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one | The Fourth Man

Like a glittering diamond on a couch of velvet, the
city of Jerusalem is set among the hills of Judea, in the exact
geographical center of the earth. It is the city of God the
King. In ]erusal'e'r_ri— the temple of Jehovah stood in its mag-
nificent glory, upon its altars were offered sacrifices, blood
was shed for the forgiveness of the people of God. Prophets
walked the streets of Jerusalem proclaiming the way of the
Lord; Priests chanted their rituals and the law of God went
forth in the land.

God placed His name in Jerusalem and met with His
people there.:

Far away from Jerusalem was another city: the greatest
city the pride and skill of man ever built. Its walls were
three hundred feet high and wide enough at the top for
eight chariots to run races side by side. Inside the walls of
Babylon was the palace of Nebuchadnezzar which was
more like a fortress for it was surrounded by walls seven
miles around. Nearby were the famous “hanging gardens,”
that Nebuchadnezzar built for his wife and that became one
of the wonders of the ancient world. The beautiful river
Euphrates wound its way through Babylon adding much
to the wondrous beauty of the city.
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The heathen temple Bel was situated in the very heart of
the city, its spires towered six hundred feet skyward. On its
altars were offered animals which had been strangled to
death and which later were sold in the meat shops of Baby-
Ion. This is why young Daniel and his companions declared:
“We will not defile ourselves with the king’s meat.” They
refused to eat meat from animals which had been sacrificed
to-idol gods.

Nebuchadnezzar was the proudest king that ever sat on
an earthly throne. His armies had conquered the world and
at the time the three Hebrew children were captured and
brought to Babylon he was the undisputed ruler of the
world.

One day Nebuchadnezzar led his crack legions across the
burning, shimmering sands of the desert and laid siege to
Jerusalem where the people of God had turned away from
the paths of righteousness and were violating His sacred
laws.

With their battering rams the Babylonians tore down the
walls of the “city of the great king,” plundered and sacked
Jerusalem, destroyed the temple and as trophies of their
victory led captive the very flower of the nation. Among the
captives were the three Hebrew children: Shadrach, Me-
shach and Abednego.

Standing on one of the hills overlooking their ruined city,
these young Hebrew princes said in their melancholy, “O
Jerusalem, O Jerusalem, if we forget thee let our right hand
forget its cunning and our tongue cleave to the roof of our
mouth.”

Weeks later they passed inside the gates of Babylon, cap-
tives to a heathen king. They were led down to the banks of
the Euphrates where the curious Babylonians came to gaze
on them. “Play for us on your instruments,” said the Baby-
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lonians, “sing for us some of the songs of Zion.” They re-
plied, “How can we sing the songs of our God in a strange
land?”

Scarcely had they become accustomed to the splendor of
their surroundings until they heard the sound of all kinds of
music and everywhere about them the Babylonians fell
prostrate to the ground, clasping their hands together and

crying,
“Great is Nebuchadnezzar our God!
There is no God in the earth but Nebuchadnezzar]”

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were astounded. The
Babylonians were worshiping Nebuchadnezzar, a man, as
God. They stood their ground refusing to bow. “Thou shalt
have no other Gods before me,” their God had commanded.
The Lord Jehovah was the only true God, whether in Baby-

lon or Jerusalem, or in heaven or earth.

RELIGION WILL BE TRIED

These three young men came face to face with an inescap-
able fact: true religion will be tried. Whether these boys
live in Jerusalem or Babylon they will be tried. The devil
will be after them. b

A Methodist Bishop was traveling across the United States
on a preaching mission. His train pulled into a little town
for a brief stop. He saw the colored porter standing nearby.
“Porter!” the Bishop called.

“Whatcha want, boss?”

“I would like to ask you about the religious condition of
the people in your town. Is there anyone here who has old-
time religion?”

“Yes suh, plenty of folks round heah have religion.”
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“Is the devil after any of them?” the Bishop asked.

The porter smiled and quick as a flash replied, “Yes suh,
the devil is after them that’s got it.”

The devil is after the people who have old-time religion.
I know. He is after me.

It matters not where you live or where you travel, your
religious convictions will be tried. Thousands of people are
severely tried even while attending our campaigns.

One night a beautiful young girl responded to my call to
the unsaved. She was gloriously saved. She returned to her
chair with shining eyes and a burning heart. She said to her
boy friend, “O it's wonderful what Jesus has done for me
tonight. Come on and go with me to the prayer tent. I want
you to receive Jesus as your Saviour too.”

He laughed in her face.

She didn’t know what to do or say. When he continued to
laugh and poke fun at her she turned to him, looked him
full in the face and said very quietly, “All right, if you won't
go to heaven with me, I am not going to hell with you!”

This young woman was made out of the right kind of
stuff. She knew where she was going. She wanted others to
go with her. But one thing sure: she was going, even if she
had to go alone.

A few months ago I received a beseeching letter from a
woman whose husband was up-and-down and in-and-out
in his religious experience. It seemed that he had been re-
claimed in one of our meetings and for a few months there-
after, he was very religious. But now he was beginning to
backslide again.

She wanted to know if I would let him join my party and
travel with me all the time. “I just know he'll stay saved if
he could be around you all the time,” she wrote.

I thought about it for a moment. Then I realized that re-
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ligion is not a thing of environment, it is an attitude of the
heart. It is inner peace and power brought into the spirit by
the power of God when a person repents of his sins and
gets right with his God. If one will cultivate the spirit of
Christ in his heart it will give him vast strength, great prin-
ciples to live by, and an ever-increasing faith.

But religion gives power to a man’s life only when he
wants to serve God as a matter of principle, when he makes
it his attitude and desire. Although he might receive very
definite help from another Christian yet his own religion is
sufficient to enable him to live victoriously and courageously
in any circumstance, condition or environment., Isn’t that
right? If you believe that, say, “Amen.”

So I reasoned that if the woman’s husband lived where
he could attend church and practice his faith in God that
he should have no difficulty keeping his religion for his re-
ligion would keep him. A man just has to practice his faith,
that’s all. What good would it do to let him join my party.
We are on the front lines in this battle for God. It is dan-
gerous up here where the devil is contesting every step I
take and fighting me from all sides. What would this man
do up here where the battle is really hot if he can’t stay
saved even in the quiet and safety of his own home?

No, the only answer to his problem is to dig down to the
bedrock of real heart-felt religion and anchor his soul for-
ever on the Rock of Ages. When he really wants God’s way
and daily practices his faith in God he will find that circum-
stances and environment will have absolutely no power
over him; his faith will open up a path for him in the wilder-
ness, create an oasis for him in the desert, and will make
him feel like “running through a troop and jumping over
a wall.”

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to bow and
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were reported to Nebuchadnezzar. The informers said, “O
king, there are three young men in your kingdom who re-
fuse to bow to your image!”

Enraged, he cried, “Bring them to me.”

Shortly, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego stood before
the king. “Is it true, that when you hear the sound of music,
you do not fall down and worship me?”

They nodded.

“Perhaps, you don’t understand then,” he said.

They understood.

“Now I will give you another chance,” Nebuchadnezzar
said. “If and when you hear the sound of any kind of music,
you fall down and worship me, well and good.”

He saw them stiffen.

He said, “I warn you. Whether you realize it or not I am
god. Why, I have captured not only the nations of the
earth, I have captured all their gods as well. I have a stock-
pile of gods here in Babylon. I have become god myself.”

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego set their shoulders,
they knew what was coming.

Nebuchadnezzar continued, “When I captured Jerusalem,
I couldn’t find your God. He seems to have no physical
likeness or earthly form. Therefore, you have no God. Now,
if you don’t bow down and worship my image I will cast
you alive into the midst of a burning fiery furnace and who
will be that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?”

GOD IS ABLE

Without a moment’s hesitation, without the flicker of an
eyelash, they said, “Our God whom we serve is able to
deliver us!”

He is ablel!
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Thank God, our God is able!

Let the angels shout it, “Our God is able!”

Let weakness lie limp on His shoulder, “Our God is able!”

Bring forth the royal diadem, “Our God is able!”

Let the heathen rage and imagine a vain thing, “Our God
is able!”

Let the hosts of hell assail, “Our God is able!”

Let the devil roar in his fury, “Our God is able!”

Let the kings of the earth tremble, “Our God is able!”

Let Nebuchadnezzar heat his furnace seven times hotter
than ordinary, “Our God is able!”

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego knew God was able.
They were not saying He was able in order to bolster their
own courage, they were speaking out of knowledge and
experience. The record of their God was that He is able. The
prophets declared it. The Psalmist sang it. The children of
Israel danced on the sands of the Red Sea and shouted that
He was able. They remembered His outstretched hand, they
had knowledge of His spirit. They believed this so strongly
that they felt that their God-—unseen and invisible—was
more real to them than the impostor standing before them
in his blasphemous assumption.

“Our God whom we serve is able,” they shouted. (God is
always able to those who serve Him.) “Our God is able to
deliver us,” they said, “and He will deliver us out of thy
hand, O king.”

They knew God was able.

They knew God would deliver them.

They knew that they would be delivered from the king’s
hands.

Such was the power of their faith in God.

Nebuchadnezzar had succeeded in locking them within
the walls of Babylon but he could not lock their God out.
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He had isolated them from their environment but he could
not separate them from their God. He had carted them
away from the city of the great King but he could not keep
the great King from going with them.

God was with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and
they knew it. His presence was real enough for them to
refuse to bow. They knew in their refusal God would de-
liver them.

This is a wonderful thing to know. Everyone who knows
God can know it. But He must be your God and you must
serve Him.

The three Hebrew children did not stop by declaring
their God whom they served was able to deliver them and
would deliver them. They said, “But if not, we will not bow
down to thy image or serve thy gods.”

This was the first time anyone ever had the courage and
faith to tell the old blasphemous king to get in his place.
He was enraged and became panic-stricken. He recognized
the seeds of rebellion and knew that if they were not de-
stroyed his kingdom could not last. Screaming for his most
powerful soldiers, he commanded them to heat the furnace
and throw Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in it to burn
so he could make them a lesson to the people in his kingdom.

“And Nebuchadnezzar commanded the most mighty men

in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.” (He

had a healthy respect for the servants of God.)

These men bound Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego with
their clothes on. The king’s commandment was urgent and
the fire hot.

In their haste to cast them into the furnace the soldiers
got a little too close to the fire themselves and were con-
sumed. They weren’t made out of the right kind of stuff.
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FATE OF A COMPROMISER

Who were these soldiers? They were closest to the king,
his most trusted men. They polished his boots and bowed
before him and did his bidding. What did they get out of
it? When they got close enough to the fire to feel it they
were fragile and combustible. They could not endure.

Compromisers pay an awful price.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego said, “We may burn
but we won't bow.” They were perfectly willing to suffer
for their religion but they would not compromise.

But they found out when they would not bow they could
not burn!

When the soldiers who bowed came near the fire they
burned! Compromisers will burn!

One of the best men I ever knew found this out. He fell
in love with my ministry of Bible deliverance. “Brother
Roberts, this is wonderful,” he said to me, “I never knew
God was so good before!” He was healed through my
prayers and got a very definite lift for his own ministry.
He began preaching with new zeal and power. He was
stirring people for he had a revival kindling in his soul.

One day a prominent member of his church called him
off to one side and told him that if he didn’t stop preaching
the way he was the church would kick him out. My friend
cooled off and in a few days he became exceedingly cool
to me. I heard of certain statements he made against my
ministry in order to justify his compromise. His true friends
were crushed but when they would talk to him they had no

" effect at all. In two months he dried up in his soul, became

very bitter and soon was actively opposed to God’s ministry
of deliverance.
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I fell on my knees and prayed to God to save him from
his folly for I know the fate of men who compromise their
convictions. But my prayers were not enough. He had made
his decision to bow and therefore he must burn.

Months passed. One day someone came to me in tears and
said, “Brother Roberts, have you heard about Brother so-
and-so?”

I said, “No, what has happened?”

“His church has kicked him out without mercy.”

“I am not surprised. How is he taking it?”

“He is crushed. He sees his mistake. He says he never
should have compromised.”

And neighbor, that is right; he never should have com-
promised.

You will always lose the thing you gained by compromise,
If you bow you will burn. But if you will not bow, you can-
not burn. God will take care of you.

The outcome of my friend’s experience is that once more
he has opened his heart to preach God’s power to set men
free in soul, mind and body. He has seen his mistake. He
now realizes that you win only by obeying God, not man.
He said to me, “Brother Roberts, had I known then what
I know now perhaps I could have saved my church and
myself. As it is I am practically starting over. I've got to
take up where I left off.”

THINGS WE HAVE COMPROMISED

Many people in the church are compromising their
testimony. Old convictions once’dear to the heart of the
church are being stifled and in their place there is com-
promise. Many outstanding ministers who once preached
under the anointing of the Holy Ghost have bowed to
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certain groups in their midst and today they are burning.

I smell the scorching of human souls, the smell of fire is
on our garments.

I charge the church with three grievous compromises:

Bible Holiness. Heart purity, clean living, separation from
the world, holiness of life. The word “holiness” has become
an abomination unto us. We have turned up our nose to
holiness. We are ashamed to use that word in our preaching
and our conversation. But God loves holiness. “Holiness
unto the Lord,” is one of the famous slogans of the Bible.
The Hebrew writer urged the people to holiness for he
said . . . without holiness no man shall see the Lord.”

The experience of sanctification which produces holiness
of heart and life has become a byword, something to be
looked down on by the ecclesiastical groups. But God says,
“This is the will of God even your sanctification.”

I think I see signs of a turning back to holiness, even
among some of the churches who have been so hostile to
it. They are beginning to realize that to have power you
must first be holy and set apart from the world.

The only successful way to handle the problem of worldli-
ness in the church is to preach Bible holiness until our
people have become holy. No man can be separated from
the world until first he is separated unto God. Holiness of
heart is a pure love for God and a holy hatred of sin. Holi-
ness is the dividing line. It is the great separator of the
spirit from the flesh, heaven from hell, righteousness and
sin.

Worldliness is selfishness, it is living as one pleases,
doing as the world does. Worldliness is an attitude that
permeates the whole life. We look on a person who is living
a worldly life and say, “He is worldly.” We have observed
his bad habits, his intemperance and by those acts declare



14 The Fourth Man and Other Famous Sermons

him to be worldly. He is manifesting what he is within.
There is no use to preach to him that he should quit his bad
habits, we must show him the way of holiness, directing him
to consecrate his life to God so that he can be sanctified
holy. God will then take out of his heart the very appetite
and desire for worldly things. Holiness cures from within,
It is the glorious liberation of the whole life from any
impurity and from all worldly desires. And it is the redirect-
ing of the life in those channels of unselfish service to man-
kind. In a word, holiness is unselfishness. But no man can be
holy until first he consecrates himself and is sanctified by the
blood of Christ.

We must make room in our doctrines, our preaching, our
church emphasis and our daily lives for bible holiness—un-
* selfishness of heart and life.

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost. I charge the church with
compromising the powerful experience of the Upper Room,
the Holy Ghost and fire which the disciples received on
Pentecost morning. No one knows the importance of the
Holy Ghost like God does. He commanded the disciples to
“Tarry until” they were “endued with power from on high,”

for he said, “ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not "

many days hence.”

The baptism of the Holy Ghost then was a definite thing
to be received, the disciples were commanded to tarry be-
fore the Lord until they received it. They were promised
it in a few days; they actually received it ten days later
and when they received it things began to happen.

It is important that they spoke with tongues as the Spirit
gave utterance but more important that in receiving the
Holy Ghost as a personal enduement of power from on high
they were “fired up” and “empowered” to go forth to the
people, preaching the risen Jesus whom the people had just
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crucified. It took a lot of courage and power to face the
howling mobs that crucified their Saviour. But the Holy
Ghost supplied that power.

The baptism of the Holy Ghost did many things to the
disciples, three of them stand out above the others: this
experience gave them power to win souls, it gave them
power to heal the sick, it gave them power to stand persecu-
tion. In all these things they, “walked in the comfort of the
Holy Ghost.”

I'll tell you why we are not winning very many lost souls,
why we are failing to heal the sick, why we have little per-
secution: we have compromised our attitude and belief
toward the baptism of the Holy Ghost.

God cannot bless us in our compromising. The smell of
fire is on our garments. And the thing that hurts most of
all is that if we would change our attitude and actually
tarry before our God and receive the same Holy Ghost
experience as they did at Pentecost we could and would win
tens of thousands more souls, bring healing to multitudes
and would count it the rarest honor to suffer shame for Jesus’
sake!

If you believe that, say, “Amen!”

Healing. We have compromised on our Lord’s sweet com-
passion to heal and his willingness to deliver our sick and
afflicted.

I said to one of the leading preachers of this generation,
a man who is winning many souls but who has no heart of
compassion toward the sick and afflicted, a man who feels
no burden to carry out our Lord’s command to “heal the sick
and cast out devils"—to him I said, “My brother, what are
you going to do about the healing of the sick?”

He replied, “I am leaving them to you.”

I said, “Thank you, I gladly accept them.”
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Our Saviour came into this world of sin and sickness and
demon-power saying, “The spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”

This same Jesus later said, “The thief cometh not but for
to steal and to kill; I am come that they might have life and
that they might have it more abundantly.”

Peter described Jesus’ ministry by one comprehensive
statement: “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and power, who went about doing good, healing all
who were oppressed of the devil, for God was with him.”

Jesus charged his disciples to “heal the sick and to cast
out devils.” He never sent forth a disciple to preach without
charging him to heal the people’s sicknesses. Many of the
disciples returned to Jesus with great joy, saying, “Lord,
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.”

Yet today an alarming number of ministers and churches
have closed their hearts to the suffering of human life. They
have no healing ministry, they make no effort to show the
almighty power of faith over sickness and demon-power.
“Thy faith doth make thee whole,” is seldom said to those
who would be healed through faith if they only had guid-
ance and inspiration.

The prophet Jeremiah describes these churches and minis-
ters: “You have healed the hurt of my people only slightly.”

What an indictment against the church that carries the
name of Jesus. And yet everyone of us knows beyond the
shadow of a doubt that if Jesus were here among us today in
the flesh that he would still heal the sick and cast out devils.
The roads would be lined with thousands bringing their sick
to Jesus for healing. Not a one of them would be turned away.
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Men and women, what is wrong with us today? Why have
we allowed ourselves to backslide from our healing faith?
Why are we paying preachers their weekly salaries to hear
them tell us, “The days of miracles are over,” when down
deep inside us we know that “Jesus Christ is the same yes-
terday, today and forever!” Why? Why?

We must arouse ourselves. Jesus is coming soon. We must
work quickly to snatch men from hell and to heal the sick in
our midst. This is no time to fuss and fume, to bicker and
quarrel, to split theological hairs over points of doctrine—
this is the time to carry out our Lord’s command to deliver
our generation.

LIFE’S FIERY FURNACES

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego said, “We may burn
but we won’t bow.” The angry king finally succeeded in hav-
ing them thrown with all their clothes on into the burning
fiery furnace. They slammed the door shut and stood back,
waiting for the fire to consume the three Hebrew children.

Life’s fiery furnaces. How real they are today. Hundreds
of people in this great audience of over 8,000 people have
been thrown into fiery furnaces heated seven times hot. You
have been thrust into the furnace for your testimony, your
integrity and conviction. You wouldn’t bow.

Some of you have had some of your dearest friendships
betrayed. j

I know how hot that furnace is for I too have had many of
my friendships betrayed. Some of my friends have given no
reason; they simply have turned their backs. I know of no
furnace hotter than the loss of friendship.

Sometimes the fiery furnace that opens its burning mouth
to sear us is financial setback and material loss.
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Lee Braxton, our National radio director, faced this fur-
nace over twenty years ago. At that time he was earning
only $30.00 a week as an automobile mechanic. One day he
repaired a man’s car so well that the man offered him a job
at $70.00 a week if he would manage his garage for him., Lee
gladly accepted. Then the man told him that he would have
to work on Sunday. That was against Lee’s religion. He had
been taught to keep the Lord’s day holy. He saw the extra
$40.00 a week, which his family needed, slip between his
fingers.

A few months ago when he was telling me about this, I
asked him what he said to the man. He said, “I'm sorry, sir,
but I can’t take the job. It would violate my convictions
about the Sabbath day.”

“Then what did you do?” I asked.

“I went back to my job making $30.00 a week. In a few
short weeks an opportunity for advancement far greater
than the $70.00 a week came to me. Not only would this new
opportunity increase my wages far beyond what I had been
offered but I did not have to work on Sunday.”

I said, “Lee, if you had it to do over what would you do?”

“I would do exactly as I did. I would put God first. He has
blessed me a thousand times above my expectations.”

Sometimes life’s fiery furnaces burn fiercely with sickness
and affliction. We have been well and strong all our lives and
suddenly we are laid low with a terrible affliction. I know, I
have had tuberculosis in both lungs. What a hot furnace this
is.

Job was smitten with sore boils from head to toe, was
deserted by his wife, was ridiculed and accused by men who
claimed to be his friends, was left alone on an ash heap out-
side an oriental village. But he wouldn’t bow. When his wife
said, “Curse God and die,” he replied, “You speak as a foolish
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woman.” When his friends declared God had forsaken him,
he cried, “I know my redeemer liveth.” Job held true and
soon was gloriously healed.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were cast into the
midst of the furnace in Babylon. A few minutes passed. The
furnace rumbled on its foundations and white-hot flames
leaped skyward. The three Hebrew children were in those
flames.

Pretty soon Nebuchadnezzar came near the mouth of the
furnace and looked in. When he did he was astonished. He
shouted to his princes and governors, “Come here, quick!”

“Did not we cast three men bound into the fire?” he
shouted.

“True, O king,” his men replied.

“Look!” he cried. “Look! I see four men loose and they are
walking in the midst of the flames! And the form of the
fourth is like unto the Son of God!”

Hallelujah!

The Fourth Man had come to help Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego in the urgency of their need. He had subdued
the crackling flames, robbed the fire of its sting, torn off the
bonds of his servants, lifted them up and while the old king
watched he was walking arm-in-arm with the three Hebrew
children right in the middle of the flames.

Let me recapitulate: When Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego hung their harps on the willows, refusing to sing the
songs of Zion to the mocking Babylonians, a thrill went
through heaven. When the music sounded and Babylonians
fell to the ground chanting praises to Nebuchadnezzar, the
three Hebrew children stood erect. All heaven was alerted.

When they stood before the king and declared they might
burn but they wouldnt bow, the Son of God said, “If you
won't bow, I'll see to it that you won’t burn!”

t
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When the soldiers threw these boys into the furnace, the
Fourth Man hurled himself through space and in a moment’s
time was at their side going into the burning fiery furnace
with them. By the time the door was shut he had ripped off
their bonds, and clothed them with divine asbestos. When
the king looked in, all four of them were walking around in
the fire, unhurt and untouched by the flames. The form of
the Fourth Man was like the Son of God.

Who is this Fourth Man?

In Genesis he is the Seed of the Woman,

In Exodus he is the Passover Lamb,

In Leviticus he is Our High Priest,

In Numbers he is the Pillar of Cloud by day and the
Pillar of Fire by night,

In Deuteronomy he is the Prophet like unto Moses,

In Joshua he is the Captain of our Salvation,

In Judges he is our Judge and Lawgiver,

In Ruth he is our Kinsman Redeemer,

In I and II Samuel he is our Trusted Prophet,

In Kings and Chronicles he is our Reigning King,

In Ezra he is the Rebuilder of the Broken Down Walls
of Human Life,

In Esther he is our Mordecai,

and in Job he is our Ever-Living Redeemer,
“For I know my redeemer liveth.”

Who is this Fourth Man?

In Psalms he is our Shepherd,

In Proverbs and Ecclesiastes he is our Wisdom,

In the Song of Solomon he is our Lover and Bridegroom,

In Isaiah he is the Prince of Peace,

In Jeremiah he is the Righteous Branch,

In Lamentations he is our Weeping Prophet,

The F oufth Man

In Ezekial he is the wonderful Four-Faced Man,

and in Daniel the Fourth Man in “Life’s Fiery Fur-
naces.”

Who is this Fourth Man?

In Hosea he is the Faithful Husband,
“Forever married to the backslider,”

In Joel he is the Baptizer with the Holy Ghost and Fire,

In Amos he is our Burden-Bearer,

In Obadiah he is the Mighty to Save,

In Jonah he is our great Foreign Missionary,

In Micah he is the Messenger of Beautiful Feet,

In Nahum he is the Avenger of God’s Elect,

In Habakkuk he is God’s Evangelist, crying,
“Revive thy work in the midst of the years,”

In Zephaniah he is our Saviour,

In Haggai he is the Restorer of God’s Lost Heritage,

In Zechariah he is the Fountain opened up in the House
of David for Sin and Uncleanness,

In Malachi he is the Sun of Righteousness, rising with
Healing in His Wings.

Who is this Fourth Man?

In Matthew he is the Messiah,

In Mark he is the Wonder-Worker,

In Luke he is the Son of Man,

In John he is the Son of God,

In Acts he is the Holy Ghost,

In Romans he is our Justifier,

In I and II Corinthians he is our Sanctifier,

In Galatians he is our Redeemer from the Curse of the
Law,

In Ephesians he is the Christ of Unsearchable Riches,

In Philippians he is the God Who Supplies all our
Needs,
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In Colossians he is the Fulness of the Godhead Bodily,

In I and II Thessalonians he is our Soon Coming King,

In I and II Timothy he is our Mediator between God
and Man,

In Titus he is our Faithful Pastor,

In Philemon he is a Friend that Sticketh Closer than a
Brother.

Who is this Fourth Man?

In Hebrews he is the Blood of the Everlasting Cove-
nant,

In James he is our Great Physician, for
“The prayer of faith shall save the sick,”

In I and II Peter he is our Chief Shepherd
Who soon shall appear with a Crown of Unfading
Glory,

In I, IT and III John he is Love,

In Jude he is the Lord coming with Ten Thousands of
His Saints,

And in Revelation he is the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords!

WHO IS THIS FOURTH MAN?

He is Abel’s Sacrifice, Noah’s Rainbow, Abraham’s Ram,
Isaac’s Wells, Jacob’s Ladder, Issachar’s Burdens, Jacob’s
Sceptre, Balaam’s Shiloh, Moses” Rod, Joshua’s Sun and
Moon that stood still, Elijah’s Mantle, Elisha’s Staff, Gid-
eon’s Fleece, Samuel’s Horn of Oil, David’s Slingshot, Isaiah’s
Fig Poultice, Hezekiah’s Sundial, Daniel’s Visions, Amos’
Burden and Malachi’s Sun of Righteousness.

Who is this Fourth Man?

He is Peter’s Shadow, Stephen’s Signs and Wonders,
Paul's Handkerchiefs and Aprons and John’s Pearly White
City.
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Who is this Fourth Man?

He is a Father to the Orphan, Husband to the Widow, to
the traveler in the night he is the Bright and Morning Star,
to those who walk in the Lonesome Valley he is the Lily of
the Valley, the Rose of Sharon and Honey in the Rock.

He is the Brightness of God’s Glory, the Express Image of
His Person, the King of Glory, the Pearl of Great Price, the
Rock in a Weary Land, the Cup that runneth over, the Rod
and Staff that comfort and the Government of our life is
upon his shoulders.

Who is this Fourth Man?

He is Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of the living God! My
Saviour, my companion, my Lord and King!

UNTOUCHED BY THE FIRE

The Fourth Man was not responsible for Nebuchadnez-
zar’s infamous act of throwing Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego into the burning fiery furnace but he became
responsible for bringing them out, he did not stoke the fur-
nace but he did rob the fire of its violence, he did not bind
them but he did liberate them from their bonds, he did not
send them into the furnace but he did bring them out.

Another thing I want you to see tonight is that the three
Hebrew children were freer and had more liberty inside the
furnace than they did before they were thrown in. Before
they were cast into the furnace they were bound, once they
were inside, their bonds were ripped off. They were thrown
down bound into the midst of the fire, now they are loose
and walking around in the furnace heated seven-times hot.

THE KING IS CONVERTED

Nebuchadnezzar shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego come forth and come hither.”
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They came forth, rejoicing and praising God. The king
began to examine their clothes and bodies. He smelled of
their hair, felt of their clothes, put his hands on their faces.
“The smell of fire has not passed on their garments, neither
is the hair of their head singed,” he said solemnly.

Because of their love for God they would not bow; be-

" cause of their faith God would not let them burn.

By this time the Fourth Man had vanished. He was on his
way to deliver someone else who was even then saying, “I
will not bow.”

Nebuchadnezzar called for his scribes and commanded
them to write:

“Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath
sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in
him, and have changed the king’s word, and yielded
their bodies that they might not serve nor worship any
god, except their own God.

Therefore, I make a decree, That every people, nation,
and language, which speak any thing amiss against the
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut
in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill:
because there is no other God that can deliver after this
sort.”

I can think of no better way to close this message on the
Fourth Man than to repeat Nebuchadnezzar’s great declara-
tion of faith:

“There is no other God that can deliver after this sort.”

Every head bowed please.

SAMSON AND DELILAH—
BATTLE OF CHAMPIONS



Scripture Text: Judges 16

lwo | Samson and Delilah—
Battle of Champions

This is a story of love and romance; of lust and pas-
sion; of cunning and intrigue; of a woman’s charms and a
man’s faith. It is a battle between two champions, each from
a world against the other, each representing their own God,
their own people, each fighting to the death. It is a romance
between two young people, a boy and a girl who never
should have loved, who never should have taken the first
kiss, who never should have stirred each other’s passions,
who never should have lain in each other’s arms.

In the background there were two mighty forces, on the
one hand the devil who believes that in every person there
is a weakness which if the person yields to him (the devil)
that he can drag that person down to the lowest hell, and on
the other hand God who believes that in every person there
is a power, a strength, through which if that person yields to
God, He can lift him to the highest heaven.

This story goes back to the birth of a little baby, a little
tousle-headed boy, who was named Samson by the angels
even before he was born. This child was born as a sign (for
a purpose) that God would deliver His people. The Philis-
tines had overrun the country of Judea. The people of God
had been oppressed by them for many years and throughout
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the length and breadth of the land you could hear the
tramp, tramp, of marching feet of rough soldiers who had
swords in their hands which they held over the heads of the
people of God and by which they exacted heavy burdens and
levied terrible taxes. The whole land was in the grip of
bondage to Philistia and throughout the land oppressed
people were praying and crying unto God, regretting their
backsliding, their going away from God which resulted in
their country being oppressed by the hand of the Philistine.
God always moves when men pray, when people seek His
face because of the oppression of the devil’s power, when
they humble themselves and pray and repent of their sins
and confess their sins to God—God will hear their prayer,
God will forgive their sins, God will heal their land. He
heard the cry of His people and had a little baby born in the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Manoah, a humble little family off to
one side of Israel, in Dan.

One day Mrs. Manoah was approached by an angel of
heaven. He said unto her, “God has heard the cry of His
people and you shall conceive a son and shall call his name
Samson, and this child shall be God’s child. He will be a
Nazarite unto God, never let him put wine to his lips, never
cut his hair for his hair shall be a symbol of his consecration
and in his consecration he shall be strong, and the spirit of
God shall come upon his arms and no one’s arms shall be as
strong as Samson’s.” When Mr. Manoah came home, the
angel came to him too, and together this man, and his wife
believed God. In due process of time little Samson was born;
God remembered His people.

One day the soldiers of the Philistines marched through
the land exacting their heavy taxes. They passed the home
of the Manoahs. Little Samson lay asleep in his mother’s
arms. They little knew that one day that little baby there in
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his mother’s arms would lift up his hands and slay a thou-
sand of them before the sun went down. As they marched by
that humble little home in Dan they did not know that
someday that child would take the jawbone of a mule and
win a tremendous battle over them. Walk softly, Philistines,
that baby someday will wrench the gates of your city from
their hinges, throw them across his shoulders and carry them
to the top of the hill and set them down as trophy of his vic-
tory over the oppressors of the people of God. Philistines, if
you knew this child’s destiny, his faith as a man, you would
shake in your boots. If you knew this young man will skip
over the hills of Israel in his power, in his glory, in his
faith and fearlessness you would cower in his presence.
They little knew that—had they known, they would have
spoken softly when they came to the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Manoah.

I thank God tonight that whenever oppression comes, God
stretches out His hand—a little baby is born here, a child is
raised up over there, some boy feels the call of God, some
girl hears God speak to her. All because humanity is being
oppressed. Their cry is coming up to God, “Help us God!
Come to our deliverance!” Many consecrated people are
feeling a strange moving of the holy spirit. The signs of God
are once more in evidence and again the power of God is
marching across the earth to bring deliverance to lost and
suffering humanity.

This child was given a sign—his hair was to grow long
forming seven locks. The word “seven” means completeness.
This was God’s sign.

God has always moved by signs. In the New Testament we
are told of three signs, or signs in a threefold manner. He
said, “ruEesE sicns shall follow them that believe.” In the
book of Acts we are told of “many signs” which God per-
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formed through the early christians. In the book of Romans
we are told of “mighty signs” which followed the ministry of
the apostle Paul. “These signs,” “many signs,” “mighty
signs” and every sign is the indication that God is moving
again in human affairs.

The presence of God I feel in my right hand is a sign, an-
other indication of the love of God for the oppressed. God
places a high premium upon human deliverance and happi-
ness. As long as there is one man unhappy and one woman
unhappy and one child sick and afflicted, the signs of God’s
deliverance will be performed to set people free. Signs of
deliverance—a man’s hand or a man’s heart or a man’s mes-
sage, some way God will deal with that person and he will
become a deliverer. I tell you, neighbor, now is the time to
have faith in God for deliverers are being raised up. Once
again hope is coming to our people. We are getting a new
faith, a new vision, a-new revelation. We are living in an
hour pregnant with destiny, when the power of God is com-
ing down to deliver us, to set us free and to make us per-
fectly whole.

THE CHAMPION

When Samson was grown he was going through the
woods one day when a young lion sprang out upon him. Not
an old lion but a young lion. The spirit of God came upon
Samson like a strong wind, going through every fiber of his
being; his ordinary arms became the arms of steel and he
reached out and took hold of the lion and rent his body in
pieces as he would tear a lamb in his hands.

One day the Philistines trapped Samson in their city and
at midnight when he rose to leave, he found the gates
locked. Looking up to God he prayed. The spirit of God
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came upon him, once more his hands were like steel and he
lifted the gates off their hinges and carried them to the top
of the hill.

One day the Philistines said to the people of Israel, “De-
liver unto our hands, Samson. If you don’t we will oppress
you even more.”

So they came to Samson and said, “Samson, we must de-
liver you unto the hands of the Philistines.”

He said, “You may bind me on one condition: promise me
that you won’t fall upon me yourselves.”

So they promised him. They bound him hand and foot
and delivered him to the army of Philistia. Binding him to a
chariot they dragged him back to Philistia. But about sun-
down the spirit of God seized Samson’s body and once more
his hands became bands of steel. He rose up and threw the
bonds off as though they were twine strings and seizing the
jawbone of a dead mule he waded into that bunch of un-
circumcised Philistines and when the sun went down be-
neath the western horizon they counted a thousand dead
soldiers and Samson stood on the hill shouting the glory of
God.

In every home in Israel Samson was discussed. The little
children paraded like little champions. Samson’s name was
on every tongue and even the old, old men said, “Samson is
our hope!” From one end of the land unto the other the cry
went up, “Samson shall deliver us! Samson shall deliver us!”
Oh what a wonderful thing it is for God to raise up de-
liverers to renew hope in the hearts of men.

God has men and God has women He has laid His
hands upon in these days. I have never seen such hope
in men’s faces as I see across America today. I have never
dealt with preachers who have such faith as I am dealing
with tonight! A new spirit is among us and it is a wonder-
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ful thing that God has Samsons—champions—on the march
again.

PLAYING WITH GOD’S SIGN

Samson had one weakness. He played with God’s signs.
He teased his lover with God’s sign. Through God’s sign he
had won many glorious victories. His strength was in his
hair (which was a badge or symbol of the presence of the
Lord; his long hair untouched by razor signified his devotion
to God, his dedication to service, his consecration to the God
of heaven) but somehow he allowed the sacredness of the
sign of God to escape him. Gradually he lost his reverence
for it. Through his heroic deeds he captivated the hearts of
many young maidens. In their presence he played with
God’s sign, growing careless and callous.

In every person there are two forces; one force that is try-
ing to drive him down to the lowest hell and a force that is
striving to lift him up to the highest heaven.

There are two master emotions—faith and fear. Fear is un-
belief and because of fear a man gets his eyes off God, he
loses his consecration and he is driven off course; in a sense
he becomes unbalanced. A man becomes a plaything of his
fears, often driven into orgies of passion and lust. Samson’s
sign was not magic. The spirit of God came upon him when
he had faith. When Samson let his passions run wild, he, like
any other man, became their slave. On the other hand, faith
can conquer fear for it is stronger than fear. Faith is like
light, it is a force, an energy, a power. Faith is stronger than
fear as light is stronger than darkness. Darkness is not an
energy, it has no life, no power. Turn on the light and you
banish darkness but turn on darkness and the light keeps
shining, You can’t put light out by turning on darkness. The
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only way you can put those lights out here tonight is to turn
them out or through a shortage, a power failure or a broken
connection. Isn’t that right?

Light comes from an energy called electricity. Darkness
does not come from any such life-giving force or created
power. Fear is like darkness, it has no power over our faith.
It comes when faith is turned off. It controls us only as we
do not use our faith. “Without faith it is impossible to please
God.” Without faith we have no locks on the door to keep
fear out. When we live without faith fear comes in unbid-
den, makes itself welcome, takes control of our lives, drives
us, frustrates us, torments us, binds us, makes us miserable,
scatters our energy, breaks down our resistance, chills our
bloodstream, and tears us all to pieces. But the moment you
turn your faith on—the moment you look up and believe
God and have faith in Jesus Christ—faith drives fear out of
your heart, even as light drives darkness out of a room. Just
as darkness can never return as long as you keep the light
on, so fear can never come into your heart as long as you
keep your faith and keep believing God. Do you believe
that tonight? If you do, say, “Amenl!”

CHAMPIONS CAN BE TEMPTED

Samson allowed himself to fall in love with a beautiful,
wicked, young woman. His parents pleaded with him. They
urged him not to go to Delilah but he felt because he had
God’s presence—this power, this sign of God—that he would
not get in any danger; anyway, he could go pretty far with-
out anything happening to him. That is where he made his
fatal mistake.

‘T heard a story one time that has lived with me since I
heard it. In the days of the wild west, when new frontiers
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were being opened, there was a particularly dangerous road
that wound through the mountains and they were trying to
hire a driver who would be careful enough not to wreck the
stagecoach and endanger the passengers’ lives. When they
were hiring drivers they asked each man what his qualifica-
tions were. Some boys stepped up and were telling what
good drivers they were, how well they could drive and how
close to the edge they could drive without turning the stage-
coach over. One young boy was standing back and when he
heard them, he said, “Well, there’s no use for me to apply,”
and he turned to walk off when the man in charge said,
“Wait a minute, son. If I hired you what kind of driver
would you be?” He said, “Mister, if you hired me I'd see how
far away from the edge I could drive.”

Men and women, it is not how close we can live to the
world without getting seared and burned and hurt, no! It is
how far away from the world we can live and keep God in
our souls! If you have ever felt the presence of God, if at any
time in your life you have had the experience where God
touched you, or you felt Him in any remarkable way, then
remember, that is the most sacred thing that ever happened
to you. That is the thing that you should reverence and
place your highest esteem upon. You should love above
everything else, the touches of God upon your life. Yet many
of us have had those touches of Christ upon us but we are
selling our souls, our birthrights.

Dr. Sproull was telling me today about a young woman
who was saved in our Norfolk, Virginia, meeting a year and
a half ago and the following day she came to his afternoon
meetings and went to the altar, knelt and asked him to have
a prayer for her. When he knelt down to pray with her she
looked up and said, “Brother Sproull, I'm a miserable woman
today.”
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Dr. Sproull said, “What is wrong?”

She said, “Last night I went back in the prayer room and
knelt and I found peace for my soul. I thought I had con-
quered this thing in me that had been driving me. This
morning I committed adultery! Tonight I'm miserable.” I
wouldn’t wonder. The very night before she had felt the
presence of God. She had not kept its sacredness more than
twelve hours. There is something wrong with people who do
not reverence the presence of God.

Samson, the champion, felt like he could go the limit. He
could do it and it wouldn’t hurt him. That is the way every-
body else feels. Everybody who has lost his soul felt like he
wouldn’t lose it. No one could convince him that he was
going to lose it. Why, there are people who are not afraid of
poison snakes. They say a poisonous snake won't bite. You
are not going to tell me that, I know a poisonous snake will
bite. I know that.

How many of you remember the story of the woman on
the west coast who recently had a house full of snakes and
she was known the world over as a lover of snakes? She had
the most poisonous reptiles in captivity and would allow
them to coil around her arm and would display them to her
guests. She said, “They won’t bite, they will not harm me.”

One day when she was in the house alone she picked up
one of the snakes she had made a pet and it sank its fangs in
her arm and she died before anyone could get to her.

Yes, neighbor, snakes will bite and their poison will kill!
You fool with sin and it will destroy you. Sin will blast your
hopes, fire your passions, destroy your character, mark your
soul, torment your mind and drive you to a devil’s hell-not
only in eternity, but you will live in hell every step that you
take on this earth! There is only one way to handle sin and
the devil and that is by God’s power, resisting him in Jesus’
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name! There is complete victory over sin to that man or
woman who will practice faith in God.

Samson played with God’s sign. He had no reverence for
it any longer and he teased his lover, trying to gain her favor
so he could satisfy his lusts.

Why would a man allow himself to have lusts? The only
reason any man ever commits adultery or any woman com-
mits adultery, is because they want to do it; they allow
themselves to be maneuvered into a place where they can't
help it.

A man said to me, “I couldn’t help it.” You couldn’t help it
because you didn’t want to help it. You did not consider life
a sacred thing, You held no reverence for a human being.

I witnessed a tragedy in the home of two friends of mine
recently. I suppose I will remember it forever. A fine young
man, 35 years old, manager of a great corporation, carried on
an affair for six months with one of the girls in the front
office before they were caught. They called on me for
prayer, asking me to “do something” for them. They thought
my prayers would reach down and lift them out of it as
though they had never sinned. It is true God hears my
prayers and many have found new hope through my prayers
but no man’s prayers can save you until you hate your sins
and want real victory. “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.”

The young man said to me, “This girl was always after me.
I tried to move her back in the inner office eight times and
she wouldn’t move.”

1 said, “I could have moved her. If I had been her boss I
could have moved her back in the inner office!l”

Later I talked to the girl and she told me a similar story.
How did it all happen? Because neither one of them re-
spected the image of God in each other.
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You are made in God’s image, in the likeness of the Crea-
tor. You have no right to despoil the image of God in the
soul of another person! You have no right. God made that
soul in the image and likeness of the Almighty and we ought
to respect each other. A boy should help a girl if she is weak.
A young girl came in our line one night and with tears said,
“Brother Roberts, something possesses me when I get in the
company of a boy and I allow him to use my body, pray that
God will take it out of me.” Millions could pray that prayer
if they were honest enough to pray it. She realized that there
was something within her spirit tormenting her and she
wanted God’s help. God did help her.

If a young woman is weak in the company of a boy that
boy should respect the image of God in her soul; he owes
her his strength to protect her and to help her keep her vir-
tue. Every girl owes the boy seeking nothing but her flesh,
her strength te strengthen him and to help him overcome
that thing in his life.

We are losing the sacredness of life. There is not much
reverence among humanity anymore. Women do not care
how they sit, how they dress, in fact they dress so that men’s
passions will be stirred and then often cry when men seek
what virtue they have left. Women, there’s a hell for people
like you and you are in that hell now for you will never go to
the real hell until that hell comes in you in this world. To-
morrow night I'm preaching on “The Hell That Begins Here,
And the Heaven That Begins Here,” you will never go to
hell until hell comes in you. You will never go to heaven
until heaven comes in you. All that is settled down here.

And all the time that this young woman, the champion of
Philistia, was battling with Samson she was battling with
charms, cunning, intrigue and with passion and lust. And all
that time her lords and rulers were putting silver in her
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hand. Don’t ever forget, the boy who tries to steal your
virtue despises you and will have no further use for you; the
girl who tries to seduce you has no real love in her heart for
you. We are so stupid. If we would only stop long enough to
think and consider, how different things would be for us.

Samson thought he could win. Everyone else thinks he
can win too but there has never been one yet who has won.
There is only one way to win and that is to maintain a re-
spect for the image of God in yourself and in all others.

Delilah was a champion. She was a highly paid champion,
too. She was the champion of Philistia locked in a battle
with the champion of the people of God. Samson came down
and she cunningly set a trap for him and the trap was filled
with her charms. His mother and father said, “Samson, don’t
you see what that girl is trying to do to you?” He said, “God’s
sign’s in my life. I have God’s presence. She’ll never get mel”

Twelve months ago I received a telephone call from a
minister. He said, “Oral, may I come to see you?”

I said, “Is this the minister that I knew when I was a small
boy?”

He said, “Yes. Oral I helped pray for you when you were
healed of T.B., and when you were saved I was praying for
you.”

I remembered it.

“What’s the matter Claude?” I asked.

“I've got to see you,” he replied.

In two hours and a half he drove from Oklahoma City to
Tulsa. He was sitting with his wife in front of our office in
their new car. I went to the door and motioned them to
come in and he came in with his wife. He looked like he
hadn’t slept in a ‘month, his face was haggard and drawn.
He was only about 40 years old, a man who knew how to
preach and make money. He was a man with many talents.
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I said, “What’s the matter with you? What's wrong with
your eyes?” They were bloodshot.

He said, “Oral, I let the devil trick me.”

“What happened?”

“I allowed a girl to seduce me. For thirty days I still felt
some of the presence of God and I thought God was sanc-
tioning what I was doing and so I continued to live with her,
and one morning when I got up I felt like there was a fire in
my soul. Toward evening I was so tormented I thought
there were a thousand demons in my room and the next day
I couldn’t eat and the following day I was almost a maniac.
I didn't sleep for a whole week and could carry no food on
my stomach. ’

“Oral, I'm nearly crazy! The reason I am here is that I
heard your broadcast Sunday and I got a little hope. Oral,
what can you do for me?”

You know, people, I have lost interest in sin. I love my
wife, I love my babies, I love my God, I love my fellowman.
I am not interested in hurting anyone because I can’t hurt
someone without hurting myself worse. I know that, and
there are thousands of people who can’t sleep this night and
their food doesn’t agree with them because they have
touched the image of God in somebody’s life.

I took this minister into my arms and prayed until his soul
was restored. When his nerves had quieted he said, “Oral, I
am free again but I keep thinking of the awful price I have
paid for my sin.”

NO AFFINITY BETWEEN THEM

When Samson got down to Delilah’s house, she seduced
him and he accepted her charms and one night while they
were in the bed in each other’s arms, she put her mouth to






