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A

FRIENDLY DIALOGUE:
BETWEEN

A COMMOft UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN,

AND

AN ATM A N A S I A N ;

Occafioned by the former s behaviour during

fame part of the public fcrvice.

OR,

AN ATTEMPT TO RES FORK
SCRIPTUREFORMS OF WORSHIP.

To which I; added

/ A SECOND DIALOGUE
BETWEEN

EUGENIUS AND T II E O P H I L U S,

ON THE SAME SUBJECT.

fcfus anfwercd
5

the firft of all the commandments IP, Hear, O
Ifrael! the Lord our God is one Lord : and thou fhalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, ?,nJ with
all thy ftrength. This is the rirft commandment. And the

feoond is like, namely this : Thou /halt love thy neighbour as

thyfel.&quot;.
There is none other commandment g eater than thefe.

MAPK xii. 29, 30, 31.

When ye pray, fay, Our Father, &c. Lujcsxi. 2.



ADVERTISEMENT.

The following little trat (viz. the firft of the two

following dialogues) being now reprinted by the

editor, with very confiderable alterations, it is no

more than juftice to the author to fay, that he is no

longer anfwerable for the contents of it. His learn

ing, and his chriftian fpirit and temper, deferve all

praife ; his name is not mentioned, but his works

will follow him.

January iy?,

1784.

[Reprinted from the fecond edition, 1787,]



PREFACE.
4

THE following Dialogue is defigned for the ufe of

common chriftians, who, by experience, are found

competent judges of the do&rine here contended

for, when it is delivered in its native fimplicity, as it

was firft preached by Chrift and his apoftles. Plain

fcripture-fadli are adapted to all capacities, and can

not be overthrown by all the learned fophiftry in the

world. It is to be hoped, that there are amongft us

many rational chriftians, who will diftribute fuch

little tracts, in order to help forv/ard the glorious

work of another reformation, which, though the

times are favourable in many refpeb, is very much

obftrucled by irreligion on one fide, and fuperftitiou

and enthufiafm on the other.
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PREFACE

TO THE

SECOND EDITION.

THE unexpected demand which has been made for

the former impreJlion of the fir ft Dialogue, has given

occafion for the re -publication of it-. A fecond is

now added to the prcfent edition; and, in this Lit

difcuflion of the fulject, the author has conducted

his twq. friends to a perfect agreement in opinion and

praclice, upon principles which appeared, in the end,

e&amp;lt;i

.nlv cortduhvc to both of them.

The firft dialogue was re- printed in Philadelphia,

in 1785; a circumftance which affords fome hopes

that it may be ufeful on the other fide of the Atlantic :

and more particularly as the wifdom of the American

{lates hath not impofed thofe impediments to the free

progrefs of the true faith of the gofpel of Chrili,

which have been unhappily adopted and retained in

Europe.

The writer has only to add, that his fervent

prayer to God is, that in proportion as the know

ledge of the truth fhall fprcad, the greater purity of

life and confiflency of conduct may prevail through

out the thriftian world.

0, lover 15,

1787.
JOHN DISNEY.



FRIENDLY DIALOGUE.

ATHANASIAN. Neighbour, as I always thought

you a perfon of a ferious turn of mind, and have

frequently obferved your exemplary conduct in the

public worfliip, your behaviour this day, at church,

gave me great furprife, and indeed uneafmefs, be-

caufe you Teemed to treat fome parts of our excel

lent liturgy with difregard. You ufed to repeat,

after the minifter, the four firfl petitions of the

litany^ in a devout and folemn manner ; and to join

in every part of our liturgy, fo juftly celebrated by

great numbers of pious and learned men. But I

took notice this day, at church, you put on a filent

indifference, when GOD THE SON, GOD THE

HOLY GHOST, and the THREE PERSONS in the

trinity were invoked ; neither did you feem to give

your aflent to the doxology, fo frequently directed,

to FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST. You feemcd

likewife not to join in the latter end of thofe

prayer?, which conclude with the docVme of the

A 3 trinity
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trinity in unity, fo plainly and folemnty eftablifhed by
our glorious church, and confirmed by the learned

pains of many excellent writer?. I mould be glad

to know the true reafon of this furprifmg change ;

and make no doubt but you will read
.ly explain

yourfelf upon thcfc religious points, as you and I

have had frequent conferences upon fubje&s of fcrip-

ture.

UNITARIAN&quot;. Why, really, neighbour, I ac

knowledge the juflnefs of your charge. As my fcn-

ttments are very different from thofe I formerly em

braced, and was educated in ;
fo I think it my duty

to aft confidently with my principles, and to profefs

and prafHfe, in religious mutters, according to the

dictates of my conference. There was a little book,

published fome years ago, under the title of, AN
APPEAL TO THE COMMON SENSE OF ALL CHRIS

TIAN PEOPLE, &c. written by a country clergyman.

And iince then, another fmall tral entitled, AN
APPEAL TO THE SERIOUS AND CANDID PRO

FESSORS OF CHRISTIANITY&quot;*: tliefe I have care

fully

* The third and lad edition of the Appeal to common

fenfe, by the late Rev. William Hopkins, vicar of

Bolney, in Suflex, was publiflied 1775, by Mr. John-

fon, in St. Paul s-church-yard, Mr. Hopkins died in

April, 1786, in the 8oth year of his age, and fome

memoir.1
; of his life and writings, (by the editor of this

treatife,)
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fully read, confidered, and compared with icnpture,

and more particularly with regard to the article of

religious worfliip, which is of a practical nature ;

and profefs myfelf deeply convinced, by the exprefs

determination of Chrift and his apoftles, that the

church-worfhip offered up to Jefus Chrift, the mcf-

fenger of God, and to the holy fpirit ; and to the

trinity, as being three perfons, and one God, is falfc

and unfcriptural, from whence, I think, it necefla-

rily follows, that the famous athanafian doctrine of

three co-equal perfons in one God, has no founda

tion in the word of God.

ATHANASIAN&quot;. Oh, my friend ! you aftonifh

me by fuch a bold declaration j and I beg of

you, for the fake of your future happinefs, to take

heed, and beware how you run into a dangerous he-

refy, before you have weighed this important bufi-

nefs with a cool and unprejudiced mind. What!

is it poffible to imagine that fo many wife and good
men fhould have been fo grievoufly miftaken, as to

be guilty of falfe worfliip in their folemn addrefs to

almighty God ? Don t you know, that our liturgy

was

treatife,} were the next year prefixed to the remain

ing copies of his Appeal. For an account of the ori

ginal publication of this firft dialogue, fee pp. xiv. and

xv. of the memoirs. The Appeal to the profeffort of

cbriftianitj , and the trails connected with it, are alfo

fold by J. Johnfon in St. Paul s church-yard.
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was compiled by pious and learned men ; and that it

has been celebrated by feveral excellent writers, as

the mofl perfect and chriflian form of public devo

tion in the whole chriftian world ? You (hould,

therefore, fufpect, that thefe authors have impofed on

your judgment by fome delufive arts, when their

arguments have a tendency to draw you off from an

important part of religious worfhip, fettled and de

termined by the venerable fathers of the church of

England, eftablifhed by acts of parliament and con

vocation, and ftrongly enforced by a pious and

learned clergy.

UNITARIAN. I am obliged to you, my good

friend, for your advice, as I am well afTured it pro

ceeds from a kind regard for my fpiritual welfare.

But I can fcrioufly declare, that my conviction has

not been hafty : in the courfe of my inquiry, I made

all poflible objections to the doctrines delivered in

both thefe APPEALS, for the very reafon you affign ;

and I thought it ftrange and unaccountable, that fuch

an excellent church fhould have continued fo long in

an error that breaks in upon the true character of the

one God and Father of all, and the holy and only

worfhip admitted, practifed, and directed by Chrift

and his apoftles. And, in order to convince you of

my fincerity in this grand affair, I muft acquaint you

that I fent for feveral anfwers to thefe publications
&amp;gt;

which have been written by learned perfons ; and

have alfo carefully examined fome defences of them.

Upon



Upon the moft fmcere and impartial inquiry, not

without eanieft applications to the God of truth, for

the direction of his holy fpirit in my religious difqui-

fitions, I profefs myfelf an UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN,
or a firm believer in one fupreme God and Father of

all, as a principle of, natural as well as revealed reli

gion. 1 fee with my own eyes, and perceive with

my own undemanding, that it is my duty to worfhip
and pray to the one God and Father of all, in the

name of, or as the difciple of Jefus Chrift, for the

aflifhmce of his holy fpirit and guidance ; and think

it lawful to offer up petitions to none other, except
the invifible and fclf-exiftent creator and governor of

the world, the one only living and true God. As
our lord commanded no wcrfnip or prayer to be made
to himfelf, and diretfed his apoftles and others, to

pray only to God, our Father, who is in heaven ;

and they taught their difciples the fame :

furely, to

pay religipus worfhip to any other, mud: be judged,

by every unprejudiced chrifHan, as an inftance of

will -worfhip, not warranted by the word of God ;

and, confequently, iuch unfcriptural forms of devo

tion ought to be laid afide, though eftablimed by the

authority of wife and learned men. With refpectto
the worfhip of the

trinity in unity, or three perfons
and one God, not even the leaft colour of evidence

can be produced for it; every form of worfhip fet

forth by Chrift and his apoftles is abfolutcly incon-

fiftent with it. It is
certainly worfhipping God

under



under a falfe character, or we know not what, (John
iv. 22.) when we offer up prayers to a Being, con-

fifting of three co-equal perfons, contrary to the

light of reafon and fcripture j and I am a
r
raid this re

ligious practice too nearly approaches to the crime of

fome degree of idolatry, as no fuch being exifts in

the univerfe.

ATHANASIAN. Surely you mufl labour under fome

very great mifrake, when you make fuch confident

declarations regarding forms of worfhip, that have

been deduced from fcripture by fo many learned men ;

and have been defended in fo many excellent bookf,

written by perfons of almoft every denomination of

chriftians, as well as of the church of England.

Have you, my friend, carefully examined every part

of fcripture relating to religious worfhip ? Have not

the authors of thefe APPEALS concealed fome confi-

derable evidence, in order to gain their caufe ?

Though my memory, at prefent, does not furnifh me

with any particular pafTages, where the fecond, third,

and fourth petitions of the litany are found in exprefs

terms ; yet I am perfuaded that thefe forms of wor

fhip are warranted by fcripture, as our church,

which profefles the higheft regard for fcripture, and is

founded upon it, has fo long recommended and en

forced the whole litany-worfhip : and you muft allow

that the church of England has been blefled with

many excellent members, remarkable for their piety,

as well as learnings and, confequently, I cannot

think



think of departing from their religious fentiments,

without the cleareft and ftrongeft evidence, drawn

from the word of God.

UNITARIAN. We of this nation ought to blefs

God for the ineftimable advantages of the free ufe of

the holy fcriptures in the vulgar tongue. In the

name of God, let every declaration of Chrift and his

apoftles, relating t6 religious worfliip, be examined

and confidered with the greateft care ;
and let this

important caufe be determined by divine and not

human authority. I can fincerely tell you a plain

matter of far, that after having very accurately

compared the new Teftament, with the collection of

texts relating to religious worfhip in both thefe

APPEALS, I could not find one paflage omitted j fo

that the authors of them cannot be charged with con

cealing any part of the evidence, in order to gain

their caufe, according to the too common practice

of party writers.

My good friend, do but admit, as your proteftant

profcffion, and your feeming regard for fcripture

requires, that the authority of Chrift and his apoftles

is of greater weight than the decrees of even wife

and learned men, and you will foon be convinced

that the athanafian, or trinitarian worfhip is falfe and

unfcriptural. I will endeavour to point out to you a

plain method of gaining intire fatisfaclion upon this

important fubjeft. It came to pofs that as be (viz.

Chrift) was praying in a certain place^ cne of bis
dif-

ciples faid unto him^ Lord teach us to pray^ as John

alfo



alfo taught bis
dfiiples. (Luke xi. r.) Now, the

grand queftion rs, what anivver our lord made to this

reafonable inquiry ? For
furely it is the duty of every

chriflian to pay a very folemn regard to the determi

nation of Chrift himfelf. And be (viz. Chrift)y&/W
unto them, when ye pray, fry, Our Father, who art in

leaven; &c . (v, 2.) This is exadtly agreeable to

the precept he gave in his fermon on the mount ;

*//.r // /&amp;gt; manner pray ye : Our Father, ivho art in

heaven, &c. (Mark vi. 9.) It appears then, that

our Lord has plainly commanded all his difcip!es to

worfhip the one God and Father of all, without any
mention of himfelf, or of the holy fpirit of God, as

objects of worfhip.

ATH ANASIAN. Your producing the lord s prayer

is, I think, unneceflary, as all chriftians are uni

formly agreed in it ; and this prayer frequently oc

curs in every part of our public fervice.

UNITARIAN. But it is proper to begin with a

point univerfally agreed upon, in order to proceed in

a regular manner, to the examination of thofe points

wherein we differ. Though the lord s prayer is fo

familiar to you, by frequent ufe, yet it is very poflible

that you, and thoufands of other?, might not have

attended to the confequences, naturally ariiing from

this divine and comprehenfive prayer.

In the next place, I recommend to your ferious

confideration&amp;gt; part of a difcourfe our lord delivered

to his difciples, juft before he was going to fuffer a

painful
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painful and fcandalous death. In that day ye Jhall aft

me nothing: Verily, verily, I fay unto you , whatfoever

ye /hall afk the Father in my name, he will give it you.

Hitherto have ye afked nothing in my name. At that

day ye Jhall aft in my name, (John xv. 23, 24, 26).

Be pleafed to take particular notice, that our lord

hath, in thefe declaration?, plainly fet forth the true

chriftian form Oi worfhip, which is no other than to

worfhip the one God and Father of all, in the name,

and as the difciples, of Jefus Chrift.

But here I mult carneftly defire you to consider,

what foundation there is for the worfhip of Jefus

Chrift, or the holy fpirit of God, or three perfons

in one God. Tis impoilible for the art of man to

find it out, in thefe plain declarations of our lord,

when he was profefledly fpeaking of the duty of his

difciple?, with regard to the true
objedfc of religious

worfhip.

ATHAN ASIAN. I freely grant you that thechurch-

worlliip does not appear in this difcourfe of Chrift.

.But docs he not promife his difciples to lend the holy

fpirit to guide them into all truth? From whence it

is not improbable that fome particulars were to be re

vealed to them after the defcent of the holy fpirit,

which our lord did not think proper to communicate

to them in per foil ; fo that if the church-worfhip be

rightly deduced from the declarations of the infpired

apoftlcjs, it will yet fraud upon a fcripture-founda-

tion.

B UNITARIAN
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UNITARIAN. Let us, for the prefent, confine

our argument to our lord s laft difcourfc to his dif-

ciples. If the true chara6ter of God be, a Being

confuting cf three co-equal pcrfons, and it be our

duty to worfhip him under this character, is it pof-

fible to imagine, that our Lord fhould take no

notice of fuch an eflential part of our religious

fervice ? As no fuch worfliip can be deduced from

this, or any other difcourfe of our lord, it muft

certainly be given up, as falfe and unfcriptural,

unlefs the apoftles, after the defcent of the holy fpirir,

have made it our cxprefs duty, by clear precepts and

example.

But the matter of fact is demonftratcd, even to the

eye-fight, that the apoftles offered up their ufual and

rtated devotions to God only, through Jefus Chrifh

They lift up their voice to God, faying^ Lord^ tbou art

Go^ grant that wonders may Ic done by the name of

thy holy fervant Jifus. (Acts iv. 24, 30.) Thanks le

to God) whogiucth us the victory-) through cur lofdjifus

Chrijt. (i Cor. xv. 57.) The precepts relating

to worfhip, in the epiftles, are to this effect- What-

foevcr ye do 9 in word or deed, do all in the name of the

lord
JeJitS) giving thanks to God, and the Father by him.

(ColofT. iii. 17.) In the review of all the forms of

worihip in the new Teftament, will appear demon -

firative evidence that the v/orlhip of Chrift, and the

holy fpirit, is no where warranted by t ie practice or

precepts of the apoftles : an.! fo giofs and abfurd is the

worfhip
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xvorfhip of three perfons and one God, that they have

not left us the moft diftant intimation of any fuch

religious practice; whfch you will readily perceive,

when you have carefully examined all their decla

rations relating to the duly of worfhip. If it had been

the will of God, that the difciples of Ciiriir (hould

have worftiipped one God, under the character of

three perfons, it would have been as plainly fet forth

in the new Teftamcnt, as it is in the liturgy of the

church of England : and confequently, the athanafian

forms of worfhip muft appear, to all fincere Bereans,

falfe and unfcriptural, as being deftitute of all fupport

from the directions of Chrift and his apoftles.

ATHANASIAN. But fureiy the great power and

authority of Chrift, who is fo frequently joined

together with the Father, as alfo the high o/fices

which the holy fpirit fuftains
; and both of them being

fometimes mentioned, together with the Father, as

concerned in the great work of our falvation, afford

good grounds for the direct invocation of them in

prayer or praife ; particularly, as we are commanded

to be baptized into the name of the fon and holy

fpirit, as well as of the Father. (Mat. xxviii. 19.)

Arid the apoftolical benediction (2 Cor. xiii. 14.)

feems to imply woifhip to the fon and holy fpirit. -

UNITARIAN. That the fon is employed by God
in very high offices for the falvation of mankind,

every chriftian mud readily grant, with joy and

gratitude : and the promifed affifiance of the holy

B 2
fpirit
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fpirit is alfo deferving of our thankfulncfs. As

almighty God empowered Chrift to preach and make

known the terms of falvation to the world ; fo after he

had compleated the gracious work afligned him, he re

ceived a commiffion to fend down the holy fpirit upon

the apoftles, to enable them to propagate the gofpcl

through the world : the comfortable afliftance of the

lione holy fpirit of God, (that is, his guidance and

protection) is likewife promifed to all fmcerc chriltians

in the difcharge of their moll difficult duties. Upon
this account, the difciples of Chrifl: are commanded

to be baptized into the name of the fon and holy 1 pirit,

as well as of the Father. To be baptized into the

name of the holy fpirit, or into the belief of the

extraordinary guidance and direction of the holy fpirit,

which was given to the apoftles, cannot be of the

like import, with acldreffing curfelves to the fame in

prayer and praife. When this famous text in Mat

thew s gofpel is cited, the words immediately fore

going fhould always be added, as being neccfTary to

complete the fenfe : all power, (that i?, all power

relating to the gofpel-difpenfation,) is given unto me in

heaven, and in earth. Go ye, therefore,
and teach all

nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father,

and ofthefon, and of the holy fpirit : (Matt, xxviii. 1 8,

19.) and confequently, the Father is mentioned as

the giver of that power, the fon as the pcrfon to whom

that power is given, and the holy fpirit, as the blefling

of God, accompanying our endeavour. ,
and the
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effectual means of our fuppoiting our chriflian

warfare. This power, of whlc.i Cnrift fpeaks, is

that which he, in other words, calls the holy fpirit;

and, therefore, the Father is mentioned as the giver

of that power, and the fon as the perfon to whom it

is given. This feems to be the true fcriptural account

of this pafiage, about which there have been fo many

angry difputes, but concerning which you, and every

one, muft judge for himfelf.

The other text you mention, (2 Cor. xiii. 14.) is

no more than a folemn wifh of the apoftle Paul, that

the favour of Chrift, the love of God, and the com

munion of the holy fpirit, or joint partaking in the

divine affiftance, might be and continue with the

Corinthians. But I refer you to every thing relating

to this text, fairly difcufled in the APPEALS before

mentioned.

As to any doxology, or the afcribing of glory to

the perfcn of the holy fpirit, it is not even pretended,

by learned men, that one inftance of it can be pro

duced from fcripture. The new Teftament lies open
before you, and you may fee with your own eye?,

whether the common church-doxology be there or

not, Glory be to the Father^ and to
ihefoji, and to the

holyghoft. The fcripure-doxologies are to this efTed :

Glory to God through Jefus Chrift. Bleff.ng^ &c. be

unto him that Jitteth upon the throne
, (viz. the one

fupreme God) and unto the lamb, (that is, God s holy

and innocent creature, and great inflrument employed
B 3 by
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by him, for the faivation of mankind,) for ever and

ever. (Rom. xvi. 27. Rev. v. 13.)

Again ; with refpecl to the wormip of Father, fon,

and holy fpirif, as being one God, it is a notorious

far, not to be overthrown, by all the fubtle inven

tions of learned men through the whole chriflian

world, that this form of worfhip is fo far from being

commanded, or authorifed by the facred writers, that

the worfhip required in the fcriptures is abfolutely

inconfiftent with it ; the one fupreme God, who is

generally described by the character of Father, being

conftantly fet forth, as the only objecl: to whom all

religious invocation fhould be directed. Nothing is

more eafy than for you, or for any other common

chriftian, to determine this plain queflion, whether

the wormip of three perfons and one God, be in the

new Teftamcnt, which you have in your hands, or

whether it be not.

ATHANASIAN-. To fpeak impartially, your ob-

icrvations upon this article of religious wormip appear

to me of confiderable weight, If the matter of facl

be as you have rcprefented it, (and you very fairly

refer me to the fcripture itfelf, for my complete

fatisfa&ion,) I (hall be obliged to give up the athanafian

worfhip, as what cannot be defended by the word

of God.

But as worfhip is paid to Chrift in fcripture, and

glory is exprcfsly afcribed to him, is not this a very

ftrong
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ftrong and conclufive argument, that Chrifl is equally

divine, or one God, with the Father ?

UNITARIAN. My good friend, as you begin to

fee fome light and evidence, which you had not ob-

ferved before, I fhall take a particular pleafure in

employing my Jaeft endeavours to give you every

pofiible fatisfaltion upon this important article of

religious worfhip. The argument ufually urged,

by learned men, to prove Chrift s fupreme divinity,

is clearly and folidly anfwered, by the plain fcripture

account of the honour and worfhip which is to be paid

to him, and which furely will be found to be very

fhort of divine worfhip. From fcripture then we

learn, that we muft honour the fon^ becaufe the Father

hath com?nitted all ludgment unto him ; (John v. 22.

23.^ that we muft
confcfs Chrifl to be lord^ to the glory

ofGod the Father^ i. e. acknowledge his high authority

from God. (Philip, ii. 10. u.)
More particularly in the Revelation, (ch. v.) where

in an heavenly vifion exhibited before the apoftle John,

our lord is emblematically defcribed as a lamb, re

ceiving honours and worfhip. Be pleafed, however,

to obferve, that the ground of thefe honours and

worfhip, was not, his being God, equal to the Fa

ther; was not, becaufe he was employed by God as

an inferior inftrument in the creation of the world;

but becaufe he was thought worthy to receive this

tribute of blefimg and praife, as a reward for his

faithful attachment to the caufe of God, and his

willing
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willing fufferings in confirming the truth of the gofpcl,

for the benefit of mankind. But this worfhip paid to

this lamb that was {lain, (/
. e. to a creature, and to a

mortal creature, capable of dying,) cannot be divine

worfhip ; the worfhip to be paid to God, cannot be

conitrued into an invocation of the holy Jefus in

prayer ; efpecially when there is no command in the

fcriptures for it, given by Chrift himfelf, or, by al

mighty God : but it muft be, that worlhip, reverence,

and refpect which we pay to fellow-creatures, our fu-

periors in worth and excellence ; worfhip pro

portionate to the highly virtuous and pious character

of the bleffed Jefus, and his benevolence towards us,

whenever we think or fpeak of him ; but not to make

him almighty God by praying to him.

ATHANASIAN. My good friend, it does not be

come a fincere chriftian to withftand the evidence you

have, I think, fairly produced from the word of God.

The objection I made, is fatisfactorily anfwered,

more efpecblly that in the fifth chapter of the Re

velation ; and I really wonder at myfelf, and many

others, who have not been fo convinced before.

UNITARIAN. My dear chriftian friend, we

ought to make great allowances for each other s in

firmities, miftakes, and prejudices, naturally arifing

from various caufes. Nothing is more common in

human life, than even for thinking perfons to receive

information about things feemingly plain and obvious,

and which may have efcaped their notice. But the

rca^.inefs



readinefs you fliew tofubmit to evidence, whtu fairly

laid before you, upon religious fubjccl:?, proceeds

froiii an excellent temper of mind, which naturally

qualifies you to receive the truth, as it is in Jefus.

As you freely grant that the athanahan forms of wor

fhip mud be given up, if the fa.il be, as I have ftated

it, I am willing to put the whole caufe upon this

fliort and important iilue. If, upon inquiry, you can

point out, by any one plain inflance or precept in

fcripture, that it is the duty of chriftians to worfhip

Chriit and the holy fpirit, as being each of them

God : and three perfons as one God, in prayer, or

praifc : I fhall then freely acknowledge myfelfto be in

a religious error, and fhall think myfelf obliged to

return to the church -worfhip, which I have carefully

avoided fmce the time of my conviction. On the

other hand, if you cannot point out any fuch worfhip,

in the fcriptures, you will judge yourfelf obliged, by

your own confeflion, to abhere to fcripture-forms of

worihip, notwithflanding the authority of even wife

and learned men ; it being an exprefs duty required

of Chrift s difciplcF, to obey God rather than mm.

Let it be obferved, that this argument, drawn from

the confideration of the term (&amp;lt;

worfhip,&quot; is adapted

to all capacities, and abfolutely demolifhes the athana-

fian doctrine, with refpe& to the worfhip of the holy

fpirit ; it being impoflible to conceive that this holy

fpirit, who is fuppofed by the athanafians to be of

equal dignity with God, the Father, fhould never

have



have one prayer directed to him, fliould have no glory

afcribed to him in the writings of the apoftles, from

whom alone we can receive a faithful account of the

chrifthn c!i Cremation.

Again; how is it pofiible to imagine that it was

the defign of the facred writer?, to fix, in the mind

of chriftians, the belief of Father, fon, and holy

fpirit being three perfons and one God, as they have

left us no example of any fort of worth ip directed to

three perfons and one God * If this had been a

fundamental doctrine of the gofpel, we fhould not only

have had it plainly and frequently exprefied, but like-

wife folemn prayers and praifes would have been

addrefied to God, under the chara&er of three co

equal peribns ; otherwise, the apoftles themfelves

have left us in the dark with regard to an eilentialO

part of chriftian worfhip. Can it enter into the heart

of any ferious chriftian to believe in earneft, that it

is neceflary to falvation to conceive of God, as a

being confifting of three perfons, (as is profanely and

abfurdly maintained in the athanafian creed, which

ought to be banifhed from the fervice of all chriftian

focieties) when the apoftles themfelves have never

made it the duty of chriftians to offer up prayers and

praifes to God, under the athanafian character: but

in all the examples of worfhip recorded in fcripturc,

almighty God is always addrelTed, as one fupreme

intelligent agent, one God and Father of all ? This

efTentiul failure in the athanafian caufe has, I find,

driven
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driven fomc of its learned defenders into this palpable

abfurdity, that when we pray to God, under the

character of Father, the word Father denotes Father,

fon, and holy fpirit ;
which demonstrates the falfehood

of the caufe they are labouring to fupport : it being

extremely clear from hence, that they cannot produce

one inftance of worlbip to ihree perfons and one God.

Othcrwife, men of fenfe and learning would not

have recourfe to fuch an expedient, as hath no other

tendency, than to turn the fcripture into ridicule,

and expofe it to the feoffs of profane and fceptical

men.

ATHANASIAN. I freely allow the grand im

portance of this plain matter of fact, drawn from the

article of religious worfhip. But I would juit take

notice of a text, that feems to imply the doctrine of

a trinity in unity, though no inftance of worfhip

paid to luch a being appears in fcripture. There are

three that bear record in heaven^ the Father^ the word,

and thefpirit ; and
thcfe

three ore one. (i John v. J.)

UNITARIAN. Ever fince I became acquainted

with this fubjecl, it has been matter of ferious lamen

tation to me, that common chriftians have been fo

much impofed upon by the found of this famous text,

which, if written by the apoflle John, is nothing to

the purpofe, the fenfe of it being evidently this ;

that thefe three are one, as agreeing in the fame t^f-

timony. But it is a matter of fact, well known to

the learnedj that it is a fparious, interpolated text,

and



ant! has besn given up, as fuch, by fome athanafian

writers; and consequently, this text ought not to be

read in churche-, ;-s the word of God. You may
fee every thing relating to it faithfully reprefentcd,

in Sir Iiaac Newton s Letter to Mr. Le Clcrc ; in the

Defence of the Appeal to Common Senfe, printed

in oftavo, 1760, p. 431 ; and in Mr. Lindfey s

4*%, p. 9 3.

ATH AN ASIAN. Without entering into the merits

of this queflion, for which I am not qualified; if

foine learned profeflbrs of the trinity in unity have

given up this text, as not written by the apoftle

John*, it muil be allowed that no ftrcfs fhould be

laid

* Athanafius himfdf never referred to this text. (Trin.

Controversy reviewed, p. 447.) Erafmus infilled that it

\yas in no ancient manufcripts, and had never been cited

by thofe fathers, who had difputed the moil againft

the arians, as Athanafius, Cyril, and Hilary, (Jortin s

Life of Erafmus, v. i. p, 345.) Luther and Bullinger

omitted it in their germr.ii tranflations of the bible.

(Lindfey s Apology p. 97%) Even &quot; in the firft englifh
&quot; bibles after the reformation, in the time of Henry
&quot; viii. and Edward vi. it was printed in a different cha-

&quot;

rafter, to iignify its being wanting in the original,
&quot; which diHiEdio.i came afterwards to be neglected.&quot;

(Clarke s Script. Dod. 3 d edit. p. 232.) Dr. Wall %s,
&quot; This verfe is in no greek manufcript, nor was in the

&quot; bibles of the ancient chrillians ; nor ever made ufe

&quot; of by them in their clifputes with the arians. Mill

has



laid upon fo controverted a paflage. But after all

the conceflions I have made, regarding the article of

worfliip, are there not, in fcripture, feveral high

titles

&quot; has fo defended it, that he who thought it genuine
&quot;

before, will now conclude it to be interpolated by
&quot; fome latin fcnibe firft.&quot; (Trin. controverfy reviewed,

p. 448.) Dr. Bentley in his famous lecture at Cam

bridge, when he flood candidate for the chair of regius

profcflbr of divinity, intirely gave up this text, and

publicly proved it to be fpurious. (Hift. Memoirs of

Dr. Clarke, p. 101.) Dr. Waterland, on being afked

whether Dr. Bentley s arguments did not convince him,

replied,
&quot; No, for he was convinced before.

* Nor
does the doftor, I think, ever quote that text as

genuine in any of his writings. Which, fays Whiflon,

in fo zealous and warm a trinitarian, deferves to be

taken notice of as a fingular inftance of honefty and

impartiality, (ibid, and Sykes s Connexion, p. 271.)

Dr. $ykes
&quot; Owns that he vehemently fufpefts it.&quot;

( External peace of the church, p. 18.) and elfewhere,

that &quot; this text is proved fpurious, if it be pofnble for

&quot;

any pafTage to be proved fo.&quot; (Modelt plea, p. 15.)
&quot; Dr. Jortin calls it

&quot; A fpurious text which is ftill

&amp;lt;&amp;lt; maintained in bold defiance to the fulled and
&quot; cleaiell evidence againft it.&quot; (Remarks on E. H. V.

iii. p. 100.) Dr. Randolph
&quot; has not quoted it in his

&quot; vindication of the doftrine of the trinity, in anfwer to

the efTay on fpirit, though he has collected the moft
&quot; confidsrable texts that are.ufually ^Hedged to prove

C &quot; thr
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titles and attributes afcribsd to the fon and holy fpirir,

which furely have a tendency to induce chriftians

to think them equally divine with the Father ?

UNITARIAN. I am perfuaded, that if a perfon

who had never heard of the athanafian doctrine and

worfhip, was to read the new Teftament*, he would

be

&quot; the athanafian dolrine,&quot; (Trin. Controverfy re

viewed, p. 448.)

Notwithftanding thefe, and a great number of other

teilimonies, Mr. Travis has addrefTed feveral letters

to Mr. Gibbon, in defence of the authenticity of this

text, fo lately as 1784. He has however been very

properly and ably reproved in fome remarks publifhed

in (&amp;lt; Commentaries and
Effays.&quot;

v. i. p. 511 559.

From whence we may finally conclude, in the words of

)r. Jortin, that f( At prefent, this pafTage and all

&quot; that relates to it, hath been fo fully difcufTed, that

f
none, except ftubborn and perverfe people, pretend

&quot; to deny that the heavenly ^itneffes are an inter-

&quot;

polation.&quot; ( Life of Erafmus, v. ii. p. 102.)

Mr. Porfon, fellow of Trinity college, Cambridge,

has finally proved the fpurioufnefs of this text, without

leaving anv probability of any further vindication or

reply, in his late very learned and very fatisfaclory

Letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travis, in anfwer to bis

defence of fljc three heavenly ivitnejfis* 8vo. 1790.

* When Job Ben Solomon x the African prince, (who

was matter of the Arabic, and had acquired a competent

knowledge



l&amp;gt;e furprifed to find that fuch a doclrine and worfhip

ever prevailed in the chriftian world. But, (to give

a dire anfwer to your objection, drawn from the

high titles and attributes afcribed to the fon and holy

C 2 fpirit)

knowledge of the Englifh language) was in England,

about fifty years ago, and was afked, after reading the

new Teftament, if he found three Gods there : he

replied,
&quot; No, NO! ONE GREAT GOD, ONE GREAT

&quot; GOOD GOD.&quot;

It is alfo obferved, by one who lived feveral years

familiarly with the Indians of North America, &quot; The
rc

great article that they ftick moll at, is this, they
&quot; exclaim againft the fuppofidcn, that the divine word
&amp;lt;f was fhut up for nine months in the womb of a

&quot; woman : and fay, that it is a thing unheard of,

&quot; that for the expiation of Adam s fin, God mould
tc

put God to death to fatisfy himfelf: or that the

tc
peace of the world mould be brought about by the

&quot; hicarnation of God, and his fhameful death. They
&quot; affirm that reafon ought not to be controled by any
&quot;

law, or put under a necefTity of approving what it

&quot; does not comprehend ; and, in fine, that what we
f( call an article of faith, is an intoxicating potion to

&quot; make reafon reel and ftagger out of its way ; for as

&quot; much as the pretended faith may fupport lies, as

&quot; well as truth, if we underiland by it a readinefs to

&quot;

believe, without diving to the bottom of things.
*

La Honton s New Voyage to North America, v. ii.

cited in Cardale s True Doftrine of the N.T. id.

edit. p. 360.



Spirit) it is no wonder that great things are afcribed

to Chrift, and to the operation of the fpirit or power
ot God, fince they are frequently concerned in, or

connected with, the grand work of man s falvation.

But, the facred writers have taken all imaginable
tare to fecure the fupremacy of the one God and

Father of all, when they fpeak in the higheft ftrain

of the one mediator, the man Chrift Jefus, and the

holy fpirit the comforter. With refpccSt to the title

of Gcdj in fome few paflages afcribed to our blefled

lord, it is extremely plain, from the old and new

Te(lament, that fuch title is fometimes ufcd in an

inferior fenfe ; Mofes, magiftrates and angels being

iiiJcd gods, confidently with the acknowledgment of

the fuj.reme God ; and Chiift himfelf, in his anfwer

to the jews, when they charged him with blafphemv,

exprefsly contends for the ufc of the word God in an

inferior fenfe. (John x. 34 36.) But, it is fuf-

ficient for my prefent purpofc, to obferve in general,

that when this, and other high titles and attributes

afcribed to Chrift, (for the holy fpirit is never ex-

prefsly ftiled God, or lord,) are collected together,

and prefented to the reader with all poflible advantage,

which is frequently done by athanafian writers ; our

lord himfelf, and his apoftles, have allured u?, in the

mcft folemn manner, that he, (viz. Chrift) RE

CEIVED his being, high tide?, and attributes from

God the Father ; that God advanced him to high

dignity and honour, upon account of his perfect

righteoufnefs,
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righteoufnefs,
and obedience unto death : (fee Philip,

ii. 8, 9, &c.) and that the whole redounds to the

glory of God, the Father.

This plain and folemn account effectually over

throws the argument ufually drawn from the moft

pompous recital of our lord s high titles and attri

butes : it being abfolutely impofiible that the fupreme

God fhould have any thing given him by any being

whatever. For, according to the unanfwerable decla

ration of the apoftle Paul ; Who hath frjl GIVEN to

him (viz. God,) and it foall be recommenced to him?

For of him, and through him, and to him are all

things; to whom be gloryfor ever. (Rom. ii. 35, 36.)

From whence it follows, w ith demonftrative evidence,

that Chrift, who was given by almighty God, who

received his all from GW, is a perfon, in his moft

exalted ftate, inferior to the one fupreme God and

Father of all. And the argument holds ftill ftronger

with regard to the holy fpirit ; which was beftowed

and fent from heaven, according to Chrift s promife,

and the commiflion he had received from his God
and Father, to furnifh the apoftles with extraordinary

gifts, and to render them qualified for their important

work.

Add to this, that there are, in the new Teftament,

about two hundred and forty pafTages, wherein Chrift

is declared to be inferior to almighty God. The

expreffions relating to this point are plain and clear,

incapable of any other fenfe, without violence and

C 3 diftortion.
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diftortion. On the other hand, there is only the

found of one text, which fecms to fet forth Chrifl s

equality with the Father, and the found is intirely

owing to a falfe tranflation ; (viz. Philip, ii. 6.)

IVho being in theform of God, thought it not robbery to

be equalwith God-y the words fhould be rendered thus,

who being in the form of God, (1. e. endowed with

divine powers) was not eagerly defirous to be like unto

God-, (i. e. to difplay thofe powers.) Be pleafed to

read the eleventh verfe, and then determine, by the

principles of common fenie, whether a perfon equal

to the fupreme God, can be raifed to higher dig

nity than he was before ?

Again; what demonftrates the falfehood of the

athanaftan doctrine, beyond a poflibility of doubt

is, that there are about forty paflages, wherein the

three perfons of the trinity are mentioned together,

who are fometimes ftiled the Father, fin, and holy

fpirit 3 or, the Father , the fon, and the fpirit ; the

living God) Chrift, thefpirit ; God, thefon of God, the

holy fpirit -, God, the lord, the fpirit: but not one

paflage appears, where the Father, the fon, and the

holy fpirit, are faid to be the one God, as deter

mined by the athanafian creed. On the other hand,

the Father (is called God, the living God, and fome

times the one God, exprefsly diftinguiftied from the

fon and holy fpirit.
You muft, in this place, either

give up the plain declarations of fcripture, or the

athanafian do&rine, they being, when fairly com

pared



pared together, abfolutely inconfiftent with each

other.

I will conclude with a plain fcripture fa&, re

lating to the character of the fupreme God. There

are in the new Teftament four hundred andforty one

paflages, wherein God, the Father, is filled the
one&amp;gt;

or only Gody or God abfolutely by way of eminence

and fupremacy; or God with fome peculiar high

titles, epithets, or attributes. Upon the whole, the

facred writers have taken all imaginable care to main

tain the fupremacy of the one GW, and Father of &amp;lt;?//,

who is above #//, and through ally and in us a/I ;

it proceeding entirely from his boundlefs love and

mercy, that our lord was appointed to teach his

mind and will to mankind, and that he beftowed hts

fpirit, or extraordinary power, upon him for that

purpofe.

ATHANASIAN. I heartily thank you, my good

friend, /or the pains you have taken to fet me right

on this important point. 1 cannot help acknow

ledging that you proceed in a rational way, and that

your arguments feem juftly drawn from fcripture,

interpreted by reafon. If there be fuch a number of

texts in the new Teftament, clearly fetting forth the

fenfe you have contended for, under the three laft

heads of your difcourfe, the athanafian caufe is

certainly demolifhed. Surely it muft have coft you
a vaft deal of time and labour to colle6l fuch a

number of texts, and range them in proper order.

I am



I am determined to give the new Teftament a ferious

review, and to take particular notice of all thofe

paflages, that refer to God the father, the fon, and

the holy fpirit. And if upon fuch impartial ex

amination, as I (hall be able to make, I find your

facts truly reprefented, and your reafoning con-

clufive, I fhall think it my duty to profefs my con

viction, though it ihould contradict the practice and

fentiments of wife and learned men, whofe authority,

I own, has hitherto had too much influence on my
mind.

UNITARIAN. My dear chriftian friend, your

refolution is wife and good. Nothing is of greater

confequence, in the grand bufmefs of religion, than

that every perfon, to whom God has given common

fenfe and reafon, fhould judge and determine for

himfelf, in all points, wherein his duty is concerned.

I have the particular fatisfacYion to reflect, that the

more carefully you examine the fubjecl: of our de

bate, the ftronger conviction you will receive of the

truth of the fcripture fads, I have faithfully fet forth.

And, as to the reafoning part, it is certainly founded

on the principles of common fenfe, which is the beft

method of interpreting fcripture ; or for what end

was our reafon given to us ? or how can it be

better employed, than in exploring the. revelation

of God ?

With refpect to the authority of wife and learned

men, and the argument drawn from the eftablimed

liturgy j
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liturgy; I find, upon inquiry, that many

learned, and good men; and fome, whofe judgment,

upon any queftion, is of more value than that of

thoufands, have embraced the Unitarian do&rine :

and what deferves particular notice, fome of them,

who had been educated in the ufual athanafian fcheme,

afterwards profefTed the right opinion of God, and

his holy worfhip, in oppofition to their worldly in-

tereft ; and even, fmce the reformation, fufFered

imprifonment, banifhment, and death.

The memory of our firft reformers, ought, with

out doubt, to be held in very high efteem, upon
account of what they did and fuffered, in the glorious

work of freeing religion from the foul corruptions of

popery : but certain it is, that they did not fufH-

ciently examine the grofs opinion of three perfons

in one God. They too readily took for granted,

what had been fettled and determined by the fathers

and councils of the fourth and fifth centuries, after

the time of Chrift ; when perfons, acquainted with

church-hiftory, allure us, the unity of God, in the

plain and literal fenfe, was firft corrupted : and

that a fuperftitious veneration of, relicks, and the

invocation of faints immediately followed the cor

ruption.

To fpeak my mind freely, it is certainly matter of

ferious lamentation, that fuch a grofs corruption in

the pure religion of the holy Jefus, and which laid

the foundation of the grand apoftacy, has not been

long
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long ago banimed from the church of England ;

which, in the moft folemn manner, profefleth the

fcripture as the only rule of faith and practice ; and,

that nothing fhould be impofed on the confciences of

men, but what is warranted by the word of God.

It is well known, that this very fubjecl: was re

commended to the confideration of the moft eminent

perfons in church and ftate, about eighty years ago,

by two very learned and very eminent divines, viz.

Mr. Whifton, in his Primitive Chrijlianity revived^

and Dr. Clarke, in his Scripture Doctrine of the

Trinity* The latter I procured, and was there com

pletely furnifhed with all the texts relating to the

doctrine of the trinity, reduced under proper heads :

and how any chriftian can withftand the evidence

arifing from fuch a number of texts, (viz, twehc

hundred and
fifty-one^) is to me aftonifhing. Again ;

there was a particular application made to the go

verning powers in the juftly famous Free and Candid

Difquifitions, about forty years ago, in an humble,

calm, and chriftian manner, in order to get the li

turgy reformed, according to the ftandard of the

fcripture : but nothing has yet been attempted in that

glorious caufe. And, in the year 1772, application

was made to parliament for relief from fubfcription

to human articles of religious faith and do&rine :

fince which, feveral of the clergy of the eftablifhed

church have refigned their preferments and miniftry

therein, rather than continue to officiate, in the

public
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public fervice, againft their conferences ; while many,

many more, remain behind, groaning and opprefled

by their conformity, being yet unable wholly to

withdraw themfelves, Notwithftanding which, the

fame corrupt forms are ftiil kept up in the midft of

light and knowledge j and, therefore common chrif-

tians are, with
the&amp;lt;higheft reafon, called upon to

examine, judge, determine, profefs, and proteft;
-

to difregard all public authority, when it flands in

competition with the exprefs declarations of Chrift

and his apoftles.

We are daily praying to our heavenly Father, that

bis name may be ballowed^ that is, that he may be

worftiipped and adored, as the fupreme and only

object of the higheft reverence and love of all ra

tional creatures; and yet, at the fame time, we

obftinately continue in fuch falfe worfhip as eclipfes

his fupreme honour and glory, in exprefs contra

diction to his holy word. We are conftantly inter

ceding with almighty God, for the good eftate of the

catholic church, or, that the church of Chrift may

be univerfal ; that it may be fo guided and governed

by his good fpirit, that all who profefs and call

themfelves chriftians, may be led into the way of

truth ; and, at the fame time, we feem determined

to hold faft important errors regardmg God and his

holy worfhip, notwithrtancling the ilrongeft and

cleared light. Upon fome occaficn*, more efpccially

in one of the collects for Good -Friday, we earneflly

pray
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pray for the converfion of jews, turks, and infidels,

and at the end of the very fame collect, we incon-

fiftently keep up a religious practice, that is one of

the greatefr. obftacles to their converfion. For it is

extremely evident, by all accounts, that neither jew?,

nor mahometans, who are believers of one fupreine

God, can be converted whilft they are taught to

think, that the doctrine of three pcrfons in one God,

and the worlhip practifed in confluence of it, arc

effential parts of the chriflian religion. This can be

deemed little lefs than a folemn mockery of the

almighty, unlefs we employ our fincere endeavours

to effect whatever we pray for ; and, I am afraid,

will finally demonftrate the infmcerity of this church

and nation, if no alterations can be obtained from the

governing powers.

Since my conviction, I have been naturally led to

reflect on the lamentable ftate of mankind, in almoft

all ages and countries, with refpecl to the knowledge

of the one true God. Not a great many years after

the flood, whereby the immediate power of the al

mighty creator was fo remarkably difplayed, there

was a general revolt of the nations of the earth into

a ftate of grofs idolatry : upon which account, al

mighty God chofe a particular people, for the glorious

purpofe of keeping up the knowledge and worfhip

of himftll ; as this grand principle of all religion,

though eftablifhed by demonftrative evidence in the

works of creation, would have been certainly left,

without
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without an extraordinary revelation. And even this

chofcn people, the hiftory of the old Teftament

faithfully informs us, frequently fell into idolatry,

before the Babylonifh captivity, and very feldom

continued any considerable time in a fteady obedience

to the Lord their God. And, happy had it been

for the chriftian, world, if they themfelves had never

departed from the plain and fundamental article of

all true religion, viz. the unity of God, fo frequently

inculcated in the fcripture. Mofc?, the jewifh law

giver, delivers this important truth in the moft folema

manner. Hear, O Ijracll the Lord our GW5 is ons

Lord. (Deut. vi. 4.) And our lord when he was

afked by one of the fcribes ivbich was the frft com

mandment of all? confirms the fame doctrine by his

exprefs authority : Jefus anfwcred him, the
firft cf all

tbc cotmnandments is, Hear, O
Ifrocl

I the Lord our

God, is one Lord. (Mark xii. 28 and 29.) And that

this one God, is the Father only, exprefsly diftin-

guifrkd from the fon and holy fpirit, is as plainly and

ftrongly declared by Chrift and hi? difciples as it is

poflible for words to fet it forth* Yet, in opposition

to the authority of both, \vho derived their commillion

from God, it was determined by fallible and prc-

fuinptuous mortals, between four and five hundred

years after Chrift, that there are three fupreme Gods,

and, at the fame time that thcfe three fupreme Gods,

-are one God : and whoever will not believe this grofs

noi ifcnfe9 and impious contradiction, is doomed tc*

D eternal
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eternal torments*. In confequcncc of this abfurd

do&rine, it was decreed, that it is the duty of chrif-

tians to worfliip God, under the character of three

co-equal perfons, without even the leair. colour of

evidence taken from fcripture. If this be not fuch

a departure from God and his holy worfliip, as calls

aloud for a reformation, I muft defpair of under-

franding the plaineft cafe in matters of religion.

But, whether the governing powers will regard their

duty in this grand affair, or whether they will not,

every particular perfon, who has gained right notions

of God and his holy worfliip, is indifpenfibly obliged

to

* The creed of the athanafian chriftian is very ac

curately defcribed by lord Bacon, one of the wifeft and

greateft men this country ever produced. (See his

Works^ 4-to. vol. iii. p. 129.)
&quot; He believes,&quot; fays his

lordfhip,
&quot; three to be one and one to be three ; a

&quot; father not to be older than his fon ; afon to he equal
&quot; with his father; and one proceeding from both to

&quot; be equal to both ; as believing three perlbns in one

&quot; nature ; and two natures in one perfon.
&quot; He believes a virgin to be the mother of a fon ;

&quot; and that very fon of hers to be her maker. He be-

&quot; lieves him to have been (hut up in a narrow cell,

&amp;lt; whom heaven and earth could not contain. He be-

&quot; lieves kirn to have been born in time, who was,

&quot; and is from everlafting. He believes him to have

/ been a weak child, and carried in arms, who is al-

*
mighty ; and him once to have died who alone has

&quot; life and immortality.&quot;
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to profefs and pra&ife in exafl conformity to the

iblemn determination of Chrift and his apoftles, with

out regarding any worldly inconveniences that may
arife from the rejection of falfe notions and un-

fcriptural worfhip*. This is an eflential character of

Chrifl s difciples, and required, as an exprefs con

dition, by our lord himfelf. Wlwfoever flail bt

ajhamed of me, and ofmy words, of him flail the fon of

man be ajhamed^ when he flail come in his own glory^

and in his Father s, and of the holy angels. (Luke
ix, 26.)

But, let it be always remembered, and deeply

fixed in our hearts, that right notions of God, and

his holy worfhip, were net intended to amufe our

minds with empty fpeculations ; but, to eftablifh a

rational correfpondence between God and our own

minds, that wo may be effectually influenced to reduce

to p^adice, the pure and holy laws of Jcfus Chrifr.

If we have gained better, and more rational fenti-

ments of religion than we had before, we are called

D 2 upon

* For forms of public prayer for the ufe of unita-

tarian chriftians, confuh &quot; The Book ofCommon Prayer,
&quot;

reformed
&quot;

ufed in the Unitarian chapel in Effex-

ftreet, London ; and Dr. Prieftley s very late, and

very excellent &quot; Forms of Prayer and other Qjfic-es, for
ft the ufe of Unitarian focieties ; both printed for

J. Johnfon, No. 72, St. Paul s Church-yard. Alfa

Forms ofprayer, for the ufe of a congregation ofprofeft
ant

dijgters in Manchefter, 1789.
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upon, by ftJH ftronger obligations, to let our light fa

Jhine before men, that they may glorify our Father, who
is in heaven. Do we fee by a

lively faith, the one

fupreme God, in his real character, as a Being of all

poiTible perfe&ion, more efpecially juftice, mercy,

love, goodnefs, and every valuable excellence that

can attract a reafonable affection ? We are then cer

tainly required to love this glorious and amiable

Being, with all our heart, with all our mind, and

with all cur ftrength ; to prefer his favour, before

every intereft of this mortal ft ate, as being really

better than life itfelf; to raife our minds above

every corrupt appetite and paiTion ; and, to take all

pofuole pains to adorn our lives and actions, with

the excellent qualifications of piety, rightcoufnef?,

charity, fobriety, patience, purity and holinefs, which

Chrjft and his apoftles have folemnly inculcated, as

the neccflary terms and conditions of gaining eternal

life. On the other hand ; very fevere threatenings,

namely, exclufion from the kingdom of a heaven, and

a ftate of great and lading mifery, are denounced

againft all wilful finners, who continue fuch without

fincere amendment and reformation, demonftrated by

an uniform courfe of univerfal righteoufnefs, to the

end of their lives.

ATHAN ASIAN. My good friend, though you are

very zealous in this important caufe, yet your zeal

is conducted by reafon and knowledge. Party-

zealots, in the midft of their folicitous concern to

fettle



fettle opinions and religious practices, are too apt to

forget, or difregard the chriftian obligations to uni-

verfal charity and holinefs of life. I am really con

vinced, that what you have faid, highly deferves the

ferious confideration of all thofe who profefs thein-

felves difciples of Jefus Chrifr, and, in earneft, be

lieve the divine authority of the holy fcripturcs. I

hope to make a proper ufe of this religious conference,

and to aft fuch a part, in confequence of it, as will

be accepted at that folemn time, when God (hall

judge the fecrets of men by Jefus Chrift.

UNITARIAN. I fmcerely rejoice, my dear chrif-

tian friend, that you are become a Berean, an in

quirer for yourfelf, and refolved to fearch the fcripture

with an unprejudiced mind ; which excellent temper

will, I make no doubt, lead you to a rational fatif-

fa&ion upon this, and other religious fubjecls. And

may the bleffings of the one fupreme God, and Father

of all, attend your fmcere difqiiifitions.
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A SECOND

FRIENDLY DIALOGUE
I

BETWEEN

EUGENIUS AND THEOPHILUS.

EUGENIUS. It is now, rny dear friend, fome

few years fince we held that conference which was

occafioned by your difrefpectful behaviour, as I then

conceived of it, during fome parts of the public fervice

of the eftabliflied church. The good temper which

we preferved in that converfation, and the earneft

defire after truth, which equally prevailed in both of

us, have been the occafion, fince that time, of many

pleafing reflections. And as I (hall, I truft, never

ceafe to intereft myfelf in the happinefs of my fellow-

creatures; I will never ccafe to pray to almighty

God, that the fame love of truth, and the fame

candid and charitable temper, may univerfally prevail

among all the different denominations of chriftians ;

being fully perfuaded that until we can agree to

entertain different opinions upon religious fubje&s,

with perfect harmony and love, we fhall never dif-

cover the truth, or be capable of receiving it.

THEOPHILUS.
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THEOPHILUS. Thefe fentiments, with which

our converfation is now renewed, and which have

preferved the recolle&ion of our former conference

with fo much pleafure in your memory, are no lefs

the fentiments of my heart, than they are of yours.

My affe&ion for you, as my friend, never fuffered

the leaft diminution on account of the differences

of opinion which, at any time fubfifted between us.

The progrefs of our judgment is gradual; and the

meafure of our conviction cannot be foreknown by

us. Serious inquiry into ferious fubje&s, is our

duty j but the refult of fuch inquiries is not within

our command.

EUGENIUS. The controverfy in which we were

before engaged, began in the different opinions we

entertained of the perfon of Chrift. The fyftem

which I fupported was very properly difcriminated

by the name of &quot;

athanafian,&quot; by which appellation

I was then diftinguifhed. Our debate, as you well

know, concluded, on my part, with fome very

ample conceflions refpeling the obligation and

necefiity of religious inquiry, and with my hearty

and voluntary promife to read, think, and determine

for myfelf. Thus far, your arguments had all the

effecl: you dcfired ; for till that time, from early

prejudice, from a blind deference to the judgment of

many good and learned men, from a falfe reverence

for the doctrines eftablifheJ by the Jaws of my
country, and from an unmanly fear of exercifing

my
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my rcafon in the fcriptures of revelation, I had

committed my religious faith, not only to the keeping,

but to the difpofal of others ; I was wont to refolve

every doubt by human authority, and was moil re-

luiftant to fuffer either others or myfelf to traverfe

thofe regions of liberty, which are difcovered in the

gofpel, and prcfented to our view and contemplation ;

wherein reafon is the guide, and private judgment,

uncontroulcd, the fole arbiter of opinion.

THEOPHILUS. Your ready conviction, and ge

nerous avowal of it, do equal honour to your head

and heart ; and befpeak you to be all that I wifh to

fee you. Names are indifferent, except for the pur-

pofe of diftinguifbing the parties to whom they are

given. That of &quot;

Unitarian,&quot; however, continues

to belong to me with the fame propriety as hereto

fore ; but in accommodation to the prefent turn of

our difcourfe, in confequence of the change in your

mind, I have aflumed the name of Theophilu?, wifh-

ing to be approved no lefs the friend of God, than

a believer in his unity, and a worfhipper of him, in

fpirit and in truth.

Believe me, my friend, I am mod felicitous that

mankind (hould inquire into the fcriptures, and

judge for themfelves ; for in the maintenance and

exercife of this liberty alone will they ever be able

to arrive at the truth. Particular doctrines are of

inferior confequence ; but thefe will come nearer

the truth, in proportion as men inquire and judge

for



for themfelves, and profefs their refpettive opinions

with more charity for thofe who differ from them.

All reflraint upon that liberty, wherewith Chrift hath

made us free, precludes the admiflion of that light

and information which he came to reveal : free in

quiry opens the only acce/Tible road to the true and

faving knowledge of our bibles.

EUGENIUS. This doctrine I am now ready to

admit in its full extent. I was convinced by you,

at our laft interview, and have {ince availed myfelf

of that examination of the fcriptures which fuch con

viction prefumes, and ought to oblige us to purfue.

Before lhat time, though I always read my bible

with the higheft reverence for its authority, and

with that ferioufnefs which its importance deferves, I

will frankly confefs that I read it under that cloud

of prejudice, that gloomy diftruft of my own under-

ftanding, and that abje^ fubmilfion to the opinions

of others, as to derive lefs information from its facred

pages, than from many other books, although they

were intended to make us wife unto falvation, and

were written for doRrine^ for reproof*, for corrtfttWj

for inftruflion in
righteoufnefi*

THEOPHILUS. As the dodhine of implicit faith

in the judgment of other men, or in the decifions

of councils and fynods, is the difgrace of the papal,

fo it remains the {till greater reproach of the pro-

teftant church. It is, at once, the hot-bed and the

nurfery of error. Religion is a perfonal concern j

and
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and I cannot fufficiently applaud your difcernment

and fpirit, fince you aflume the denomination of a

&quot;

proteftant,&quot; in making and maintaining that con

fident proteft againft all authority of man in the great

affairs of religion, which can alone juftify the re

formation j and that in confequence thereof you are

finally refolved to
^
be directed by your own im

proved understanding and judgment.

EUGENIUS. I am not lefs fenfible of the fatis-

facVion which I derive from the exercife of the

liberty I have afTumed, than I am convinced of

the right that appertains to every reafonable creature

of God.

THEOPHILUS. The right which you have claimed,

and which you have juftJy reprefented as too valuable

to be fufFered to lie dormant; or, rather, which

you cannot permit to be vetted in an empty aflump-
tion of your freedom to examine for yourfelf, without

great criminality ; has probably carried you fomewhat

nearer to the verge of, what churchman may %Je,
&quot; heretical

pravity,&quot;
than when we laft parted.

EUGENIUS. I know not how to give a decifive

anfwer to your queflion, and I wifh not to make

you an equivocal one. Thus far I have
certainly

advanced : I have improved and extended my chari

table fentiments of others, and have feen occafion

to doubt of many things, which I hacl confidered as

true, upon the venerable
authority of the church.

THEOPHILUS.
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THEGPHILUS. The change of our fentiments

upon particular point?, naturally leads us to the

extenfion of our charity ; for when we find that

the revolutions in our own minds require indul

gence and forbearance, we are more readily difpofed

to allow to others that liberty which we find fo

efleutial to our own happinefc. In the pBogreflTiDn

from error to truth, there are many gradations ; and

the advancement being infinite, who fhall fay to

the other,
u thus far fhalt thou proceed, and no

farther.&quot;

EUGENIUS. I apprehend that you are now dif

pofed to confider my confeflion, as evidence of a

greater progrefs than I have
really made. Excufe

me ;
the very phrafe,

&quot;

confeflion,
1

is objectionable,

and offenfive ; and has no bufmefs in the church

of Chrifr, except in the qualified fenfe, you will

here underfland me to ufe it, in this our friendly

converfation.

THEOPIIILUS. You have, it feems, made fuch

proficiency in the fpirit of proteftantifm, as to find

out that words, innocent in themfelves, have been

made the engines of much mifchief in the chriftian

world. But, all pleafantry apart, I may, I think,

now inquire whether you have not been ferioufly

offended, in the courfe of the free exercife of your

own judgment in the fludy of the fcriptures, at

the dogmatical air with which moft chriftian churches

have decided upon matters of faith and doctrine ;

and
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and whether, among thefe, it has never occurred to

you that the church of England has partaken much

of the fame fpirit, and fhared largely in the fame

practice ;
and thereby contributed, notwithftanding

her proteftant profefiion?, to fcandalize the purity of

the gofpel.

EUGENIUS. The conduct of the church of

England, I do conceive to be reprehenfible in

feveral refpects. Some of the doctrines fhe main

tains, I confider as unfcriptural j and the impofition

of them upon the confciences of her minifters, I

think inconfiftent with the principles of the pro-

teftant reformation. But fhe is countenanced, in

both thefe refpects, by the conduct of all the other

reformed churches. Her doftrines were the doc

trines of the reformers, in whom we make much

boaft ; and as to the impofition of certain articles

of faith, they are chiefly confined to minifters, and

graduates of the two univerfities, and affect not the

people at large. And in the expunging of particular

doctrines out of her formulas, there might be fo

little agreement among thofe who are difTatisfied

with them, that I feel fome reluctance to hazard

the experiment of another reformation.

THEOPHILUS. There is much candour and

ingemioufnefs in your obfervations ; and your own
natural forbearing temper correfponds with them.

Without intending any depreciation of thefe ex

cellent qualities I cannot but think that they may
E
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i&amp;gt;e carried into a criminal lethargy or timidity.

They are qualities, which, if indulged with c.ifo

and fupinenefs, may become hurtful ; but, if brought

^forward into acVion, will greatly contribute to the

happinefs of mankind, and will appear particularly

amiable, and eminently uftful in theological con-

troverfy.

You will, therefore, excufe me, if, with the

fame temper of mind, I fhould vindicate the demands

which truth makes upon every inquifitive mind;

and infift that there lies an obligation upon every

man to take her by the hand, and to accompany her

wherefoever fhe ihall lead him. In this fentiment,

I apprehend that the prefcnt peace of mind and future

happinefs of my fellow chriftians are mod efTentially

ferved ;
and that without a cool and dlfpaflionate, but

inflexible, adherence to truth and integrity in all

the public (religious, civil, and focial) intercourfes

of human life, men become highly blameable before

God, and fail to fervc their generation, and that of

their children after them, in their belt and mod

valuable interefts.

EUGENIUS. My affection for truth would, I

truft, fupport me under any perfecution in her

fervice. But, as we may difagree in the cftimate

we may form, and the neceility we may fej of

purfuins: her, in certain cafes ; let us proceed to

difcufs a queftion which cannot but be interesting,

and may be ufeful to us both.

THEOPHILUS.



THEOPHILUS. I will moft readily accept your

challenge ; and examine the obligation of truth, as

it afreifls religious opinions and the public pro-

feffion of them, which is the fabjefl more particu

larly before us, and which will immediately apply

to the fituation in which we both ftand.

You have acknowledged that &quot; the church of

England maintains fome doctrines which you con-

fider as
unfcriptural.&quot; It muft, therefore, follow,

that in your opinion flie ought to reform herfelf.

in thefe refpedls. The governors of the church

ought moft certainly to enter on this good work&quot;,

from time to time, as occafion is found to require.

Hut it has been the pra&ice not only of the Englifh

church, but of all eftabliihed churches, to protraft

the work of reformation. Whether from an un-

willingnefs to confefs themfelvcs in an error, or from

any fear of the lofs of the lucrative endowments which

are appendant to eftablifned opinions, I cannot fay,

bat it is a facl, that they have been fo invariably

averfe to reformation, that they have ever moil

tcnacioufly retained their refpective fyftems, as long

as they could ; and indeed have feldom, if ever, been

driven out of them, but by civil commotions, cr

by fome caufe originally foreign, and feemingly

inadequate to fuch an effect.

But further j the very claim of a right to eftablifh

human formularies of religious faith and do&rine,

is fa direflly contrary to the defign and fpirit of the

E 2 gofpel,
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gotpel, that it is aftoniming that men could ever dare

thus to arrogate to themfelves that power, to which

they had no right; and it is ftill more aftonifhing

that mankind have permitted fuch a grofs ufurpation

of their deareft and mofl valuable privilege. But

what intolerant men have impofed, indolent and

wordly-minded men have fubmitted to.

It is even yet more wonderful, that when the

papal authority was exp-jlled from thefe kingdoms,

and feveral of the doctrines of the church of Rome

were difowned and rejected, as burdens too grievous

to be borne, the reformers only trap/planted that

authority from papal into regal hands; and all thofe

doctrines which were admitted by the principal adlors

in that fcene (themfelves involved in the darknefs

and fuperftition of their age) were retained in our

reformed church. While nothing feems more plain

to the humb left capacity, than that the fame arguments

which applied to the power of the church of Rome,

would apply to the fame power in the church of

England, or in any other church. It is equally

obvious, that if there remained any right in the

proteftant community to impofe one opinion, there

cxifted the feme right to impofe fifty, or five

hundred.

Ku GENIUS. You do not, furely, mean to in-

finuate that the fpirit of the church of England is

as intolerant as that of the church of Rome; or

that
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thit the grofs
doftrines of the latter are not in

finitely more obje&ionable than thofe of the former.

THEOPHILUS. I not only mean to infmuate,

but to infift and prove, that the character of in

tolerance (which is the marked character of Anti-

chrift) is not cpnfined to papal Rome, but tranf-

ferred into every church, which lords it over God s

heritage, and teaches for doctrines the command

ments of men. I decline the ufe of all hard names :

but while the argument applies with equal force

againft the claims and practice of all churches, I do

not think it confident with juilice,
to appropriate it

to one church, only becaufe I (hall be joined in fuch

appropriation by another: it ought to be applied to

all churches alike, which {hall alike remain fo far im-

reformed as to fall within its reach.

EUGENJUS. This muft be granted to be fair rea-

foning ; and, as we are told that cc
many antichrifts

fliall arife,&quot;
it will deferve the moft ferious attention

of every fociety of chriftians, by whatever name they

may be pleafcd to diftinguifh themfelves, to take-

efpecial care that they come not under that defcription,

or fuiFer wreck upon that rock which has been fo

fetal to their brethren. As protefrants pretend not

only to have di (covered,, but to be directed by, the

light and liberty of the gofpel, which lay hid and con

cealed under the corruptions of popery, through a

long night of darknefs and ignorance ; and, in con-

fequence of that diicovery, to have publicly protefled

E
3. againft
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againft the abominations and the intolerance of rhe

church of Rome, it is certainly more blameable in

them, and directly iubverfive of the foundation prin

ciples of their own caufe, to afTume to themfelves that

authority which they do not allow to others

THEOPHILUS. It was this inconfiftent behaviour

of the proteftants which gave occafion, very foon

after their feparation from the church of Rome, to the

reproachful obfervation of their adverfaries, which

was couched in the queftion,
&quot; Where was your re

ligion before the time of Luther ?&quot;

The proper anfwer to the reflection intended by

this inquiry, is, that it might be found in the bible,

where it ftill remains : for &quot; the bible, and the bible

only, is the religion of proteftants.&quot;
The queftion

has a popular caft with it ;
and the charge conveyed

in it, can only be wiped away by an improved and

more confident conduct in proteftants themfelves :

for while ib many of the fame features are difcernible

in both communions, they confpirc to form that re-

femblance which we generally denominate &quot; a family

likenefs.&quot;

Eu GENIUS. Thefe obfervations tend to prove,

what I before virtually admitted, that a further re

formation of the doctrines and pretenfions of the efta-

blimed church is much wanted. But of the expe

dience of iuch a meafure, I am not fo fully fatisfied.

The fplritual governors of the church, and the civil

governors of the ftate, are fo elofely leagued together,

in
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i)i oppofing every attempt towards a review and re

form of the ecclefiaftical fyftem, that any further

reformation is, to fay the leaft, an hopelefs profpcft,

and very unlikely to happen in any time, fhort of

the revolution of a century. Precipitation, therefore,

would only protract any favorable iflue to the reafon-

able expectation of liberal men, and expofe thofc

who were well difpofed to the caufe of reforma

tion, to the indignant refentment of their fuperiorsr

without forwarding the end for which they la

boured*

THEOPHILUS. The
unp&amp;gt;eafant appearances which

are diftinguifhable in the ecclefiaftical hemifphere,

feem to determine you to a patience acquiefcence

under the impofitions of power ; nor does your

defpondency find any relief, but in the very diftant

hope of further reformation, when you are gone to

reft. vBut a conviction of the great importance and

of the righteoufncfs of fuch a caufe, fhould not be

cramped by confiderations of merely imaginary ex

pediency, conceived only through defpair, and cal

culated to cloud the dawning of that future day,

when the gofpel of Chrift fhall be offered to the

world, pure, and without human mixture or alloy.

We are, indeed, necefTarily affected by the wretched

policy of the powers which bear rule in this world,

but we fhould not be acceffary to their delinquency,

or partners in their guilt, by filently fuffering the

multiplied grievances under which the church of

Chrift
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Chrift is made to groan, to fubfifl. and remain without

complaint. So far as we apprehend the oracles of

God to be corrupted and perverted, and the rights

ofchriftians to be defpoiled ; it is furely a part of

our duty to God, and the bed proof of our brotherly

love and affection for our fellow chriftians, to call

their fober and difpaffionate attention to their own

conduct, and to lay before them the fad depredations

they have made upon, and the impediments they have

laid in the way of, the fuccefs of the gofpel. For thefe

things we fnall be anfwerable before thj judge of alt

the world, if we acquit not ourfelves like men, and

ftand not faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath

made us free, according as we fhall have attained

the knowledge of it, and had
ability and opportunity,

of doing good. It is cur duty to follow the light

and conviction we have obtained, and to Irold them/

forth to others, that they alfo may be benefitted

thereby, if fo it fhall feem good to the wife difpofer-

of all things*

1 here are in the higheft orders of the church, many

very good and excellent men, but their very fituation

is unfavourable to the reftoration of the knowledge of

the gofpel, or the admiffion of the rights of chriflians

to their due extent* Thofe who may be well-difpofed

to reformation, may be afraid to meet the obloquy
which would be thrown upon them for their endea

vours in fuch a caufe; like rather Paul, they may
not have the fpirit of Luther. But I mean neither to

apologize,
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apologize, nor to account for the reluctance of others

to complete a meafure, which appears to me to

deferve and demand their utmoft vigilance, affiduity,.

and perfeverance.

This being the true flate of the cafe with regard to

the great and powerful ; it becomes the more necef-

fary for thofe, whofe lot may be cafr in inferior Nations,

but who fenfibly fee and feel the injuries done to the

chriltian caufe, to labour with increafcd ardour in the

good work, according as their talents and refpeclive

vocations {hall admit.

It has been the opinion of fome very good and very

eminent men, that &quot; no effort is loft.&quot; Hiftory will

convince us that a little fpark has often kindled a great

flame, in a good as well as in an evil work. The

great revolutions of the world have, not feldom, hail

little beginnings. But, the moft fubftantial en

couragement of all, is one that is unconcerned in

{&quot;peculation, and remains, independent either of fuccefs

or defeat : and that is^ that every man is perfonally

anfv/erable for his own conduct, and whichever way
the world may beftow its favors, it is the wife man s-

aim to feek the approbation of his God.

But, even according to human cftimation of things,

the minds of men {hould be prepared by the previous

exhibition of the weight and juftice of the caufe of

reformation, although time alone can complete it.

In the courfe of the prefent century, the controverfies

of Clarke, Whiilon and Hoadly, have greatly en

lightened
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lightened all orders of men : in our own time, the

Confefiional has colk-cled the rays of proteftant light

into a focus, which nothing can refift, but the ful-

lennefs of an impenetrable mind : the clerical petition

called the attention of liberal laymen to the queftion of

church authority, and reduced it to the lowed credit

in the eftimation of an enlightened people : the appli

cation alfo to parliament for a repeal of the teft law,

though it did not remove it from the ftatute book,

convinced every ingenuous mind in the kingdom, that

the requiring every perfon to receive the lord s (upper,

according to the rites of a particular church, previous

to his acceptance of a place of civil trufr, was entirely

foreign to the defign of the inftitutor, a grofs pro-

iUtution of the chriftran ordinance, and a very

inefficient fecurity to the ftate,

ILUGENIUS. Your argument, and the recital of

thefe recent circumftanees in thehiflory of this country,

are
really almoft fufficient to excite a reafonable zeal,

and to encourage perfeverance in the hope of a

favourable iffue ; which the tenacious adherence to

to fyflem, and the filent oppofition of great churchmen,

fo much difcountenance.

THEOPHILUS. I have yet another important fact

in modern hiflory, in referve. It is not fifteen years

ago, fince we could not have found a place of public

worfhip, openly conducted upon Unitarian principles

in our ifland. But now thefe exift in our capital,.

and
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and in feveral parts of this kingdom, and of Scot

land,

EUGENIUS. This is certainly more than a pre-

fumption that a better fpirit prevails abroad in thefe our

times, than in the days of our forefathers. The

opening fuch places of public worfhip, and the public

avowal of the fame fentiments in places which had

been before appropriated to the fame purpofe, reflect

much honour on our nation, and alfo on the miniflers

and congregations concerned in them ; for it (hews

not only that a tolerant fpirit prevails in our land, but

affords an example that there are men, who, being

perfuaded of the proper and abfolute unity of the objedl

of divine worfliip, will offer up their prayers to God

alone, in fmcerity and truth, according to their own

apprehenfion.

THEOPHILUS. A little time ago, you told me
that you thought that the evil of impofmg articles of

faith was greatly diminimed by being reftrained to

minifter?, and graduates of the t,vo cnglifh univer-

fities. This apparent limitation does in no wife

reconcile me to the impofition, nor does it, as I think,

much leflen the ill confequcnces of that unholy prac

tice. For, if you will allow yourfelf to reflect a

moment on the intimate connection which fubfifls

between the people and their minifter, and that what

the one aftents to, as the engagement of his faith,

and is bound to teach, the other will be obliged to

hear ; you will tiink both parties greatly affedted by

them.
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them. Bcii&amp;lt;k-s,
the minifler s engagement muft

either oblige him to teach for doctrines the com

mandments of men, the devices of dark and ignorant

ages, or to pra&ife all the arts of equivocation and

hypocrify, in difpenfing the gofpel of truth ; the

fame engagement will alfo oblige the honeft layman,

(whom you think little concerned in this impofition,)

to reject with difdain that provifion of doctrine which

the ftate hath directed, or to receive thofe inventions

as wholefome food, which may prove deadly poifon.

In erther cafe, he meets with a poor compenfotion for

the tithe of all that he pofTefTes.

EUGEKIUS. I have always confidered the laity,

as equally intcrefled with the clergy, in the right

knowledge and honour of the chriftian faith ; and for

the fake of their common advantage and improvement,

have fometimcs wifhed that the fhepherd might not

only look well after the fheep, but that the fheep

would, in their turn, direct the fame attention to

their fhepherd. But I muft own, that I was not

aware that the laity were fo deeply interefted in the

fubfcription of the clergy, as they now appear to be.

I had omitted to recollect, that to poifon the fpring

was to poifon the ftream ; and that the living waters

of the gofpel, were, in all public and authorifed ad-

miniftrations of them, to be drank through the un-

pleafant medium of human compofitions. However,

by that kind of fatality which oftentimes difappoints

exorbitant demands, the fubfcriptions of the clergy

have
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have not this univerfal cffeft j the fignuture of their

names is made with fbme mental refervatioiis, or

with a latitude of conftru&ion, that leaves them, in

a great degree, at liberty ; and their fl-rmons are,

pretty generally, compofcd on this broad founda

tion.

THEOPHILHS . You feem not to be apprized of

the great and additional grievances that follow the

exercifc of this unhallowed latitude of conflruction,

which the prcfTing occafion of the fubfcribing party

has called into exiflerice. A fufpicion of notorious

infmcerity and prevarication is entertained of fuch

of the clergy, as aflume this latitude ; a latitude, dif-

allowed by the authority that impofes the fubfcription,

which was, in very truth, dcfigned, hpwever ill it has

fucceeded, to &quot;

prevent diverfities of
Opinion.&quot;

Nor do the evil confequences of clerical infmcerity

end here ;
the minifters of Chrift are further fufpec^ecl

of disbelieving chriftianity itfelf; and betwen thofe

who impofe the fubfcription, and thofe who difingenu-

oufly comply with it, is divided the miferablc honour

of fowing, far and wide, the feeds of fcepticifm and

unbelief, and producing that plentiful harvcft of infi

delity, which is the modern growth of other climes

befule our own.

But now, my friend, after defiling your attention

to the diftreffing fituation o( the eftablimed
clergy,

who have entered into flipulations and engagements,

which they find inconfiftent with the honed and con-

F fcientious
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fcientious difcharge of their duty ; engagements,

which draw into their vortex the fad alternative-

continue in your miniflry felf- reproached, or expofe

yourfelf to poverty and fcorn ; fufter me to feel and

mourn for all thofe who are in this unhappy fituation ;

for, as I earneftly pray for their deliverance from

this more than Egyptian bondage, fo I fhouid think

nothing too much to do, or to fuffer, to render them

fubflantial relief.

You will forgive me this effufion ; and now per

mit me to turn your attention from the cafe of the

clergy to my objections to fuch laymen s conformity

to the public fervice of the church, whofe private

fentitnents and opinions are in no fort of agreement

with the doctrines of her liturgy. In purfuing this,

converfation, I inuft defire, and am perfuaded, you
will not refufe to deliver to me your own honeft and

competent judgment upon this fubject.

In this queftion, I think you are perfonally much

interefted ; for, if I miftake not, I underftand that

you are become an Unitarian
; that is, you are now

fully perfuaded that religious worfnip is due to the one

only living and true God, and to none other.

EUGENIUS. You do no more than juftice to my
prefent opinion, to afcribe to me the belief in one

God, and that he only is to be worfhipped. My
converfion to this fentiment has been the deliberate

confequence of our former free and friendly inter-

courfe, and of the attention I was thereby excited to,

and



( 63 )

and have fince paid to this important fubjec~t. I be

lieve, that the one almighty God created the world

by his power, that he governs it by his providence,

and will finally judge all mankind, and apportion hap-

pinefs or mifery, according as they (hall have done

good or evil. I, believe, that he alone is the objet

of religious worftiip, and alone capable of hearing

our prayers.

THEOPHILUS. Your firm belief of the divine

unity/ being the refult of your own inquiry, I truft,

you will more clearly fee the re&itude of that conduit,

with which, (as it appears to me,) fuch a perfuafion

ought to be attended, by one who lives under an

athnnafiari eftablifhment of religion. The back-

wardnefs of great churchmen, in the work of refor

mation, has been already obferveJ upon : and the

conformity of certain of the clergy with the efta-

blimed ^form?, which they cannot entirely approve,

has been the fubjeft of our joint concern.

In this ftate, therefore, of our conference, it be

comes expedient to enquire, how, and by what argu

ments, you, who are a layman, unmacklcd by fub-

fcription, and befet, on neither fide, by the clergy

man s unhappy alternative, how you, I fay, juftify

your continued conformity to an athanafian form of

public worfhip, which you cannot approve. Surely

your integrity and pradical love of truth are as much

impeached by your voluntary compliance, as the cha-

ra&er of any like-minded ecclefiaftic : your having

F 2 made
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made no ftipulation for your liberty, nor deriving any
honour or emolument from the church, leaves

you&amp;gt;

the more eafily, and at much lefs coft, to follow the

dictates of your own mind.

EUGENIUS. If I cannot wholly juftify, I think

I can excufe my conformity ; at Jeafr, I am very

willing to give you my reafons. I folicit your im

partial judgment alfo in return, and will honeflly uf&amp;lt;s

every faculty I have, in forming my own.

You will, in the iirft place, be pleafed to remem

ber, that I am only an hearer of the public fervice of

the church, and can, therefore, affent to fo much,

and fuch parts of the prayers, as I approve ; and

reject fuch as I may judge to be contrary to the

truth : this I can do, juft in the fame manner as I

may approve part- of a fermon, and reject the re

mainder.

THEOPHILUS. By this plaufible fophiftry, which

you praife upon yourfelf, I conceive that you

greatly defeat the good effe&s which fhould follow

your attendance upon public worfhip. . It is gene

rally true of moft men, (and as much fo of the bcft

of men, as of others,) that to keep the mind feri-

oufly and devoutly occupied, while offering up their

hearts to God in fuch fervice, it is neccffary to avoid

every diffraction which may draw off, or divide the

attention. Now the athanafian doctrine of a trinity,

occurs fo very frequently in the liturgy, and is alfo in

many places fo grofely exprefied, that all fuch paffages

muft



muft not only divert the mind by employing it in

transferring the afcriptions of praife, thankfgiving,

and adoration from a plurality of Gods, to the one

fupreme Being ; but the fpirit of devotion muft be

difturbed and difperfed in the very adjuftment of the

language; and,, added to this, the very expreffions

themfelves muft be very (hocking and offenfive to the

ear of one, who looks up to God alone, as the object

of adoration, without peer or partner.

The cafe of prayer, which is afocial a$ 5
and ad-

dreffed to God, will not admit of illuflration from the

liberty which we very commendably exercife in hear

ing fermons, when the auditors may receive or reject

what they hear, according as they fhall be determined

by the evidence and arguments produced. The cafes

are no way fimilar. The preacher delivers his illuf-

tration of a portion of the fcripture, fupports it by

argument, draws and applies his inferences according

to the beft of his ability ; but thefe are no further

conclufive upon his hearers than as they meet their

judgment and confent. But, in the bufmefs of

prayer, the cafe is far different. The mind being

previoufly acquainted with the form of addrefs to the

throne of grace, the worfliippers of God fhould be

intirely confenting, and fully and fingly employed in

the prayers, and praife? , and thankfgivings there ex-

preiTed, in the contemplation of that Being to whom

they are made, and in thofe afpirations which natu

rally accompany every act of rational and elevated

devotion.

F 3 That
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That eafy compliance to which you are difpofeu,

in this cafe, is, with many people, the refult of in

difference. It would equally excufe your going to

mafs in the romifh communion, as to the fervice of

the church of England ; for the fame refervations

which you think keep you clear, in the one, from

any implied confent to the doctrine of the trinity,

would, in the other, acquit you of believing the

doctrine of tranfubftantiation. Upon the principles

of your argument, all integrity of heart and mind

may be difpenfed with, in thofe very fervices, where,

of all others, they are mofl becoming, and in which

there can be no temptation, which does not arifc

from indifference, or the moft contemptible and in

effectual hypocrify.

Neither is this all. Your example may be, and,

probably, will be contagious ; it may prove the

means cf continuing, and even of fpreading the

fame difmgenuous practice among others ; a prac

tice, which allows and familiar! fes the profeiTion of

the grofleft corruptions of chriftian worfhip, and

reprefents them as being perfectly compatible with the

pureft faith.

EUGENJUS. In the earneftnefs of your argu

ment, your have forgotten to make any allowance for

a certain unwillingnefs to appear particularly fcrupu-

lous, in a matter, which, though important in itfelf,

the world is not difpofed to think fo highly of, as to

cxcufe fuch Angularity of conduct.

THEOPHILUS.
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THEOPHILUS. The proper anfwer to this feeble

apology, (hall come from yourfelf,
afk then your own-

heart, whether you ought to place the indulgence of

any native baftlfulnefs, or any defire to avoid that fin-

gularity, which you affect to think fo formidable, in

competition with the great duty of worshipping the

one God and Father of all, in fmcerity and truth ;

and of confeiling before men, the dolrines of the

great meflenger of glad tidings. You well know on

what authority we are told, that wbofoever Jhall con-

fefs Ghrlft before men^ him will be
cwfefs alfo before his

Father^ who is in heaven : but wbcfoever Jhall deny

him, before ^ien^ him will he
alfo deny before his

Father , who is in heaven. (Matt. x. 32, and 33 )

The prayers in which you join, in the public fcr-

vice of the church, are not fuch as you either do, or

would adopt in your clofer, cr in your family. And
fhe reafon why you reject the ufe cf them in private,

is becaufe you think them fmful, inafmuch as they

are directed to three diftincT: beings orperfons, inftead

of God alone. How then can the fame conduct be

innocent, when acted before the world, which is fin-

ful in the privacy of your own houfe ? or, as the

queftion may be more forcibly ftated, how much

more reprehenfible is fuch evil condufl before the

world, where it may feduce and corrupt the
integrity

of others, than when confined to a more private

fcene ?

Apply the fpirit of this queftion to any of the

common
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common tranfadlions in life, and you will acknow

ledge not only the wifdom, but even the expediency

of exhibiting that rectitude of principle and beha

viour in our own characters, which we look for in

others. Without this endeavour on our parts, we

really countenance that very duplicity, which we

dilapprove and condemn. And, in our chriftian

calling, we fhould be very careful not to give the

moft diftant occafion of fcandal to our profeilion ;

but to draw forward and to excite by our mutual

example, that inflexible and intrepid integrity which

adds grace to the chriftian character, and infpires a

fortitude which looks down with indifference upon

nothing, but what is not deferving of a wife man s

choice or attention.

EUGENIUS. I moft readily concede to you, that

that fervice of prayer which does not honeftly

exprefs the mind of the worfhipper, and is therefore

finful, muft be equally fo whether offered in private,

or in focial worfhip. This obfervation had occurred

to me before, and therefore I qualified my attendance

by with-holding my aflent to fuch parts of the church

liturgy as I did not approve. But this expedient

having involved much diftracHon of mind, and lea\ -

ing me in a fituation which held me forth as an

example of countenancing, by my prefence, what I

did not approve in my heart; I have been occa-

fionally difpofed to forego and abfent myfelf from all

public worfhip, becaufe of the irreconcilable difa-

greement
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grecment between the tritheifm of the eftablifhed

liturgy, which I now confider as idolatry, and the

addrefiing all prayer to God alone, which I appre

hend to be the religion of nature, and of revelation.

I have, therefore, had it in contemplation to con

fine myfelf to
tjie duty and exercife of private

prayer.

THEOPHILUS. If you fhould perfift in adopting

this idea of a filent retreat from a worlhip, which you

fo greatly difapprove, by withdrawing from all focial

devotion, I cannot but think that you abufe the

talents and opportunities afforded you, and defert the

ftandard of the chriftian faith ; I alfo think that you.

will again place the influence of your example in a

fituaticn, where it may do much harm.

Social worfhip is a very great means -of edification,

in a variety of ways : it calls men forth to the public

avowal of their principles in the face of open day; it

advances brotherly love in an inter-communion in the

offices of religion ; it concentrates the example of

good men, and animates devotion in their neigh

bours ; it keeps alive the principles of religion and

piety, and prepares men to act a virtuous part in the

fcencs of a6Hve life.

Now as, upon your own plan of privacy, the

reafon of your feceffion would not be rightly, or

generally known, your abfence from all public

worfhip (becaufe one form of it was exceptionable

and offenfive) would encourage the fame open beha

viour
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viour in other men, though adtuated by very diffe

rent motives.

If you cannot enjoy the benefit of focial worfhip

in the eftablimed church of your country, by ren

dering your praifes and thankfgivings, and offering

your fupplications to the one infinite, eternal, and

only God
;

there may be other places where this

acceptable and grateful fervice may be conducted after

a form which may intirely harmonize with the inge

nuous convictions of your own mind. The apoftJe

Paul hach not qualified, with any reftri&ion, his

exhortation, to fee from idolatry (i Cor. x. 14.) ;

and if words are capable of a determinate meaning,

the nature of the offence, and our duty to avoid it,

are equally clear.

If no other public place fhall offer, and no means

fhould prefent themfelves of opening one of greater

extent, you may convert a room in your own houfe

to an houfe of prayer. There may be other perfons

in your neighbourhood, who may, from principle

and fimilar fentiments, be glad to join you in fo good

a work ; and even this little church may, in the

courfe of a few years, be the occafion of planting a

much larger one. Nor are you, or any man, un

provided with very good fervices for fuch religious

focieties.*

EUGENIUS. I am not infenfible of the rectitude

of the line of conduct which you have pointed out,

or

* See p. 39, note.
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or of the advantage which the purfuing of it might

produce to the true interefts of religion and virtue ;

but it would expofe me to fo much obfervation and

reproach, as may bear down my fpirit, and defeat the

very end defigned ; I may not be able to meet the

fate of a reformer.

THEOPHILUS. This is to relinquifh the poft of

duty, upon a plea every way inadequate and inadmif-

fible, and very unworthy of a faithful fervant and

foldier of Jefus Chrifr. Perfonal privacy and eafe are

the leafl we can facrifice in fo good a caufe as the

advancement of the worfliip of the one God, and

Father of all. Singular inftances of integrity, in

any of the ordinary concerns of life, do not indeed

often efcape farcaftic obfervations, and fometimes

temporary fcandal ; but they are, neverthelefs ap

proved by the virtuous and the good ; and bring,

with every act in which they are connected, that

peace and fatisfaclion which the unprincipled and

profligate can neither take away, nor enjoy.*

As for your fearing that you fhould not be able to

meet the fate of a reformer, I truft, for the honour

of chriftendom, that all apprehenfion of being called

to any very extraordinary fufFerings for publicly

maintaining the worfhip of one God, is entirely

groundlefs.

* tf
Certainly it is heaven upon earth to have a

man s mind move in charity, reil in providence, and

turn on the poles of truth.&quot; Lord BACON.
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groundlefs. Pofitive perfecution is difowned on all

hands : honour and difhonour, good report and evil

report, may indeed await you ; but furely your chrif-

tian faith will fupport you under thefe fluctuations in

your pilgrimage, and carry your mind into the con

templation of a crown of glory, and a future blifs

that will never end.

EUGEMUS. The pointed force with which you
dire-Si: your argument will carry convicStion to any

reafonable and ingenuous mind. The greateft danger

is, halting between two opinions, between duty and

inclination ; and the true ftate of the queftion, as it

now lies before me for decifion, is, fhall I obey

God or man ? Notwithstanding, however, this con-

feflion of my view of our fubjetSf, accompanied with

a ferious dsfire to acquit inyielf in a manner becom

ing my chriftian profeflion, I find myfelf, from a

variety of motives (neither excufable, nor yet, I

think, abfolutely criminal), ftrongly reluctant to

avow my fentiments explicitly before the world, and

to fecond tlrjm by that conduct which they (hould

ieem to demand.

THEOPHILUS. The prefent ftate of your mind,

my dtar friend, leaves your conformity to the wor-

fhip of the eftablifhed ciiurch, or a filent, unob-

ferved, clancleftine retreat from it, equally inexcufable.

Your laft declaration amounts to a formal iurrender

of the queilion ; therefore, it now becomes more

proper for me to leave you to your own reflections,

which
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which cannot fail lo determine you to adopt that open

and upright conduct which will beft advance the glory

of God, and can alone meet with his approbation.

Every day s continuance in your prcfent indecifion,

tdds danger and criminality to your fituation. You
will recollect the exhortation in the book of revela

tion, to quk Babylon, and I know that you allow

the application : c&me out of her^ my people^ that ye

If not partakers of her ftm, and that you receive not of

htr plagues.

A mind like yours, informed by voluntary and

patient inquiry (in the midfl of your prudent atten

tion to your great fecular concerns), will not long

remain in your preient reluctant and diftreffing inac

tivity. Where duty calls, I know your heart difpofes

you to obey. And the fame courfe of fludy which

has difcovered to you the truth, will have fufTiciently

imprefled you with its importance before all other

confiderations.

That knowledge which you have acquired, and

which has led you out of intellectual darknefr, will

naturally point out that line of conduct infifted upon
in the gofpel, and which is made the condition of its

promifes. Having firft convinced your underftand-

ing, it will animate your refolution to walk in that

plain direct road, which turns neither to the right

hand, nor to the left. Nor will your high fenfe of

duty, or the goodnefs of your own heart, fuffer you
to reft, until you have made the laft advance in this

G journey



( .74 )

journey of religious and moral
integrity, by (halting

off every remaining (buckle of religious bondage
\vhich any prejudice, timidity, or deference toothers,

may have fattened around you. In the perfect love

and fear of God, in ftricl: integrity and principle

towards him, and in love and brotherly affection for

all mankind, {hall we alone find that peace of mind

in this world, which is only to be exceeded by the

happinefs of another.

EUGENIUS. Our friendly and improving conver-

fation upon the important fubject which has engaged
our attention, and really interefted our affection for

each other, may now be clofed, fince we are both

become of one mind. Mutual acknowledgments of

kindnefs have been received, and returned, between

us. And the reiult of your victory, is liberty to the

vanquished. ,

-.-^

There requires fo very little time to form a right

decifion of conduct, where the judgment is already

convinced, and the mind is awakened to receive the

force and imprefnon of truth, that I do not hefitate a

moment to acknowledge my entire fatisfa&ion in your

arguments ; and to allure you that I will, from this

hour, withdraw myfelf from a church, whofe foun

dation is laid in exiting impofitions upon the con-

fciences of men, and whofe conflituent dotrine is

idolatry.

There are, indeed, certain appendant circum-

fiances in every man s fituation with refpeft to his

prejudice?,
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prejudices, habits, conftitution, and connexions,

which caufe him involuntarily to demur, where he

ought inftantly to decide. Thefe, however, are

under command ; and (hall henceforth vanifh and

give way to fuperior conviction and the obligations

of truth.

Let thefe confiderations excufe the trouble I have

given you, while your candid forbearance with them

have greatly enhanced to me the value of your friend -

{hip, which, I truft, will be uninterrupted to the end

of our lives.
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REASONS
FOR QUITTING THE

CHURCH OF ENGLAND,

A PUBLIC departure from my miniftry in tbe

eftablimed church, and withdrawing myfelf from all

attendance on its worfhip, fhould feera not only to

excufe, but to demand, a declaration of the reafons

which have induced me to it, and made fuch a con-

duel neceffary.

Several years have panned fince a petition was

offered to the confideration of parliament, praying

for relief in the matter of fubfcription to articles

of religious faith and doctrine. That petition had

my entire concurrence. It maintained the only

principle upon which any proteftant church, or

fociety of chriftian?, can defend itfelf againft the

arguments urged in behalf of popery j and pleaded

ftrongly, in my opinion, for the removal of all thofe

human inventions and additions to the gofpel of Jefus,

which create the too general ciifDelief and rejection

of it. The prayer of the petition,, however, did not

neceflfarily involve in it the truth or falfehood of any

particular doctrines ; neither did it afic the fubftitu-

tion of others, either in whole or in part, in the

A 2. place
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place of the prefent fyftem. Neverthelefs, I pre-

fume, there were very few, if any, in the number

cf the petitioners, who did not look forward to a

review and amendment of the eftablifhed forms of

public worfhip.

The ground which the petitioners had chofen was

that impregnable rock, the fufficiency of the fcrip-

tures, to the purpofes cf edification and falvution,

for all chriilian minifters, as well as others
j
and

thence they grounded their plea, that no church, or

fociety of chriftians, had a right to require aflent to

human formularies of religious faith and doctrine, as

the terms of communion, or admiiJIon to the mi-

iriftry, or otherwife.

The examination into the right of proteftant

churches, in thus arrogating and exercifmg the claim

of impofing explanatory articles of religious faith,

in addition to the fcriptures, necefiarily brought on a

more ftrift enquiry into the agreement, or non-

agreement, of the particular doclrines contained in

the formularies of the church of England, with the

word of God. The confcquence of this further

examination was productive cf the cleareft demon-

ftration to many ferious and liberal perfons, that

not a few of the dcclrines of the eftablifhed church

were in no fort of agreement with the chriftian

fcriptures, whence they are prefumed to be de

rived.

As far as this inquiry went to fatisfy my under-

flanding concerning thefe queftions, I am free to

own,
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own, that I was convinced that many doctrines re

ceived as true by the church of England, in her ar

ticles and liturgy, were not only in no agreement,

but in direft contradiction to what appeared to me to

be the word of God.

In this fituation, I did not hefitate to determine

never to accept any further preferment in the efta-

blimed church
; b^caufe I could not confcientioufly,

and without equivocation, declare my aflent and con-

fent to the thirty-nine articles and liturgy, as by law

is required. And this determination I have fteadily

adhered to more than once, when offers were made

me of preferments, in all other refpecls defirable and

advantageous to my fecular interefts. For fome years

I did not apprehend that my convictions would

carry me any further. In this fuppofition, however,

I have been miflaken. And the fame principle and

reafons which have heretofore made me decline to

repeat my fubfcription, have forced me to make a

refignntion of my benefices, and of all the advan

tages I had acquired upon fuch terms.

The public fervice of the liturgy, or book of

Common-Prayer, holds out for its objeits of religious

worfhip three diftinct Beings, there ftyled, Godt hs

father^ God thefin y
God the holy ghoft :* one God ri

trinity and trinity In unity :\ not one only perfiny but

three perfons.^.

A 3 Thefe,
*

Litany.

f Athanafian creed.

J Collect in communion fervice on trinity funday.



(
6 )

Thefe, and the like expreflions, together with re

peated and continued addreffes by prayer to Jefus

Chrift, and even to the holy fpirit, inftead of the one

true God, who hath no equal, or {barer, in the cre

ation or government of the world, and who alone can

hear the prayers of his creatures, are, according to

my apprehenfion, in no way warranted by the word

of God, as we read it in the old and new Tefla-

raent, the only authority upon which, as chriftians

and proteftants, we can depend. But on the con

trary, they appear to be in direct oppofition to the

exprefs declarations of that Being, who declared him-

felf, by Mofes, to be ONE LORD (Deut. vi. 4.), and

of Chrift himfelf, whofe words, borrowed alfo from

Mofes, are, Thou Jhalt ivorjhip the Lord thy God^ him

only Jhalt thou ferve. (Luke iv. 8.) And who, on

all occafions, prayed to, and called upon the one

God, the common father of all, who was his father

and ourfather^ his God and our God. (John xx. 17.)

And who alfo declared, that he came not to do his own

will, but the will of Godwhofent him, (chap. vi. 38.)

that he honoured his father, and fought not his own

glory ; that he wrought all his wonderful works, not

by his own power, but by the power of God; and

further, who, in order to prevent mifapprehenfions of

his proper character, renounced the bare appellation

of goody given to him by the fcribe in the gofpel,

faying, there was none good but on.y and that was God.

(Markx. 18.)

Bcfides
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Befides thefe particular, clear, and determinate au

thorities, my convictions of the divine unity are not

founded upon fingle and detached paflages, but on

the whole tenor of the facred fcriptures, which fpeak

one uniform and confident language concerning it.

There is one God, writes St. Paul, and one mediator

between Gcd and man, the man Cbrift Jefus , (
I Tim.

ii. 5.) and all the declarations of Chriil himfelf, and

of all the writers of the new Teftamenr, fay the fame

thing.

It is indeed very true, and ought to be obferved*

that there are to be found expreflions in the new

Teftamenr, which may feem, at firft fight, and even

to fome liberal perfons, to favour the confidering

Jefus Chrifl as an objecl. of divine worfhip ; and

whereby fome may be induced to look upon him to

be really and properly God. But all the countenance

and afliftance which the expreflions of fcripture al

luded -.to give to fuch a doclrine, is derived either

from the ambiguous ufe of the term worjbip^ or from

other alike doubtful phrafes; or from the fingle in-

ftance of the protomartyr Stephen; all which have

been often demonftrated by learned inquirers, to yield

little fatisfacl:ion for the introdu&ion of fuch a new

obje6t of worfhip: and efpecially when it is confidered,

that Chrift never taught or enjoined men to worfnip

himfelf, but the Father only ; nor ever gave any
inftru&ion to his difciples, to teach fuch a do&rine

to the world as that of worfhipping himfelf, their
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miftcr and lord, as he declares himfelf to be to them,

but not their God. (John xiii. 13.)

Under thefe convidlions, the road of duty lay plain

before me, hard as the meafure might feem ; worldly

confidcrations alone remained to prevent me from

taking the direct path, and following the di&ates of

my confcience. And thefe temptations I had in no

fmall degree. The juft claims of an infant family

pleaded hard not to be
negle&amp;lt;5i:ed.

Nor could I re

frain from thinking upon their fituatton with all the

anxiety of parental affecTion, and, pofiibly, with more

folicitude for their temporal provifion, than the nature,

of my own difficulties ought to have admitted. I

was agreeably fituated in the circle of rel-ations, and

feveral efteemed friends, and have lived in a conftant

kind intercourfe with all my parifhioner?, among
whom I ever found my miriiftry acceptable. I had

extended my ufefulnefs among my neighbours in all

the ways I was able. Nor was I forward to think

that I could be equally ufeful under any change of

fituation which removed me to a different fphere of

action. And I may add, that I was not infenfible

even to an acquired partiality to the place of my re-,

fidence, where, on many accounts, and for reafons

of a private nature, I could have withed to have con

tinued, to the end of my life, in the enjoyment of

every defirable accommodation and comfort which a

reafonable mind could with for,

Thefe confiderations deferved fome thought, and

tfcy have had their full weight. But they are, after

all,
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all, considerations of fubordinate and inferior im

portance, when contracted with the pofitive duty I

owe to God, to the gofpel of Jefus, to my fcllow-

chriftians, and to myfelf.

It is no light matter to profefs our religion in in-;

fmcerity and hypocrify. We are enjoined, by high

authority to worYhip God in fpirit and in truth.

And (hall worldly temptations prevail upon any one,

who ferioufly profefTes himfelf a chriflian, to worOiip

any other than the one true . God, Jehovah, the

Father of all, while he believes that fame felf-exiftent

and all-powerful Being to be God, and none other

befides him ? Or, (hall we approach the great fearcher

of hearts with that duplicity and deceit which is not

to be allowed in our dealings and intercourfe with

our fellow men ? Or, (hall we think to amend the

matter by addreffing our private prayers to the God

and Father of our lord Jefus Chrift, in compromife

for our* having publicly prayed, in the language of

the church, to a trinity of Gods, or to the man

Chrijl y^fuS) who lived among us, and died upon a

crofs, and who himfelf renounced all adoration and

worfhip ? Shall we pray unto a man, though the moll

holy and excellent that ever lived on the earth, and

thereby elevate the creature to the dignity of the

creator, and take, from the unchangeable and only

God and governor of the world, any of that praife and

thankfgiving which we are enjoined to give unto him,

and unto him only, and which are fo peculiarly and

eminently his own ? Or, through our earneft defire

to



to continue in the eftablilhed church, (hall we prove

our faith by mental refcrvations in the courfc of

public worfhip, fo that while we affent to one prayer,

we, rejecl: another, or, poffibly, divide a third, ap

proving the former, and rejecting the latter part ?

Or, rather, fhall we not, in all true fimplicity and

fmglenefs of heart, as St. Paul write?, pray with the

fpirit and pray with the underjlanding aljo
f

(
I Cor.

xiv. 15.)

I am ready to own, that my compliance in the ufe

of thofe things which I did not approve, was at

one time relieved by the confideration, that fuch

compliance was only official, or minifterial. This

argument, however, failed to afford flitisfa&ion, on

further reflection upon the ftricl integrity and fmcerity

abfolutely neceffary for divine worlhip.

I never did read, in the public fervice, the creed,

vulgarly called the creed of Athanafius, confidering

it, to fay the leafr, as entirely foreign to every good

end of chriftian edification. And it is now about

ten years fmce I entirely omitted the litany and Ni-

cene creed, without giving any offence to my con

gregation, confining the exercife of my miniftry in

the morning fervice to my parifh church of S win-

derby, and an adjoinir.g one in the county of Not

tingham ; thinking, at that time, that by taking

upon myfelf the penalties of the law, I thereby

releafed myfelf from my engagement to conformity.

This expedient of omitting fome of the moft offenfive

parts of the public liturgy was afterwards fuperfeded,

by



by confidering my unconditional promife of con

formity in a ftronger point of view, than I had

before beheld it.

But, befides the force of this obligation, the re

medy was in itfelf infufficient, becaufe the trinitarian

exprefiions and forms of worfhip, and exprefs prayer

to Jefus Chrift, occur fo frequently, and are fo

blended and united throughout the fervice, that there

is no fatisfactory relief to be had by partial omif-

fions, without breaking in upon, and interrupting,

the regularity and order of the prayers, and confe-

quently difperfmg, or confounding, the pious affections

of many ferious and devout perfons. Therefore,

after fomething more than two years, I refumed the

accuftomed conformity to the ordinary parts of the

public fervice.

From that time to the prefent I have continued to

profecute my inquiry, and have afliduoufly attended,

in hopes of fome fatisfaction, to the many defences of

the doctrine of the trinity. The refult has, how

ever, been my entire conviction of the divine unity

in its utmoft extent, and an increafed fenfe of the

importance of thefe great truths, that GOD is ONE,

and HE ONLY to be worjhipped.

Under the accumulated influence of this fixed

opinion, entertained after fucceffive examination?,

under many doubts, and much anxiety of mind, my
. continuing to minilter under a form of religious

worfhip confefTedly trinitarian, or tritheiftic, became

more ferioufly grievous. Tne earneft defire to

worfhip



worfhip the one God, and Father of all, in the

fimplicity of the gofpel revelation, gained additional

ftrength and power over my mind j and my conti

nuance in a practice fo repugnant to my convictions,

was every day more and more intolerable.

It has been fuggefted, on fimilar occafions, that

to engage an aililtant, whofe opinions would lead

him to a confcientious conformity to the fervices of

the church, would remove all perfonal difficulty.

This expedient was alfo no lefs infufficient to my
relief than the former ones ; for I mould then have

been neglectful of my duty in the place appointed

me ; and indirectly aflenting, by the employment

of another, to that which I did {till difbelieve. And

I muft then have abfented myfelf from all public

worfhip of almighty God, or have entirely forfaken

the people of whom I had taken the charge. And

this I {hould have done, for no better reafon than

becaufe I wifhed to enjoy the emoluments of my
preferment, while I fcrupled to difcharge the duties

annexed to my fituation ; and {hould have fet an ex

ample of the moft difingenuous dealing, and of a

neglect of the ordinances of God.

Thus, after the moft deliberate confideration of

all argument?, and after pafling ieveral painful years

in much folicitude and apprehcniion of incurring the

difpleafure of almighty God, I had but one choice

to make, if ever I hoped for his approbation. I, there

fore, in obedience to the fulleft convictions of my
mind,
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mind, have resigned my mini ft
ry-

and preferments in

the church of England.

I fhould be much concerned, if any good man

fhould fo interpret this feceffion of mine from the

worfhip of the church eftablifhed, as if I thereby,

in the mod remote degree, took upon me to blame,

or condemn, thofe who may continue their mini-

ftrations in it, even though their opinions on certain

doftrines may nearly approach to my own.

I am fenfible, from what has patted within myfelf,

how differently fimilar convi&ions operate in different

ftates of the mind, and how very long a man may
be prevailed upon to go on doing things in which he

blames himfelf, from regards to a family, or to more

diftant kindred, and to various other local circum-

ftanccs, which cannot eafily be explained to others ;

and the ftill greater difficulty, at a certain time of

life, of finding bread for a family any where elfe.

I am thankful now, and I trufr. I (hall always be

fo, whatever be the event as to this world, that I

have been brought out of a fituation, in which I

went on, from day to day, condemning myfelf, and

that it has pleafed divine providence to lead me to a

ftation, where I may ftill bear my teftimony to the

truth and holinefs of the gofpel, and have the fatis-

fa&ion of being united to a congregation of chriftians,

affembling at the chapel of Effex-Street, London ;

where prayer is avowedly made to the only true God,
the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; and where I

fhali flill have more caufe to be thankful, if my
B labours
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labours may be fo far fuccefsful, that I may be an

inftrumcnt of promoting his fole wormip, and at the

fame time, fcrve the great end of the gofpel, in

encouraging and exciting myfelf and others to piety
and all virtue.

I have been led to
fay thus much concerning

myfelf, in order to ftate the motives and reafons

of my finally quitting or departing from, the efta-

blifhed church ; and to convince others, that fuch

my withdrawing from it, is not the confequence of

an hafty and undigefted thought, but of much careful

examination and ferious reflection, and of an earneft

defire to worfhip God, according to what I am now

fully perfuaded is agreeable to his own directions in

the fcriptures. The difficulties and embarraiTments

of my mind have, for a long time, been well known
to feveral of my more intimate and much efteemed

friends. Nor have there been wanting fome, who,
while they felt for all my uneafmefs, affectionately

fympathized alfo with me in refpecl of the many
particular circumftances which attended my fituatioit,

but which it is not neceflary here to relate.

It may probably hence arife, that I may expofc

myfelf to fome mifconftruclion and evil report, as

even perfons the moft unprejudiced in thefe matters,

from the nature of the cafe, are unable to judge

quite right, or decide for others. Neverthelefs, I

can fafely fay, that I take with me the moft entire

approbation of my own mind. And it is impoffible

fo to regulate our conduct, as to
fatisfy

the dif-

cordaat



cordant and contradictory opinions of mankind. I

have complied with the eftablifhed forms of religious

worihip full as long as I could excufe myfelf therein ;

fo that my continuance in the church unto this time,

and my prefent feparation from it, fhould equally

befpeak a patient hearing, and candid judgment, from

the firmeft friend to the eftablilhcd doctrines. What
ever names of reproach may be given on the prefent,

or on fimilar occafions, I am well fatisfied that

there is no guilty htrefy^ nothing wrong, in follow-

ing the convictions of my own mind, after a full

examination ; and, moreover, that there would have

been great hypocrify in continuing any longer to

conform to a mode of wcrfhip quite contrary to my
convictions.

It has ever been my ^efire and practice, in the

courfe of my miniftry, to explain the great truths

of
chriftfanity, and thence to enforce and prefs upon

my hearers the mural duties of the gofpel, and the

indifpenfible neceflity of a virtuous and holy life ; to

remind them, that to live foberly, righteoufly, and

pioufly, in this prefent world, to fear God and keep

his commandments, to love our neighbour, and affift

him by all kind offices, are among the things firft

needful, and of the greated, importance.

I make no doubt, but the time will come, when

the forms of worfliip in the liturgy of the church

of England will be corrected, and reduced nearer

to the ftandard of fcripture. But, alas ! this will not

be the work of my day. This generation will pro

bably
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bably pafs away without feeing it, In the mean

time, individuals muft fatisfy themfelves in their

compliance with the prefent fyftem, according to

their different apprehenfions of the truth of it, or

feek their relief by peaceable retirement from a

church, with which they are not agreed in the object

of religious worfhip. In either of thefe cafes, there

is no juft occafion given for reproach. The concern

is perfonal, and confined to the confcience of every

individual; over which, neither the magiftrate, nor

any private pcrfons, {ingle or afTociated, have any

authority.

To YOU, the parifhioners of Swinderby, among
whom I have lived in entire harmony, and to whom

iny labours in the miniftry have been chiefly devoted ;

to you, I would fay in particular, that I leave you,

my honeft affectionate neighbour?, with regret; but

fmcerity tov/ards God requires it, and this you will

always think right, and to be followed. May you

remember, and improve, by my late conftant en

deavours to inftrudt you according to the revealed

will of God ! I hope you will continue to go forward

in the knowledge and obedience of the gofpel of Jefus

Chrift, framing your lives and converfation by it,

as I alfo will ftrive to do ; fo fhall we fecure a

meeting again in the future everlafting kingdom.
of God, the father of all the families of the earth :

To whom be glory, both now and for ever. Amen.



LETTER
TO THE

REVEREND MR. D ,

BY A LAYMAN.

T 775-





LETTER,
TO THE

REVEREND MR. D ,

BY A LAYMAN,

X 775-

REV. SIR.

As, of late, I have not attended upon your mi-^

niftry
fo conftantly as heretofore ; and as I have

fome ground to think that you judge me to be

guilty of a fault in abfenting myfelf, you will per

mit me to aflign a reafon in
j unification of my

conduct.

You are very fenfible, fir, that you and I differ

very much in our religious opinions ; fo much, in-

deed, that I have heard you declare, that a perfon

who thinks as I do, i?, on that account, excluded

fromfahation. Such a declaration, however, aftl&s

me but little
j knowing well, that the great and good

God hath never fo declared
&amp;gt;

and therefore efleeming

A 1 the
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the fentence of any frail and fallible man as a thing
of little moment. Though, by the way, it feems

no
trifling affair, with refpcft to the perfon himfelf,

who places himfelf in the feat of judgment, and pro

nounces condemnation on his brother for his opi

nions. This man had need look well to his autho

rity. And how if, in the end, it fhould appear that

the party fo condemned, is one whom God approves ?

But to return: The wide difference in our fenti-

ments, of necefftty, prevents my gaining that profit

from your miniftry, which I would heartily wim to

gain : and thus the principal defign of public worfhip

is defeated. How fhould I be
-profited by what I am

Jlxcked and grieved to hear ? by that which the re

verence which I owe to the ever blefTed God obliges

me to regard without abhorrence ? that at which I

am really afbamed to be (hocked and grieved no more ;

as, indeed, I fhould be, if I had fuch a fenfe of God

upon my mind as I ought to have. Yet although I

think fo ill of your tenets, confidered in themfelves,

believing your Jlncerlty unqueflionable, I do, at the

fame time, account you a good and a worthy man.

Such is every man, who, according to his beft judg

ment, praflifes what is right and good. Sincerity,

fir, is the chief thing
in religion. You would think it

fo in a matter between you and your friend. And

\v-hy not in religion ? Becaufe, fay you, the great God

cloth not judge as man judges. Now, as I apprehend

this to be a capital miftakc, I will examine it a little ;

and
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and what I (hall fay of it will be no improper intro

duction to what follows.

And furely, if the great God did not judge of

good and evil as we judge, he would never have

made this appeal to the wicked Ifraelites.
&quot; O houfe

&quot; of Ifracl ! are hot my ways equal ? Are not your

&amp;lt;

c
. ways unequal r&quot; It will be readily granted, that

the thoughts and ways of the deity are, in one refpect,

far above our thoughts, and our ways. It would be

very ftrange if it were not fo. The divine mind,

feeing the whole compafs of truth, and acting even to

the extremeft bounds cf the univerfe, confequently

fees and acts upon reafons unknown to us. But, as

all truth is confiftent, that which is unknown to us

cannot be oppcfite
and contradictory to that which is

known. Shall we
5 then, fay we know nothing? In

this cafe would not our own hearts teftify the
falfity

of our*aflertion ? Shall we fay that human reafon was

fo totally perverted by the fall, that it only deceives

us ? And (hall we prove this too ? But how ? Shall

we prove by reafon that reafon is deceitful? 1 he at

tempt has oftea been made : but certainly no ab-

furdity can be more grofs. Shall we prove it by

fcripture ? But fuppofe we are afksd,
&quot; have you any

&quot;

good reafon to think the genuine fenfe of the fcrip-
u ture is fuch ?&quot; What {hall we anfwer ? If we fay

no; in this cafe will not our confciencts cond.mq us,

for receiving fuch doctrine as the genuine fenfe of

fcripture. If we fay yes j is it not, then, manifeft

A 3 that
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that, in judging of the fenfe of fcripture, we are de

termined by reafon ? And thus is it not manifeft, that

the fcriptural proof cf reafon s
deceitfulnefi^ is ulti

mately derived from
deceitful reafon itfclf?

It is unde

niably: and confequently fuch proof is
deceitful prcof&amp;gt;

and cannot be depended upon. If we do depend upon

it, in fo doing we declaie that reafon is not deceitful,

in dire6l oppofition to the very tenet which we were

intending to eftablifh. Pray attend to this. Indeed,

fir, it is very melancholy, to confider how men have

confounded and perverted a reafonable nature. How

ever, notwithftanding all that has been urged to the

contrary, it is abundantly evident, that we are endow

ed with capacities to judge aright, (within certain

limits) even as the great God himfelfjudges, concern

ing good and evil*. It is true we may incapacitate

ourfelves, and then put the one for the other ; and it

feems too true, that this has been done by all who have

perfuaded themfelves that human reafon, as fuch, is

totally perverted ; fo as to be quite unable to judge

concerning good and evil, or things of a religious

nature.

Thus much, fir, being premifed, I now beg leave

to mention thofe doctrines of your s, to which I

principally object, and the ground of my objections.

The

* Your contrary belief feems to have no other tap-

port than the notion of the dcceitfutnefs of human reafon^

retailing from the full, which notion has nothing to fup-

port it.
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The doctrines are, that of the trinity according to

Athanafms ; the do&rine of original fin ; the doc

trine of ele&ion and reprobation ; the doctrine of the

fatisfa&ion, and that of imputed righteoufnefs.

The doctrine of the trinity, as Athanafms and you

reprefent it, appears to me utterly abfurd and contra

dictory : becaufe you reprefent the father, the fon, and

the fpirit, as three feparate agents, each of them God,

each of them infinite
: and yet you fay there is but

ene infinite God. You will not, furely, fay the fa

ther, fon, and fpirit, are not three feparate agents;

when, at the fame time, you afiert, that the father

fent the fon into the world, who, in confequence of

being fo fent, came into the world, and did and fuf-

fered \N\\at is recorded of him : when, at the fame time,

you afTert alfo, that the father fent the fpirit in the

name of thefon, and that the fpirit, in confequence of

being fo fent, came into the world, and convincedman

kind of fin, &c. Surely, fir, you will not fay that the

fender and the fent, he who commands, and he who

obeys, are not feparate agents, but the fa?ne*. Here

then are three agents, each of whom you affirm to be

infinite,

* Whenever you declare the fon and fpirit to be

equal with the father, you do, in the very terms, ac

knowledge that their exigence is feparate from the fa

ther s exigence. You always conceive of things as exijt-

ing frparatcly&amp;gt;
when you think of their equality : you

cannot help it if you would. But you may impofe upon

yourfelf.
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infinite, each of whom you affirm to be God, and ta

each of whom, as to the Lord your God, you pay

divine worfliip. Yet you fay there is but one infinite

God. And you fay well : but you miferably con-

tradift yourielf : and (however good your intention

may bej you greatly difionour the eternal deity, who

is one inflate agent.

The do&rine of original fin, (according to you,

fir) feems to confid of two parts : In the firft place,

guilt derived from Adam s tranfgreflion upon all his

poflerity, whereby they are brought under the wrath

and curfe of God, and are made liable to the torments

of hell for ever * : and, fecondly, the total corruption

of their nature ; which is fuch, that it renders them

finmrs by nature, and dead in trefpafles and fins ; fo

dead, that ihey are no more able to do any thing truly

good, than a dead corpje is able to
arife and walk.

Witb

* I believe, fir, this is a true reprefentation of this

part of your doclrine, which indeed you do not very

much infill upon : but I beg leave to enquire why you
do not? Why don t you preach feveral entire fermons

to afcertain, illuftrate, and enforce it ; that fo your

hearers may know the value of it, being convinced how

worthy it is of the infnitely good God to torment the

poflerity of Adam in hell fire for ever, not for their onvu,

but for Adam** trangreffion ? For my part I think you
are obliged in confcience thus to do, as you often pro-

fefs that you account it your duty to declare the

counfel of God.
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With refpecr. to the firft of thefe articles, I would

obferve, that if we know any thing whatfoever, we
know that it is not jujl to punifh one man for the fin

of another. If it be afked,
&quot; How do you know

this ?&quot; In return, I afk, how do you know that there

is any thing wrong\ or
inconfiftent with

j^iftice^ in op-

preffions, murders, maftacres, perjuries, blafphemies ?

Suppofe any one fhould affirm that thefe things are

very innocent. If you thought he deferved any notice,

I doubt not you would eagerly contradict him. Yet

you could not do it without {hewing your incon-

fiftency : for that fame reafon which declares thefe

things to be ejftntially mjuft^ is equally clear, full, and

pofitive in declaring the
injujllce

of pu niching one man

man for the fin of another. If this be right^ there is

not the fhadow of a reafon for thinking thofe horrid

crimes to be really criminal. But we know ajfiiredlyy

that o^prcilions, murders, maflacres, perjuries, blaf-

phemies, are really and eilentially criminal : and, in

the fame manner, and with equal certainty, we know

that to punifh one man for the fin of another^ neither

is9 nor can be juft*. And, therefore, moft fincerely

do

* I have heard you fay, fir, you do not believe

that infants are fent into hell. But if they are punijh*

able for the fin of their firft father, and if they are

afiually punijhed in fome degree why fhould they not

receive the fullpunijbment which is due to them ? And

why was it, when we were talking of this matter, that

you



ilo I Mor the docTrine which afcribes fuch a condu&
to that righteous Being, whom I would always vene

rate and ac/ore.

With refpe& to the fecond article in this do&rin?,

(viz.) the entire corruption of the human nature,

whereby men are rendered firmers by nature^ and ut-

teriy incapacitated to do any thing which is truly good^

I would obferve, that, if we confider what fin /V, it

\vili be found a contradiction to fay a man is ajinner

by nature. You may as well fay that it is finful for

a man to have two handsy or two feet^ as to fay it is

finful

you feemed ttniviHing to be thought a believer in the

damnation of infants ? I apprehend you were fhocked

[for you jtarted] at the impious tenet. It was well.

The great God intended you ihould be mocked : and

not at this tenet only, but alfo at feveral others which

you believe and promulge. Indeed, he doth permit it

to be otherwife. He endowed us with liberty (i. e.

freedom of will) that we might be accountable. I would

juil take notice, here, that if we have no liberty, if

nothing but actual fin can proceed from our nature, as

nothing but an impure ftream can proceed from an im

pure fountain ; then areadtual fmners fas you term them)

and infants, upon the very fame footing in refpecl: of

guilt ; for thefe laft were juft as able to prevent the fin of

ihzirfrftfather, as the others were to prevent what you

term their own actual fins. I cannot give them that

name ; becaufe as aclual fin cannot fubfiil without

agency, f neither without liberty can agency poflibly

fubfiit.



finful for him to have human pa/Jims^ or any thing
elfe which belongs to him as a man. But then may
fin be charged upon him, when he has knowingly
and wilfully done the evil which he might have

avoided, or omitted to do the good which he might
have done. Till you can affirm either one or the

other of him, you have no authority to call him a

finner. And when thiough his negligence or bad

conduct, he has corrupted himfelf, and acquired evil

habits, you may fay he is a fmful and a wicked crea

ture then, and not before. If this be the true account

of fin and finfulnefs, afmful nature , as fuch, is plainly

a contradi6tion. And can you, fir, prove that it is

not the true account ? If you can, I really think there

is nothiHg too hard for you.

But even though it were not
Impojfible in

Itfelf,
that

the human nature, as fuch, fhould be morally corrupt

and fmful ; yet, as it is the work of God, it muft

certainly be pure from all finful ftain. You will

tell me, perhaps, that it is not the work of God : but

furely all nature, without exception, is his work.

However, you infift upon it, that the firft man cor

rupted himfelf, and all thofe who defcend from him

in the courfe of nature. But what, I befeech you,

is the courfe of nature? Without God it is nothing.

By the powerful will of God all things were made :

and that will is as needful for their prefervatlon^ as it

was for their produftion.
&quot; Hitherto the Almighty

worketh :&quot; his energy is felt throughout the univerfe,

and the courfe of nature is the
effeft of that energy.

Summer



Summer and winter, feed-time and harveft, the fuc-

ceflive generations of plants and animals, with all the

infinite variety of events which take place in the na

tural world All thefe are the rcfult
of that divine

operation which never ceafes. Adam could never

have left any pofterity, if he had not been empowered

by the will of God to propagate his fpecies. If,

then, he communicated ?L finful nature to his children,

he was empowered by the divine will fo to do. The

truth is, eveiy child receives its being and its nature

from God, who conveys it by the inftrumentality* of

the parents ; and the divine energy is as much con

cerned in producing the nature of every child which

is born, as. it was in producing the nature of the firft

man. Suppofe this energy to ceafe^
and you cer

tainly cannot imagine the courfe of nature to continue.

Seeing, then, the human nature is the work of GW,

it cannot be a finful nature. And it is worthy of

your confideration, fir, that the bible tells us it is

the

* If a man has done an a&ion which is fiuful, it

cannot be denied that he was empowered by the divine

will fo to do : yet furely he dares not affirm, that,

with refpcft to this finful aftion, he was nothing more

than the inftrument in God s hand. It depends on a

man whether the nature of his actions (hall be finful or

otherwife. It depends not on him, whether the nature

of his children (hall be finful or otherwife. The na

ture of his aclion is his own work ; the nature of his

child is God s work.
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the exprefs
will of God, that the human nature fhould

befucb as it is : bccaufe it acquaints us, that, c,fier

the
flood^

this command was delivered,
&quot; be fruitful

and
multiply.&quot;

The doctrine of election and reprobation aflerts

that, while a fmall part of mankind was, from eter

nity, predejlinated to enjoy everlafting happinefs in

the heavenly world, -the greater part by far was alfo

predejhnated} by the fame gracious God, to furTtr

everlafting torments in hell fire.

That any man, whofe underftanding is not en

tirely ruined, fliould believe this doctrine, would be

to me a matter of the greateft aftoniftiment, if I

were not yet more aftonifhed to think, that it is be

lieved by fome who do really venerate their maker.

If it doth not carry its own refutation along with
it,

it muft be owned there is little hope of its being re

futed.-&quot; However, I would obferve two things in

relation to it. Firft, that if any one were about to

utter the mod horrid blafphemy againft the ever

blefled God, he would be put to it to invent any

thing worfe, in kind, than what is contained in this

doctrine. Should he take the hint from it to affirm,

that God predeftinated all the creatures which he

bath made, or in future will make, to fuffer ever

lafting torments : this would be only a greater degree

of the fame kind of blafphemy. In the next place, I

would take notice, that, when you fay,
u

although
&quot; the great God hath, prior to their cxiftence, pre-

B deflinated



&quot;

dejiinated and decreed the greateft part of mankind
&quot; to fuffer everlafting torments in hell, he is, never-

cc
thelefs, infinitely good and gracious.&quot;

I have good

reafon to think, that your heart
recoi!s&amp;gt;

and
flatly

denies what you utter with your tongue, though you

Jlrive hard to believe it. I afk you, ferioufly, fir, is

not fuch the fat ? And do not you impute it to the

natural wickcdnefi of your heart ? I have no defire

that you fhould anfwer me : but you will not do

amifs, perhaps, in Delivering your anfwer to him

who made you^ and made you what you are ; that you

might naturally fhudder at this horrid tenet, as ycu

naturally jliuddsr at the moft atrocious and fhockir.g

ci iines.

The doffrine of the fatisfaftion is this
;

that Cbrifr.

died In the room c.nl fttad of fmners, fuffering a

punifhment equivalent to what was due to them, and

thereby fatisfied the law and juftice of God. Now
what do we underfland by thefc word?, punifhment,

law, juftice ? Pain and punijliment feem to be v^ry

different things. The brute animals faffer^
but are

net puniftied : for then, only, is a being punifhed,

when he fuffers for fin charged upon Lim. Law, in

the prefept cafe, I take it to be an authoritative editfy

prefcribing to, and enjoining upon, its own fubjefts

right conduct, and denouncing a penalty againft dif-

obedience. Juflice is the fame as righteoufnefs j it

is eternal and immutable. Whatever is juft and

right, is fuch in its own nature, it was always fuch,

and
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and fuch it muft remain for ever. Likewife, what

ever is unjuft and wrong, is fo in itfelf, eternally and

immutably. The great God, who is omnifcient,

kno,vs all that is right or wrong: and he, of his

abundant goodnds, hath made us capable of the fame

knowledge, asfar as is needful and properfor us. He
hath made us thus capable, in that he hath made us

reafonable beings. As fuch, we underftand and know,

that, to practice obedience to our maker s will, is

right. We understand and know, it is right for a

chiM, who has it in his power, to relieve and fupport

an aged parent in diftrefs. And if a perfon return

evil for good, we underftand and know this to be

wrong. And whatever it be which reafon pronounces,

with the fame clearnefs, to be either juft or unjufu

fuch it is. Every man muft grant this, unlefs he will

grant he has no reafon to think that to be juft or un

juft, which yet he does think to be fo : I mean every
man wfcb allows the exiflence of juftice and injuftice

There was always a rig^n r
nefs proper for eyery

rational being exifting, or defigncd to exnu - v_.

the ever blefled deity faw, and contemplated from

everlafting. This is what I understand by eternal

and immutable juftice.
It is founded on the circum-

Jiances and relations of beings. To inftance among

ourfelves of the human race : Should a man be

either a father or a fon, his being fo related as he is,

makes it juft and right for him to do what does not

belong to a perfon who is without children, or who

has loft his parents. So riches, knowledge, wit, and

B 2 power,
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power, make a certain conduct to be juft and right

for their feveral pofTeiTors, which cannot be right for

perfons differently circwrjlanccd. We have now, I

believe, got the true meaning of the terms in quef-

tion. But if law be fuch as hath been faid, how fhall

its demands be fatisfied ? It is exceeding plain, that

they never can otherwife than by a compliance with

what is demanded. The law requires of its own

JubjecJs this alternative,
&quot;

oley, or fuffer the
penalty&quot;

Now, in either cafe, there is compliance, and, confe-

quently fatisfi&fion.
But if they neither oley, nor

Juffcr
the penalty, there is no compliance, and, confe-

quently, no
fatisfaflion. Itfignifles nothing to fay, that

fome perfon obeyed in theirftcad, or fufFered in their

ftead. Neither the obedience nor the fufFering of this

perfon is what the law demands : earh is Something

elfe
: it is no compliance, and therefore cannot befatif-

fa&ion. If you were to require one thing of me, and

I were to give you another, it conW npvpr HP. fridthat

I had fat***&quot; * ^ nand Tou
-&amp;gt;

indeed
&amp;gt;

may be fa-

tisfied with fomething difFerent from what you re

quired : you may be changed. But, if the law be

changed, it will not be the law which we are confider-

ing. Indeed, it was never fuppofed to be changed.

It fhould be remembered, however, that nothing can

be more extravagant than to affirm any law to be

fatisfied)
while its demands remain

unfatisfied
: and

that thefe can only be fatisfied by a compliance with

what is demanded : and that, as the obedience and

fufferings of Chrift are nofuch compliance with what

the
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the law of God demands, (which is the obedience or

fuffering of its ownfubjefts) therefore Chrift batb not

fatisfied the law of God, in the room and ftead of

ilnners.

And that juftice cannot be fatisfied by the vicarious

punifhment of an innocent perfon, is fufficiently evi

dent from this one confideration that juftice abfo-

lutely forbids to punifh the innocent. This you ac

knowledge, when you fay (in regard to ficknefs and

pain) that infants would not be punt/hed^ if they were

not guilty. However, you fay, that as Chrift con

fented to endure punifhment, that confent
rendered

him in jufllce puni/heble. Did it then take away his

innocence ? Did it render him properly criminal? If

not j how then could it make him punifhable ? Will

you affirm, that it is in the nature of fuch confent fo

to do? And that any one who
confents

to be punifhed,

isptauj/kakU in juftice? Sure you will not. But if

you do, I muft contradict you, and declare, that a

being is not punifhable on account of his confent^ but

only on account of his crime. It is really wonderful,

that people (hould imagine juftice might befatisfed by

what is a violation of juftice.

With tefpecl: to the doclrine of imputed righteouf-

nefs, (viz.) that the righteoufnefs of Chrift is imputed
to men, fo as to become their righteoufnefs ; I would

obferve, that to impute or reckon to me what is not

mine, is wrong imputation, or wrong reckoning ; it is

declaring a thing to be what it is not. Moreover, it

B is



is impofTible to make that right conduct which I never

pcrfor?ncd, to become truly minc^ merely by declaring

it fo to be. Suppofe a perfon in great affliction be

by fome other perfon relieved, and made eafy and

happy ; and fuppofe it fhould be generally reported

that you relieved this diftrefTed perfon, when you are

confcious that you have not done it : it is then im

puted and reckoned to you : but it is a wrong im

putation ; and it is plainly and utterly impofTible that

this deed fhould become your deed. Let who will

declare it fo to be, the matter is not altered hereby ;

and fuch declaration muft inevitably be untrue.

There are fome who underftand this doctrine fomc-

what differently from what I have defined it to be ;

but you, fir, I think, do not. Indeed, I take yours

to be the true and proper idea of the doctrine : for

if a perfon only derive benefit from Chrift s righteouf-

nefs, there is no imputation in the cafe *.

I really fhudder to reflect on the counterpart of

this doctrinethe imputation of the fins of men to

the blefled fdn of God. But if you be a confiftent

believer in imputed righteoufncfs, you miift believe

in fuch imputation of fins. Indeed, I hope you are

not confiftent ; for, if you be, you can have no

objection

* You believe (if I do not mifunderftand you) that

if a man be approved of God, it is not on account of

bis o^wn rrgbteoufnefs, but on account of the righteoufnefs

of Chrift, with which the man is adorned, as with a

glorious robe.
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objection to that horrid aflertion, which I dare fay

you are not unacquainted with (viz.J that the great

God turned away his face from his expiring fon as

from an abominable objeft. This tenet is by no means

compatible with the idea of the innocent enduring

puniftiment inftead of the guilty : but I am not fur-

prifed at the inconfiftency.

Yet all thefe doctrines, you think, are warranted

by the word of God. And do you really think, fir,

that the facred word can warrant fuch doctrines as

thefe ? I think myfelf well authorifed to declare

them abfurd, impoffible, impious and, therefore,

falfe.
If you deny the charge, you fhould prove the

contrary : which if you do, you will perform great

and eminent fervice for the caufe in which you are

embarked. Till this is effected, either by you or

fomebody elfe, I muft think it is not doing the word

of God much real honour, to fay, as you do, that

thefe doctrines are not only warranted by it, but are

the principal and moft excellent doctrines which it

delivers to us. I fincerely blefs God, that he hath

taught me to put a much better, and a more natural

interpretation upon his word, which has been la

mentably obfcured by the glofles of both ill-meaning

and well-meaning perfons. And, as I efteem the

revelation which God has given us in the fcriptures

to be an invaluable treafure, I am very forry to fee it

fo fadly perverted, as to be made to countenance

opinions which are a reproach to religion. Such

opinions
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opinions (pardon me, fir,) I muft hear, and little

elfe, if I attend upon your miniftry. I muft hear the

moft unworthy and degrading reprefentations of the

glorious deity, and, what is, {till worfe, I muft hear

injuftice and cruelty charged indirectly upon him

who is perfectly juft and infinitely benevolent. I

muft hear another, reprefented as equal to him who is

declared to be &quot; the ONLY true God
;&quot;

and who

himfelfhath, in his own perfon, faid &quot; lam God,

and there is none elfe.&quot; I muft hear prayers, (in

which I would not join for the whole world) wherein

penitent confeffion is made to him who created and

formed us of a fmful nature^ and a heart naturally

f.dl of wickednefs : I muft hear this confeffion, inftead

of a devout thankfgiving for thofe intelligent and

moral faculties, whereby we are made capable of re

ligious and heavenly felicity. And I muft hear praife

and thanks afcribed to the ever blefled God, for fatis-

fying juftice by that which his foul muft utterly

abhor by the punijhment of his holy, and innocent,

and beloved fon, &c. &c. Sir, I am Jhocked and

grieved to hear thefe things.

I have a little more to add, and I have done. I

cannot help obferving a very remarkable difference

between your preaching, and that of many whofe

principles are a good deal fimilar to your own. Thefe

perfons judging, that although men are naturally

corrupt, they are moral agents ftill ; and judging,

moreover, that th? gofpel hath revealed nothing more

plainly



plainly than this truth ;
&quot; that the prefent ftate is a

&quot; ftate of trial and difcipline, having refpecl: to

&amp;lt;c another ftate, where we are to be dealt with, ac-

&amp;lt;c

cording to our behaviour in this
;&quot; they do gene

rally explain and enforce thofe duties which are re

quired of us, infifting on the various arguments and

motives drawn from the nature of things, as well as

thofe peculiar to the gofpel. Now, it is true, fir, I

have heard you acknowledge, that the prefent ftate

is a (late of trial ; but your preaching totally excludes

this truth : for you deny the moral agency of

mankind ; affirming, that men are no more able to

do any thing truly good^ than a dead corpfe
is able to

arife and walk ; and one great part of your bufmefs

is to defcribe the mifery and Jitifulnefs
of this which

yrui r:\\\ our natural Jlnte- Inftead of COUnfelling

your hearers (as was the.apoftle Paul s manner) to

4C labour that they may be accepted of God : becaufe

cc we muft all appear before the judgment-feat of
&quot;

Chrift, that every one may receive the things done
&quot; in his body, according to what he hath done,
&quot; whether it be good or bad :&quot; you tell them that,

if they have the fmalleft portion si true grace (which,

you aver to be fovereign, /. e. arbitrary) they (hall

certainly be faved ; but if they are never fo happy as

to be made partakers of this grace (which, being

fovereign, doth not at all depend upon any thing they
can do) they muft

inevitably be loft. That is thofe

who are loft, are loft for want ofgrace -,
and not be

caufe
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caufe they did the evil which they might have avoided

and omitted to do the good which they might have

done*. You tell them, further, that they muft never

expect to recommend themfelves to God by any thing

they can perform. A piece of doctrine which doth not

fcem to correfpond very well, either with the pafTage

juft quoted, or with the exhortation of the fame zpoftle,

addreffed to the Theffalonians, as follows &quot; We
&quot; befeech you, brethren, and exhort you by the lord

*
Jefus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought

&quot; to walk, and to pleafe God, fo ye would abound

more and more.&quot; And yet it muft be owned, that

you exprcfs great difapprobation of the conduct of

fuch as think to be accepted of God, without the

practice of what is good. I look upon this as a very

happy inconfiftenry, refulting from the principles of

that nature, which (however you may depreciate and

vilify it) is the excellent workman/hip of God, his rich

and invaluable gift.

A manner of preaching fo very oppofite to this

leading doctrine of the gofpel that we (hall be dealt

with according to our behaviour in the prefent flate

of trial and
difcipline appears to me fo contrary to

the intention of preaching, that it is not likely I

fhould

* You may poffibly fay, with fome, that wicked

men can abflain from evil, and do good, if they w/7/;

while yet you affirm they cannot will. &quot;But furely a

man cannot do what he cannot w/V/ to do. To tell him

he can, is to infult him.
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mould receive much benefit from it :

efpecially it is

not
likely, as I confider it liable to the

preceding

objection?.

And now, fir, I have given you my rcafons for

non-attendance upon your miniftry. It is not be-

caufe I have a
dijlike

to public worfhip. So far from

it, I cannot help thinking it a misfortune to be thus

debarred from what I efteem a great and defirable

privilege. I mould rejoice to join with my fellow-

chriftians in fuch worfhip as I think agreeable to the

true fpirit of chriflianity : but were I to join with

you, I fliould, in m.iny inflances^ wrong my confci-

ence : and in barely giving attendance, I cannot

avoid being hurt, more or Icfs, by what I hear.

When I do attend, I endeavour to make the moft of

what I approve, join in the wormip where I can,

and pay a particular regard to your fmcerity and up

right meaning. If it mould be afked, why I attended

conftantly fo long ; I did if, becaufe I was afraid of

fetting a bad example, or rather what might be fo

conftrued. But, on further confideration, there

feems no great reafon to fear this, as it is well known,
that I do not make the day a day of phafure : and I

hope, and am perfuaded, that my abfence is not

fufpecled to proceed from a difregard to religion.

In this letter, fir, I have not fcrupled to declare

my fcntiments of your opinions with a great deal of

franknefs : you may pofiibly think, too much. But
the cafe required it, And I doubt not you would

have
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have been as free with my principles, if you had

written to me on the
fubjeift. I had in view the

honour of God, and the chriflian religion, as well as

the
j
unification of my own condu6l. I afliire you,

that I neither intended, nor do intend, any thing like

hoftility : for, however much I may think you

?//?# v&amp;lt;v7,
as a man I efteem and refpe6l you ; and

have not defigncdly failed to fiew my refpeft upon

proper occafions, when you were either prefent or

abfent. I now beg leave to offer you my beft

wifhes, and fubfcribe myfelf,

Reverend fir,

Your real friend,

and verv humble fervant.



EXHORTATION
TO ALL

CHRISTIAN PEOPLE,

TO REFRAIN FROM

TRINITARIAN WORSHIP,

We preach unto you, that ye fhould turn unto the

LIVING GOD, who made heaven and earth and the

fea, and all things that are therein, Afts xiv. 15.



ADVERTISEMENT.

In the following addrefs, great ufe is made cf a tratt

entitled^
&quot; A free and ferious addrefs to the chriflian

laityy efpecially thofey who, being of Unitarian fevti-

mentSy conform to trinltarian
worjhip&quot; which is

afcribed to Mr. Toulmin, of Taunton. The words

of other authors, as quoted by that uriter, are
alfo

in

jbme places adopted^ without any reference being made

to them.

[ Re-printed from the fecond edition, 1789. ]



PREFACE
TO THE

SECOND EDITION,

THE writer of the following addrefs is unwilling
to let a fecond edition of it appear, without attempt

ing to point out the inconfiftency of thofe who have

txprefled their approbation of the fentiments it con

tains, whilfr. they continue to join in trinitarian wor-

fhip. It was not drawn up fo much with the view of

expofing the errors of the bock of Common-prayer,
as of prevailing upon you, who are fenfible of thofe

errors, to difcontinue the ufc of devotional forms,

which you look upon as inconfiftent with the fcrip-

tures. Be intreated, brethren, carefully and ferioufly

to review the confiderations which are laid befoje you
in this little tract. Carry in your minds, whilft you
are reading it, that you are the perfons principally ad-

drefled. Apply every argument for religion is a

perfonal concern apply every argument to yourfehts.

Examine them
carefully, and inquire if you can be

juftified in treating them with neglect. Do not

trifle with yourfelves. Beware of admitting any vain

plea, as a fuificient apology for your acting incon-

A 2 fiftentJy
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fiftently with your convictions. Will you fay that

you are advanced in life that your habits are fixed

that it is too late for you to think of forfaking the

ways to which you have been accuftomed from your

infancy ? And do you really think that fuch an excufe

will be admitted by the great fearcher of hearts ? An
excufe for what ? For acting as an hypocrite, and for

fupporting thofe grofs corruptions of the gofpel which

rob it of its beautiful fimplicity, and prove an infur-

mountabie flumbling-block in the way of unbelievers

of every denomination. If fuch an apology will

acquit you, it will acquit the greateft firmer upon

earth j for fuch an one can plead that his habits are of

too long a {landing for him to root them up. The

fact, however, is, that this confideration, inftead of

txcufing him, will ferve to aggravate his guilt and

increafe his punimment. Trifle, therefore, no longer

no longer confefs the truth in words, whilft in

actions you deny it : aflert the fairnefs and fimplicity

of your characters. Let the promife of our lord to

thofe difciples who fhould act a confiftent part, ani

mate you to furmount the difficulties which lie in your

way.
&quot; He that findeth his life lhall lofe it, and he

that lofeth his life for my fake fhall find it.&quot; Matt. x.

39. In the prefent happy times, the friends of the

truth have not thofe dreadful hardfhips to encounter,

which in former days fell to the portion of thofe who

flood forth in oppofition to p^ ailing errors. But

ftill, if you act agreeably to your convictions, you
mufl
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muft expe5t to meet with fome reproach and oppofi-

tion. &quot; In the world we muft have tribulation : but

let us be of good cheer : our lord hath overcome the

world.&quot; Let his example encourage us. Let us be

neither terrified &amp;lt;from bearing an unwavering tefti-

mony to the truth, nor irritated againft thofe who may
condemn us. Ere long they may become our firmeft

friends. And if it be otherwife, let us not render

evil for evil, or
railing for railing, but contrariwife

blefling in meeknefs inftructing thofe that oppofe

themfelvcs. This is by no means inconfiftent with

the moft determined zeal for the truth. Let us always

remember that it is not the men^ but their errors, that

we are to oppofe. Of the men, let us endeavour to

think as charitably as poffible. Let us avoid putting
the moft unfavourable conftruction even upon their

heat and violence. Let us not be ever ready to im

pute that behaviour to mere malice, which may really

fpring from a fmcere attachment to what they believe

to be the truth. One fhould hope that the violence

of perfecutors may fometimes be afcribed to the

miftakes of the head, and not to the
depravity of the

heart. I truft that fome of thofe who would draw
the fword againft us on earth, will rejoice to meet us

in heaven.

But whilft you exercife the greateft candour to

wards thofe who differ from you, permit me to recom
mend it to you to take every opportunity of attempt

ing to correct their errors, and to give them jufter

A 3 notions
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notions of the chriflian religion. You, who have

been educated conformifls, muft enjoy many oppor

tunities of doing this, which do not fall in the way
of thofe whofe connexions naturally lie among dif-

fcnters from the eftablifhed church. You likewifc

are better able to enter into the feelings of church

men than they are, and can afford a more unequivocal

evidence, that a regard to truth, and to confiftency Of

character, has really fome practical influence upfln

your own minds.

And whilft you are thus exerting yourfclves let the

excellence of your conduct be anfwerable to the

warmth of your zeal. Thofe who greatly intereil

themfelves in matters of religion, are always watched

by the world with the moft critical exactnefs, and are

expected to live under the influence of that
religion^

about which they appear fo much concerned. Let

your light, then, fo fhine before]men, that they, feeing

your good works, may glorify your father who is in

heaven.

AN



A N

EXHORTATION
TO REFRAIN FROM

TRINITARIAN WORSHIP.

&quot;MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN,

IT is upon a matter of great importance that I am

now about to addrefs you. I truft you will pay all

poflible attention to what I am going to fay. May
God almighty give you a ferious, unprejudiced mind!

May he open your eyes to the truth as delivered by

the blefied Jefus ! May he enable you to obey the

dictates of your conferences, and to follow your ho

noured and beloved matter, through evil report, or

through good report, through life or through death !

It is under a fenfe of the prefence of the great God

and, I truft, with a view to his honour and glory, that

I now exhort you to turn from the worfhip of thofe

who are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth,

and to confine your religious homage to that ONE

GOD, THE FATHER, of whom are all things*.

You know, my brethren, it was foretold by the

apoftles, that there fhould be a great falling away

from the fimplicity of Chrift, and that the gofpel,

that

? I Cor. viii. 5.
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that precious jewel, fhould be greatly tarniflied, in

pafling through the polluted hands of men. Their

prophecy was remarkably fulfilled. Chriftianity was

quickly disfigured. It was but about two hundred

and
fifty years ago, that thofe doctrines which we

term the errors of popery, were firmly held by almofl

all the chriftian church : and when our forefathers

began to difcover their miftakes, the corruptions of

chriftianity had gained fo firm a footing, and had

been eftablifhed fo many hundred years, that old

gofpel truths were looked upon by moft men as mere

novelties, and nothing was more common than for

the catholics to cry out upon the proteftants*
&quot; Where was your do&rine before Luther arofe ?

Where was your church before king Edward s

days r
It was not to be expeSed, that men (hould at

once obtain an unclouded view of
chriftianity ; that

they fhould at once fee through all the errors which
had been colle&ing together for more than a thoufand

years. Accordingly, though (in the midft of much
infult and oppofition) they removed a great deal of

rubbifh from the fair gofpel building, they fuffered no
fmall quantity to remain : though they attacked, with

all their might, one fpecies of
idolatry, they drained

every nerve to fupport another, perfecuting unto death

thofe who would worfhip no other being than the

one GOD and Father of all. So
generally has the

dodrine of three eternal perfons -(each of whom is

faid



faid to be God) been received, even by protedants,

that I mould not wonder if fome of you, my friends,

for want of knowing better, fhould follow the ex

ample of the catholics, and charge u?, who deny that

doctrine, with introducing novelties : though it has

been proved, to&amp;lt; the fatisfaction of many worthy

chriftians, that the body of believer~s, for the fpace of

more than two hundred years after Chrift, held that

the Father only is GOD, and that the lord Jefus was

nothing more than his highly favoured fon and mef-

fenger*. This is very different from the doctrine of

the church of Rome, of England, or of Scotland,

How widely thefe churches have deviated from the

faith of the holy fcriptures, as well as from the

practice of Jefus and his apoftles, with regard to re

ligious worfhip, you will be able to form fome judg

ment from the following contrail.

* The heads of the argument to prove this point,

may befeenin a little pamphlet, entitled,,
&quot; A general

view of the arguments for the unity of God, and againfl

the divinity and pre- exigence of Chrift, from reafon,

from the fcriptures, and from
hiftory.&quot;

But thofe who

wifli to fee the quelUon fully canvafTed, will perufe the

controverfy between Dr. Prieflley and Dr. Horfley, &c.

DIRECTIONS



DIRECTIONS relative to tie OBJECT of worjhip,

with fpecimtns of PRAYERS of devout WISHES,

Found in the CHRISTIAN

SCRIPTURES.
&quot;

Thou, when thou

prayeft, pray to thy FA

THER, who is in fecret,

and thy FATHER, who

feeth in fecret, fliall re

ward thee openly. After

this manner, therefore,

pray ye: Our FATHER,
who art in heaven.&quot;

Matt. vi. 6, 9. Luke

ix. 2.

&quot;

Jefus faith the hour

cometh, and now is, when

the true wcrfliippers fhall

worfliip the FATHER in

fpirit and in truth, for

the FATHER feeketh fuch

*o worfhip HIM.&quot; John
iv. 23. See alfo John

Found in the BOOK of

COMMON PRAYER,
and in the writings of

PRESBYTERIANS and

other DISSI.NTERS.
&quot; The catholic faith is

this, that we worfhip one

God in trinity and tri

nity in unity. Athanafian

creed.

&quot; Then likewife the

minifter fhall fay, Glory
be to the Father, and to

the fon, and to the holy

ghoft; Anfwer, As it

was in the beginning, is

now, and ever {hall
be&amp;gt;

world without end*.&quot;

Morning fervice.
&quot; Above all things, ye

muft give moft humble

*
Pope Damafus is faid to have decreed, in a Roman

council, that glory to the Father, and to the fon, and

to the holy ghoft, fhould be faid or fung at the end of

the pfalms. This was in the latter part of the fouitli

century.



From tie Scriptures. From the Com. Prayer^ &c.

xiv. 13, 14. xv. 16. and hearty thanks to

xvi. 23. God the Father, the Ton

&amp;lt;c I bow my knees and the holy ghofl, for

unto the FATHKR of the redemption of the

our lord Jefus Chrift, of world, &c.&quot; Communion

WHOM the whole family fervice.

in heaven and earth is &quot; It is very meet^
named.&quot; Eph. iii. 14, right, and our bounden

15- duty? that we fhould, at

&quot;

Giving thanks al- all times and in all

ways, for all things unto places, give thanks unto

GOD, even the FAT HER, thee, O Lord ! almighty

in the name of our lord and everlafting God, who

Jefus Chrift.&quot; Eph. v. art one God, one lord ;

20. See alfo ch. ii. 18. not one only perfon, but

Rom. xy. 6. Col. i. 3, three perfins, in one fub-

12. ch. iii. 17. James fiance. For that which

iii. 9. i Pet, i. 17*. we believe of the glory of

* It is faid, Heb. i. 6. te when he bringeth in the

&quot;

firft begotten into the world, he faith, and let alj
* the angels of God worfhip him :&quot; and we read of

particular perfons worfhipping our lord. But it is

well known that by the term wor/bip is not always
meant religious adoration. It is frequently ufed to

defcribe thofe marks of refpedl which are paid to great

characters. Some of the perfons who are faid to have

worlhipped Jefus, (Matt. viii. and ix. 18.) were jews.

Now the jews paid religious worlhip to GOD only.

Indeed
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From the Scriptures, From the Cim. Prayer9 &c.

&quot; At that time Jefus father, the fame* we be-

anfwered and faid, I thank lieve of the fon, and of

thee, O FATHER, lord the holy ghoft, without

of heaven and earth, be- any difference or inequa-

caufe THOU haft hid thefe
lity.&quot; Upon the feaft of

things from the wife and trinity^

Indeed I mould imagine that few trinitarians them-

{^Ives will aflert that at the period when the leper or

the ruler worfhipped (or made obeifance to) Jefus, the

doctrine of his deity was publicly taught. Confe-

quently that worlhip had nothing in it of a religious

nature.
(

It is faid, i Chron. xxiv. 20. &quot; All the congrega-
&amp;lt;f tion worlhipped the lord and the king :&quot; and in

Danielii.46.
&quot; that Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face

&quot; and ivorjhipped Daniel, and commanded that they
f&amp;lt; mould offer an oblation (or prefent) and fweet odours

te unto him,&quot; as a mark of refpeft, agreeable to the

eaftern method of doing perfons honour. Jefus alfo,

fpeaks of a fervant who fell down before his mailer, and

ivorjbipped \\irn. Matt, xviii. 26. When therefore we

read that the leper wcrftnpped Jefus that his difciples,

upon his afcenlion, worfhipped him, &c. it is reafon-

able to underhand it as meaning nothing more, than

that they did him homage, as a great character, or as

a divine prophet. You will be confirmed in this, upon

finding that all their religious addreffes were direfted to

the one GOD, the Father of Jefus.
* If ye loved me, faid the lord Jefus to his difciples,

ye would rejoice, becaufe I faid, I go unto- the Father :

for^y Father is GREATER than /. John xiv. 28.
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From the Scriptures.

prudent, and haft revealed

them unto babes : even

fo FATHER, for fo it

Deemed good jn THY

fight.&quot; Matt. xi. 25,

26. Luke x. 21.

And hefell on his

face and prayed, faying,

O MY FATHER, if it be

poflible let this cup pafs

from me : neverthelefs

not as /will but as THOU

wilt.&quot; Matt. xxvi. 39.

See Mark xiv. 36. Luke

xxii. 42. xxiii. 34. 46.
&quot; And Jefus lift up his

eyes and (aid, FATHER I

thank tht-c that THOU
haft heard me.&quot; John xi.

41.
&quot; Now is my foul

troubled, and what (hall

1 fay, FATHER favc me
from this hour ? b;it for

this caufe came I unto

this hour. FATHER, glo

rify thy name.&quot; John xii,

27, 28.

B

From the Com. PrayerJ&c*
&quot;

Religious worlhip is

to be given to God the

father, the fon, and the

holy ghoft ; and to him

alone.&quot; The Afimblfs

confef. offaith) ch. 21.

&quot; The fecond part of

prayer is adoration, and

it contains (r.) A men

tion of his nature as God ;

and this includes his moft

original properties and

perfections : his
unity of

eflencc, that there is no

other God befides him :

his inconceivable fubfift-

ancc in three pcrfons, the

father, the fon, and the

holy fpirit; which myf-

tery of the trinity is a

moft proper objecl: cf our

adoration and wonder

fince it fo much furpafles

our underftandino-.&quot;..o
l^aitis Guide to prayer^

p. 6.

u We mu{l give ho

nour to three perfons in
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From the Scriptures.

&quot;

Holy FATHER, keep,

through thine own name,

thofe whom THOU haft

,ivcn me.&quot; John xvii.

II. See alfo John xvii.

i&amp;gt;3&amp;gt;5&amp;gt; *3&amp;gt;

2
4-&amp;gt;

2
5&amp;gt;

and

Acts iv. 24, &c.

&quot; Blefled be GOD,

even the FATHER of our

lord Jefus Chrift, the

FATHER of mercies and

the GOD of all comfort,

who comforteth us in all

our tribulation.&quot; 2 Cr.

j, 3. See alfo Eph. i.

3-
&quot; Blefled be the GOD

and FATHER of our lord

Jefus Chrift, who, ac

cording to his abundant

mercy, hath begotten us

again unto a lively hope,

by the refurrection of

Jefus Clirift from the

dead.&quot; i Peter i. 3*

From the Com. PrayerJ3c.

the godhead diftincily:

to the Father, the fon, and

the holy ghoft.&quot; Henry s

Method of prayer.
&quot; Thou art the king of

glory, O Chrift. Thou

art the everlafling fon of

the Father.&quot;
&quot; We

therefore pray thee to

help thy fervants, whom

thou haft redeemed with

thy precious blood.

Make them to be num

bered with thy faints in

glory everlafting.&quot;
Te

&quot; O God the fon, re

deemer of the world, have

mercy upon us miferable

fmners.

O God the holy

ghoft, proceeding from

the father and the fon,

have mercy upon us mife-

r^ble fmners.

* V/e read, Ads vii. $9. that &quot;

they Honed Stephen

calling (ufoaGodis not in the original) and faying,

Lord Jefus receive &quot; my fpirit,&quot;
or breath of life, as

if



From the Scriptures.

&quot;

According to the

will of GOD, the FA

THER, to whom be glory

for ever and ever/ Gal.

i. 4, 5.

&quot; Now unto GOD,
even our FATHER, be

glory for ever and ever.&quot;

Phil. iv. 10.

&quot; Now unto the king

eternal, immortal, invifi-

ble, the only wife GOD,
be honour and glory for

ever and ever.&quot; i Tim.

i. 17. See alfo Matt. vi.

13. Luke ii. 14. Rom.

From the Com. Prayer , C5V.

O holy, bleiled, and

glorious trinity, three per-

fons and one God, have

mercy upon us miferab

fmners.

&quot; Whom thou haft re

deemed with thy moft

precious blood. By the

myftery of thy holy incar

nation ; by thy holy nati

vity and circumcifion ; by

thy baptifm, falling and

temptation ; by thy agony
and bloody fweat ; by thy

crofs and paflion ; by thy

precious death and burial ;

if he had faid,
&quot;

accept this facrifice of my life which
&quot; I lay down for thy fake.&quot; Stephen had juft feen

the heavens opened, and the fon of man Handing at

the right hand of God. The impreffion made by fo

grand a fpe&acle would not quickly wear off. Is it

wonderful then that he mould addrefs that fon of man ?

When we are in fimilar circumstances, it is to be pre-

fumed that we may do the fame. Paul fays to Timothy,
i Tim. i. 12. &quot; I thank Jcfus Chrift our lord.&quot; But

we may exprefs oar thankful nefs towards any abfent

friend and benefactor, without diredlly addreffing,

much more without worfliipping, that friend.

B 2
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From the Scriptures. From the Com. Prayer^ dsV.

i. 25. xi. 33, 36. xvi. by thy glorious refurreo

25, 27. 2 Cor. xi. 31. tion and afcenfion ; and

Eph. iii. 20, 21. i Tim. by the coming of the holy

vi. 14, 15, 16. i Peter ghoft.

v. 10, ii. Jude 24, 25,
&quot; Son of God we bc-

Rev. iv. 8, 1 1. vii. 1 1, feech thee to hear us.

12.* O Iamb of God, that

u Grace be to you and takeft away the fins of the

peace from GOD, our world, have mercy upon

* There are in fciipture a few afcriptions of praife

and glory to the lord J^fus, 2 Peter iii. 8. Rev. i. 5,

6. v. 9, u, 12, 13. vii. 9, 10. but not one, as if he

were the great God. Indeed, they are not dttdreffed to

him, as if he were fuppofed to be prefent, except in the

Revelation, c. v. and vii. where he is reprefented as

being aclually before the angels who addrefs him. It

fhould alfo be obferved that he is there addre/Ied as the

lamb that was Jlain, as a creature capable of dying,

which can never be faid of the eternal, unchangeable

Jehovah. Indeed, they addrefs him as a Being entirely

diitinft from God ;
&quot; thou wall ilain, and haft redemed

us to God.&quot; v. 9. If he be joined with God in this

aft of praife, it is no mere than David was. &quot; All

&quot; the congregation bowed down their heads, and wor-

&quot;

fhirpei the lord and the
king.&quot;

2 Chron. xxix. 20.

Honour will be due to the holy Jefus, but not reli

gious worfhip. Rom. ix. 5. maybe tranflated &quot; the

&quot; GOD over all (the fupreme GOD) be blcffed for

&amp;lt;(

ever.&quot;



r

From the Scriptures.

FATHER, and the lord

Jefus Chrift.&quot; Rom. i.

7-

ce
Grace, mercy, and

peace, from GOD, the

FATHER, and Jefus

Chrift our lord.&quot; i Tim.

i. 2.

&quot; Grace be with you,

mercy and peace from

GOD the FATHER, and

from the lord Jefus Chrift,

the fon of the FATHER,
in truth and love.&quot; 2

John 3.

u Grace be unto you,

and peace, from HIM who

is, and who was, and

who is to come ; and

from the feven fpirits*,

who are before the

throne and from Jefus

Chrift, who is the faith

ful witnefs, and the firft-

begotten from the dead,

From the Com. Prayer^ &c

us. O Chrift hear us.

Lord have mercy us.

Chrift have mercy upon

us. Lord have mercy

upon us. From our ene

mies defend us O Chrift.

O fon of David have

mercy upon us. GracU

oufly hear us, O Chrift ;

gi acioufly hear us, O lord

Chrift.&quot; Litany.
&amp;lt;c For thou only art

holy,- thou only art the

lord : thou only, O Chrift,

with the holy ghoft, art

moft high in the glory of

God the Father.&quot; Com

munion Service.

&amp;lt;c Now unto the king

eternal, immortal, invifi-

ble, the only wife God,
and our God in three per-

fons, father, fon, and holy

ghoft, be honour and glory,

dominion andpraife,hence-

* This expreflion {hews that this and the three pre

ceding pafTages Ihould be confidered only as pious

ivijbes and not prayers, for furely the writer would not

pray to the feven fpirits.
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the Scriptures.

and the prince of the

kings of the earth.&quot; Rev.

i. 4, 5. See alfo Rom.

xvi. 20, 24. i Cor. i. 3.

2 Cor. i. 2. xiii. 14.

Gal. i. 3. vi. 1 8. Eph.

1. 2. vi. 23. 24. Phil. i.

2. iv. 23. Col. i. 2. iv.

18. i ThefT. i. i.iii. 11.

12. v. 23,28. 2 Theff.

i. 2. ii. 16, 17. iii. 5.

16, 18. 2 Tim. i. 2, 18.

iv. 22. Titus i. 4. iii.

15. Phileiru iii. 25. Heb.

xiii. 20, 25. I Peter i. 2.

v. 10, 14. 2, Peter i, 2.

Jude 2. Rev. xxii. 21.

/V&amp;lt;:;H //; Cj?n. Prayer^ &c.

forth and forever. Amen.&quot;

Henry en Prayer.
&quot;

Through Jefus

Chrift our lord j to whom
with thee, O Father, and

thine holy fpirit, be ever-

lafting praifes.&quot; Dod-

drldge.

&quot;

Jcfus, my God, thy

blood alone,

Hath power fufficient to

atone.&quot;

Watts, Pf. 1. 51.
&quot; To God the Father,

God the fon,

And God the fpirir, three

in one,

Be honour, praife and

glory given,.

By all on earth and all ia

heaven.&quot;

Wattfs Doxology.

See alfo Pf. xix. long

metre, \er. 5, 6. pf. xlv

c. ex. cxviii. &c.

God the Father, God
the fon, and God the holy

ghoft, blefs, preferve and

keep you.&quot; Matrimony.
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BRETHREN, before I proceed, fuffer me to afk

you, if you have carefully confidered the paflagesr

which have been laid before you ? Have you read

them over with attention ? Have you endeavoured to

read them with impartiality ? Have you prayed to

almighty God, that he would not fuffer you to be

carried away by groundlefs prejudices that he would

open your eyes to his truth ?

Brethren, it is no trifling matter. It is a very fe-

rious queftion, whether we be to worfhip one divine

perfon, or three divine perfons one God,, or three

Gods. Have you, then, really perufed the above

contraft with that ferious attention, which the fub-

jec~l
calls for ? I do not pretend to have produced

every prayer, or devout wijh, or doxology to be met with

in the New Teftament. But I believe there are but

few, which are neither copied, nor referred to. One

fhoukf hope you will not think it too much trouble to&amp;gt;

turn to thofe places in your bible, to which you are

referred, and to thofe alfo, of which the words are

given, that you may be fatisfied one has quoted them,

fairly, and alfo felecled fuch as are proper fpecimens

of the whole. Suppofing that you have done this,

and are fatisfied ; permit me to inquire, if you do

not think, that there is a very Unking difference be

tween the fcripture plan of worfhip, and the church

of England plan* ? Do you not think that the lord

Jcfus

*
Though the church of England only is exprefsly

mentioned here, and in other places in this addrefs ;

yet
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Jefus and his apoftles prayed very differently from the

members of our efrablifhcd church ? Jefus and his

apoftles prayed to the FATHER, and to no other. He

who is guided by the Englifh liturgy, prays to God

the Father, God the fon, and God the holyghoft, to

&quot; the holy, blefled, and glorious trinity.&quot;
The former

worfhipped one being : the latter worfhipped three

perfons or beings f. The former, therefore, and

thofe

yet the fame obfervations which are made to mew that

it is the duty of Unitarians to leave that church, are

generally applicable to trinitarian churches among the

dijfentcrs*

f When trinitarians aiTert that the Father is God,

the fon God, and the holy ghoft God, they muftmean

that the terms father, fon, and holy ghoft, are three

different names of the fame being, or that they are ex-

preffive of three diftinft beings. If they mean that

they are only different names of the fame being, it is

difficult to fee in what refpedl they differ from unita-

rians, except in ufing a language, which is very liable

to be mifunderftood. But if they mean that the terms

Father, fon, and holy ghoft, are expreffive of three

dijlinft being* 3 each of whom is God, is it not undeni

able that they afTert the exiftence of THREE GODS ? It

is to no purpofe for them to fay, that they mean that

there are three perfons in the godhead ; for ftili the

queftion returns, What do you mean by the word per-

fon ? Do you mean that there are thrse names belong

ing to the godhead? Or do you ufe the wordper/bv, as

it is commonly ufcd, to fignify a diflinft being, or in

telligent agent?



thofe who follow their example, we may call

u
Unitarians,&quot; the latter we may be allowed to term,

&amp;lt;(

trinitarians.&quot; Does it not aifo appear, as if the

trinitarians paid religious adoration to a mortal man ?

For could GOD redeem us by his blood* ? Could the

eternal, unchangeable Jehovah, be born^ be circum*

cifed)
be baptized, be tempted, be in an agony and bloody

fweaty be crucified and fuffer? Could the immortal

ONE die and be buried^? And yet the Being, whom
in the

litany you addrefs, is a Being of whom this is

fpoken. But furely no fuch being is worshipped in

the holy fcriptures. The only being there adored,

is the King eternal, immortal invifiblc. Had our

heavenly Father defigncd that we fhculd worfhip a

God
theystf,

and a god the holy gboft^ would he not

have informed us of it in the bible ? Had he defigned

that

,.

* Neither Acts xx. 28. nor i John iii. 16. coun

tenance an idea fo fhocking, for there is the greateft

reafon to believe that Luke wrote it,
&quot; Feed the

church of the lord&quot; i. e. of the lord Jefus ; as it is

thus quoted by tlie moll antient diriilian writers. John

probably wrote, Herein we perceive love, in that he,

&c. (meaning Jefus.)

f The trinitarians, who addrefs Jefus Chrift in the

language of the litany, By the myftery of thy holy

incarnation, &c. mull addrefs him as man, or as God.

If as God, then they afTert that God was born, bled,

died, &c. If as man, then they coolly and deliberately

pray to a mere mortal.



that we fhould worfhip a trinity of Gods, would the

icriptures have been filent about it ? That we muft

worfliip the Father is plainly declared. But we have

neither precept, nor example, for going farther. On
the contrary, Jefus declares, that we muft worfhip

the Lord our GOD, and ferve him
&amp;lt;?;;/&amp;gt; *; and whom

he meant by the lord, appears plainly from his

directing his difciples to pray, faying,
&quot; OUR FA

THER, who art in heaven.&quot; May we not conclude

then, that the wcrfhip of two other pjrfons, is a merely

human invention, and fupported by merely human

authority ? But it is followed by the church of Eng
land. Upon this ground, I exhort you to leave the

church of England no longer to join in her reli

gious fervices no longer to countenance her tin-

fcriptural practices.

Worfhip the GOD of Jefus and his apoftles
-

worfhip the GOD of the bible worfhip that GOD

according to the dictates of your confciences Per

mit me to urge it upon you by the following eon-

iiderations :

FIRST CONSIDERATION. We ought to 0^ GOD
rather than man. Suppofe that almighty GOD ap

peared to you, and faid,
* c Thou (halt have no other

GODS but ME, for I the Lord thy GOD am a jealous

GOD.&quot; Suppofe that a mortal man appeared next,

and directed you to pray not only to GOD the Fa

ther, but to a God the fon, and a God the holy ghoft ;

ihould

* Matt, iv. 10.



(hould you hefitatc which to obey ? But what dif

ference is it, whether the Almighty appear in perfon

to you, or whether he inform you of his will by his

holy mefTengers and prophets? What difference is it,

whether one man or ten thoufand men, {land up in

oppofition to him ? The path of duty is equally

plain in both cafes. You cannot hefitate whom to

obey: you cannot hefitate whofe inftruclions to re-,

ceive. Shall they be your guides, who direct and re

quire you to pray to the Father, the fon, and the

holy ghoft, or be who hath told us, that true wor-

(nippers muft worlhip the FATHER ?

It matters not on what grounds men propofe their

rules, or convert their fentimcnts into a law; whether

they plead the honour of their redeemer ; whether

they infer their directions from the character he

fuftains ; or whether they plead the practice of

chriftiahs for feveral hundred years. If it appear to

us that they prefcribc what GOD hath not required,

all that they can fet before us, is to be confidered as

only their opinion, their deductions, their will
; nof

GOD S word and will. Let them be ever fo pious

and learned, their injunctions are ft ill only human:

and the queftion returns, lhall we hear men rather

than GOD ?

It matters not by how many, or how devoutly,

certain invocations, prayers, and doxologies, are ufed :

the great queftion is, are they countenanced by the

new Teftament ? You fee they are not. How then

can
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tan they be ufed without violating that reverence

which we owe to GOD ; without violating the plain

authoritative directions which he hath given us ? It

defer ves, chriftians, your claim and ferious confidera

tion, whether you can do this, and be blamelefs ?

\ViiI you plead that you are actuated by love and

reverence to the Lord JefuS, and by your facred re

gards to the holy fpirit? But what reverence and

love is that, which induces you to deviate from the

plan given by your great lawgiver ? What facred re

gards are thofe which lead you to fet afide, or go

beyond, the directions of the fpirit of truth ? Reve

rence and love may induce you to worfhip Mary and

all thefaints , as well as the fen of Mary. The church

of Rome hath as good a right to enjoin the worfhip

of the former, as the church of England, or of

Scotland, hath to enjoin the wormip of the latter.

Your obedience is as rcafonable in one inftance as in

the other. Reflect, my friends, upon the cafe of the

Jews. The firft commandment was,
&quot; thou fhak

have no other Gods but ME.&quot; But they worfhipped

idols. GOD, therefore, delivered them into the

hands of their enemies. A great part of them were

deftroyed : the remainder of them were carried into

captivity. But this brings me to the fecond con-

fidcration, which I meant to fuggeft to you.

SECOND CONSIDERATION. It is cur duty to be-

were of idolatry. The a[ oftle John concludes his

fiift epiftle with u
.itt e children, keep yourfelvcs

from
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from idols.&quot; But, is the worfhip (you will fay,)
of

the church of England idolatrous ? Will the mem
bers of that church be excluded, as idolaters, from the

kingdom of heaven ? Far be it from me to fay, con

cerning any article of faith, in the language of the

abominable athanafian creed,
&quot; that except a man

believe it he cannot be faved, and without doubt fnall

perijh everlaftingly&quot; You believe, I truft, that a)l

fincere and virtuous roman catholics will be faved.

But do you not think that they are chargeable with

idolatry ? where men are idolaters through ignorance,

and can preferve their minds untainted by the bad in

fluences of the practice, we may cheerfully embrace

them as fellow-heirs of a common falvation. But

flili let us not forget that they are idolaters, and that

if we, who enjoy more light than they, follow their

example, we fhall juftly become objects of the divine

difpleafure. If it be idolatry, to worfhip any befules

that Being who faid,
&quot; thou (halt have no other Gods

but ME
;&quot;

if it be idolatry to worfhip GOD under a

bodily form ; how can they be exculpated from the

charge of idolatry, who pray not only to GOD th

Father^ but to a God thefen, and a God the holy ghfy
and invoke the Almighty, by his nativity and circum-

cificn^ his agony and bloody Jweat^ his
crofs

and
pajficn^

his death and burial. Whether the worfhipping of

three different perfons, as three objects of adoration,

and yet conftituting but one God ; whether the wor

fhipping of a divinity who is himfelf his ownfather
C and
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and his own fon, his own fender and his own
mtffinger;

whither the vvor (hipping of the immutable and eternal

Godhead, as having changed the mode of his ex-

iftence, and compounded himfelf with the frail and

mortal nature of man, on purpofe that he might

die ; whether this be not a fpecies of idolatry, un-

known in ancient times, unaccountably monftrous

and irrational, and repugnant to every natural feel

ing of an unprejudiced mind, I leave to your ferious

and candid confideration. It matters not that the

holy Jefus is an object of this idolatry. Can you

imagine it will be acceptable to bim,
&quot; who fought

not his own glory/
&quot; who did not his own will,

but the will of him who fent him.&quot; and who re

plied to the perfon who addreflcd him with the appel

lation of good majler^
&amp;lt;c

why called thou me good ?

there is none good butane, that is GOD.&quot; Would you

honour the fon as you honour the Father ? Pay that

kind of honour to him which he required : not re

ligious adoration, but that attention to bis do5lrmes ar.d

ctmmanJS) to \\hich he, and every mefljnger from

heaven, is juftly entitled. All due and grateful rc-

fpjfl be rendered to the fon of GOD, to the captain

of our fulvation : but I dare not give that religious

homage arid glory to ths fen, which I verily think,

and am
fully&quot; periuaded, ought to be givjn to the

Fuller or/y.

it may be fan], that the doctrine of the trinity is an

harmlefs fpeculative opinion, and that the practice

which



which follows it can have no bad moral tendency.

But it is hardly poiTible that any i!fe notion con-

cerning GOD can be perfectly innocent, ar.d efpeci-

ally a notion fo very falfe as this, viz. that divine

wormip fhould be paid to Jcfus Chrift, as a being,

tl efame in fubflance^
and equal in power and glory,

witb the Father. When it is apprehended, that in-

ftead of one there are three beings, to whom the per-

fe&ions of deity are referred, the imaginations of

men will always make a partition of divine attributes

among them ; and in no one of them will there be that

union of venerable and amiable attributes, which we

afcribe to the one only true God : and as the mind of

man cannot contemplate more than one object at the

fame time ; it cannot, with thefe notions, be poflTeiTed

of that mixture of reverence and love, of which the

fentiments of true devotion confift. From thefe

principles it will follow, that while the Father^ fen,

and holy gho/?9
are equally regarded as God, one of

them will be thought to poflefs one fet of attributes,

and another a different fet : one of them will be

imagined to be of one difpofition, and another of

another ; juft as the heathens conceived of their fe-

veral deities.

I appeal (fays a great writer) to the conviction of

the athanafians themfelves, whether, in their ideas,

there be not fomething morejtern and
inflexible

in the

character of the Father, than of the fon : alfo, not-

withftanding they afcribe divine attributes to the Fa-

C 2 ther,
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thcr, whether, leaving the Ton out of the queflion,

fomething particularly amiable and engaging would

not be wanting in what would remain of the divine

Being ; and likewife, whether leaving out the Father

and fon, thefpirit alone (according to their cuftomary
ideas of his nature and attributes, mercy and good-

nefs) would be equal to the works of creation, pro

vidence, and redemption. If this be a juft reprefen-

tation, there is nothing that the atbanafians really

conceive of as one being, to whom they afcribe all the

divine perfections of juflice, goodnefs, and mercy.
The trinitarian doctrine muft fometimes, therefore,

be unfavourable to real goodnefs, by deftroying the

eflfecls of thofe motives to virtue, which are derived

from the imitation of GOD. For certainly it would

not be to the advantage of any man s chara&er to

refemble GOD the Father, according to the ideas that

Come perfons have of him ; ideas which they never

could have entertained of him, if, by dividing the

godhead, they had not divefted him of fome of his

eficntial attributes.

Is it not then your duty, brethren, to abftain from

a fpecies of
idolatry, which perverts your notions of

the divine character, and has a natural tendency to

corrupt your moral feelings ? If there be fin, if there

be danger, in idolatry of any kind ; can you fatisfy

yourfdves in a conduct, which fupports idolatry ;

\vhich expofes you to the danger, and involves you
in the

guilt, of it ? Is this the line of conduct to be

purfued
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purfued by a fmcere difciple of the lord Jefus? If

you coolly and impartially confider the matter, you
muft be convinced it is not. But let us proceed

to the

THIRD CONSIDERATION. // is not conjiftent

vuitb
finctrity^ that an Unitarian chriftian fhould take a

part in any trinitarian worfhip. Did you certainly

know that fome who join in acts of public worfhip,

believed in their heart that there is no GOD, or that

he is not to be \\orfliipped, nor will reward thofe who

diligently feek him; would you not judge fuch per-

fons as acting an inconfiftent and infmccre part j as

contradicting their own convictions, and afTuming

falfe appearances ? Could you regard them as honeft

men ? Be perfuaded then to reflect, how nearly your

conduct refembleth theirs ; if you continue to join

in the worfhip of Being?, who, you are convinced,

have no claim, on the authority of the fcripture?,

to fuch prayers and praifes as are offered to them.

Can you exculpate yourfelves, in this cafe, from the

charge of infmcerity ? Your conduct indeed is at

tended with circumftances which render your infm

cerity much more aggravated than that of the, atheifr.

Believing in God, you muft be convinced of your

obligations to obedience, and cannot but know that

you are forbidden to worfhip any but the Supreme

Being.

If you be vnitarians^ do you in your private devo

tions pray to God the fon and God the boly ghofl ?

C 3 No?
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No : you feel, that, if you did, your hearts would

upbraid you with infmccrity. And will you dare in

public to trifle with the Almighty, and with your own

conferences ? If any actions fhould be clear and un

equivocal, tbofeihould be fo, which have a direct con

cern with the GOD of truth. The apoftle, therefore,

exhorted the temporizing difciples of old, to fhun the

feafts in honour of idols, left they fhould be fuppofed

to entertain a veneration for the idols. The chrif-

tians of the following age refufed to caft incenfe upon
the altars of the heathen gods, fearing that this action

would fpeak a language repugnant to the fentiments

of their minds. They endured every torture, and

patiently fubmitted to a cruel death, rather than by
words or deeds contradift their convictions. Their

example, my brethren, is well worthy of your imita

tion. Indeed, unlefs we do follow it, we fhall have

no right, at the conclufion of this mortal life, to

comfort ourfelves with the reflection, that in

fimplicity and godly fincerity, not with flemly wif-

dom, but by the grace of God, we have had our

conversation in the world.
&quot; There is nothing more

diametrically oppofite to the character of a true

chriftian, than the great maxim of the heathen phi-

lofophers in former times, and of unbelievers in thefe,

viz. to think with the wife and aft with the vulgar.

The true chriftian is a character that is all of a piece.

What he believes, he openly profeiles and acts upon.

He is ftudious to avoid even the appearance of evil,

and



and therefore dreads giving the Icaft countenance to

any fyftem or mode of wormip which in his owiv

judgment he condemns. He fears GOD, and fears

nothing elfe ; and, provided his own heart docs not con

demn kiiti) be cares not what men may fay of him , or ds

unto him.

But perhaps it will be pleaded by fome, that they

do not repeat what they difapprove. Upon the fame

principle you may join in the religious fervices of any

body of men upon earth. You may join in the

worfhip of the church of Rome^ in the worfhip of a

mahometan or of a heathen aflembly, and thus pafs

for a good catholic in France, a faithful
Jiwjffulman in

Turkey, and an honeft pagan in Africa. And think

one moment, whether that principle can be good,

righteous, and eligible, which will admit you as well

to be members of any fuperftitious and idolatrous

church in the world, as of the church of England
itfelf?

Suppofe that a fet of unenlightened heathens, zea

lous for the religion of their anceflors, (hould erecl: a

temple in your neighbourhood, and confecrate it to

the fervice of the gods of antiquity ; fhould you think

yourfelves excufable in fhunning chriftian afTemblies,

and bending your knee before the altar of Jupiter, of

Venus, or of Bacchus? Should you think it fuffi-

cient to juftify your conduct, that you adopted no ex-

preflion inconfiftent with your real f ntiment? ? Moft

certainly not. You would be fhocked at the idea of

fuch a conduct, You would think yourfelves under

an
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an indifpenfible obligation to confine yourfelves to

that worfhip which is more agreeable to your chrif-

tian principles, to that temple in which your feelings

would not be wounded, nor your devotions difturbed,

by the addrefies of your fellow-wor(nippers to the

deities of their imaginations. But, for the very fame

reafon, it behoves you to forfalce the communion of

the church of England, and join in the religious

fervices of a fociety whofe principles are more agree

able to your own : unlefs you think that the circum-

ilance of its being eftablifhed by the civil magiftrate^

creates a diftin6tion, unlefs you think that the civil

magiitrate can change the very nature of right and

wrong, and make that confident with integrity, which

would otherwife be infmcere and hypocritical.

Your attendance at the trinitarian place of wor-

fhip, will lead others to imagine that you are trinita-

rians. Let me put a parallel cafe. Suppofe there

are two mufic-meetings in the town where you live,

in one of which there is never any fong allowed, but

what you are convinced is perfectly confiftent with

religion and virtue ; while in the other there are

fome profane and indecent fongs mingled with the

good ? Suppofe your fon voluntarily chofe to attend

the latter, and there fhewed no diilike to the pro-

fancnefs and immodefty of the fongs, but feemed as

much to join with thefe as with fuch as were in

nocent ; would you not feverely reprove and con

demn him, and imagine that he had too much love

for
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for obfcenity and impiety? And fuppofe he fhould

tell you at home, that when he was at the mufic-

meeting, and bore a part in the tunes, he either

Hopped when the indecent pafTages occurred, or elfe

fung fome other words ; would you admit this as a

fufficient excufe ? Would you not infift upon it, that

it was his duty, there, upon the fpot, to publifh his

diflike, or rather to refolve to go thither no more ?

And would you not think that his cboofing to avoid

the innocent concert, and to frequent the vicious one,

was a fign he was grown in love with profanenefs and

immorality ? And would you not urge that his pro-

tefling againrt fact would not ferve his turn ? No
more will your protefling againfl fact ferve yours. Is

there not all thefame reafon to condemn your practice,

which is exactly like it ? By taking a part in trinita-

rian wo.ffhip, you virtually profefs, in the face of all

who fee you do fo, that you are trinitarisns.- Unlefs

your contradiction of this profeflion be as public as

the action itfelf, you muft, with regard to many, be

acting the hypocrite. And, indeed, if it were pof-

fible, for you to caution all who witnefa your devo

tions, from confidering you as trinitarian?, there would

be fo glaring an inconfifrency in your conduct, that

you muft expect the ccnfure, if not contempt of the

honefr.

If you really look upon feveral pafTages in the

liturgy to be contrary to truth, and to the holy fcrip-

ture, and to contain in them contradictions and

idolatry j
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idolatry; is there not as much reafon, that you fhould

leave the communion of the church, as that your
fon fliould avoid profane mufic-meetings ? Acl: a

confident part. Leave your hypocrify. Dare not

any longer to trifle with men and with a heart-fearch-

ing GOD. Be not afhamed of the truth in an un

believing and fcoffing age.
&quot; Be faithful to death,

and you (hall inherit the crown of life*.&quot; But con-

fider, farther,

FOURTFILY. Tour obligations to the caufe of truth

and
chriftianity. Do you not look upon it as de-

firuble, my Unitarian friend?, that the truth fhould be

generally known and received ? Hut how is it poflible

that this fhould ever be the cafe, if it be never pro-

fejjed? Do you think there would have been at this

day any chriftians in the world, if all the difciples of

Jefus, in the earlier ages, had contented themfelves

with a filent acquiefcence in the truth of the gofpel,

whilft they regularly frequented the temples of idol

gods ? Do you imagine that there would have been

any reformation two hundred years ago, had the firft

proteftants never thought of withdrawing themfelves

from the communion of the church of Rome, nor of

forming focieties, whofe religious fervices fliould be

conducted more agreeably to the fcripture plan ? Can

it be expected, then, that the doctrine of the divine

unity (hould gain ground, whilft Unitarians remain

quietly

* See an Addrefs to conforming Brians, printed in

1735; reprinted, at Cambridge, in 1788.



( 35 )

quietly in a trinitarian church ? The expeiiment

however, has been tried. About an hundred years

fince, there was in England a body of very refpectable

Unitarians. They were men of the beft characters ;

they were zealous for the truth ; but they did not fee

that duty called upon them to abfent themfelves

from the eftablifhed places of worfhip. The con-

fequence was, that, upon their deaths, the doctrine

of the unity of GOD was neaHy loft in this country.

Mr. Firmin, a moft excellent unitarian chriftian of

that period, became fenfibls towards the end of his

life that they had a6ted upon miftaken and pernicious

principles. He began to fear that the true idea of

GOD would be loft among chriftians. He was

painfully apprehenfive, that unlefs Unitarians formed

themfelves into diftin6l religious focieties, the con

tinual ufe of terms which, in their ordinary fignifi-

cation,
-

v

are confefled by all to imply three Gods,

would paganize^ at fome time, the whole chriftian

church. The prefent flourishing ftate of the Uni

tarian caufe, is principally to be sfcribed to the

decifive and noble conduct of thofe honeft men, who

have withdrawn themfelves from the eftablifhed

church, and facrificed to truth and confcience every

profpecl: of intereft and emolument. Were all of

yyu, my brethren, to imitate their example, it would

be an effectual means of ferving the caufe of truth.

But nothing Short of your reparation from every

trinitarian fociety of chriftiaiiS, will be of any lading

avail.

Th-.re
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There cannot be a plainer rule of life than this,

that every man fhould do what he would wifh others

to do, and what he is convinced would be beft, if all

others would do. No man can tell what influence

his own example may have to produce a good effe6t.

Whatever comes of it, he by thefe means difcharges

his confcience, and (as far as following his duty in

this inftance can do it) faves his ownfoul*. Perhaps

it would be the means of relieving from a heavy

burden the mind of many a minifter of the lord

Jefus, who is convinced that the offices of the church

are very diftant from the principles of the gofpel, but

whofe apprehenfions of the diftrefTes of poverty are

a bar to his following the dictates of truth and con

fcience. Such would find congregations ready to

receive them as their paftors. You would become

their friends and patrons. What fatisfaction would

it yield you ; and how would you rejoice in the hope

of fharing the rewards, as you had eafed the trials of

thofe righteous men, who nobly facrificing every

profpe& of future advancement, and dignity, would

readily put up with a fcanty fubfiftence, rather than

difobey the dictates of their confciences ! Would it

not afford much greater fatisfaclion to your minds,

than can tver refult from your prefent courfe of

conduct, which encourages in their hypocrify thofe

clergymen, who not only fubfcribe what they do not

believe,

* See a Letter to a layman on the fubjeft of Mr.

Lindfey s propofal for a reformed church, p. 18.



believe, but utter every day what they mud confider

as impious falfehoods, in the form of a folcmn addrefs

to almighty GOD. And can it be eafy to you to be

accefiary to other men s fins ; and, thus, to be, in

fome meafure, the caufe why fome perifa for whom
Chrlfl died!

By continuing in communion with a trinitarian

church, you not only do your part to prevent a re

formation, but you eflentially injure the caufe of

Chrifr, and take the moft effectual ftep in your power
to confirm and perpetuate the prejudices of unbe
lievers againft the religion of Jcfus. A clergyman
(who had been a chaplain aboard a (hip) writing to

Mr. Whifton, fays, I was
forry that the turks,

jew*, c . were fo very much offended with the

chriftiaa
religion, upon thefc two accounts, viz. the

one the
worshipping of image?, the other the belief

and wcrfh p of the
trinity, which feemed to them to be

the belief of three Gods.&quot; La Coniptc s
hiflory of

China fpeaks of the heathens, as
deriding the chrittian

doclrine of a mortal Got, and upon that account con-

fideriiag chriftianity as
fabulous. Dr. Caufabon

fays,
that this doflrine has kept more people from embracing
the

chrljllan faith than ar.y thing he knsws
of. Ma-

hornet, in his Koran, fays, It is long fmce the
infidels

(-meaning the
chriftians) have faid that there

arc three Gods
; certainly there is but one.&quot; Thus

does the doctrine of the
trinity prove a flumbling-

block in the way ofjews, Mahometans, and heathen!

*&amp;gt; Nor
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Nor is it to be wondered at, that fome, even in this

country, offended with the harfh founds and irre

concilable principles of the eflablifhed liturgy, forfake

tie aflemblies of public wormip, whilft others are

prejudiced againft chriftianity, and driven into in

fidelity.
Will it not be a fervice to fuch, to fet

them an example of diftinguiming between the gofpel

and the corruptions of it ? Will it not afford them a

fair opportunity to judge of its truth, if you ex

hibit it in its plain and native drefs ? Let them fee

what chriftianity is in
itfelf.

Your continued con

formity mifleads them, and contributes to keep out

of fight the real and genuine gofpel. Every error

retained, obfcures the light and glory of the gofpel.

Peculiarly perniciou*, then, niuft be the influence of

an error which beclouds the fundamental doctrine of

revelation the unity of GOD, and multiplies the

objects of religious adoration.

ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS.

THOUGH the juftnefs of this reprefentation be

acknowledged &amp;gt;

it may be objected, perhaps, by

fome,

(
FIRST OBJECTION.) T/jat it does not become

common lay chriftians to
litjy themfeivcs about a re-

formation-, and that this matter ought to be
left

to the

bijhof* find the reft of the clergy.

But let me requeft fuch perfons to remember,

that the arguments and reafonings which have been

adopted
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adopted in this addrefs, apply to all orders of

cbriftians. Is not religion the concern of every

man ? Is it not the duty of every man to obey GOD ?

Does not every man worfhip GOD for himfelf ? Is

not integrity and fmcerity required in every man ? Is

not the truth of the fame importance to every man ?

Is not every man under an obligation to lay no

fiumbling-block in the way of the converfion and

falvation of unbelievers ? You may as well fay, my
friends, that the bimops and clergy are to be juft, and

charitable, and temperate, and pious, for you j and

that it is no concern of yours to cultivate thefe

virtues. But pray confider, that if you be not good

chriftians yourjehsfy you cannot expect to be faved

yourfclves.

Befides, you have no reafon to fuppofe that the

bifhops and clergy in general will ever promote a

reformation. The reformation from popery in the

Sixteenth century, was brought about in oppofiticn to

moft of the bifhops and clergy. The church of

England was placed upon its prefent footing in oppo-

fition to them. The bimops have always oppcfed

any farther reformation to the utmoft of their influ

ence. Many unfuccefsful attempts have been made

to obtain their concurrence in advancing that and

fimilar object. It cannot be reafonably looked for

in men whofe rank, and wealth, and power, depend

(or are fuppofed to depend) upon things continuing

in their prefent ftate. It cannot be expected that

D 2 thofc



thofe clergymen who have confcientioufly fubfciibed

the articles, and approve the fervices of the church,

fhould be friends to any material alteration. Even

fome who cannot but wljh the reformation of many

things, in fo old and complex a fyfrern as that of the

church, have difcernment enough to forefee, that if

a reformation fhould once begin, it will not (lop

where they would choofe to have it; and it is but

too plain, that they are abiblutely bent upon retain

ing, at the hazard of perpetuating whatever them-

ieives think wrong, many things which they arc

ienhble cannot efcape an inquiry, if an inquiry be

encouraged. Like fpiders in the center of an ini-

menfe web, they feel at every (extremity of it ;

fearing that if what feem to be only the outworks

be demolifhed, the whole fabric will come to the

ground*.

With you, therefore, my brethren, it lies to begin

a reformation. You may not live to fee the com

pletion of it : but it will undoubtedly go on and be

gaining ground every day. The heads of the church

and irate mujlfollow, though they will not lead.

But to the conduct which has been pointed out,

you may, perhaps, make a

SECOND OBJECTION, viz. That there are many

good things in the churchfervices^ and that you Jhsw

your candour and charity in putting up with what you

think
atnijs.

Such

* Letter to a layman, p. 20.



Such a plea would equally excufe a concurrence in

the worlhip of the church of Rome, from the li

turgies
* of which, thefe excellent things are bor

rowed. Befides, no mixture of truth can alter the

nature of the errors blended with it; nor any ardour

and elevation of fpirit in fome parts preferve us in

nocent in the ufe of thofe fervices, the leading fen-

timents of which are finful. As to the candour and

charity you wilh to (how, permit me to obferve, that

we ought to be greatly upon our guard, that we do

not
impofi upon ourfelves, by imagining that we

poflefs and exercife a virtue, of which we have only

the appearance. There is fcarcely any thing more

injurious to our religious character ancT conduit, than

thiS
.ye/f- deception. I fear it is too often the cafe,

that thofe who perfuade themfelves that they are ac

tuated by candour in attending ftatedly, or occafionally,

D 3 upon
* Even in the darkeft times of popery, there was a

variety of forms in different fees. That uniformity

was not then known, which is now fo rigidly infifted

upon. The aft cf uniformity of fe.r*vice&amp;gt;
which pafTed

in the reign of Edward VI. in the year 1549, begins
thus : Whereas of long time fihere hath been had, in

this realm of England, and in Wales, diverfe forms of

common prayer, commonly called the fervice of the

church, that is to fay, the ufeofSarum, of York, of

Bangor, and of Lincoln: and befides the fume, now of

late, much more diverfe and fundry forms and fafhions

have been ufed in the cathedral and parifh churches of

England and Wales/ &c.
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upon the worfliip of the eftaliifhed church, never think

of {hewing their candour by joining in the religious

fervices of fome little ^ mean, and
defpifed fccJ, and

would really be ajhamed to be feen in their poor and

obfcure conventicles. But, in truth, fuch perfons

totally miftake the nature and proper exercife of

candour. Candour does not confift in the facrifice

of principle, in the countenancing and fupporting of

error, but in meekly bearing with the fentiments of

other people, in loving the men, though we rejeft their

opinions, ad in entertaining juft views of their cha

racter and future condition. You {how no true

candour and charity, then, in adopting the idolatrous

worfhip of the church of England, or of any other

church. When you publicly and uniformly {how

your delegation of that worlhip, you will afford

yourfelves an opportunity of teflifying your charity

towards thofe who confcientioufly perform it. But

you will, perhaps, {late, as a

THIRD OBJECTION, That you have feme office,
or

employment, in the church, in the difcharge of which you

benefit the Community.

But do you really think that the fervice, which you

render to your neighbourhood, is by any means equi

valent to the injury you do to your own mind and to

the caufe of pure chriftianity ? Will it by any means

make up for your countenancing falfehood and

idolatry, for your upholding the mod glaring cor

ruptions cf the gofpel,
and bringing a difcredit upon

the
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the chriftian religion ? Do you really imagine that

GOD ftands in any need of your infincerity, wicked-

nefs and ruin, in order to accomplifh his defigns ?

To do evil that good may come, is an evil which Paul

difclaims with abhorrence ; and James fays, that

if a man
offend^

that is knowingly, wilfully and ha

bitually offend, in one point, he is guilty of all.

No longer, then, fupport the grofFeft corruptions

of chriftianity, no longer difguife the character and

perfections of the almighty, no longer afford an oc-

cafion for the unbelief of the jew, or for the ridicule

of the gentile. Profefs the genuine gofpel of Jefus ;

feparate yourfelves from an idolatrous church
; proteft

againft her errors ; awaken the attention of men ;

excite them to inquiry ; teach them to fhake off

that flavifli reverence for public forms, and an efta-

bliflied religion, which fcreens jargon, abfurdjty, and

myfticifm from a free examination. I addrefs you
as chriflians : I addrefs you as perfons who have

learned to look not entirely at the things which are

feen and temporal^ but at things which are unfeen and

eternal \ as perfons who think it their duty to give

fome attention to the concerns of religion, as well as

to the concerns of bufmefs. If you be difpofed to

obey GOD rather than men ; if you have that holy

dread of idolatry, which animated the primitive be

lievers ; if you be friends to that Jimplicity and godly

fencerity^ in which the apoftle gloried ; if you have

any lovefor the truth ; any reverencefor the
gofpel^ any

regard
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regard to the fahation of mankind ; I am perfuaded

you will feel yourfelves difpofed to pay fome atten

tion to the thoughts which have now baen fubmitted

to your confideration. But there are always diffi

culties to be encountered in treading the path of

duty, and efpccially that part of it, to which we

have hitherto been Grangers. Happy the man who is

not difccuraged by them from proceeding ! Happy
the man who has refolution and fteadincfs enough to

encounter all, and to tc
prefs forward to the mark of

u the prize of his high calling of GOD in Chrift

&quot;

Jefus!
4 Some difcouraging thoughts are now,

perhaps, prefenting themfelves to your mind?, my
friends. Be upon your guard, I pray you, that they

have not more influence upon you than they deferve.

Confidcr that if you be Unitarians in principle, every

fuggeftion which pleads in favour of your conformity

to trinitarian worfhip, pleads in oppcjiiion to your duty

and your eternal intereft. One difficulty, and which,

indeed, may be confidered as an unanfwerable objec

tion to the conduct here recommended, is that

(FOURTH OBJECTION.) There is no place of

worjhip near you, in which GOD the Father only is

worfnipped.

It is a moft melancholy thought that this fliould be

the cafe with any of you. But, alas ! it muft be ac

knowledged, that where there are even dijpntwg fo-

cietics, there are frequently no Unitarian ones, many
diilentcrs being as firm trinitarians as any church-of-

England
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England man, and conducting their religious ferviecs

in a manner equally repugnant to the feelings and

principles of a confcientious worlhipper of the one,

enly living, and true GOD. But when there is a dif-

fenting fociety of Unitarians, you ought, undoubtedly,

to join them in preference to the church of England :

for though you like a liturgy better than an extempore

prayer j yet a matter of this kind ought never to be

confidered of fo much importance as to make you
facrifice fmcerity, truth, and the gofpel caufe. But if

there be in your neighbourhood no Unitarian place of

worfhip of any kind, there is fo much the greater call

for your exertions. A clear, explicit, open, and de-

cifive conduct is abfolutely neceiTary, if you would

ferve the caufe of GOD and of truth. If you would

be the only man in your neighbourhood whofe eyes

almighty GOD has opened to the truth ; ftill be

perfuaded to &quot;

flee from
idolatry.&quot;

If you make a

point of confcience to devote the Sunday, or any
other part of the week, to religious purpofes, your
conduct will foon be noticed, fome perfons will be

led to inquire, and it cannot be long before you will

meet with fome, ready to join you in focial worfhip

upon a fcriptural plan. A caufe fo good, muft gain

advocates, when it is properly underftood. Nothing
is wanting but attention and inquiry^ and the truth will

flourifh. Let the fteadinefs of your conduct, added

to the perfection of your character, excite that atten

tion. As foon as you meet with any ready to join

you
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you in adoring the ONE GOD, you may enjoy all the

comforts and advantages of focial worfhip. You

cannot imagine that it is effential to the utility and ac-

ceptiblenefs of focial worfhip, that numbers fhould be

aflembled together ir. a houfe devoted to the purpofe,

and with all the attendants of a mimfter regularly

educated, and other officers.

In the firft ages of chriftianity we read of churches

that did net extend beyond the circle of a family, as

the church in Nympha s houfe*, and that in the

houfe of Philemon, &c. It cannot admit of a doubt

whether it be not preferable to worfhip the only true

GOD with one s family onfy9 agreeably to the fcrip-

tures, and in the language of fincerity and truth, than

to join the largeft focicty with every circumftance of

ftate, convenience and fplendor, in a wcrfhip which

the fcriptures forbid, and our hearts difapprove. You

will find it more eafy to put fuch a plan into execu

tion than you might at firft imagine. Of ufeful fer-

mons there is a great variety, fach as Tillotfon s,

Seeker s, Balguy s,Jortin s, Lardner s, Bourne s, Hol

land s, and Prieftley s. You will be well able to con-

duel: the devotional fervices, with the afliftance of

Mr. Lindfey s reformed liturgy,
of that ufed at

Salifburyf, or of Dr. Prieftley s forms of prayers,

and

* Col. iv. 15.

f There is alfo a valuable one lately publifhed, at

the new Unitarian chapel in Manchefler, as well as a

copious colleftion of pfalms and hymns printed at

Birmingham.
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and other offices, for the ufeof Unitarian focieties. In

thefe publications you wili iin-J fei vices for the lord s

fupper and for baptifm, which it is unreafonablc to

fuppofe can be conducted properly by none, but a re

gular ordained minifter, for nothing of this kind is

intimated in the new Teftament.

By thus maintaining a noble independence and con-

fiftency of conduct in all your religious concerns,

you will improve and confirm your own character ;

you will be an honour to the cau re you efpoufe ; you

will render eflential fervice to mankind, and be en

abled to look forward with pleafure to the great day

of retnbuiion. You and your fellow labourers in

the caufe of GOD, will be like a city fet upon a bill:

you &amp;gt;tfll
be the means of difieminating, far and wide,

the principles of true chriftian worfhip, and of dif-

fufing a fpiritof ferious and rational zeal.

But, perhaps, you will {tart another difficulty,

viz. that

(
F I FTH o B j E cT ION . ) You have reafon to expcft

a violent apportion to your feparating from the church^

en the part of your neareft frunds and connections.

Your cafe is undoubtedly to be pitied. But pof-

fibly your fears lead you to imagine that they will

carry their refentment much farther, than there is

any juft ground for fearing they will. When they

fee that you act upon principle,
that the favour and

approbation of GOD is the grand motive of your

conduct, and that you are ftcady in what you eftecm

to be the path of duty their refentment will pro

bably
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bably be fcfter.ed, and their confidence and affection

towards you, will gradually revive. Indeed, the mere

circumftance of your diffent being an old thing, (as

it muft in time become) will naturally wear off that

dread towards it, which was felt at firft : and they
will at length perceive and acknowledge, that it has

not made you fuch zjlrangc Icing as they imagined it

would. At any rate the line of duty is clear. Your

hard/hips will bt no greater than thofe which our lord

laid it down as abfoiutely neceflary that his firft fol

lowers fliould endure, than thofe which were often

experienced by the reformers of the fixteenth cen

tury, or than thofe which every faithful difciple of

Jefus will be ready to undergo, when called to them

in the courfe of duty.
&quot; He that loveth father or

&quot; mother more than me (faith our lord) is not wor-

thy of me. He that loveth fon or daughter more
&quot; than me, is not worthy of me. Whofoever he be
&quot; of you that forfaksth not all which he hath, his

&amp;lt;c father and mother, and wife and children, and
&quot; brethren and fifters, yea, and his own life alfo, he
C cannot be my difciple.&quot; Maj God give you grace

to adt up to yourchriftian profeflion !

But fome perhaps will fay,

(
S i x T H o B j E c T IoN .

)
I ctinnot bear to be fo fingu-

lar^ as to leave the church in which I have been

educated^ especially if it be neceffary to make my houfe a

place offoetal wcrfljip.

But let fuch perfons confider, that the greater the

effort9
the greater will be ths merit^ and that where

duty
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duty is concerned, all other confiderations, be their

weight greater or lefs, ought to be poftponcd to it.

We chriflians ought to be thankful that we have

nothing more difficult to encounter. What fhould

we have done in the day of adverfity, if we cannot

bear profperity ? And it ought not to be forgotten,

that none will be diflinguimed by our great mailer as

his worthy difciples and followers, but thofe who (hall

be ready to rifle and even to abandon every thing in

the world, and even to take up their
crofs

for the fake

of his gofpel. Every fituation and circumftance of

things, has its peculiar difficulties, which wife and

confcientious men will lay their account with meet

ing, and be prepared to bear. This, in fact, muft be

done-by every perfon who docs not adopt the principle

of univerfal conformity to the ivorld^ and who will net

make his religion fubfervient to it. But what will

fuch religion do for a man, v/hen the world and all

the follies and vanities of it, {hall be no more* ?

It is your profefled faith as chriflians, that afTuredly

as the great author of our religion, the ambarTador of

truth and grace, has already appeared in the world, he

will be revealed from heaven, to raife his fmcere

difcipies to glory and immortality. How will all the

great and fplendid things of life difappcar before the

brightncfs of his coming ! Is there need of more than

one moment s calm refleclion to convince you, that

then the only thing of confequence will be the appro

bation

* Preface to Forms of prayer, &c.

E



bation of his Father and our Father, of his God and

our God ? And can we really entertain the ferious

and rational hope of it, merely becaufe we have pro-

fi-ficd his religion, whilft we have joined with the

many to countenance, and with the great to iupport

the corruptions of it ? Will it be then a valid plea,

fai&faflrion and interejl fuffered us to depart from his

laws, to act inconfiftcntly with our own convictions,

and obey men rather than GOD ? Conceive how your

minds would be afFecled, were the awful appearance

of the judge, an event which you had giounds to

look for, within a few days ; were the heavens to

open, and you to fee him coming in the clouds, in

whom you believe as the guide to eternal life him

who declared that the &quot; true woi (nippers will worfhip
&amp;lt;c the FATHER in fpirit and in truth&quot; him who

was himfelf &quot; the faithful and true witnefs,&quot; and

died
&quot;leaving

us an example to follow his
fteps&quot;

him who hath warned us, that &quot; whofoever loveth

father or mother more than him, is not worthv of

him&quot; him who hath laid it down as a certain prin

ciple, that his true difciples are not of the world !

It is left to your own minds to imagine, how a con

duct formed from a deference to the example and

authority of -worldly men, or from the views of profit

and greatnefs, will appear to fuch a judge, and to

your own hearts, when fummoned to his tribunal, and

to receive according to your works.

You believe the chriftian religion to be true. Be

lieving it to be true, can you doubt the propriety of

my
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my laying thefe confiderations before you, or refift

the force of them ? You cannot but believe that the

great founder of your faith will verify all his declara

tions : and then what will be the ftate of thofe who

have regarded the world and what it can offer, more

than his word and promifes ? Can you look forward

to their fituation without fear, without folicitude to

efcape the fhame and difgrace of it ? Thefe expecta

tions are fufficient to expofe the weaknefs and folly of

being captivated by the pomps and emoluments, en-

flaved by the authority, or enfnared by the fafhion,

of any religious eilabiiihment whatsoever. Thefe

are things which will all vanifh away as airy phan

toms. But truth, fidelity to GOD, and integrity of

charafler, are things of lading excellence and worth,

of eflential importance on that day which will try

all things : everlafting honours await them ; they

will draw after them, in the final iilue, inability, glory,

and life for evermore.

It is but a (hort time before we fhall find the truth

of thefe things : they fhould therefore affeft our minds,

and influence our conduct, as if they were to be im

mediately revealed. tc It is but a fhort time that we
&amp;lt;c

have, any of us, to abide here ; and therefore we
&amp;lt;c fhould lofe no opportunity of bearing our tefti-

&quot;

mony to the truth of God.&quot;

Whatever be your circumflance?, dread joining,

with your enlightened and informed minds, in unfcrip-

/y infincerel and idolatrous worfhip, remembering

2 the
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the words of the lord Jcfus, that the FATHER feek-

eth fuch to worfhip him, as &quot;

worfhlp him in fpirit
u and in truth:

1

and &quot; thou (halt love the LORD
&quot; THY GOD, and him ONLY (halt thou ferve.&quot;

Dread alfo that awful voice from heaven, refpevSt-

ing all antichriftian corruptions of the gofpel in figu

rative Babylon :
&quot; Come out of her, my people, that

&quot;

yc be not partakers of her fins, that ye receive not

* of her
plagues.&quot;

That you may be daily growing in grace ; that

you may act with the firmnefs of men, with the feri-

oufnefs and confiftency of chriftians, is the fincere

prayer of

Your affectionate friend,

and brother in the lord Jefus.

Dec. 12, 1789.



TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATED.

IT is the opinion of many learned men, that in the

following pafTages, among others, the tranflators of

our prefent Englifh bible have made confiderable

miflakes.

Ifaiah ix. 6. is rendered by ancient and many mo
dern interpreters,

&quot; His name fhall be called won

derful, counfellor, the flrong, the mighty, the father

of the
age.&quot;

An examination of Mr. Robinfon s

plea, p. 39, See alfo Mr. Coulthurft s blunders ex-

pofed; by W. Friend, M.A. No. i.

Acts vii, 59. The word God is not in the

original.

Acls xx. 28. In the beft and mod ancient ma-

nufcript copies of the new Te{lament, it is &quot; feed

the church of the lord, which he hath purchafed with

his blood,&quot; not God. See Frend, No. 5.

Rom. ix. 5. might be tranikted &quot; whofe
(i. e. the

Ifraelites) are the fathers, and of whom, as concern

ing the flefh, Chrift came : God who is over all be

blefled for ever, Amen.&quot; See Frend, No, 2, or

Clarke s Scripture doctrine.

i Cor. i, 2. fhould be translated (fay fbme learned

critics,) with all that, in every phce, are called by
the name of Jefus Chrift our lord.&quot; Two diilerta-

ticnr, by T. Lindfey, M,A. p. 95, &c.

Fhil,
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Phil. ii. 6. would have been more juftly tranflated,

u
who, being in the form of God, thought not the

being like to God a thing to be gredily feized by him 5

but emptied himfelf, taking the form of a fervant, be

ing in the likenefs of men, and being found in famion

as a man, he humbled himfelf,&quot; &c Examination of

Robertfon, p. 76. See Le Clerc s Supplement to

Hammond.

Heb. i. 8. fliould rather be rendered,
&quot; but con

cerning the fon, he faith, God is thy throne for ever

and ever,&quot;
that is, God is the fupport of thy throne,

&c. See Pierce on the Hebrews.

1 Tim. iii. 16. It is doubtful whether we mould

read u God was manifeft,&quot; or,
&amp;lt;6 which was mani-

fcft.&quot; In our firft Englifh verfion, it is thus render

ed, and openli it is a greet facrament of pitee, that

thing that was, fchewide in fleifche, it is juftified in

fpirit, it apperide to aungel?, it is prechide to hethene

men, it is belecved in the world, it is taken up in

glorie.&quot; Frend, No. 5.

I John iii. 16. Moft copies, omitting the word

Gcd, read this verfe thus,
&amp;lt;c Herein perceive we

love, in that he laid down his life for us.&quot; Chriftie s

Difcourfes, p. 253. and Benfon on the place.

i John v. 7, 8. fhould read thus,
&quot; For there are

three that bear record, the fpirit, the water, and the

blood, and thefc three agree in one.&quot; The words

[in heaven^ the Father^ the vi crdy and the holy ghofl^

and
tbefe

tkne are o f:e
y
and there an three thai bear

witnefs
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wltnefs in earth] have never been proved to be in

ANY greek manufcript, before the invention of print

ing ; nor were ever cited by any, of the numerous

writers in the whole arian controverfy, concerning

the trinity, in the fourth century. In the Englifh

bibles in the reign of Henry VIII. and Edward VI.

they were printed in a different charafter^ to fignify

their being wanting in the original. See Emlyn s

Inquiry into the authority of i John v. 7. Remarks

on Mr. Travis, in Commentaries and eflays, vol. i.

and Mr. Capel Lofft s Anfwer to Dr. Knowles.

Rev. i. ii. The words [/ am Alpha and Omega^

the
firft

and the lafl} were probably net written by the

author qf the book, as they are faid to be wanting in

all the beft manufcript copies. Examination of Ro-

binfon, p. 27.

Thofe who wifh to fee what is faid in vindication

of thefe deviations from our common Englifh tranf-

lation of the fcriptures, may confult the books above

referred to. They will find more upon the fame fub-

jecl:
in the &quot; Catechrift ; or an inquiry into the doc

trine of the fcriptures concerning the one true God
j&quot;

price 2s. or in the &quot;

Sequel to an apology on refign-

ing the vicarage of Catterick :&quot; both by the Rev.

Mr. Lindfey. Many valuable criticifms will likewife

be found in &quot; A defence of the unity of God,&quot; by

Mr. Clarke, an attorney at Uxbridge. The Unita

rian doftrine is fupported in a mafterly manner, in

&quot; Difcourfes on the divine
unity,&quot; by W. Chriftie,

iun.
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jun. merchant, of Montrofe, a gentleman who has

purfued the courfe of conduct recommended in the

above addrefs, conducting the religious fervices of

a newly raifed fociety, whofe profefTed object is to

worfhip the only one true God.

Should it be faid, that as it is impofEble for un

learned chriilians to judge of the authenticity of a

pafiage, or of the proper tranflation of it, they ought

to truil to our Ersgliih bible ; I would afk why they

muft truft to our common verfion rather than to any

other ? Were the authors of it any thing more than

fallible men ? Did they excel all other learned per-

fons in knowledge ; or were they more free from

prejudice ? If not ; why may they not confide in

other men of learning and integrity as well as in

them ? That the common tranflation is very imper

fect, and that a more correct one is highly defirable,

has been repeatedly acknowledged by the moft com

petent judges both in and out of the church.

But though it is out of the power of unlearned

chriftians to decide concerning the propriety of any

tranflation of a text, from an acquaintance with the

original languages ; yet as they are able to perceive

what the general Jlraln of fcripture is upon any par

ticular point, they muft conclude that the probability

is that thofe tranflators are right, who make the fcrip

ture ccnfiftent with itfelf. If an unlearned perfon

find, for inftance, that the fcripture^ uniformly teach

u&quot;,
that there is but one God that they never cau

tion
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tion us againft fo understanding this, as to exclude a

trinity of perfons that Jefus is ufually fpoken of, as

the Ton of man that he uniformly prayed to the

Father, as the Being upon whom he entirely de

pendedis it not natural and reafonable for them to

adopt thofe tranflations of doubtful texts which do

not make fuch texts contradict a variety of plain and

unequivocal paflagcs ? If they admit that the fcrip-

turcs are confident with themfelves, they muft either

do this, or elie interpret thofe few texts which feem

to be repugnant to the general tenor of fcripture in a

different fenfe from what the words feem at firft fight

to convey. And indeed this is fometimes neceflary

when no difputed doctrine is concerned.









AN ADDRESS
TO THE

MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND,

AND TO

PROTESTANT TRINITARIANS
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THE FALSE WORSHIP OF

THREE PERSONS,
TO THE WORSHIP OF

THE ONE TRUE GOD.

&quot; Ye worfhip ye know not what.&quot; John iv. 22.
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AN ADDRESS
,

TO THE

MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND.

AND TO

PROTESTANT TRINITARIANS
IN GENERAL.

BRETHREN,
K

PERMIT me to addrefs you on a fubje& of the

greateft importance to a fincere bdiever in Chrift. I

obferve that many of you, every feventh day, frequent

fome place fet apart foi religious worfhip. You there

profefs to offer up prayers to the Being who created

the world. Whatever may be the laws or cuftoms

of your different places of worfhip, you prefume that

they are founded on the holy fcriptures. Any thing

contrary to thqfe fcript :res, ought not, you think, to

be admitted into your worfnip. Surely then it be

hoves you, at all times, to examine your opinions, to

fee whether you are really aud truly vvorfhipping the

true God, the God and Father of our lord Jefus

Chrifr, or a phantgm of your own imaginations.

A 2 Are
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Are you then worfliippers of God or not ? It is a

ferious queftion. Let me perfuade you to give it a

moment s consideration. The words which Chrift

mid, in anfvver to a jewiih inquirer after the fiift

commandment of the law, may afTift you in your

thoughts.
&quot;

Hear, O Ilrael
; the Lord our God is

&amp;lt; one Lords and thou (halt love the Lord thy God
u with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with

u
all thy mind, and with all thy ftrength : this is the

&quot;

tirft commandment*.&quot; i bring you to this ted ;

do you really worfhip that God, of whom Chrift

fpeaks, or do you not ? If you do not, Chrift himfclf

bears witnefs againft you, that you are not his difciples.

To know whether you do, or do not, defpife yourfa-

viour, you muft confider who God is, of whom
Chrift ipeaks.

Before I examine this point, let me obferve to you
what I have feen, or heard, in your places of wor-

ihip. In the eftablifhed churches, a form of prayer

is ufed, in which are the following words; O God

the fon, redeemer of the world O God the holy

ghoft O holy, blefled, and glorious trinity, three

perfons and one God, have mercy upon us mifernble

finners O lord Jefus Chrift, have mercy upon us ;

and, in many fimilar pafTages, prayers are addrefled to

Jefus Chrift, to the holy ghoft, and to the trinity. In

moft alfo of the places of worfhip belonging to the

di(Tenters, prayers are offered up to Jefus Chrift, to

the holy ghoftj and to the trinity.

Now,
* Mark xii. 29.
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Now, brethren, if Jefus Chriflbe not God, if the

holy ghoft be not God, if the trinity be not God,

you are guilty of a breach of Chrifl s command

ments in praying to them ; and if you pray to al^

thefe, you err grievoufly, for Jefus Chrifl tells us,

that cc the Lord our God is one Lord
;&quot;

to which

great truth Mofes, the prophets, and the apoftles,

bear witnefs. You worfhip, alas ! other gods than

the true God, forgetting what is faid in the fcrip-

tures,
&quot; Thou {halt not bow down to them, nor

&quot;

worfhip them.&quot;

Of whom then did Chrifl fpeak ? the words are

taken from Deut. 6th chap. 4th ver. and, literally

tranflated, are,
&quot;

Jehovah our God is one Jehovah.&quot;

Jehovah is the name by which God made himfelf

known to Mofes; Jehovah created the hea\ens and

the earth ; Jehovah called Abraham fpake to Mofes

revealed himfelf to the prophets was worfhipped

by the Jewifh nation. Throughout the whole of the

old Teftament, Jehovah declares himfelf to be one,

and that there is no other God befide him : the

children of Ifrael, while they obeyed him, worfhip

ped him as the one and only true God j and when

they mixed with the wormip of Jehovah that of

idols, they were brought to their fenfes by fevere pu-

nifhments. When Chrift preached to the Jews, Je

hovah was the object of their worfhip ; of him

alfo Chrift bears witnefs, namely, that Jehovah is the

only true God, that there is no one good but

A 3 him,



him*, that he is his God and Fatherf, that Jehovah
his Father is greater than hc^;.

Thcfe few pafTagcs of fcripture are, I fhould think,

fufficient to convince an unprejudiced mind, that

they, who offer up prayers to Jcfus Chrift, to the

holy ghoft, or to the
trinity, are highly criminal : but

fmce you have formed for yourfelves, without any

grounds from fcripture, fuch fanciful gods, let us

confider each of them feparately.

Firft. Of Jefus Chrift. Jefus Chrift, fays an

apoftle to the Jews,
tc was a man approved of God

u
among you by miracle?, and wonders, and fign?,

u which God did by him, in the midftof you, as ye
tc

yourfelves alfo know: him, being delivered by the

u determined counfel and foreknowledge of God, ye
&quot; have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified

&quot; and nain : whom God hath raifed up, having loofed

u the pains of death
1|.&quot; Again, &quot;this Jefus halk

u God raifed up, whereof we all are witnelTes:

&quot; and therefore let all the houfe of Ifrael know af-

41
furcdly, that God hath made that fame Jefus,

&quot; whom ye have crucified, both lord and Chrift^.&quot;

I have ft-lecled thefe pailages out of many others, be-

caufe they give a plain account of our faviour. There

is a clear diftindlion between God and Chrift, Chrift

performed wonders, but it was by the power of

God

* Matt. xix. 17. f Matt. xi. 25. John xx. 17.

J Johnxiv. 21. H A&s n. 22. 24.

Aclsii. 32. fl Acts ii. 36.
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God by God s permiffion, he was delivered into

the hands of the Jews and (lain it Ivas God that

raifed up Chrift from the dead it was God that

made him lord and Chrift.

How then fay ye, in exprefs contradiction, to fcrip-

ture, and to common fenfe, that Jefus Chrift is God 5

making no difference between the great Being who

fent -and the man who was fent between him who

knoweth all things, and the man who declared, that

he did not know all things
* between him, who is

the God and Father of Jefus Chrift, and that fame

Jefu?, who declared that his Father was greater than

hef!
Confult common fenfe. Could God lie in the

womb of a woman ? Could Gcd expire on the crofs ?

Could God be buried in the grave ? Shocking fuppo-

fitions ! Brethren, examine for yourfelves. Let no

man deceive you, by a fpecious humility, to give wor-

fhip to any, but the one true God, for u thou {halt

u
worfhip him alone

J.&quot;

Secondly. Of the holy ghoft. Our forefathers

fuppofed, and, at the prefent day, ignorant people in

many countries fuppofe, that a man confifts of two

different fubftances ; one, which we can fee and feel ;

the other, a fubftancc not to be felt. When a man

died, they fuppofed that thefe two fubftances were fe-

parated one from the other. The body was conveyed
to the ground ; and the ghoft, for fo they called the

other

* Matt. xxiv. 36. f John xiv. 28. t Matt. iv. j o.
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other fubftance, hovered about the place. Hence a

number of idle tales are told about ghofts in church

yards ; and it was faid of a man dying, that he gave

up the ghoft. The papifts have not failed to make

ufe of this fooliih tale to very bad purpofes, for they

fay, that the ghoft is tormented for many years, in a

place called by them &quot;

purgatory.&quot;
The greek

word in the fcriptures, which means &quot;

fpirit,&quot;
or

&quot;

wind,&quot; or &quot;

breath,&quot; is frequently translated by

this word &quot;

ghoft.
*

But wherever it is fo tranflated,

it is applied to God, in the fame manner, as the fpirit

of a man is to a man. When you fay, fuch a man s

fpirit is gentle or untameable, you do not mean, that

the man and his fpirit are different perfons. Neither

ought you, when fpeaking of God, to
fay, that God

and his fpirit are different perfons. Your addrefles to

the holy ghoft have no foundation in fcripture, and

they are ftrictly prohibited by the firft commandment,
&amp;lt;c thou (halt have none other gods but me.&quot;

Thirdly. Of the trinity. Trinity is a latin word,

not to be found in the fcriptures. The notion, an

nexed to it in your creed, of three perfons, each of

whom is God, making but one God, is rank nonfenfe.

And will you, my brethren, enter into the prefence of

God, pretend to woifhip him, and yet give him a

name, the invention of idle and wicked difputers.

Reflect there is but one God, and his name is one,

and his glory will lie not give to another.

Perhaps you will reply to me, that I have felecled

thofe pafTages only, which favour my opinion, and

hare
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have neglected others, which prove Jefus Chrift to be

God. It is fufficient for me to obferve, that the

fcripture cannot contradict itfelf. The paflages, by

which you have been deluded (and I alfo once was

deceived, through the prejudices of birth, of education)

and of habit) to believe Chrifl to be God, will be

found, on examination, to convey no fuch meaning.

Search the fcriptures. Point out one fingle pafiage,

in which Jefus Chrift declared himfelf to be God.

Point out one, in which the apoflles declared him to

be God. In a matter of fuch importance, it is not

proper for you, to infer from this cr that pa/Tage, ill

explained, that he is God : but as he exprefsly declares

himfelf to be inferior to God, believe his words ; and,

as he. commands, worfliip the Father, in fpirit and in

truth.

Perhaps you will fay, that many pious and learned

men have died in your faith. Such men are alfo to be

found among catholics, among heathens. Yet you

will not fay, that the romifti religion is true, or that

idols are to be wormipped.

Perhaps you think it fufficient to follow, without

inquiry, the religion of your fathers. Had your fa

thers in fucccffion done the fame, what would now be

the religion of this country ? Three centuries ago,

they were immerfed in ignorance and popery ; fome

centuries farther back, they were grofs idolaters. On
this principle, Jefus Chrift and his apoflles would have

had no hearers. Be not deceived, brethren ; religion

is



is a perfonal concern the bible is open before you

from thence you are to form your opinions, not from

the notions ef your fathers, or the cuftoms of the

times.

Perhaps you will fay, you are ignorant, and thefe

things are myfteries. Brethren, to whom did Chrift:

preach ? Was it not to the poor ? Was it not to the

unlearned ? Were not his difciples from the lowed

of the people ? Did the great men, did any of the

rulers, or the pharifees, believe on him*? The pre-

fent times are like thofe in which Chrift preached.

The rich and learned are not more likely to become

his difciples now, than formerly. As to the myfteries

you talk of, remember that myftery means fomething

hidden
;

revelation means the difcovery of that, which

was hidden, and unknown f. There are no myfteries

in the religion of Jefus Chrift : his gofpcl is plain,

fimple, and clear. Even the &quot;

myftery of
iniquity,&quot;

which began to work in the apoftk s time, and now

works, and keeps in bondage the nations of Europe,

is fufficiently known, to every inquiring mind.

You will fay, perhaps, that by adopting my no

tions of the true God, you will lofe the benefit of

focial worfhip. The feven thoufand men, who re-

fufed to bend their knees to Baal, did no*-, you may
be fure, worlhip in the temples of Baal. Social wor

fhip is a very defirable thing : but for the fake of

focial prayer, I cannot worfhip an idol. Brethren, I

call

*
John vii. 48. f Mark iv. 22. Col. i. 26.
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call you from falfe obje6h of worftiip, to the worfhip

of the living God. If any one, who reads this ad-

drefs, believes with me, that there is one God only,

the God and Father of our lord Jefus Chrift, I call

on him to forfake the temples, where they have fet up

other obje&s of worfliip. To the reft, I fay, with the

apoftle, examine yourfelves, prove your ownfelves,

whether you be in the faith ? and if your inquiry leads

you to this great truth, that the God and Father of

our lord Jefus Chrift is the only true God, I fay to

you, with the fcriptures,

WORSHIP HIM ALONE.

W. FREND,

Jefus College, Cambridge,

Sept. 10, 1788.

A SE-
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OF ENGLAND,
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PROTESTANT TRINITARIANS
IN GENERAL,

&quot; We worfhip the Father, in fpirit and in truth : for

th^ Father fceketh fuch to worfhip him.&quot;
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A SECOND ADDRESS

TO THE

MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND,

AND TO

PROTESTANT TRINITARIANS
IN GENERAL.

BRETHREN,
v

I TOOK the liberty of exhorting you, in a former

addrefs, to turn from the fanciful gods, which,

through falfe notions of fcripture, you worfhip in the

place of the one true God, the God and Father of

our lord Jefus Chrift. I fhall now {hew you more

fully from fcripture, that the God and Father of Jefus

Chrift is the only true object of worfhip; proving it

to you from the exprefs commands of our faviour, his

own practice, and that of his apoftles.

I need not premife to you, brethren, that the com

mand and practice of our lord and faviour ought to be

the guide of your actions. You profefs to believe in

Chrift ; jou are therefore bound to obey him. Let us

then firft examine what he fays refpecting the object

of our worfhip.
A 2 Our
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Our faviour, in his excellent fermon on the mount,

and again, on the requeft of his difciples to be in-

{rruiSted how to pray, gives us a plain rule on this

fuVjeft :
cc After this manner, therefore, pray ye, Our

&quot;

Father, who art in heaven*.&quot; No precept can be

clearer ; and it is repeated frequently, with promifes,

that the Father would hear their prayers.
c&amp;lt; But

&quot; thou when thou prayeft, enter into thy clofet, and

&quot; when thou haft {hut thy door, pray to thy Father,
&quot; who is in fecret; and thy Father who feeth in

&amp;lt;c

fecret, (hall reward thee openly f. Verily, verily, I

*

f:iy
unto you, whutfoever ye fhallafk of the Father

u in my name, he will give it you J. And when ye
&quot; ftand praying, forgive, if ye have ought againft

&quot;

any, that
yr&amp;gt;ur

Father alfo, who is in heaven, may
u

forgive you your trefpaffes . If ye then, being evil,

u know how to give good gifts unto your children;

&amp;lt;c hov/ much more fhali your Father, who is in hea-

&amp;lt;c

ven, give good things to them that afk him||.

46
Again, I fay unto you, that if two of you {hall

&quot;

agree on earth, as touching any thing that they
&quot; {hall a{k, it {hall be done for them of my Father,

&quot; who is in heaven
^[&quot;.

Our faviour, indeed, had no idea of any other ob

ject of worfliip beficles the true God, and quotes a

palTage

* Matth. vi. 9. Luke xi. 2.
-f-

Matth. vi. 6.

J John xvi. 23. John xv. 16. Mark xi. 25.

||
Matth. vii. 1 1. Lul.e xi. 13. f Matt, xviii. 19.
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pafTagc from the writings of Mofe.s, \\ho ercfsly

commands the jews not to bow down to any other.

Our fuviour fays,
&quot; Get thee hence, Satan, for it

&quot;

is written, Thou (halt worfhip the Lord thy God&amp;gt;

&quot; and him only {halt thou ferve *.&quot; To the fa-

maritan woman he faith,
&quot; The hour cometh, and

&quot; now is, when the true worfhippers (hall worfhip
u the Father, in fpirit and in truth, for the Father

14 feeketh fuch to worfhip him f.&quot;

If we attend to the practice of Jefus Chrift, we

fhall find it agreeing with his precepts, and that he ad-

drefled himfelf always to the fame Being, &quot;his Father

u and our Father, his God and our God
J.&quot;

c I thank thee, O Father, lord of heaven and earth,
&quot; becaufc thou haft hidden thefe things from the wife
&quot; and prudent, and revealed them unto babes ; evea
44

fo, Father, for fo it feemed good in thy fight ||.

&quot;

Father, I thank thee, that thou haft heard me
.

&quot; And it came to pafs in thofe days, that he went out

u into a mountain to pray, and continued all night
&quot; in prayer to God ff. Thefe words fpake Jdu?, and
&quot; lifted up his eyes to heaven, and faid, Father, the

&quot; hour is come, glorify thy fon, that thy ion alfo may
&quot;

glorify thee **.&quot; Read attentively the whole f

A3 this

* Matth.iv. 10. Luke iv. 8.

f J; hn iv. 23. | John xx. 17.

[|
Matth. xi. 25. Luke x. 21.

J )haxi.4i. compare J &amp;gt;hn xii. 27, 28.

&amp;lt;g

Luk- v.
:

. i 2. **
John xviL i.
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Cf this prayer, it is a model for your own prayers ;

&amp;lt;c our faviour begins with an addrefs to the Father?

and repeats the fame frequently, faying, O Father

Holy Father O righteous Father. What abfur-

dities do not the trinitarians make of this excellent

prayer, when they talk of their God the fon their

God the holy ghoft their God, the holy, blefled, and

glorious trinity.

Our faviour continued to his death in this true and

proper mode of worfhip, the only one acceptable to

the fupreme being,
&quot; O my Father, if it be poffible,

&amp;lt;c let this cup pafs from me ; neverthelefs, not as

&amp;lt;c I will, but as thou wilt*. Father, forgive them :

&amp;lt;c for they know not what they do f. My God, my
&quot; God, why haft thou forfaken me {. Father, into

lt
thy hands I commend my fpirit ||.&quot;

From the precept of our faviour illuftrated by his

own practice, we conclude that the God and Father

of our lord Jefus Chrift is the only object of

worfhip; and in this opinion we are ftrengthened

by the precepts and general pra&ice of the apoftles.

* They continued daily with one accord, in the

u
temple, praifing God. When they heard, they

&quot;

lifted up their voice to God and faid, Lord, thou

art

* Matth. xxvi. 39, 42. Markxiv, 36. Lukexxii.42.

f Luke xxiii. 34. Matt, xxvii. 46. Markxv. 34.

}j
Luke xxiii. 46.

&amp;lt;j

Afts ii. 46, 47. compare iii. 8,9. x. 2. 31, 33.

xvi. M.
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&quot; art God, who haft made heaven and earth, the

&quot;

fea, and all that in them is for, of a truth, againft
&quot;

thy holy child Jefus, whom thou haft anointed, both

&quot; Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the gentiles and

&quot; the people of Ifrael, were gathered together and

&amp;lt;

now, Lord, behold their threatnings, and grant

that figns and wonders may be done in the name
&quot; of thy holy child Jefus*. But prayer was made,
&quot; without ceafing of the church, unto God for

&quot;

himf. Sirs, why do ye thefe things, we alfo are

&quot; men of like paffions with you, and preach unto
&quot;

you that ye fhould turn from thefe vanities unto

&quot; the living God, who made heaven and earth, and
&quot; the fea and all things that are therein^; ? He took
&quot;

bread, and gave thanks to God, in the prefencc
&quot; of them all.&quot;

You mayobjer, perhaps, that there is an inftance

to the contrary in the deacon Stephen, who, on the

point of death, called out,
&quot; Lord Jefus, receive my

&amp;lt;c

fpirit|[.&quot;
But you are to recollect the particular

circumftances in which he then was, that he faw Jefus

Chrift himfelf in glory, and feeing him, made, with

great propriety, this addrefs. If any of you, m^
brethren,

* Afts iv.
2.| , 27, 29, 30.

f Ads xii. 5. xi. 18. xvi. 25.

J Afts xiv. 25. xxvi. 20. compare attentively the

three fpeeches of St. Paul, xvii. 23.

$ Als xxvii. 35. xxviii. 15.

||
Afts vii. 59. compare Matth, viii. 25, xiv. 30.
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brethren, fhould fee our faviour in the fame circum-

ftance?, fiich an addrefs would be very proper.

The precepts of the apoftles, in their letters,

point out only one object of worfhip.
&quot; Now I

&quot; befeech you, brethren, for the lord Jefus Chrift s

&quot;

fake, and for the love of the fpirit, that ye ftrive,

u
together with me, in your prayers to God for me*.

lc Be careful for nothing, but, in every thing, by
&quot;

prayer and Replications, let your requefts be made
&quot; known unto GoJf. If any of you lack \vifdom,
&quot;

let him a,fk of God, who giveth to all men libe-

&amp;lt;

rallyJ. Giving thanks always unto Go.d, even the

&quot;

father, in the name of our lord Jefus Chrift.

4C
By him, therefore, let us offer the facrince of

&quot;

praife to God continually, that is, the fruit of our

&quot;

lips, giving thanks to his name||. Now the God
&quot; of patience and confolation grant you to be like-

lt minded one towards another, according to Jefus
&quot;

Chrift, that ye may, with one mind, glorify God,
&quot; even the Father of our lord Jefus Chriftfl.&quot;

To thefe precepts, their praHce alfo was con

formable. &quot;

Wherefore, I alfo ceafe not to give

f thanks for you, making mention of you in my
tc

prayer?, that the God of our lord Jefus Chrift,

u the Father of glory, may give unto you the fpirit

&quot; of

* Rom. xv. 30. xii. I. f Phil. iv. 6. Col. iii. 17.

t Jim. i. 5. 17. Eph. v. 20. i Cor. x. 31.

jj
Hcb. xiii. 25. fl Rom, xv. 5. 6.
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&quot; of wrfdom*. For this caufe I bow my knees unto

u the Father of our lord Jefus Chrift f. Brethren,
&quot;

my heart s defire and prayer to God for Ifrael is,

&quot; that they might be faved|.&quot;

Their doxologies, as they are called, or forms of

giving praife and glory to God, point out equally the

fame objc& of worfhip, the God of our lord Jefus

Chrift. &quot; Now unto him that is of power to efta-

&amp;lt;; blifh you according to my gofjx l,
and preaching

u of Jefus Chrift, according to the revelation of the

&quot;

myfteiy, which was kept fecrct fmcc the world

&quot;

began : To God only wife, be glory through

Jefus Chrift, for ever, Atnen. Blcfll-d be God,
&amp;lt;c even the Father of our lord Jjfus Chrift, the

&quot; Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort
|j.

&quot; Now unto the king eternal, immortal, invifible,

&quot; the only wife God, be honour and glory, for ever

&quot; and ever, Amen^f. But the God of all grace, who
^ hath called us unto his eternal glory by Chrift Je-
tc

fus, after that ye have fuffered awhile, make you
&quot;

perfect, ftablifti, ftrengthen, fettle you j to him be

a
glory and dominion for ever and ever *. Now the

&quot; God

*
Eph. i. 15, 16, 17. Phil. i. 3. iii. 3. 2 Thefl*. i. 5,

II, 12.

f Eph. iii. 14. Col. i. 3. iv. 3. i Theft*, i. 2, 9.

J Rom. x. 1.1.8,9. 2 Cor. xiii. 7. i Cor. i. 4.

2 Tim. i. 3.

Rom. xvi. 25, 27. Eph. iii, 20.

II
2 Cor. i. 3. ii. 14. Eph. i. 3. i Pet. i. 3.

f i Tim. i. 17. vi. 16. Phil. iv. 20.



u God of peace, that brought again from the dead

&quot; our lord Jefus Chrift, that great {hepherd of the

w
fheep, through the blood of the everlafting cove-

&quot;

nant, make you perfect unto every good work, to

&amp;lt;c do his will, working in you that which is pleafing
&quot; in his fight, through Jefus Chrift ; to whom bs

&quot;

glory for everf.&quot;

Such, my brethren, are the fcripture forms and

now let me afk you, where are yours to be found ?

Not in fcripture, I aflure you, but in mafs-books,

in prayer-books eftabliftied by authority, in decrees

of popes and councils, and in acts of parliament.

Are mafs-books, decrees of popes and councils, or

acls of parliament, the laws of chriftians ? I deteft

and abjure them ail ;
for neither the pope nor

council, nor king, nor bifhop, nor fynod, nor par

liament, have power to impofe any form whatever,

much lefs their impious forms on chriftians. I my-

felf have indeed obeyed thefe things. I have been a

fervant of antichrift : but I thank God, even the

God and Father of our lord Jefus Chrift, that he has

enabled me to tear from my forehead the accurfed

mark. In matters of religion, I declare myfelf the

fubject of Jefus Chrift alone ; in civil matters I am

the fubject of the civil magiftrate, whom, according to

the fcriptures, I willingly obey.

Is

*
i Pet. v. 10, 11. compare 2 Cor. ix. 10. &c.

Rom. xi. 36.

f Heb. xvii. 20, 2i, Rom, xv. 13. 2 Tim, iv. 18,

i Pet. iv. ii.



Is it not aftoniftilng, brethren, that, notwithftand-

ing the variety of excellent forms in the new Tefta-

ment, many of your clergy and minifters (hould adopt

a form equally repugnant to fcripture and to common

fenfe; it is utual for them to add at the clofe of their

fermons,
&quot; now to God the Father, God the fon, and

God the holy ghoft, be afcribed, as is moft due, aH

honour and glory, now and for ever.&quot; Thus they

fcruple not to offend the majefty of heaven, and in-

ftead of obeying the fcriptures, they follow the vain

traditions of men.

Brethren, I fpeak plainly to you, becaufe I lament

the ftate into which you are fallen. I would exhort

you to ttirn from your wicked errors, and to read with

attention the words of Chrift and his apoftles. There

aie paflages, it is certain, in your Teftament ill-

tranflated, but an honeft mind cannot fail of coming
to the truth, if he compare fcripture with fcripture;

but if you are refolved to be led away by the difficul

ties, which, from an obfcure or ill-trandated text, a

prieft may throw in your way, be allured that you are

far gone from the fimplicity of the gofpel, and make

the fcripture a fcurce of infinite confufion.

Having (hewn to you, brethren, that Chrift and

his apoftles worfhipped one God, the father of us all,

I {hall remove a
difficulty, which evil men frequently

throw in your way, flandering us, as if we degraded

our faviour. Becaufe we worfhip only one God,

they fay, that we difhonour Chrift. We give Chrift

all
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all due honour, but we cannot, without blafphemy,

make him equal to our maker. The fcriptures are

our guide in this refpecT. alfo. They teach us that,

&quot;

Jefus Chriit was a man like ourfeives, fin only ex-

&quot;

cepted*, that he is the beloved Ton of Godf the

&quot;

holy one, the juft, the prince of life, the lord of

&quot;

all^;
that he is the lamb of God, that taketh away

&quot; the fins of the world that in him, and no other, is

&quot; falvation ;
for there is no other name under heaven

&quot;

given among men, whereby we muft be faved|| that

&quot; God hath exalted him, and given him a name,
w which is above every name, that at the name of

&quot;

Jefus every knee (hould bow, and that every tongue
&quot; fhould confefs, that Jefus is lord, to the glory of

&quot; God the Father^ that he is made of God, unto

a us wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fanclification,

u and redemption** that he is ordained of God to

&amp;lt;c be the judge of quick and dead If.&quot; Infhort, we

fay with St. Paul,
&quot;

that, when God raifed him from

&quot; the dead, he fet him at his own right hand in the

&quot;

heavenly place?, far above all principality and

&quot;

power, and might, and dominion, and every name
&quot; that is named, not only in this world, but the world

te to come, and put all things under his feet, and gave
&quot; him to be the head over all things to the church,

&quot; which

* Heb. iv. 15. f Matth. iii. 17.

J AQs iii. 14, 15. ii. 36. John i. 29.

||
Aclsiv. 12. fl

Phil. ii. 9, 10, n.
**

i Cor. i. 30. tf Aftsx. 42.
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* c which is his body, even the fullncfs of him that

&quot; fillethallmall*.&quot;

Thus we give Chrift all glory, honour and power,

that the fcriptures direct to be given, ftill believing

that,
&quot; there is one God and Father of all, who is

tc above all, and through all, and in you all f that

&quot; there is one God, and one mediator between God
&amp;lt;c and man, the man Chrift Jefus J.&quot;

We believe farther,
cc that Chrift fhall return to

&quot;

this earth, {hall have dominion over all, putting all

&quot; enemies under his feet: after which, cometh the

&quot;

end, when he (hall have delivered up the kingdom
&quot; to Gocl, even the Father then fhall the fon alib

&quot; himfelf be fubjccl: unto him, that put all things un-
&quot; der him, that God may be all inall.&quot;

Of true chriftians we fay,
&quot; that they are the

&quot; children of God|| ; heirs of God, and joint heirs

&quot; with Chriftqy. We are no more ftrangers and fo-

&quot;

rcigners, but fellow-citizens with the faints, and
&quot; are built upon the foundation of the apoftles and

prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf being the chief cor-
&quot; ner ftone**&quot;. We believe, that eternal life is

the free gift of God, through Jefus Chrift our
&quot; lord

ft.&quot;

But, brethren, if our
privileges are great, we know

alfo that we muft attend to our conduct, and &quot; that

&quot;the

*
Eph. i. 10, &c. f Eph. iv.6.

J i Tim. ii.
5. ! Cor. xv. 24.

II
Gal - &quot;i- 26.

^r Rom. viii. 16, 17.*
Eph. ii. 19, 20, ff- Rom. vi. 23,

B
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&quot; the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but

&quot;

righteoufnefs and peace, and joy in the holy
t

ghoft*
-

} that we are not to live unto ourfelves, but

u unto Chriftf ; and though it doth not appear, what
&quot; we fhall be, we are certain, that when Chrifl fhall

&quot;

appear, we fhall be like him, for we fhall fee him as

&amp;lt;

heisi.&quot;

Thus, brethren, I have, with the utmoft plainnefs,

fpoken to you on fubje6ts of the greateft importance

to a rationa
:

creature. The bible is the rock on

which I ftand, and I exhort you to ftudy it with atten

tion, cafting off the yoke that narrow-minded priefls

and minifters would impofe upon you. And I can

not conclude this addrefs to you, without repeating

my chief pofitions ;
that God is one, and that the

whole do&rine of the trinity is a libel on the fcrip-

tures, and an infult on the underftanding of mankind.

* Rom. xiv, 17. f 2 Cor. v. 14. J i Johniii. 2.

W. FREND.

JESUS COLLEGE,
DEC. 25, 1788.

THE END,
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