufnefs in
their conduét and behaviour, how dare
we to czll in queftion the fincerity of
their fuith? "Chis is {etting up ourfelves
for judges of the heart, which is the fole
prerogative of God. We may be affured,
that He, being infinitely wife and good,

though He may not fee fit to guard his
creaturcs againft every miftake, yet will

% Matovil, 1. 4 Rom.’"xiv; 4
not
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not fuffer thofe, who appear fincerely
defirous of knowing and doing his will
to fall into any fatal error*. A little
acquaintance with the hiftory of religion,
and with the worthy chara&ers of per-
fons differing from each other in fpecu-

lative

* Very pertinent to this matter are the fentiments
contained in a fermon occafioned by the death of Mr.
Firmin, and affixed to his Life. It appears from the
title page to have bcen preached in the country ; but
where, orby whom, it isnot faid. Inall prob'iblhty it
was delivered to fome little private fociety of Unita-
rians, who might perhaps have ventured to hold ore
fecret meeting, that they might ftir up each other to
imitate the exupllenmes of their departed friend, who
had done their caufe fo much honour, and w ho was
worthy of general imitation. Happy no coubt would
they have thought themfelves, if the fpirit of the
times had permitted their more publicly aficmbling.
The text was very fuitable to the occafion; Luke, x.
36, 37. Fhich of thefe three, thinkeft f/'ou, avas
neighbour to bhim that fell among the thicves? He an-
Savered, be that fberced mercy on him. Then faid Fefur,
go and do thou Lkewife. On thefe words the preacher
made a number of ufeful and pratical obfervations,
of which the following may not be lmproperh quoted.
¢ The caufe of fo great an averfion and difpleafure
¢ between the Samaritans and Jews, was ditfference
s« of religion. The Samaritans owned only the firft
¢ five books of Holy Scripture, namely the books
‘¢ written by Mofes. As to the prophets, the books
<t of Solomon, the Plalms of David, Job, the books
¢¢ of Kings and Chronicles, Nehemiah, ¥zra, Rud,
e Efther: thefe they rccexvcd not as diwine booki.

¢ There
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lative points, will tend to bani all nar-
row prejudices from the pious and good
of every denomination, and they will
learn to love one another with a pure
heart fervently. Heavenis large enongh
to contain all the fincere friends of truth

and
¢t There is no doubt that, in thefe matters, the Sama-
< ritans were to blame, and were in the wrong; the
¢ Jews had the advantage in all points that were con-
¢¢ troverted between them and the Samaritans. Nuy
¢¢ farther, the Samaritans miitook even about the o)>-
¢¢ jedt of worthip, God. ‘T'heir notions or apprehen-
¢¢ fions of God, feem to have been confufed and un-
¢¢ certain. “They are the words of our Saviour, John
¢ iv. 22, Ye (yc Samaritans) £notw not swhat ye avor+
‘¢ jhip; ave (we Jews) knotv wwbat ave avor/bp. The
¢ error then of the Samaritans confifted, not only in
¢ refufling diverfe books, tclonging to the Old Tefta-
‘¢ ment, but their conceptions or opinions coacerniny
¢ God were not clear or true. Ye know not, fays our
¢ Saviour, what ye worthip; that is, ye know not
¢ (GGod: fomeknowledge ye have of him, but ye know
¢ him not rightly : it is an obfcure, confuled, and
¢ for the moit part of it, a miftaken knowledge that
¢¢ ye have of him.

«¢ Of this natirn, and of this religion, was the per-
¢¢ fon whom our text fo much coramends. Thisis he
¢t of whom our Saviour fays here, he was the true
¢t neighbour; the perfon whom the law of God in-
“¢ tends when it fays, Thou fbalt lowe thy neighbour as
¢ hefesf. He wasnot a Jew, thatis, he wos not of
¢ the true church of God: he owned but a fmall
¢¢ part of Holy Seriptures, difowning the far greater
¢¢ part of the Divine Word.. His knowledze of the

¢ obiect
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and virtue; and however {uch may dif-
fer in leffer matters, their views are all
directed to the fame end, and they are
all going to the {ame place. Wr. Firmin
thus humble, though at the fame time
with a rational confidence, exprefled
: his
¢¢ obje&t of worfhip, of God, was fo imperfe, uncer-
¢ tain and confufed, that our Saviour himfelf pro-
¢ nounces, the men of that religion knew not God.
¢¢ But with all thefe infelicities he was a doer of good,
¢¢ a lover of men, adorned with beneficent, charitable
¢ principles. Not carried away by the common
¢ and general example, whether of the Samaritans
¢¢ or Jews, to hate others merely for their religion ;
¢¢ open handed and well uffected to men as men. Such
¢ a one, fays our Saviour iIn this text, is to be uc-
¢ counted a neighbour, he belongs to that churge
¢ and law of God, thoz fhalt lwe thy neiglbuur as
¢ thyfelf. A Levite, or Prieft, though-he 15 a mini-
¢ fter of God Moit High, may lefs deferve the be-
¢ nefit of that law ; he mzy not have fo good a claim
¢ to it, as a man of a far country, and another reli-
¢ gion; the good man, the doer of good, is that
¢¢ perfon who only ¢an challenge it as his right, to be
¢¢ loved as ourfelves. Give me leave to make theie
<¢ few fhort remarks hereupon.
1ft. ¢¢ Gur moft bleffed Saviour prefers here the
«!Samaritan before the Levite, and the Prieft; the
¢¢ doer of good before the man of right faith or true
¢ opinions : the reafon is a man’s faith, his right fect
<t or way of refigion, why, itis a defireable thing,
¢t valuable felicity ; but it does good to nobody butto
¢ the perfon himfelf. IfI hold the true rehgion in
4 all refpects, fo as not tomiftake fo much as in one
’ ¢ pont §
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his hopes of happinefs in his ex, iring
moments ; “.I truft (faid he) that God
“ will not condemn me to werfe coim-
¢ pany than I have loved and ufed intt e
« prefent life.” His delight had been
the company and converfe of the exccl-

leut

¢ points what is the world, what is my neighbour
* the better for my great and exaft knowledrre and
¢ {kill ? - But if, like the Samaritan in this text, I am
¢ a lover of men, a doer of good, open handed; or
¢ if T cannot do fo, yet open hearted’; a great vy
¢¢ others one time or other fhall be the better for this.
¢ We cannot reafonably wonder that God efteeins a
¢¢ virtue which is ufeful to many, beforea right faith, or
¢¢ true knowledge, which are not a common and gene-

¢ ral good, as the doing of good is. :
¢ 2d, Again I take notice, it is not-indeed in every
¢¢ one’spowers to do, as this Samaritan, to relicve the
#¢ poor or diftreffed in their wants, or to encoura ¢ the
¢¢ worthy and deferving in their excellent endenvonrs,
¢ But though few of us have the Samaritan’s pw. fe, ']
¢t may, and fhould, have his fpirit. 'We ern . o2 us
¢ countenance, and beof party with the well defurving ;
¢ and the peor we can all of us hel» by our couaf I,
¢¢ favour, good looks and good words. "There is no
¢¢ commandment of God but all perfons m.y enrn
¢ the recompence that belongs to it; for-ajl of us can
¢ perform it either in act, or by approving, apjl.t.
“1ng and favouring it. I make the deed ot t. s
*¢ Samaritan, nay all the beft deeds of all other pu’ liv
¢ {pirited, well-difpofed men to be mine, if wn ‘n,,
 their wealth or their opnorrunides, I clecia the
- perfins tor their altions, the men jor whit they du,
$c 01
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Ient of the earth, and f{uch he hoped
would be his companions through eter-
nity. ,

How rational, and at the fame time
how noble and cxalted, are the views
and profpeéts of a fincere chriftian! If it

be

¢ or have done. The firft beginnings of excellent
¢“virtue of whatfoever kind, are ufually in our appro-

¢¢ bation of thefe kind of attions.
¢ sd. Not the Levite, not the Prieft, fays our
t Saviour have, but the Samaritan, the doer of good,
¢ js that neighbour whom by God’s law thou art to
¢« love as thyfelf, It is truc the Samaritan is of
¢¢ another religion, he is fo overfeen as not to cwn
¢ fomc books that are genuine parts of Holy
¢t Qeripture : nay he has great miftakes about the very
<t object of worthip, about the very pérfon of God;
<t his conceptions of God are fo confufed and uncer-
¢ tain, that he worfhips he knows not well what.
«¢ Forall that I fay to thee, feeing he is an ufeful mas,
<« full of good works, thou art to love him as thyfelf,
« his firange country or his miftaken religion not-
¢¢ withftanding. But here what fay fome men ? what,
« embrace a Samaritan, a heretic, a man of falfe
¢t religion? we have learned better things, and that
«¢ from Holy Scripture, from the Word of God itfelf.
¢ 4 man that is’ an beretic after the firfi and fecond
s admonitiox reject, Tit.iil. 10. thatis, caft him off,
¢ heve nothing to do with him, avoid him as a peft.
« Ttis too common among the coptencing partics of
« chriftians, to take fcripture werds and names, and
¢ having put them on the wrong pezfon or favyzet,
¢ 0 conclude prefently, we have confuted anu
¢¢ fhamed
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be indeed poflible for two or thre in un
age, after having imbibed the celcbrated
Mr. Hume’s principles, to quit the world
like their malter. If this might hapnen
to be the cafec in a few, a very few in-
ftances, where, owing to moderate paf-

fious,

¢ fhamedthem. A heretie, faysthe Apoftle, reie®thim,
¢ caft him off. Right! But then ot us mu wm vt
“ heretic he meuans. e means fuctous perious,
¢ whether they be of ari it or of a wrong oplulon
“ in religion, Toiru rtmfew words, herefy s ot s,
¢ or faction ; and heretic is a bigot, a tuctiovs ur e
¢ bulent perfon, whether fuch perfon hap ns to lr-
¢ yight or wronw in his opmlons. Ll rerls fu
pfa:zta wehement.as de fenfa, days a moft lo.red
¢ critic : herefy is any opmmn, whether in phili £.phy,
¢ religion, or politics, for which men contend t0o
b eamcﬁly and fiercely. It is not then the truth oc
¢ fullchood of any opinion that makes it to ve here™,
¢« and the perfon thut holds it a heretic, it 1s the ftu,
¢ clamour, and buftle mede ubout it by any, thut
¢ makes the opinion herely, and the mana bercric
¢ concerning fuch men the Apaftle Crefts wel',
“ rere them after having admou'fhed them on
*¢ and again of their dmgelous wartath, avoid them,
¢t have no more to do with them. Dut as for othere
¢t who are miftaken, that is, we think thew =r2 mifl-! o
¢“in their dotrines, the charge concerniny Ui 1 is
¢ notto rejet them oravoid them. Onthecont—1, we
¢ are cautioned not to judge them, not ro cond: mn
* them; and forth's reafon, becaufe they erring con-
¢ {cientioufly, Guod receives them, Goed accep st mm,
# (od will wphold them,, Rom. xiv. 4. In thorr,
{2 fepag.
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fions, or few temptations, no atrocious
aéts have been committed to alarm the.
confcience in a dying hour; fuppofing
that fuch an one, not having formed the
dear and tender cornections of a hufband
and a father, might be able to quit life
with a calm indifference ; yet as we are
all liable to be drawn afide {o as to com-
mit vices injurious to our ow. peace and
the good order of fociety, muft not the
reftraints of religion be very ufeful? if
an effectionate wife, a venerable parent,
ora train of little helplefs innocents, over
whom his heart yearns with the fondeft
affeCtion, attend the bed of an expiring
mortal ; if fuch weep over his Janguifh-
ing body, and with all the eloquence of

<t they fay a heretic 1s to be rejeCted. T anfwer yes,
¢ every bigot, every turbulent perfon, every fire-
¢¢ brand, of whatfoever fedt or perfuafion. But for
¢¢ heretics that are commonly fo mifcalled, that s,
¢ perfons erring In doétrine, 1t will but ill become us
<¢ to reject them when the Holy Scriptures affure us in
4¢ exprefs terms that God accepts them.” Thefe ob-
fervations were much more juft sad liberel, than they
were common at the time of their being delivered; and
though it is to be hoped that a muvch better fpirit pre-
vails now, yet leffons of charity and moderation can
hardly e too often inculcated. This mry excufe the
length of the quotation, which js but an abridgement of
the preachet’s arguménts, -

grief,
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grief, bemoan his approaching end, can
he calmly confign them over to fate and
chance, and no one knows what, or
cheerfully welcome: the approach of
death, which will carry him he knows
not whither ?

Olr Sceptxcnﬁn poor and feeble muft
be thy aid in fuch circumftances, unlefs
thy difciple have a heart of ftone ! But
Chriftianity affords the moft noble confo-
lations at all feafons. The believer is
perfuaded, that, though he leaves a help-
lefs offspring, the Father of the univerfe
will be their friend ; and as to himf{elf, he
hath a goed hope, that pleafures are in
ftore for him much more fublime and
noble than this world can afford. In
heaven the good are affured not only of
an cternal exemption from pain and {or-
row, but likewife of the fruition of every
thing, which can adminifter joy to their
fouls. As to the pleafures of fociety and
friendfhip they will undoubtedly enjoy
them in a moft exalted degree. ~All the
children of God will then make but one
family ; the piousand good (and amongft
thefe may be reckoned the moft accom-
plithed and learned of every age and of

every
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every country) will meet together in
thofe bleft abodes.

Renowned warriors, who have fought,
not as ambition, but as the duty they
owed to their country and to mankind
prompted them, will with {atisfation
review, and with pleafure recount their
exploits; philofophers, who ftudied the
works of creation, with a defire of mani-
fefting the divine wifdom, will be able to
unfold all the {ecrets of nature; and per-
haps be conveyed (if they with it) as
quick as thought from ftar to ftar, and
from world to world.

Pocts, who have devoted their talents
to ferve the interefts of virtue, will there
tune the praifes of the Moft High on im-
mortal lyres; and the minifters and
friends of religion, who have {incerely
endeavoured to promote jvftice, purity,
benevolence .and lov e, will there, with
one heart and with one foul, join in
thofe afcriptions of . praife which are fo
jultly due; 7o the King Eferval, Lumcr-
tal, [nvtf ble, the only Wife Gad and Zo
Fe jz'u' the Prince of i/’lé’ Kings of the Earth,
who loved us and wafhed us from our fiis
in his own blood.

Such
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Such are the refletions, which
naturally arife to thc mind on contem-
plating the feveral parts of his condu,
whofe life . is the fubje&t of this book,
Happy will he be, who has attempted to -
fet before mankind {o fbining a pattern
of difinterefted benevolence, aud to re-
vive tlic memory of one, in whom were
urnited, to {uch a remarkable degree, the
moft amiable and ufeful qualitics, which"
can adorn humanity, if but onc perfon
be wronght upon to afpire after an imi-
tation of thofe wvarlous excellencies,
which joined in forming the charalter-ef

MR. THOMAS FIRMIN.

THE END.
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