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T H E

PREFACGE

HOUGH the names in this Letter

are fititious, (as they always were,

and the fame that appear now:) it

is part of a real correfpondence. Papinian,
who was a man of mature age, of great
-eminence, and a diligent reader of the facred
{criptures, has long fince accomplithed his
courfe in this world.  Philaletbes is fill
living. The letter, fent to Papinian, was
never returned.  But Philalethes kept a co-
py of it. Though writ almoft thirty years
agoe, it bas hitherto lain concealed in the
writer’s cabinet, Nor has i, till very lately,
been thewn to more than two perfons, one
of whom is deceafed. Whether this will
be reckoned full proof, that the writer is not
forward to engage in religious difputes, I’
A2 cannet
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cannot fay. This however is certain : He
would have great reafon to think himfelf
happy, if, with the aflifftance of others,
without noife and difturbance, in the way of
free, calm, and peaceable debate, he could
clear up a controverted point of religion, to
general fatisfaction.

If any fhould afk, why is this letter pub-
lithed now ¢ I would anfwer in the words of
Solomon : There is a time to keep filence, and
@ time to fpeak. But whether the prefent
feafon has been fitly chofen, the event, un-
der the condu& of Divine Providence, will
beft thew.

The reader is defired to take notice, that
whatever he fees at the bottom of the pages,
is additional. There are alfo fome additions
in the letter itfelf, efpecially near the end,
where more texts are explained, than were
in the original letter,

For better underftanding the argument,
it may be needful to obferve, for the fake
of fome, that by divers ancient writers we
are aflured, it was the opinion of Arius,

and
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and his followers: ¢¢ That [1] our Sawi-
our took fleth of Mary, but not a foul :”
< that [2] Chrift had fleth only, asa co-
vering for his Deity : and that the Word in
him was the fame, as the foul inus : and that
the word, or the Deity in Chrift, was lia-
ble to fufferings in the body.”

Mr Whifion, in his Hifferical Memoirs of
the Life of Dr Clarke, giving an account of
the

¢ 4 N ~ ? - ’ 3
[1] — oapra movor 70y caTnpe amo popics £iAn-
Ghvas, dabibaifuevor, xai dxi xlx.uxn'v. Epiph, de
Arianis in Indic, T.i. p. 606.

AN xal dpuEvra 4/uxn‘u dvroy & vBpwrivey Ean-
Qbas. 1d. H.69. n. 19. p. 743. A. Conf. n. 48 ..
. 51-

[2] "Apeios J% cdpra mévmy wpos amoxpudny Trs Bed=
Turos omoneyEs avri & w8 wller b ruid a’v@péwa,
Furici wvs YUXs, T Adyoy dv Tn capxi Myer yeyo-
vvai. % A Athan. Contr. Apollin. 1. 2. n. 3. p.
342 G

In eo autem quod Chriftum fine anima folam car-
nem fufcepifle arbitrantur, minus noti funt ... fed
hoc verum efle, et Epiphanius non tacuit, et ego ex
eorum quibufdam feriptis et collocutionibus certiffime
invent,  Augufl, de Haer, ¢, 49.
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the A& in the Divinity Schools at Cam.
bridge, in the year 1709, when Mr Clarke,
then Re&or of St fames’s, received the
Do&or’s Degree, fays, at p. 20. 21. < In
the courfe of this A&, where I was pre.
fent, Profeffor Fames . . . digrefled from
one of the Do&or’s Queftions, and prefled
him hard to condemn one of the opinions,
which I had juft then publithed in my Ser-
mons and Effays. Which book he held in
his hand, when he wasin the Chair. I fup-
pofe, it might be this: that our Saviour
had no human foul, but that the Divine
Logos or Word fupplied it’s place....,
However, Dr Clarke, who, 1 believe, had
not particularly examined that point, did
prudently avoid either the approbation or
condemnation of it, Yet have I reafon to
believe, he long afterwards came into it,
upon a farther examination: though, I
think, he ever avoided, according to his
ufual caution, to declare publicly that his
approbation, even upon the moft preffing
applications. Which is one great inftance
of that impenetrable fecrecy, whith Dr Sykes
juftly notes to have been in him, upon many
occafions.”

Jo
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So Mr Whifion. Who clearly declares
his own opinion. Who likewife fuppofeth,
that the fame was for fome while received
by Dr Clarke. But he feems not to have
had any certain evidence of it. For, as he
acknowledges, Dr Clarke never publicly de-
clared bis approbation of it.

Neverthelefs it may not be difagreeable to
fee here what Dr Clarke himfelf fays in
his Scripture Doétrine of the Trinity. Part.i.
ch. iii. numb, 998. p. 197. ¢ Matth. iv,
1. Then was TFefus led up of the Spirit into
the wildernefs. From this, and many other
of the following texts, it feems, that the
Logos, the Divine Nature of Chrift, did fo
far xevwoa: éavroy, diminifh itfelf, as St
Paul exprefles it, Philip. ii. 7. that, du-
ring the time of his incarnation, he was
all alopg under the condué of the Holy
Spirit,”

And Part, 2. fe&. xxviii. p. 301. < The
Holy Spirit is defcribed in the New Tef-
tament, as the immediate author and work-
er of all miracles, even of thofe done by

our
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our Lord himfelf: and as the conduétor of
Chrift in all the ations of his life, during
his ftate of humiliation here on earth,”

Before I finith this preface, I muft make
fome citations from Dr Robert Clayton, late
Lord Bithop of Clogher. Who, in the third
Part of his Vindication of the Hiftories of
the Old and New Teftament, has expreffed
himfelf after this manner. Letter v. p. 8o.
81. or p. 443. ¢ He who bad glry with
the Father, before the world was, emptied
bimfelf, or divefted himfelf of that glory, in
order to redeem mankind, and defcended
from heaven, and o0k wupon bim the form of
2 fervant, and was made man. That is, He,
who was a glorified pre-exiftent fpirit in
the prefence of God, fubmitted to defcend
from heaven, and to have himfelf conveyed
by the wonderfull power of Almighty God,
into the womb of a Virgin, Where being
clothed with fleth, and ripening by de-
grees to manhood, he was at length brought
forth into the world, in the fame apparent
ftate and condition, with other human in-
fants.”

. Again,
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Again, Letter vii. p. 132. 133. or 482.
483. * And accordingly this exalted fpirit
was, by the wonderful power of God, as
before related, conveyed into the womb of
the virgin Mary, and was mads man ; that
is, was made as much fo, as his mother
could make him, without being impregna-
ted by mdn. And now being deprived of
the immediate prefence ¢f God the Father,
and being thut up in darknefs,and the fhadow
of death, he was after nine months brought
forth into life, in the form of a feeble in-
fant;, with "all the weaknefs; and frailties,
and infirmities of human nature about him.
And as he grew up into life, and his reafon
emproved, this only ferved to make the ter-
tible change and alteration of his condition, fo
much the more perceptible, and the recollec-
tion of it fo much the more grievous and in-
fufferable. The dreadfulnefs of which fizte
is hardly conceivable to us, becaufe that we
never were fenfible of any thing better, than
our prefent exiftence. But for any being,
which had ever enjoyed the happinefs of
heaven, and had been in pofleffion of glory
with the Father, to be deprived thereof, and

(b)
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to be fent to dwell here in this world, en-
compafled within the narrow limits of this
earthly tabernacle, and the heavy organs,
made of flefh and bloud, it mnft, literally
{peaking, be to fuch a being, an hell upon
earth.” So fays that celebrated writer.

To the Letter are now added two Poft-
fcripts.  Concerning which nothing needs to
be faid here. They who look into them,
will fee what they are.

One thipg the author would fay. He
hopes, the wiiole is writ in the way of rea-
fon and argument, with meeknefs and can-
dour, without acrimony and abufe : though
not without a juft concern for fuch things,
as appear to him to be of importance. .

Febr, 12. 1759,

THE
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A
LETTER
WRIT
In the YeaARr 1930

Concerning the Queftion, Whether
the Locos fupplied the Place of
an human Soul in the Perfon of
Jesus Carisr.

To PAPINIAN.

O U have, it feems, heard of the
correfpondence between Eugeniusand
Phileleutherus, and particularly of an
incidental queftion, concerning the Arian
hypothefis.  You have been informed like-
wife, that I am well acquainted with this
correfpondence. And, as it has excited your
curiofity, you demand of me an account of
: B M,
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it, and alfo my own opinion upon the point
in debate,

If it were proper for me to deny you any
thing, I fhould entirely excufe my-felf, and
be perfeitly filent : being apprehenfive, that
touching upon a fubje& of fo much nicenefs
and difficulty may occafion fome trouble to
your-felf, as well as to me. But you are
determined, not to accept of any excufes.

I muft then, without farther preamble,
declare to you, that I cannot but take the
fame fide of the queftion, with Pbileleutbe-
rus ¢ though once, for fome while, I was
much inclined to the other,

However, whilft I was favorable to the
fuppofition, that the Logos was the foul of
our Saviour, ¥ was embarafled with a very
confiderable difficulty. For the Scriptures
do plainly reprefent our bleffed Saviour, ex-
alted to power and glory, asa reward of his
fufferings here on earth. But I was at a lofs
to conceive, how that high being, zbe firf?,
and only immediately derived being, by whom
Gad made the world (1], {hould gain any ex-

altation

[1] Dr. Clarke, Scripture-Doétrine, &c. P. 1. num.
535. p. 86. < The third interpretation is, that the
Woerd is a perfon deriving from the Father (with whom
he exifted before the world was) both his being itfelf,
and incomprehenfible power and knowledge, and other
divine attributes and authority, in a manner not re-
vealed, and which human wifdom ought not to pre-
fumetaexplain..”

Is,
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altation by receiving, after his refurrection,
and afcenfion, a bright refplendent human
body, and being made the King and Lord of
all good men in this world, and the judge of
mankind, and, if you pleafe to add likewife,
being made highei than the angels, to whom,
according to the fame hypothefis, he was
vaftly fuperior before:

But to fpeak my mind freely, I now ens
tirely diflike that fcheme, and think it all
amazing throughout, and irreconeilable to
reafon.

However, that we may not take up any
prejudices from apprehenfions, which our
own reafon might afford, I thall fufpend all

B 2 inquiries

I, Part. 2. p- 242. §. ii. < With this firft and fu-
preme caufe and Father of all things, there has ex-
ifted, from the begining, a fecond Divine Perfon, which
is his Word or Son.”

Page 297. §. xxvi. ¢ By the operation of the Son,
the Father both made and governs the wotld.”

Page 298, §. xxvii. ¢ Concerning the Son, there
are other things fpoken in Scripture, and the higheft
titles are afcribed to him, even fuch as include all Di-
vine Powers, excepting abfolute independency and fu-
premacy.”

A part of Mr. Peir¢e’s Paraphrafe upon Cel. 1. 15,
16. is in thefe words: ““e—and fince he was the firfk
Being that was derived from the Father. And that he
muft be the firft derived frem Him, is hence evident,
that all other beings were derived from God, the pri-
mary and fupreme caufe of all, through his Son, by
whom, as their immediate Author, all things were
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, vi~
fible and invifible : &c.”



4 A LETTER,

inquiries of that fort, and will immediately
enter upon the confideration of what the
Scriptures fay of the perfon of our Saviour.

He is calied a man in many places of the
Gofpels.  And every body took him for a
man, during his abode on this earth, when
he converfed with all forts of people, in the
moft free and open manner. He frequently
ftiles himfe!f zhe Som of man. He is alfo
faid to be the fon of David, and the fon of
Abrabam. He is called a man, even after
his afcenfion, A&s xvii. 31. He bas ap-
pointed a day, in the which be will judge
the world in righteoufnefs, by that man
awhom be bas ordained. 1. Tim. i, 5. For
theve is ome God, and one Mediator be-
tween God and men, the man Chrift Fefus,
And St. Peter to the Jews at Ferufalem.
A&s. i1, 22. Ye men of Ifrael, bear thefe
words, Jefus of Nazarcth, a man approved
of God among you by miracles, and wonders,
and figns, which God did by bim, in the midft
of you, as ye yourfelves alfo know.

Now if Jefus Chrift be a man, he confifts
of a human foul and body. For what eife
Is a man? '

~This title and appellation of man being fo
often and fo plainly given to our Saviour,
muft needs lead us to think, that he was
properly man, unlefs there are fome expref-
fions of another kind, that are decifive to
the contrary. But we find, that he is not

only:
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only called a man, but is alfo faid to be a
man as we are, or like to us. Hebr. ii. 17.
Therefore in all things it behoved him to be
made like unto his brethren. iv. 15. We.
bave not an High- Prieft, which cannot be
touched with a feeling of our infirmities, but
was 11 all points tempted like as we are, yet
without fin. And fee the fecond chapter of
that epiftle throughout. )
Befide thefe plain expreflions, defcribing
our Lord to be a man, and like to us; this
point may be argned from a great number
and variety of particulars related in the New
Teftament. For two Evangelilts have re-
corded our Lord’s nativity. St. Pau/ fays :
Geod [fent forth bis Son, made of a woman,
made under the law. Gal.iv. 4. If it was
expedient, that our Saviour fhould be born
into the world, as we are, and live in in-
fancy, and grow up to manhood, as we do,
and be liable to al! the bodily wants, weak-
neffes, and difafters, to- which we are ex-
pofed : mauft it not have been as needful, or
more needful, and as conformable to the di-
vine wifdom, that he fhould be alfo like un-
to us, in the other part, of which we are

compofed, a human foul, or fpirit ? [2].
More-

[2] ¢ And when we fay, that perfon was conceived
and born: we declare, he was made really and truly
man, of the fame human nature, which is in all other
men.—For the Mediator between Gad and men is the

B3 wan
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Moreover, this fuppofition does beft, if
not only, account for our blefled 8aviour’s
temptation, and every part of it, For how
was it poffible, that he fhould be under any
temptation, to try the love of Gaod to him,
by turning ftones into bread! or by cafting
him{elf down from a pinnacle of the tem-
ple. How could all the glories of this
world, and the kingdoms of it, be any temp-
tation to him, who had made all things un-
der the fupreme being? Had he forgot the

glory

man Chriff Fefus. 1. Tim. 1. §. That fince by man
came death, by man alfo thould come the refurrettion of the
dead, 1. Cor. xv. 21. As fure, then, as the firft
Adam, and we who are redeemed, are men; fo cer-
tainly is the fecond 4dam, and our Mediator, man.
He is therefore frequently called #be for of man, and in
that naturc he was always promifed : frft to Eve, as
her feed, and confequently, her fon: then to Abra-
ham. And that feed is Chrift. Gal. iii. 16. and fo
the fon of Abrabam : next to David, ... and confe-
quently, of the lame nature with David, and dbra-
bham. And as he was their {on, {o are we his brethren,
as defcendents from the fame father Adam.  And there-
fare it beboved him to be made like unto bis bretiren. For
be laid nat hold on the angels, but on the fecd of Abra-
ham. Hebr. ii. 16. 17. And fo became not an angel,
but 2 man,”

< As then man confileth of two different parts,
body and foul, fo does Chrift. ... And certainly, if
the Son of God would vouchfafe to take the frailty of
our fleth, he would not omit the nobler part, our foul,
without which he could nct be man. For Fefus en-
ereafed in wifdom, and flature: one in refpet of his
body, the other of his foul. Luke ii. §2.” Pearfor
upon the Creed. Art. iii. p. 159, 160. the fourth edi-
2iom. 1676, ‘
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glory and power, which he once had? If
that could be fuppofed, and that this want
of memory of paft things ftill remained; it
might be as well fuppofed, that he had no
remembrance of the orders, which he had
received from God, and of the commiffion,
with which God the Father had fent him
into the world.

The fuppofition, of Chrift being a man,
does alfo beft account for his agony in the
garden [3], and the dark, yet glorious

fcene

[3] Luke xxit. 44. And being in an agonie. . . . .
Kai yeaduevos i dyuvin.] I would put the queftion,
whether it might not be thus tranflated? And being un-
der great concern. 1 will tranfcribe here a paflage of
an ancient writer, reprefenting the anxiety, or folici-
tude, of Fulius Cefar, and others, when Ofavius
Cefar, then a young man, had a dangerous ficknefs.
Xarewes ot Sansiypiny wavres piv iv Qoby Aoav, ayus
VovTES, § T mhweTal Toiaurn QUcig, pdiigme Ot wav=
1wy ¢ Kdicwp, A1 Tacay nuépay % dures wapwy -
19 dbupioy wapiiyxe, 1 Qi wiumwu, levpis Te
dmosatin dux v, Ko wore dumvidvrs fyparé Tig,
we freAuTOS £i, xal xahemas ixol. O d iwrndnras
evumidnros nxev 8l dvornAfuero, xai TV faTpay EdEiTe
iurabicara pesos dy dywvins, xel duros wapexadnro.
%. A. Nic. Damafcen. De Inftitutione Caefaris Augufti

Ap.Valef. Excerpta. p.841.

I have obferved, that fome learned men feem ftudi-
oufly to have avoided the word agonie in their tranfla-
tions. In the Latin Vulgate is: Et faQus in agonia.
But Beza tranflates. Et conftitutus in angore. L¢
Clerc’s French verfion is : Et comme il étoit dans une
extréme inquictude . . And Lenfant’s: Et comme il
étoit dans un grand combat.. Which laft I de not

i B4 : think
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{cene of his fufferings on the crofs, and the
concluding prayer there: My God, my God,
why baft thou forfaken me ?

And the making the Logos to be the {oul
of Chrift does really annihilate his example,
and enervate all the force, which it fhould
have upon us.

But it may be f{aid, that there are fome
texts, which lead us to think, that Jefus
Chrift had a human body, but not an hu-
man foul: particularly, John i. 14. and
Hebr. x, s,

John i. 14. And the Word was made
Jlefb, and dwelt among ys. But it fhould be
obferved, that fefb, in the fcriptures both
of the Old and New Teftament, is often-
times equivalent to man. PL. Lvi. 5. T will
not fear what flefb can do unto me. ver. 11,
I will not fear what man can do unto me.,
And in innumerable other places. And in
the New Teftament, Math, xiii, 20. Luke
lii. 6. John xvii. 2. Ads. i 17. 1 Pet,
i 24.

What

think to be right. For the original word is not dyw,
out @ywiz. The Syriac verfion, as tranflated into
Latin by Tremellius, Troftius, and others, is: Cum
eifet in timore, inftanter orabat. I fhall add a fhort
vaflage from V. H. Vogleri Phyfiologia Hifforiae Paf-
Sionis J. C. cap. 2. p. 4. Ideoque non immerito dici
poteft Zywiz (quam in defeGtu commodioris vocabuli
angorem Latine vocemus) promtitudo rem quampiam
aggrediundi, fed cum timore et trepidatione. ’
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What St. Fobr fays therefore is this:
And the Word was made flefh, or took upon
him the human nature [4]-

St. Jobn fays 1. ep.iv. 2. 3. Every fpi-
rit, that cofy‘cﬂl’tb that fefus Chrift is come
in z‘be flefh, is of God. And every ﬁbzrzz‘ that
confeffeth not, that Fefus Chrift is come in the
flefb, 15 not of God. See likewife 2. ep.
ver.

It is well known, that in the early days
of Chriftianity, particularly in 4z, where
St. Fobn refided, there arofe people, gene-
rally called Docetes, who denied the real hu-
manity of Chrift, and faid, he was man in
appearance only. Thefe St. Fobn oppofeth
in his Epiftles, if not in his Gofpel alfo.
Againft them he here afferts, that Jefus had
the innocent infirmities of the human na-
ture, and that he really fuffered, and died.
But when he fays, that Fefus Chriff came in
the flefb, he does not deny, that he had an
human foul, or was man compleatly. Indeed,
it is here implied, that he was man, as we

are. [s5]. Hebe.
ebr.

[4] ¢ He took upon him our human nature, be-
came bimfelf a man, fubjeé to the like frailties with
us, and lived and converfed freely amongft men.” Dr.
Clarke’s Paraphrafe of St. Fobn i, 14. the fourth edi-
tion. 1722.

[5] Ecce in quibus verbis fuis omnino manifeftant
negare fe, quod ad unitatem perfonae Chrifti etiam hu-
mana anima pertineat; fed in Chrifto carnem et divinita-
tem tantummodo confiteri. Quandoquidem cum gen-

eret
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Hebr. x. 5. Wherefore, when be eemeth
into the world, be faith : Sacrifice and offer-
ing thou wouldeft not, but a body haft thou
prepared me.

But it is reafonable to think, that [6] a
part is here put for the whole, and that the

- word,

deret in ligno, illud, ubi ait, Pater, in manus tuas
commendo [piritum meum, divinitatem ipfam volunt eum
intelligi commendaffe Patri, non humanum f{piritum,
quod eft anima. .. . Et his atque hujufmodi fanétarum
{cripturarum  teftimoniis non refiftant, fateanturque
Chriftum, non tantum carnem, fed animam quoque
humanam Verbo unigenito coaptafle. . . . Aut {i eo mo-
ventur quod feriptum eft, Verbum caro falium eff, nec
illic anima nominata eft : intelligant, carnem pro ho-
mine pofitam, a parte totum fignificante locutionis mo-
do, ficuti eft, Adie omnis caro veniet. Item, Ex operi-
bus legis non juffificabitur omnis caro. Quod apertius
alio loco dixit: Ex lege nems juftificabitur. Itemque
alio: Non juftificatur homo ex operibus. Sic itaque dic-
tum eft, verdum caro factum eff : ach diceretur, Ver-
bum homo fadtum eft. Veruntamen ifti, cum ejus fo-
lam humanam carnem velint intelligt hominem Chrif-
tum, non enim negabunt hominem, de quo apertiffime
dicitur, unus mediator Dei et hominum homo Chriftus
Jefus . .. &c.  Aug. Contr, fermon. Arian. cap. ix,
Tom. 8.

[6] A body here is a fynecdochical expreflion of the
human nature of Chrift. So is fe/b taken, when he
is foid to be made flefp. For the general end of his
having this body was, that he might therein and therel:}y
yield obedience, or do the will of God. And the ei-
pecial end of it was, that he might have what te offer
in facrifice to Gad. But neither of thefe can be con-
fined unto his body alone. For it is the foul, the
other eflfential part of the human mnature, that is the
principle of obedience.” Dr.. F. Owen upon Hebr. x,

5.7 29,
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word, body, is not to be underftood exclu-
fively of the foul. St. Pau) writes to the
Romans : I befeech you therefore, that ye pre-
Jent your bodies a living facrifice to God. ch.
xii, 1: But no one ought hence to conclude,
that the Romans had not fouls as well as bo-
dies, or that their fouls might be negle@ed.
No. The faculties of the mind, as well as
the members of the body, were to be con-
fecrated to God, and employed in his fer-
vice. At the begining of the next chapter
St. Paulfays : Let every foul be fubject to the
bigher powers. Where the other part of the
human nature is put for the whole.

And it is manifet from ch. ii. 16. . . 18.
and other places, that the writer of the
epiftle to the Hebrews believed Chrift to be
man, or to have the human nature com-
pleat, like unto us. It would therefore be
very unreafonable, to underftand dedy in this
place exclufively of the foul.

The words of the Apofile are a quota-
- tion from Pf. x1. prophetically reprefenting
the readinefs of Chrift to do the will of God
in this world. |

Wherefore when be cometh into the world,
be faith.  Which [7] words are capable
of two interpretations. They may relate to
our Lord’s nativity, when he, literally, en-
tered into the world. Or they may relate to
the entrance upon his miniftry. Then it was,

that
[7] See Beaufohre upon Hebr. %. 5,
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that the Father fanitified him, and fent bin
into the world. John x. 36. and xvii. 18,
And then it was, that he devoted himfelf to
God entirely. Nor can it be well doabted,
that the prayer, which Jefus made, when
he was baptifed, and received the Spirit,
which is mentioned Luke ili. 31. contained
a declaration, equivalent to that in this place s
Lo, 1 come to do thy will, o God. Compare
John v. 30. and vi. 38.”

I will now confider fome texts, which
have been thought by fome to reprefent to
us the pre-exiftence of the foul of our Sa-
viour, before his conception in the womb of
the virgin Mary.

The form of God, Philip. ii. 6. feems to
me to have been enjoyed by our Lord in this
world. It [8] denotes his knowledge of
the hearts of men, his power of healing dif-
eafes, and raifing the dead, and working
other miracles, at all times, whenever he
pleafed, and all the other evidences of his
divine miffion. This fenfe does wonderfully
accord with what our Lord fays John x.

34 .. 36. and in many other places of that
Gofpel.

[8] Mop@n, forma, in noftris libris nen fignificat
acternum et occultum aliquid, fed id quod in oculos
incurrit, qualis erat eximia in Chrifto poteftas fanandi
morbos omnes, e€jiciendi daemonas, excitandi mortuos,
mutandi rerum naturas: quae vere divina funt, ita ut
Mofes, qui tam magna non fecit, ditus ob id fuerit
Deus Pharaonis. Grot. in Philip. ii. 6.
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Gofpel.  Is it not written in your law, 1
Jaid, Ye are Gods? If be called them Gods,
to whom the word of God came, and the fcrip-
ture cannot be broken, [ay ye of him, whom
the Father has fantlified, and [ent into the
world, thou blafphemefl, becaufe 1 faid, I am
the Son of God 2 But though he had {o great
power, be made himfelf of no reputation : he
lived in a2 mean condition, and fubmitted to
the reproaches of enemies, and at laft to
death itfelf. Which was plainly a voluntary
fubmiffion.  For being innocent, he needed
not to have died, but might have been tran{-
lated without tafting death.

If this be the meaning of that text, then
2. Cor. viii, ¢. is alfo explained: that [g]
though be was rich, yet jfor our fakes be be-
came poor.

John i. 15. fobn bare witaefs of bim . . .
He that cometh after me, is preferred before
me. For be was before me. And ver. j0.
This is be, of whom 1 faid : After me cometh
a man, which is preferred before me. For
he was before me. Buat I apprehend, . that
Fobn the Baptift does not here fay, that
Jefus was before him in time. Bat he fays :
He who comes after me, has always been

before me, or in my view. For he is my
chief,

[9] Id eft, cum vi polleret omnis generis miracula
patrandi, etiam mortuos refufcitandi, perfonam tamen
geflit tam huamilem, ut ne domum quidem haberet pro-
priam, Grot, in loe,

AL N
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chief, or prince, or principal.”” ‘This fuits
what he fays of the great dignity, and
tranfcendent excellence of our Lord’s perfon
and charalter, at ver. 27. Whofe fhoes latchet
I am not worthy to unloofe : and ver. 23,
I am the voice of one crying in the wildernefs,
Make firait the way of the Lord : that is,
I am the harbinger, or fore-runner, of the
great perfon, who is about to appear among
you. I am come before him, to prepare for
his reception.

John viii. 58. may be thought a firong
text for the pre-exiftence of our Saviour’s
foul. But really he there only reprefents his
dignity, as the Mefliah, the fpecial favour
of God toward him, and the importance of
the difpenfation by him. It is a way of
fpeaking, refembling that in Rev. xiii. 8.
Whofe names are written in the book of life,
of the lamb, flain from the foundation of the
world, and explained 1. Pet. i. 20. Who ve-
rily was fore-ordained before the foundation
of the world [10]. See alfo Eph. i 4.
2. Tim, i. 9. Tit. i. 2, The Jewifh people
have a faying, that [11] the Law was be-

fore

[10] Fuerat ante Abrahamum Jefus divina conftitu-
tione : infra xvii. 5. Apoc. xiil. 8. 1. Pet, i. 20. Con-
ftat hoc, quia de ipfo ipfiufque Ecclefid myftice <iCtum
erat, recente humano genere, futurum, ut femen mu-
liebre contereret caput ferpentis. Groz. in Foh. viii. 58,
Vid. et Bez, in loc.

[11] Sic Legem fuiffe ante mundum, aiunt Hebraei.
Vide Thalmudem de Votis, Grot, ad Joh. xvii. 5.
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fore the world was created. Inlikemanner the
Difpenfation by the Meffiah was before the
Difpenfation of A4brabam, in dignity, na-
tare, and defign, thoogh not in time,

The Jews were much offended at the
words, recorded in the §6. ver. Neverthelefs
our Lord does not there fay, that he had
feen Abrabam, or that Abrabam had feen
him in perfon. What he fays is this : Your
fatber Abrabam rejoiced to fee my day. And
be Jaw it, and was glad ; that is, he earneftly
defired to {ee the time, when all the nations
of the earth thould be blefled, through his
promifed feed, the Mefliah. And by faith
be faw it, and was glad. Compare Hebr.
xi. 13. [12.]

Another text proper to be confidered here
is John xvii. 5. And now, o Father, glorify
thow me with the glory, which I bad with
thee before the world was. But this, according
to the Jewifh phrafeology, may be very well
underftood of the glory, always defigned for

the

[ 12] Ceterum, ex Hebraecorum idiotifmo, dres
alicujus nihil aliud declarat, quam fpatium quo vix-
erit aliquis, aut infigne quidpiam, quod ipfi vel fa-
cere vel ferre contigit. Qua res notior eft, quam
ut teftimonio egeat.  Dies ergo Domini nihil aliud fig-
nificat, quam ipfius adventum in carnem. Vidit enim
eum eminus Abraham, fidei nimirum oculis, ut decla-
ratur Hebr. xi. 13... Adc gavifus ¢, ... Refpicit
autem exprefle Chriftus ad id quod dicitur Gen. xvii.
17. Abrahamum, accepta de nafcituro fibi illo femine
promiffionc, fefe proftraviffe, et rififfe. Unde et ipfi
Ifaaco nomen impofuit Dominus. Bez. ad JFob. viii. 56.
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the Chrift by the immutable purpofe of
God. See Grotius upon the place. That our
Lord bad not, before his nativity, the glo-
ry, which he here prays for, isapparent from
the whole tenour of the gofpel, and from
clear and manifeft expreflions in the con-
text. For the glory, which he now prays
for, is the reward of his obedience. ver. 4.
I bave finifbed the work, which thou gaveft
me to do. And now o Father, glorify thou me . .
And St. Paul fays Philip. ii. 9. Wherefore
God alfo bas bighly exalted hin:, Hebr. i, 9 . .
for the fuffering of death be was crowned with
glory and bonour, ver, 10, For it became
bim, for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things, in bringing many fons to glory,
- to make the captain of their falvation perfelt
through fufferings. And Hebr. xii. 2. Look-
ing unto fefus, who for the joy that was fef
before bim, endured the crofs, defpifing the
Shame.  And is fet down on the right band of
the throne of God. And Luke xxiv. 26,
Our Saviour fays to the difciples, in the way
to Emmaus : Ought not the Chrift to bave
uffered thefe things, and to enter into bis
glory2 And St. Peter. 1. €p. 1. io. 11. Of
- awhich [alvation the Prophets bave inquired . .
Searching what, or what manner of time the
Jpirit of Cbrz/} which was in them did i Jignify,
when it teflified before band the fufferings of
Chrift, and the glory that fhould jol[ow And

St. Paul. AQs. xxvi. 22, 23... faying no
other
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other things than thofe, awhich the Prophefs
and Mofes did fay flould come : that the Chrift
Shouid [uffer, and thar be fhould be the firf}
that fhould rz/e from the dead.  All harmo-
nious, as we {ee; that the glory of the Mef-
fiah was fubfequent to his obedience and
fufferings on this earth, See likewife Rom.
1L 3. 4. o |

Nor can I forbear to obferve to you, that
Augufiin, who has largely confidered the
words of ]ohn xvii. §. and in fo doing
quotes Eph. 1. 4. and Rom. i. 1. .. 4. un-
derftands them of Chrif¥’s human nature,
and explains them in the fame manner that
1 have done. Quafi vere quifjuam regulam
fidei intuens, Filiam Dei negaturus eft prae-
deftinatum, qui eun negare hominem non
poteft. Re&e quippe dicitar non pracdefti-
natus {ecundum id quod eft Verbum Dei,
Deus apud Deum. .. Illud autem praedeﬁl-
nandum erat, quod nondum erat, ut {ug
tempore fieret, quemadmodum ante omnia
tempora praedeﬁmatum erat, ut fieret. Quif-
quis igitur Dei Filiam praedeﬁma;um ne-
gat, hunc eundern filium hominis negat. . .
fecundum hanc ergo pracdeftinationem etiam
clarificatus eft antequam mundus eflet, ut
efet claritasejus ex refurretione mortuoram
apud Patrem, ad cujus dexteram fedet. Cami
etgo videret illius praedeftinatae fuae clarifi-
cationis venifle jam tempus, uat et nunc fie-
ret in redditione, quod fuerat in praedeftina-

C tione



18 A LETTER,

tione jam .fa&um, oravit, dicens: Ef nwnc
clarifica me tu Pater apud temetipfum, cla-
ritate, quam Lobui priufquam mundus effet,
apud e : tamquam diccnt, Claritatem
quamn habui apud te; id eft, illam clarita-
tem, quam habui 2pud tein praeueﬁinatione
tua, tempos cft, ut apud te habeam etiam
vivens in dutem tod.,  Auguff. In foan,
Evang. cap. 17. Tr.cv. n. 8. ed. Bened. Tom.
3. .2,

It has been thought by fome, [131 that
Chrift, or the Son, appeared to the Patri-
archs, and was cftentimes {ent upon meffages
to men by the {upreme being, before the
times of the gofpel. But where is the proof
of this ? It was the opinion of fome of the
ancient writers of the Church, who had a
philofophy, that was a mixture of Pth 2g0-
rifm and Platonifm. Neverthelefs, this fup-
pofition, that God had employed the Son in
former f:imes before thz gofpel, isoverthrown
by the very firlt words of the Apoftie in the

“‘Qle to the H: brews. God, w/’ao at ﬁmd’y
z‘f wes, and in divers manners fpoke in time
pajt wnto *ﬁefat/em by the Prophcts, bas in
thefe laft doys [poken 7':to us by his Som. It
is allo inconfiflent with the ADO"’Lh s argu=-
ments to care and circun spe cftion, ftedfaft-
nefs and perfeverance, which follow after-

wards.

73] That opinion is modeﬁy reje&ted by Mr
Peivee, in his Paraphrafe on the }:plﬁ;(. to the FHe-
breaws.  Chap, 1. ver, 2.
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wards. Hebr. ii. 1. 2. 3. Therefore we oughs
to give the more earnefl beed to the things,
which awe bave heard . .. For if the word
fpoken by angels was fledfaft . . . how [hall we
efcape, if we neglefl [o great falvation, which
at the firft began to be [poken by the Lord, and
was confirmed wunto us by them that beard
bim 2 See-likewife ch. iii. 1. For this man
was counted worthy of more honour than Mo~
Sfes, .. ver. 6. But Chrift, as a Son over bis
own bouﬁ

Suill it may be faid, that nothing but the
pre-exiftence of the foul of Chrift can fuit
thofe expreffions of his being fent from God,
and coming from God.

To which I anfwer, that the account
here given by me is well fuited to all {uch
expreflions in their utmoft latitude, accord-
ing to the flile of Scripture. For wema
be all faid to be fent by God into the world,
without the f{uppofition of a pre-exiftent
foul.  Efpecially are Prophets fent from
God. But above all Jefus is moft properly
the fent of God, as he had the higheft and
moft important commifiion.

So John 1. 6. There was a man fent from
God, whofe name was Fobn. Neverthelefs
none fuppofe, that Fobn the Baptift came
diretly from heaven : but only, that he
was infpired, and had a divine command to
appear in the world, and bear witnefs con-

C 2 cerning
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cerning the Chrift, who would come pre=
fently after him.

And the commiffion, which our Lord
gave to his Apoltles, is exprefled by himfelf
after this manner. John xvii. 18. As thou
baf fent me into the world, even [o bave I
Jent them into the world. And xx. 21. As
my Father bas fent me, [o fend 1 you.

But, as before faid, Jefus is zbe fent of
God, as he had the higheft commiffion.
John iii. 34. He whom God bas fent, [peak-
eth the words of God. ch.iv. 34. My meat
is to do the will of him that [ent me. ch.v.
38. ¥z have not bis word abiding in you.
For whom be bas fent, ye believe nof. See
alfo ver. 23. 24. 30. 34. 36. And x. 36.
Say ye of bim, whom the Father bas fanlified,
and fent into the world, Theu blafphemef?,
becaufe 1 faid, I am the Son of God? And
in the hiftory of the cure of the blind man,
recorded in the ix. chapter of the fame Gof-
pel, at ver. 7. And faid unto bim: Go,
wafb in the pool of Siloam, awhich is by in-
terpretation, fent. Probably here is an al-
lufion to our Lord’s charaller, as the fent of
God.  And there may be an intimation in-
tended, that he is the Shilob, fpoken of in
Gen. xlix. 10.

There are {fome other texts needful to be
taken notice of here. John xiii. 3. Fefus
knowing, that be was come from God, and
went to God. o7i amo Deé dEyne, xvi, 27, For

the
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tbe Fatber bimfelf loveth you, becaufé ye have
loved me, and bave believed that 1 came out
from God. o7 Eya? 'aroapw\ 7% feg Efﬁ)\éou. ver.
28. Iam come forth from the Father, and am
come into the world. Again, 1 leave the
world, and go to the Father. Efq oy maga 78
warpos. This expreflion is explained in ch.
vili. 42, Whence we perceive, that [14]
thereby is intended our Lord’s divine com-
miffion. fefius faid unto them : If God were
your Fatber, ye would love me. For I pro-
ceeded forth, and came from God. Neither
came I of my [elf, but be fent me. "Eyw yop
éx 78 ez Ef'ﬁx%v, Kol nra. x. A,

The reproaches, and contradi&tions, which
our Lord met with, and the fufferings of
his death, are often fet before us. But if
the Logos, that high and exalted fpirit, in
the Arian fenfe, was the foul of Chrift;
this part of his humiliation, in clothing
himfelf with an human body, would have
been frequently reprefented, and defcribed,
in the cleareft, and moft emphatical ex-
preflions.

Here, if I miftake not, is a proper place
for fetting down thofe obfervations upon
this {cheme, which reafon may fuggeft, and
were pafled over before.

C 3 In

[14] Voyez cette facon de parler expliquée ci def-
fus. ch. viii. 42. par la miflion, Lenfant upen Fohz
AVl 27,
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In the firft place, T do not apprehend it
poflible, that o glorious and perfect a {pirit
thould undergo fuch diminuation by being
united to an human body, as to bccome
thereby unconfcious, or to be greatly enfee-
bled. T think, that if this fpirit were to ani-

sate, and take upon it the part of a foul in
an human body ; it’s power, cogitation, and
knowledge, would {ubfift, and remain, even
in it’s infant ftate. In fhort, the human
body would be {wallowed up by this great
foul., That foul would exert itfelf in the
body, and fuftain it with all facility, with-
out reft, food, or any other refrefhment,
againft all pain, and uneafinefs, and every
kind of infirmity. ‘This, I fay, would be
the cafe, fuppofing {o great a being to take
vpon it a human body. 1If an angel (asis
fuppofed,) can move with agility a material-
vehicle, made denfe enough to be fenfible to
human eyes ; what influence would not this
powerfal Logoes have over the grofleft hu-
man body ? But this is not agreeable to fact,
as reprefented in the New Teftament,  For
theie Jefusis faid, to have encreafed in wif-
dom, as he grew up. And he bad hunger,
and thirft, and was wearied witd journeying,
and had all the finlefs infirmities of the hu-
man nature, and was {ubjed to death.

But fecondly, fuppofing this humiliation to
be pofiible, I think, it could not be reafo-
nable. It is not reafonable; that fo great a

being
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being fhould fubmit to uvnconfcioufnefs, or
any 1uch like debilitation.  Confequently, it
cannot be required by God. It is incon-
gruous to all juft notions of things, that any
other {pirit, befide a human foul, thould be
made {ubjett to the infirmities of humun
fleth.

I forbear mentioning fome things, which
appear to me confequences from the Logos
(in the ﬁ_’rz'mz fenfe of that term) being the
foul of our blefled Saviour. And, as they
are not mentioned, they need not affect you,
unlefs they fhould occur to your thoughts.

I now proceed to the introdution to St.
_‘j’olm S Gorpel For I believe, you may be
of opinion, that I muft not pafs it by en-
tirely, notwithftanding it’s difficulty. I will
therefore explain it briefly, or a part of it
at left, according to the belt of my ability:
ftill willing, however, to receive farther
light from any one, that {hall afford it,

“In the begining was the Word. By begin-
'ﬂg, I think, cannot be intended the begin-
mg of the Gofpel but of the creation, or
rather always, from eternity was the Word.
And the Word was with God : that is, was
always with God, though not fully mani-
fefted, till thefe laft days of the world [15].

And

[15] 1. Johni. 2. For the Life was manifeffed.
dod e bave feen ity and bear witnefsy and fhew unto
C 4 you
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And the Word was God. Ka; feos ';7,1/ c )\af'yoga
Which fometimes has been rendred thus :
And Ged was the Word. But there are
learned men, who fay, that then the Greek
would have been Kai ¢ fe05 %y Aoyog: and,
that the article being joyned with 2606,
therefore that i1s the antecedent, and our
tranflation is right.

Here T had been wont to {fubmit to what
Dr Clarke fays, The Scripture Dolirine of
the Trinity, P. i. numb. 535. « Of thele
words there arc only three interpretations,

The firft is, that the Word was that fame
perfon, whom he was with. And that is
both a contradiétion in terms, and alfo the
antient herefy of Sabellius.”” But now that does
not move me. I am of opinion, that God
here is the fame God that was mentioned
before.  St. Yohn ufeth a gradation.  Fift
he fays, the Word was always, before all
time. Then he adds: and was with God :
and lafily, that he was God himfclf,  What
follows confirms this interpretation. ver. 3.
All things were made by him, and without
bim was not any thing made that was made.
Who fhould this be, but God the Father,
the one living and true God, and author of
life, and all bemgP Are there more creators

than

you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and
was maiifefled unto us,

1. Tim. iil. 16, And without controverfy, great is the
myflery of gedlinefs.  God was maiifejt in the fiefb.
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than one? Would any Jew, or difciple of
Jefus, afcribe [16.] the creation of the world
to any, but God, or his reafon, or under-
ftanding, or difcretion, his wi{dom, his pow-
er, his word, his fpirit, which is the fame
as God himfelf ? ver, 1o. He was in the
world, and the world was made by him. This
needs no comment, ver. 11. He came to bis
own, and bis own received bim not. 1 pray,
whole people were the Jews, but God’s,
his, who ftiled himfelf Jehovah ? He now
came, in Jefus, to his own people. But
they received him not.

St Fobn therefore intends the one true
God, not any inferior deity.

Shall I thew this more particularly from
other places of his Gofpel? It is obfervable,
that St Fobn, out of the many difcourfes
of Jefus, (a great part of which he has
omitted, as appears 'from ch. xx. 30. 31,
xxi, 25.) has fele¢ted thofe, in which our
Lord fpeaks very exprefily of the commif-
fion, which he had received from the Fa-
ther, and of his near, and intimate union
with him, -

' In

[16.] The creation of the world is always afcribed
to the one living and true God, in the old and New
Teftament. Gen. i. Ex. xxii. Job. xxi. 13. xxvi. 13,
Pf. xxxiii. 6. cxxxvi. 5..10. cxlvi. 5. 6. If xlii. 5.
xlv. 12, li. 13, Jer. x. 12. li. 15. and elfewhere.
A&s iv. 24. xiv. 15. xvil. 24. Rev.iv. 8..11.
X. 6. xiv. 7. ' '



