What Happens when a Person Dies?
(Death, Hell and Greek Mythology)
(When quoting scriptures, from the Rotherham Emphasized Bible New Testament, I will substitute the Hebrew words
Yahoshua (yeh-ho-shoo’- ah) for Jesus, Yahweh and Elohim for God and the LORD and ruah for pneuma (spirit).)

Greek mythology is embedded in some of the teachings of the Christian Church today.
The concepts of hell, the immortality of the soul, disembodied spirits and judgment given
upon death all came from Greek Mythology. The Word of Yahweh1 does not teach the
above doctrines. Our Fathers Word teaches that when people die, whether good or evil,
they all go to sheol, which is a state of sleep. They await, in the state of sleep, for the
Parousia2 of the Lord or the resurrection of the just or the resurrection of the unjust. The
unjust will perish (be destroyed) and be cast into the lake of fire and the just will
eventually live on the new earth (Paradise) age-abiding with Yahweh and His Son
Yahoshua3. There are hundreds of clear verses in the Word of Yahweh that verify the
above statements. Are there a few difficult verses that apparently contradict the clear
verses? Yes! We do not make a doctrine out of a few difficult verses, as the Christian
Church has done, when it contradicts the hundreds of clear verses. The difficult verses
must be understood in the light of the clear verses.

Immortality of the Soul and disembodied spirits
The Apostles’ Creed
“I Believe in the Resurrection of the Body”
or is it
‘the Resurrection of the Dead?’
The Apostles’ Creed and most Christian Church’s statement of beliefs state, “I believe in
the resurrection of ‘the body’.” The Word of Yahweh never makes this statement but does
promise the, “resurrection of the dead.” Men have replaced Yahweh’s words, ‘the dead,’
with the words, ‘the body.’ Why? Does death separate us from Yahweh as the Psalm4 says,
or does death unite us with Yahweh, as is taught by most Christians? If death unites us
with Yahweh, then death becomes our friend rather than our enemy as was written in I
Corinthians 15:26. If we are united with Yahweh immediately upon death we must be
disembodied spirits awaiting the resurrection of our bodies. If death unites us with
Yahweh, then, when a believer is sick I should pray for his death in order that he could
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enter Heaven and live a wonderful life. It would be selfish on my part to pray for his
healing. My bedtime prayer for my children should be, “now I lay me down to sleep, I
pray the Lord my soul to take.” The Christian hope would not be the Parousia of the Lord
but death because death would immediately unite us with the Lord. The fingerprints of our
adversary, whose purpose is to steal, kill and destroy are all over these Church doctrines.
They are counterfeits, which are corruptions of our Father’s magnificent Word of Life.
The adversary’s mission is to corrupt or delete the words of Yahweh. In the Garden, his
first recorded words were, “Can it really be that Elohim hath said” (Gen 3:1)? When we
question, add to, change or delete the words of Yahweh, we no longer have the Word of
Yahweh. The adversary uses men, even religious men, to corrupt Yahweh’s Word5. This
corruption, by men, of our Father’s Word, has come about by ignorance6 as well as
malice7. We must not be deceived by the good intentions of men, because some of those
men could be “false prophets, who come unto you in clothing of sheep,—while, within,
they are ravening wolves” (Mt. 7:15).
The philosophies of men and the religions of the world have penetrated and influenced the
teachings of Yahweh (Appendix A). One of these pagan teachings is the transmigration of
the soul, otherwise known as metempsychosis8. This is the teaching that I was born a
spirit being (immortal), I have a soul and I live in a body9. When the body dies, we, as
disembodied spirit beings, move to a new residence while we await the resurrection of our
body. With Christianity, this new residence is called Heaven, Hell, Purgatory or Limbo.
Does this sound familiar? Most religions of the world (Hinduism, Buddhism etc.) believe
this concept. Most religions of the world do not believe that the person who dies is really
dead, awaiting the resurrection, as taught in the Word of Yahweh. When Paul was on the
Hill of Mars in Athens Greece, he proclaimed to the people the resurrection of the dead.
“But, certain both of the Epicurean and of the Stoic philosophers, were encountering him;
and some were saying—What might this picker-up-of-scraps wish to be saying? And,
others—Of foreign demons, he seems to be a declarer: because, of Yahoshua and the
Resurrection, he was announcing the joyful tidings...Now, when they heard of raising the
dead, some, indeed, began to mock, while, others, said—We will hear thee, concerning
this, even again” (Acts 17:17,32). The resurrection of the dead, Christ being the first fruit,
was the Apostle Paul’s proclamation of the good news.
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The dead, according to the Word of Yahweh, are exactly that, dead. They are referred to
as, “they who have fallen asleep10”. “But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them who are falling asleep,—lest ye be sorrowing, even as the rest also, who
are without hope; For, if we believe that, Yahoshua, died, and rose again, so, also will,
Elohim, bring forth with him, them who have fallen asleep through Yahoshua” (I Thess.
4:13,14). The teaching that we never die, only our body dies, was the same great deception
proclaimed in the Garden by the adversary. “And the serpent said unto the woman, ‘Dying,
ye do not die” (Young’s, Gen. 3:4). This is the same teaching that encouraged the use of a
witch, which then called up the disembodied spirit of the dead. Remember the Witch of
Endor (I Sam. 28:7)? The dead, according to the Word of Yahweh, are in the state of
death, sheol11, awaiting either the Parousia of the Lord for his Body (the Christian
Assembly), or the resurrection of the just and unjust (I Cor. 15, I Thess. 4, Acts 24:15).
The teaching that, all men are spirit beings who live in a mortal body, actually portrays the
lives of demons12 or gods. Demons are spirit beings that seek to dwell in a human being or
an animal. “But, when the impure spirit goes out of the man, it passes through waterless
places, seeking rest,—and finds it not. Then, it says, Into my house, will I return whence I
came out” (Mt. 12:43,44). The teaching that mankind are immortal spirit beings also leads
Christians into the area of incarnation13 and reincarnation14.
Christians teach the incarnation of Yahweh. The teaching states that Yahweh enters into an
embryo, attached to Mary, which when birthed is named Yahoshua15. “God prepared a
body, a special body, for this Being called the Son of God. In the Incarnation, Christ
became man! Any religion that denies the Incarnation of Yahoshua of Nazareth is false.16”
However the word, ‘incarnation,’ is not in the Word of Yahweh. This doctrine first appears
in Latin Christian authors around about 300 A.D. A few difficult verses in the Gospel of
John helped to contribute to this concept but the Gospel of John17 must be interpreted in
the light of the rest of the sixty-five books of Yahweh and not the contrary. The teaching
that all men are immortal spirit beings, gods, having everlasting life, leads to the
conclusion that all people have been incarnated or reincarnated.
According to the Word of Yahweh, mankind was originally made to rule the earth as
immortals but Adam and Eve chose to sin, which led to death (Gen. 2:17, Rm. 6:23).
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When people are born, they are sons of adam and not sons of Elohim (Gen. 5:3). Sons of
adam (of the earth) are mortals. When a son of adam confesses Yahoshua as his Lord and
believes with his heart that Yahweh raised Yahoshua from among the dead, he receives the
gift of holy spirit, which is a token of his inheritance (Rm. 10:9, Acts 2:38, Eph. 1:13-14).
Now this son of adam, who is a living soul, receives spirit, which is holy, and becomes a
son of Elohim. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 is the only verse in our Father’s word that mentions
body, soul and spirit in the same verse. We must remember that I Thessalonians was
written, “to the assembly of Thessalonians in Yahweh the Father, and the Lord Yahoshua
Christ” (I Th. 1:1). The Thessalonians, who were living souls, had received the gift of holy
spirit, which made them children of Yahweh. Bible translations have also contributed to
the error that the dead are not dead.
Bible translators, excluding the “Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible” and the “Young’s
Literal Translation of the Bible18”, have translated incorrectly the Greek word ‘ek.19’when
used with nekros. The phrase, ‘ek nekros’ (from among the dead, see Appendix B), was
used forty-five times in the New Testament but the major Bible translations translated ek
nekros, ‘from the dead,’ instead of, ‘from among the dead.’ “But, now, hath Christ been
raised from among [ek] the dead [nekros],—a firstfruit of them who have fallen asleep” (1
Cor.15:20). If Christ was raised from among the dead then that means the dead, that he
was raised from among, are still dead, which includes Moses, Elijah and Enoch. Christ was
the firstfruit or the first one, from among the dead, to be raised never to die again.
Death does separate us from Yahweh, which is why we resist death to the end. Death is
our enemy and not our friend. Our hope is not death but the resurrection of the dead (Acts
23:6). “But now, hath Christ been raised from among the dead,—a firstfruit of them who
have fallen asleep; For, since indeed, through a man, came death, through a man, also
cometh the raising of the dead; For, just as, in the Adam, all die, so, also, in the Christ,
shall all be made alive. But, each, in his own rank:—A firstfruit, Christ, after that, they
who are the Christ’s, in his presence [Parousia]” (I Cor. 15:20-23). Christ was the firstfruit
from sheol20 who would never return. The rest of mankind will arise in the future. “For,
this, unto you, do we say, by a word of the Lord,—that, we, the living who are left unto the
Presence (Parousia) of the Lord, shall in nowise get before them who have fallen asleep;
Because, the Lord himself, with a word of command, with a chief-messenger’s voice, and
with a trumpet of Yahweh, shall descend from heaven,—and, the dead in Christ, shall rise,
first, After that, we, the living who are left, together with them, shall be caught away, in
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:—and, thus, evermore, with the Lord, shall we be” (I
Thess. 4:15-17)!
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Resurrection of the Just and the Unjust
and a Day of Judgment
Christians are taught, as also Greek Mythology teaches, that when you die only your body
dies and you live on in another form. Upon the death of your body, you as a spirit, are
judged immediately and are sent either to Heaven or Hell. There is no need of a future
judgment. In contrast, the Word of Yahweh talks of a future day when the dead, who did
not take part in the first resurrection in Revelations 20:6, will be raised and judged in the
second resurrection. This day is a ‘Judgment Day.’ Those who are not written in the book
of life will be thrown into the lake of fire, which is called the second death (Mt. 25:41,
Rev. 20:11-15). This ‘Judgment Day’ does not occur upon death but after the one thousand
year reign of the Christ. “And I saw a great white throne, and him that was sitting thereon,
from whose face fled the earth and heaven, and, place, was not found for them. And I saw
the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne; and, books, were opened,
and, another book, was opened, which is, the book, of life; and the dead, were judged, out
of the things written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead
that were in it, and, death and hades, gave up the dead that were in them; and they were
judged, each one, according to their works. And, death and hades, were cast into the lake
of fire. This, is, the second death—the lake of fire. And, if anyone was not found, in the
book of life, written, he was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:11-15).
Yahweh has placed people in one of three groups in I Corinthians 10:32: the Hebrews
(Israel, Bride of Christ), the Nations (non Hebrews, Gentiles, just and unjust) and the
Assembly of Elohim (Body of Christ). What happens after death is dependent upon
whether you are a Hebrew, a Gentile or a part of the Assembly of Elohim. Christians are
part of the Assembly of Elohim.

The Sequence of Events after death.
“There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust” (Acts 24:15).

The Just and the Bride of Christ, Israel
1.) All die and go to sheol, the state of death, sleep. “And Jacob rent his

garments…Surely I will go down unto my son mourning to sheol” (Gen. 37:34,35)!
David said, “For thou wilt not abandon my soul to sheol” ((Ps. 16:10).
2.) The resurrection of the just. “Happy and holy, is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: upon these, the second death, hath no authority; but they shall be
priests of Yahweh and of the Christ, and shall reign with him for the thousand
years” (Rev. 20:6).
3.) The resurrection of the unjust occurs one thousand years after the resurrection of the
just. “And I saw a great white throne… And I saw the dead, the great and the small,
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standing before the throne…And, if anyone was not found, in the book of life,
written, he was cast into the lake of fire.” (Rev. 20:11,12,15).

The Assembly of Christ, His Body
“The revelation of a sacred secret, in age-past times kept silent” (Rm. 16:25).
1.) Not all will die and go to sheol. “Lo! a sacred secret, unto you, do I declare:—we
shall not, all, sleep, but we shall, all, be changed” (I Cor. 15:51, I Thess. 4:15).
2.) A Parousia of the Lord for his Assembly, his Body. This event occurs before the
resurrection of the just and the unjust and before the Day of Yahweh, which is the
Book of Revelations. “For, this, unto you, do we say, by a word of the Lord,—that,
we, the living who are left unto the Presence [Parousia] of the Lord, shall in nowise
get before them who have fallen asleep; Because, the Lord himself, with a word of
command, with a chief-messenger’s voice, and with a trumpet of Yahweh, shall
descend from heaven,—and, the dead in Christ, shall rise, first, After that, we, the
living who are left, together with them, shall be caught away, in clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air :—and, thus, evermore, with the Lord, shall we be” (I Thess. 4:1517)!

Does Hell exist in the Bible?
The meaning of the word “Hell,” for most Christians, is “the place where fallen angels live
and to which sinners and unbelievers go after death for torment and eternal punishment.21”
I would also add to this definition that most people believe that Satan is the ruler or king of
Hell and Hell’s location is under the earth. This place called “Hell” does not exist in the
Bible, as we shall see. The word “Hell” is used 54 times in the King James Version of the
Bible and 16 times in the NIV Bible. This word should not be a part of a Christian’s
vocabulary because it is not a part of Yahweh’s vocabulary. Two Bibles where “Hell” is
not used, are, “Young’s Literal Translation of the Holy Bible” and “Rotherham’s
Emphasized Bible,” which also is a literal translation. Where did the word “Hell” come
from?
“Etymologically, hell is a hidden place. It goes back ultimately to the Indo-European word
“kel” = cover, hide, which has contributed an extraordinary number of words in English,
including cell, cellar, conceal, helmet and hull.22” The Hebrew word that was sometimes
translated hell in the King James, is “Sheol.” The Greek words that are sometimes
translated Hell are Hades (same meaning as Sheol), Gehenna (Valley of Hinnom) and
Tartarus.
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The “Hell,” as we know it, primarily evolved from Greek mythology beginning around
600 B.C. The Greeks had a “Three-Story Universe.” (See page 12) The top story was
heaven, the middle story was earth and the bottom story was the underworld. A god named
“Hades,” known as the “Zeus of the Underworld”, ruled the underworld. This is where we
get our tradition that Satan is the ruler of a place called Hell (Underworld), just as Hades
was the ruler of the Underworld. Satan does not rule a place called “Hell” but is ruling in
the heavenlies.
Satan is called the prince of the authority of the air in Ephesians 2:2. In chapter 6 we are
told that we do not struggle with flesh and blood but against spiritual forces of wickedness
in the heavenlies. Yahoshua spoke to his disciples after they took control over demons, “I
was beholding the Adversary, as lightning from the heaven having fallen”(Luke 10:18). In
Revelation 12:7-13 we see that Satan and his messengers are cast out of heaven to earth in
the day of tribulation. Satan and his messenger’s locations are in the heavens not in a place
called Hell. The Greeks also taught, as do most religions, that the soul of man is immortal.
Yahweh’s Word teaches otherwise.
The Greeks taught that the good people went to Elysium (Paradise) and the evil people
went to Hades (Hell), or Tartarus (Hell) and they all lived forever without the body. This
concept states that all of mankind has everlasting life. Living in Hell is not a good life but
none the less, it is still an everlasting life. The Word of Yahweh states in Romans 6:23,
“For, the wages of sin, is death; but, Yahweh’s gift of favor, is life age-abiding, in Christ
Yahoshua our Lord.” The immortality of the soul is a lie from Satan that goes back to the
Garden of Eden. The Word of Yahweh teaches that, “for Yahweh did so love the world,
that His Son—the only begotten—He gave, that every one who is believing in him may
not perish [apollumi, be destroyed], but may have life age-abiding” (John 3:16). The
opposite of life age-abiding is death, to perish or to be destroyed. The people who do not
believe and disobey what Yahweh says shall perish. To perish is not to live an everlasting
life in the Underworld. The Greek word translated “perish,” in John 3:16, is the word
“apollumi” which means “to destroy, to be utterly and finally ruined and destroyed, to be
lost, brought to naught, put to death.23” (See Appendix C) The unbeliever will not live an
everlasting life in Hell but will perish, be destroyed, be cast into the lake of fire.
The Lake of Fire is the avenue by which those who are not written in the Book of Life
shall perish. “And if any one was not found written in the scroll of the life, he was cast to
the Lake of the Fire” (Rev. 20:15). Being cast into the Lake of Fire is the second death.
The Lake of Fire is only used in the Book of Revelations and is Biblical while Hell is not.
The Lake of Fire is not an underground kingdom ruled by Satan where people with
everlasting life, and no bodies, are presently being tormented (by evil spirits withholding
water from them) by fire. It is a lake that burns with fire and brimstone. Does fire and
brimstone remind us of another event in the Bible? “And Yahweh hath rained upon Sodom
23
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and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from Yahweh, from the heavens… he [Abraham]
looked on the face of Sodom and Gomorrah, and on all the face of the land of the circuit,
and saw, and lo, the smoke of the land went up as smoke of the furnace” (Gen. 19:24-28).
Fire and brimstone consumes and destroys life (Num. 17:35). The people of Sodom and
Gomorrah were destroyed or perished, as will also the people not written in the Book of
Life. Only three will be thrown into the Lake of Fire alive.
“And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet who did the signs before him, in
which he led astray those who did receive the mark of the beast, and those who did bow
before his image; living they were cast—the two—to the lake of the fire, that is burning
with brimstone” (Rev. 19:20). The beast and the false prophet will be thrown, alive, into
the Lake of Fire, while Satan will join them 1000 years later. “And the Devil, who is
leading them astray, was cast into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone, where are the beast and
the false prophet, and they shall be tormented day and night—to the ages of the ages”
(Rev. 20:10). Satan does not rule the Lake of Fire as Hades did with the Underworld but in
contrast is thrown into the Lake of Fire, alive. The dead, who are not written in the Book
of Life, are not thrown into the Lake of Fire until the end of Christ’s 1,000 year reign.
Then where are the dead now?
The dead go to Sheol, not Gehenna nor Tartarus. The Holy Spirit, by the written word,
reveals to us the characteristics of Sheol (Hades in the Greek text). “For in death is no
remembrance of thee, in Sheol who shall give thanks unto thee” (Ps. 6:5)? Psalm 6:5 is a
good example of comparing death with being asleep. “The dead, cannot praise Yah, nor
any that go down into silence” (Ps. 115:17). “For, sheol, cannot praise thee Nor, death,
celebrate thee,—They who go down to the pit cannot wait for thy faithfulness. The living,
the living, he, can praise thee, As I do this day,—A father, to his children, can make
known thy faithfulness” (Is. 38:18,19). “By looking at the occurrences of the word Sheol,
it will teach:
1. That as to direction it is down.
2. That as to place it is in the earth.
3. That as to nature it is put for the state of death. Sheol therefore means the state
of the dead;
4. And finally, as to duration, the dominion of Sheol or the grave will continue
until, and end only with, resurrection, which is the only exit from it.24”
“Hades’ is a heathen word (a word of human origin) and comes down to us surrounded
with heathen traditions, which had their origin in Babel, and not in the Bible, and have
reached us through Judaism and Romanism. Sheol is a word with Divine origin.25” To
illustrate that Sheol and Hades are the same word, we refer you to Acts 2:27 and Psalms
24
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16:10 which both state the same Words of Yahweh, one in Hebrew and the other in Greek.
The Greek word, Gehenna is also translated, “Hell” in most translations.
“Gehenna is the Greek word for, Valley of Hinnom, a valley near Jerusalem. The name
was derived from the act of burning carrion, by means of ever-burning fire. Probably used
by our Lord as a symbol for a notion of a devouring judgment fire, which was current prior
to the possible employment of Gehenna in this sense.26” Gehenna was not the Underworld,
nor did Satan rule it, nor are people presently being tormented there. It was a valley,
possibly a city dump, used as a symbol for the Lake of Fire. The Valley of Hinnom also
had a history of human sacrifice and Baal worship. “And, he, burned incense, in the valley
of the son of Hinnom,-and burnt his sons, in the fire, according to the abominable ways of
the nations, whom Yahweh dispossessed from before the sons of Israel” (2 Chronicles
28:3). “And they have built the high places of Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of
Hinnom, To burn up their sons and their daughters in the fire,—Which I commanded not,
Neither came it up on my heart” (Jeremiah 7:31). “And have built the high places of Baal,
which are in the valley of Ben-hinnom, To cause their sons and their daughters to pass
through unto Molech, Which I commanded them not Neither came it up on my heart, That
they should do this horrible thing,—Causing, Judah, to sin” (Jeremiah 32:35)! The history
of the Valley of Hinnom was well known to the Hebrews. Yahoshua used the Valley of
Hinnom as a figure for the Lake of Fire. “And be not afraid of those killing the body, and
are not able to kill the soul, but fear rather Him who is able both soul and body to destroy
[same word as perish in John 3:16] in Gehenna” (Mt. 10:28). One last word translated
“Hell” is the Greek word “Tartarus.”
“For if Yahweh messengers who sinned did not spare, but with chains of thick gloom,
having cast them down to Tartarus, did deliver them to judgment, having been reserved”(II
Peter 2:4). Tartarus is a place where certain messengers (angels) have been kept bound for
future judgment. No people are there, nor is Satan ruling, nor does it has anything to do
with fire and brimstone but its characteristics are pits of gloom. Tartarus is used only once
in the Word of Yahweh. For more information on Tartarus refer to “The Companion Bible,
by E.W. Bullinger, appendix 25 (The Nephilim) or Christian Educational Services.
We have discovered, from Yahweh’s Word, that Satan abides in heaven not in a place
called Hell. He is the prince of the authority of the air not a ruler of an everlasting fiery
kingdom. Man is not immortal but can choose immortality if he makes Yahoshua his Lord.
If he rejects Yahoshua he will perish in the Lake of Fire, which is the second death. Satan,
the beast and the false prophet will be thrown in the Lake of Fire alive. We also learned
that all people who have died are not alive in heaven or in hell but they are asleep (in
Sheol) until they are resurrected. We should use the phrase “Lake of Fire,” which is in
Yahweh’s Word, and not the word “Hell,” which brings with it’s usage, meanings of:
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Immortal souls, Disembodied spirits, The Underworld, Satan ruling a fiery kingdom,
Sinners being everlastingly tormented.

Conclusion
When people die, they are in the “state of death,” sheol, where there is no remembrance
(Ps. 6:5, Is. 38:18,19). They stay asleep (dead) until they are awakened, from among the
dead, by the Lord Yahoshua at the appointed time (I Thess. 4:13-18, I Cor. 15:35, Rev.
20:6,14,15). When the dead are awakened they will receive either, life age-abiding and
eventually live in Paradise (on the new earth) or they will perish, which is the second death
(Jn. 3:16, Is. 35, Rev. 20:14). The first awakening of the dead occurs when Christ returns
in the air for his Body, the Assembly (I Thess 4:16). The Lord Yahoshua shall descend
from heaven and the dead in Christ shall rise (clothed with incorruptible bodies) and those
that are alive in Christ (clothed with immortal bodies) will meet the Lord in the air (I
Thess. 4:17, I Cor. 15:53). Christ and his Assembly will return to the earth to battle the
beast and his armies during the Tribulation, the Day of Yahweh (Rev. 19:11-21, Joel 2:31).
The adversary is then bound for one thousand years. The second awakening of the dead
occurs in Revelation 20:4 after the tribulation. These are the just of Israel, the Bride of
Christ. A new heaven and earth will be established and the Body and the Bride of Christ
will live with our Lord for one thousand years (I Thess. 4:17, Rev. 19:14). After one
thousand years has occurred, the accuser is then loosened out of his prison to be defeated
and thrown into the Lake of Fire, along with death and sheol (Rev. 20). (The beast, the
false prophet and the adversary are the only ones thrown into the Lake of Fire, alive (Rev.
19:20, 20:10.) The third awakening of the dead occurs after the thousand-year reign of
Christ (Rev. 20:5,11). These are ‘the unjust’ and possibly, ‘the just’ who lived and died
during Christ’s thousand year reign. Christ then delivers the Kingdom unto his Elohim and
Father, so that Yahweh may be, all things in all (I Cor. 15). The holy city, New Jerusalem,
will then come down out of heaven and Yahweh Elohim of host27 and the Lamb will sit
upon their thrones. Yahweh will dwell with men in Paradise, as He originally did in the
Garden of Eden (Rev. 21:3). We shall render divine service unto our Father and we shall
reign unto the age of ages with our Father and our brother, Yahweh and Yahoshua (Rev.
21,22).
(A difficult section of the scriptures concerning death is, “The rich man and the poor man
in Luke 16:19-31,” which has cause many Christians to confuse Hades and the
Underworld with the teaching of Yahoshua. The attached article, “The Parable of the Rich
Man and Lazarus” will give a possible explanation of these scriptures on the next page.)
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The Parable of
the
Rich Man and Lazarus
(A possible explanation of Luke 16:19-31)
A parable is a short, simple, story from which a moral lesson may be drawn. The moral
lesson is the purpose of the story. For example, a parable (story) that would portray a
moral lesson in our society is the story of Santa Claus. The lesson to be drawn would be to
be good to one another. The Santa Claus story itself is fiction. The parable of the Rich
Man and Lazarus is fiction used to teach a moral lesson.
The moral lesson is, “No domestic is able to serve two lords, for either the one he will
hate, and the other he will love; or one he will hold to, and of the other he will be heedless;
you are not able to serve Yahweh and mammon” (Luke 16:13). The Pharisees, who were
lovers of money, were openly sneering at Yahoshua (Luke 16:14). The parable is
addressed to the Pharisees.
The Jewish people, the people Yahoshua was sent to, had pagan beliefs as part of their
religion. They lived in a Greek culture with Greek mythology, which had become part of
their religion. One example of this is the transmigration of the soul or reincarnation, in
which the Greeks believed and it had been accepted by some Jews. “And passing by, he
saw a man blind from birth, and his disciples asked him, saying, ‘Rabbi, who did sin, this
one or his parents, that he should be born blind” (John 9:1,2). How could a man sin before
he was born? Only if he existed before birth and had sinned in his former life. Another
example is that the Sadducees did not believe in angels, or spirits, or resurrection, while
the Pharisees believed in all three (Acts 23:6-8). The Greeks did not believe in a
resurrected body. “And having heard of a rising again of the dead, some, indeed, were
mocking, but others said, ‘We will hear you again concerning this” (Acts 17:32).
As we have seen, in the scriptures, the Pharisees believed in angels and this is to whom the
parable was addressed. The parable is a story based on Greek and Jewish Mythology. How
this is determined, is by comparing the facts. “And it came to pass, that the poor man died,
and that he was carried away by the messengers to the bosom of Abraham” (Luke 16:22).
“The bosom of Abraham” is a foreign phrase in the Word of Word of Yahweh because it is
not used in any other place. It is mentioned in, “The Works of Josephus.28” Josephus was a
28
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Jewish historian writing around 100 A.D. I suggest that Josephus’ discourse on Hades be
read to understand what Abraham’s bosom means. This phrase would be based on Jewish
Mythology. The use of Hades, in this chapter, is another example of Greek Mythology.
The rich man could not cross the chasm, as in Greek Mythology. “And the rich man also
died, and was buried; and in the Hades having lifted up his eyes, being in torments… and
having cried, he said, Father Abraham, deal kindly with me, and send Lazarus… And
Abraham said… between us and you a great chasm is fixed, so that they who are willing to
go over from hence unto you are not able, nor do they from thence to us pass through”
(Luke 16:22-26). “Hades and Persephone, King and Queen of the Underworld, rule over a
gloomy realm inhabited by fearful monsters and shades of the dead…Enforcing death’s
utter finality, the couple permits no one (except a few heroes) to escape Hades’ confines.
The, “Odyssey,” pictures Hades’ realm, eternally dark and cheerless, as the permanent
prison of all dead souls; only a few of Zeus’s favorites are sent to the Isles of the Blest
(also called Elysium), an earthlike paradise. As Greek concepts of individual responsibility
developed over time, however, many poets and philosophers argued that a person’s
behavior in this life determined one’s fate after death. After the sixth century B.C., the old
Homeric view of Hades’ realm was typically modified to accommodate all righteous souls
in Elysium, with the wicked atoning for their crimes in Tartarus.29” According to the Bible,
all people go to Sheol (Hades) but according to this parable only the evil go to Hades
(Sheol).
King David and Jacob both spoke of going to Sheol. David spoke, “You wilt not leave my
soul to Hades [sheol], nor wilt You give Thy Kind One to see corruption” (Acts 2:27, Ps.
16:8-11). “For David did not go up to the heavens” (Acts 2:34). Why? Because he is in
Sheol. Jacob also said, “For—I go down mourning unto my son, to Sheol,’ and his father
weepeth for him” (Gen. 37:35).
People err when taking this parable as a literal teaching about the next life. They also over
look the fact that it does not mention Heaven or Gehenna or Yahweh or resurrection or that
people are asleep not alive. Actually, Abraham is in Yahweh’s position and, “The bosom
of Abraham,” has replaced Heaven while Hades has replaced Gehenna (symbol of the
Lake of Fire).

29
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Appendix A
The Jewish and Greek
mindset concerning
Death and the Immortally
of the Soul
in the 1st Century.
by
Josephus
Josephus was a Jewish historian (not a Christian) who was born AD 37/38, and died early
in the 2nd century. He joined the party of the Pharisees at the age of nineteen. After the fall
of Jerusalem, Josephus went to Rome, where he settled down as a client and pensioner of
the emperor, whose family name, Flavius, he adopted.
He had access to first-rate sources, both published and unpublished: the works of Nicolas
of Damascus, historiographer to Herod the Great, supplied a detailed record of that
monarch’s career; official records were placed at his disposal; he consulted the younger
Agrippa on various details concerning the origin of the Jewish war. This same Agrippa had
an encounter with the Apostle Paul, whom he charged in bantering vein, with trying to
make a Christian of him (Acts 26:28). Josephus works were completed in AD 9330.
“Josephus’ discourse to the Greeks concerning Hades” (see attached) gives us an insight to
the beliefs of the 1st Century Jews concerning the events, which occur after death. This
Jewish/Greek belief system cannot be found in the Old Testament. This belief system must
have been in the minds of the Jews Yahoshua was teaching. The parable of the Rich Man
and Lazarus as illustrated in Luke 16:19 is an excellent example of this Jewish/Greek
belief.
Enjoy!
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Appendix B
ek nekros
(from among the dead)
Matthew 17:9 And, as they were coming down out of the mountain, Yahoshua commanded them,
saying—Unto no one, may ye tell the vision, until the Son of Man, from among the dead shall arise.
Mark 6:14 ¶ And King Herod heard,—for, famous, had become his name; and he was saying—John the
Immerser hath arisen from among the dead, and, for this cause, are the powers working mightily in him;
Mark 9:9 And, as they were coming down out of the mountain, he charged them, that, unto no one, they
should narrate what they had seen, save whenever the Son of man, from among the dead should arise.
Mark 9:10 And, the word, they held fast unto themselves, discussing what was, the rising from among
the dead.
Mark 12:25 For, when, from among the dead, they rise, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage,
but are like messengers in the heavens.
Luke 16:31 But he said unto him—If, unto Moses and the Prophets, they do not hearken, neither, if one,
from among the dead, should arise, would they be persuaded.
Luke 20:35 But, they who have been accounted worthy, that age, to obtain, and the resurrection that is
from among the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage;
Luke 24:46 and said unto them—Thus, it is written, That the Christ, should suffer, and arise from among
the dead on the third day;
John 2:22 When, therefore, he had been raised from among the dead, his disciples remembered, that,
this, he had been saying; and they believed in the Scripture, and in the word which Yahoshua had spoken.
John 12:1 ¶ Yahoshua, therefore, six days before the passover, came unto Bethany, where Lazarus was,
whom Yahoshua had raised from among the dead.
John 12:9 The great multitude of the Jews, therefore, got to know that he was, there, and came, not on
account of Yahoshua only, but that, Lazarus also, they might see, whom he had raised from among the
dead.
John 12:17 The multitude, therefore, that was with him when he called, Lazarus, out of the tomb, and
raised him from among the dead, was bearing witness.
John 20:9 For, not yet, knew they the Scripture, that he must needs, from among the dead, arise.
John 21:14 This, already, is the third time Yahoshua was manifested unto the disciples, after he was
raised from among the dead.
Acts 3:15 But, the Princely Leader of Life, ye slew:—whom, Yahweh, raised from among the dead,
whereof, we, are witnesses.
Acts 4:2 Being tired out because of their teaching the people, and announcing, in Yahoshua, the
resurrection from among the dead;
Acts 4:10 Be it known unto you all, and unto all the people of Israel: that, in the name of Yahoshua
Christ the Nazarene,—whom, ye, crucified, whom, Yahweh, raised from among the dead, in him, doth,
this man stand by, in your presence, whole.
Acts 10:41 Not unto all the people, but unto witnesses who had been fore-appointed by Yahweh, unto us,
who, indeed, did eat and drink with him after his rising from among the dead.
Acts 13:30 But, Yahweh, raised him from among the dead:
Acts 13:34 And, in that he raised him from among the dead, no more destined to return unto corruption,
on this wise hath he spoken—I will give unto you the faithful lovingkindnesses of David.
Acts 17:3 opening up, and setting forth, that it was needful for, the Christ, to suffer, and to arise from
among the dead; and saying, This, is the Christ,—Yahoshua, whom, I, am declaring unto you.
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Acts 17:31 inasmuch as he hath appointed a day, in which he is about to be judging the habitable earth in
righteousness, by a man whom he hath pointed out,—offering faith unto all, by raising him from among
the dead?
Romans 4:24 But for our sakes also—unto whom it is to be reckoned,—even unto them that believe upon
him who raised Yahoshua our Lord from among the dead:
Romans 6:4 We were, therefore, buried together with him through our immersion into his death, in order
that—just as Christ was raised from among the dead through the glory of the Father, so, we also, in
newness of life should walk.
Romans 6:9 Knowing that, Christ having been raised from among the dead, no more dieth,—death, over
him, no more, hath lordship,—
Romans 6:13 Neither be presenting your members as weapons of unrighteousness unto sin, but present
yourselves unto Yahweh as though alive from among the dead, and your members as weapons of
righteousness unto Yahweh;
Romans 8:11 If, moreover, the Spirit of him that raised Yahoshua from among the dead dwelleth in you,
he that raised from among the dead Christ Yahoshua, shall make alive even your death-doomed bodies,
through means of his indwelling Spirit within you.
Romans 10:7 Or, Who shall descend into the abyss? That is, to bring up, Christ, from among the dead;
Romans 10:9 That, if thou shalt confess the declaration with thy mouth—That Yahoshua is, Lord, and
shalt believe with thy hear—That, Yahweh, raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved;—
Romans 11:15 For, if, the casting away of them, hath become the reconciling of a world, what shall, the
taking of them in addition, be, but life from among the dead?
1 Corinthians 15:12 ¶ Now, if, Christ is proclaimed, that, from among the dead, he hath been raised, how
say some, among you—resurrection of the dead, there is none?
1 Corinthians 15:20 ¶ But, now, hath Christ been raised from among the dead,—a firstfruit of them who
have fallen asleep;
Galatians 1:1 Paul, an apostle,—not from men, nor through man, but through Yahoshua Christ, and
Yahweh the Father who raised him from among the dead,
Ephesians 1:20 which he energised in the Christ, when he raised him from among the dead, and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenlies,
Ephesians 5:14 Wherefore it saith—Up! thou sleeper, and arise from among the dead, and the Christ will
shine upon thee.
Colossians 1:18 And, he, is the head of the body, the assembly, Who is the beginning, Firstborn from
among the dead, in order that, he, might become, in all things, himself, pre-eminent;—
Colossians 2:12 Having been buried together with him in your immersion, wherein also ye have been
raised together, through your faith in the energising of Yahweh—Who raised him from among the dead.
1 Thessalonians 1:10 And awaiting his Son out of the heavens—whom he raised from among the
dead,—Yahoshua: Who is to rescue us out of the anger that is coming.
2 Timothy 2:8 ¶ Keep in mind Yahoshua Christ—raised from among the dead, of the seed of David,—
according to my joyful message:
Hebrews 11:19 Accounting that, even from among the dead, Yahweh, was able, to raise him,—whence,
even in similitude, he bare him away.
Hebrews 13:20 But, the Elohim of peace, He that led up from among the dead the great Shepherd of the
sheep, with the blood of an age-abiding covenant,—our Lord Yahoshua,
1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the Elohim and Father of our Lord Yahoshua Christ, Who, according to his great
mercy, hath regenerated us unto a living hope, through the resurrection of Yahoshua Christ from among
the dead,
1 Peter 1:21 who, through him, are faithful towards Yahweh,—Who raised him from among the dead,
and glory to him gave, So that your faith and hope are directed towards Yahweh:
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Appendix C
Perishing
622 apoollumi ‘apollumi’ ap-ol’-loo-mee from 575 and the base of 3639; TDNT-1:394,67;
AV-perish 33, destroy 26, lose 22, be lost 5, lost 4, misc 2; 92
1) to destroy 1a) to put out of the way entirely, abolish, put an end to ruin
1b) render useless 1c) to kill
1d) to declare that one must be put to death
1e) to perish, to be lost, ruined, destroyed
John 3:16 For Yahweh, so loved, the world, that, his Only Begotten Son, he gave,—that, whosoever
believeth on him, might not perish [apollumi], but have life age-abiding.
John 10:28 And, I, give unto them life age-abiding, and in nowise shall they perish [apollumi], unto times
age-abiding; and no one shall carry them off out of my hand.
1 Corinthians 1:18 For, the discourse which concerns the cross, unto them, indeed, who are perishing
[apollumi], is, foolishness; but, unto them who are being saved—unto us, it is, Yahweh’s power.
2 Corinthians 2:15 That, of Christ, a grateful odor, are we, unto Yahweh,—in them who are being saved,
and in them who are being lost [apollumi]:
2 Corinthians 4:3 And, even if our glad-message is veiled, in them who are perishing [apollumi], it is
veiled,
2 Thessalonians 2:10 And with all manner of deceit of unrighteousness, in them who are destroying
[apollumi] themselves, because, the love of the truth, they did not welcome, that they might be saved;
2 Peter 3:9 ¶ The Lord is, not slack, concerning his promise, as some count, slackness; but is longsuffering with regard to you, not being minded that any should perish [apollumi], but that, all, unto
repentance, should come.
Matthew 10:28 And be not in fear, by reason of them that are killing the body,—and, the soul, are not
able to kill. But fear, rather, him who is able, both soul and body, to destroy [apollumi] in gehenna!
Some other usages of apollumi
Matthew 2:13 ¶ Now, when they had retired, lo! a messenger of the Lord, appeareth by dream unto
Joseph, saying, Arise, take unto thee the child and its mother, and flee into Egypt, and be there, until I tell
thee,—for Herod is about to seek the child, to destroy [apollumi] it.
Matthew 12:14 ¶ And the Pharisees, going forth, took, counsel, against him, to the end that, him, they
might destroy [apollumi]
.
Old Testament Scriptures
Psalms 37:20 For, the lawless, shall perish, and, the foes of Yahweh, be like the glory of the meadows,
They have vanished! In smoke, have they vanished!
Psalms 37:28 For, Yahweh, loves justice, and will not forsake his men of lovingkindness, Unto times
age-abiding, have the perverse been destroyed,—and the seed of the lawless, been cut off.
Psalms 104:35 Sinners shall be consumed out of the earth And, the lawless, no more, shall exist,—Bless,
O my soul, Yahweh, Praise ye Yah!
Psalms 145:20 Yahweh preserves all who love him, but, all the lawless, will he destroy.
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