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' S ‘the Subje&t of the following Treatife is of
A great Importance in Religion, the Author pro-
feffes 16 have carefully examined it by a fin-
cere Study of the whole Scripture relating to it, and
tohave done his beft to adapt it to the Capacities of
wmmon Chriftians, for whofe Ufe it is intended. He
agnot prevail upon himfelf to make any Apology to
the Public for propofing to the Examination of Chri-
fita People a Point of religious Profeflion. and Wor-
fip, wherein they are as muchconcerned as the Great
#nd Learned ; only he hopes he has taken Care to give
19 juk Caufe of Offence, by the Maaner in which it
tdone, The Appeal is made to the common Senfe of
Wl Chriftian People, and they are often exhorted to
form their Judgment upon the Pritciples of common
Seofe. - This is not defigned as o Reflexion upon any
Worthy end fincere Perfons, as if -thofe.who held the
Scheme here oppofed were wanting io. theif, Under-
fandings: the Authorbeing fenfible that they adhere
© it as 8 Myftery found im Seriptare, and fo exprefs a
- ¢ for it upon that Account. = But whether it
be fo or not, all Chriftians have a Right to look into
Seripture themfelves,” and judge according to Evi-
dence, thiongh (ome very worthy Perfons may think
that the People muft depend upon the Determination
of the Learned 1 this particalar Point.
_ The Aathor prefeflcs himfelf obliged to the Labours
‘f feveral Learned Men, in drawing up the following
Treatife ; more Eanicularly, the two large Collettions
of Texts are- taken' from the immortal Dr. Carke's
Az Scripture



(iv)
Scripture Dolrine of the Trinity, a moft excelleat Book,
that has been in the Hands of the Eearoed thefe for
ty Years: as it contains all the Texts of the New
Teflament relating to this Doétrine, he thinks it high-
ly neceffary that the moft confidesable Part of them
ould be fet forth to the View and Examination of
common Chriftians, which ‘he cannot find hasyet beed
done. "
By confidering the Subjet in every Light, the Au-
thor humbly prefumes that the whole Controverfy
may be seduced to a very narrow Compafs; to a pltin
Matter of Fa&, of which common Chriftians may, be
as good Judges as the Learned. . Upon this  Fogting
(in order to prevent needlefs Controverly) it is recom-
mended to the ferious Confideration of the fincereand
learned Defenders of the Athanafian Scheme, to give
a clear and diftin& Anfwer to the Obfervations made
upon the Colleflion of Texts, where the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghoft arc mentioned together, which have
an immediate Reference  to Chriftian Profeflion : asd
then to give adireét Anfwer to the Obfervations made
spon the Colletion of Texts relating to rdigip_q_g_1
Worthp, which he thinks entirely depead upon a plaia
Marter of Faét; and therefore, if he be miftaken, he
may be eafily fhewn to be fo in the Compafs of a few
Pages.  If aclear Anfwer be given to thefe two ef-
fential Points, the'Author folemaly profefles, as what
he muft anfwer for, at the Day of Judgment, thatb
will fairly and openly acknowledge himfelf, as a Per-
fon who has endeavoured, through a miftaken, judg-
ment, to miflead Chriftian People in an importa:
Article of Faith and Pra&tice. But if this be not done,
then it is recommended to the Confciences of
Learned, that they would not take apy Steps to pre-
vent Chriftian People from feeiog the Truth as at 1
in Fefus ; but rather promote {o good 2 Caufe, as be-
ing affured that they moft ftand at Cérift's ‘Tribun:
firippcd of all worldly Honours, Digoities, and Pre-
-ferments ; at which folemn Time pothing will be ol
any Account, but what they have done according ¢
the tri& Rules of Chriftian Simplicity and Integriry}1




(v)

LRI
| : .
| e
] e OF THE
R,
| PRiNcIPAL MATTERS
el o8 X
(B
g ’ )
:{  Contained in the following Treatife.
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HE Right and Duty Af Chrifiian People to judge
. Jor themfelues in Matters of Religion, proved
 explained, Page 1.
ge of the Athanafian Creed not found in
Sk . 5

ofe flated in two important Queflions, Whether
be one God be the Father only ; or whether the one
3sdbe Fatber, Son, and Holy Ghoff. In confequence
"this, Whether it is our Duty, o5 Chriflians, to di-
our Worfbip to one fupreme God and Father of
Wy in the Name of Chritt, for the dfifance of the
doly Spirit ; and admitting the Worfbip of Chrift,
- whether it it our Duty, as Chrifiians, to invoke bim
8 o1 Mediator 1o the Glory of God the Fatber? Or,
i' - Whetber awe fhould pray to the Fatber as God, the
‘Wif God, and the Holy Ghofl as God ; and then to
.‘ﬂ' befe three Perfons as one God ? Page 7, &c.
B3 me of one God' delivered in Scripture in the
TP# and firongeft Terms. 8, &c.
Tbs one Gad exprefly declared to be the Fatber only. ‘I'bg'
e
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Tiv Buidence produced avith regard so the firft Queflion,
: lo%ﬂu gfc'g'c' r"‘"g['g}eg{,‘B;, Dbfervations spon

: exts 9] ew Teflamant relating to.religious
“Workip, 84. That God the Futber is the only fu-
y;m 5?3.‘{ r'z}lfgfaul ’_’Vprﬁg, 96.  The glj'(-
. nuace bepwoen the ,”’ar/_ﬁi) of the /d and New Tefta-
mat

. g6, &c.
eve ore fome fo I_y_fuc!r.r of dire@ dddrefflesmade to
b ‘{’{lﬂﬁ:qa flamens ; there is Glory diseltly

er o bim ety 101

g

11 Infance to be found in Scripture, either by Precept or
Example, of imveking the HoI} Spirit in Prayer or
Praife : there is mo Glory aferibed to bim : awbat has
bmurged to the contrary, confidered 101, &c.

Nofort of dppearance of any Worfbip paid to three Per-
fons and one God in Scripture, 104. This urged as
& Argmment to prove the Fulfsaod of the Athanafian

olirime 104
Tbe Argument of learned Men, dranwn from the Article
of ”{rﬁip, confidered 104

Tbe true Chriflian Worfhip fettled by the exprefs Autho-
therity of Chritt and bis Apofiles ; and the Athanafian
Werbip prowed to beswwomg by the fame Authoriry,

Lol e 107

Upon Suppofitio jas People are convinced of

tbe Falood Athanaian Do&rine and Wor.

their Rig ]  eXplained 115
T%’Zq of the Gwr%é‘:é Church uta‘ﬁwxallyI fg

43 carneft Exbortation to all Chrifiian People to live
according to the Laws of Chrift : wbat Virtue Chri-
Jians fould exercife ina more particular Manner :
thir comfirmed by the Bekaviour of the firft Chrifiians,
in the baft and pureft Ages : this wurged as an unan-
Jawerable Argument of the Truth of Chriftianity 127

Tt maf? ﬂan/fblc Grounds for Infidelity bave been oc-

" cafioned by the corrupt Dodirines and Pradices intro-
duced fince the Time of Conftantine the firft Chriftian

mperor - Popery at laft tj)ableea’ : this an Argu.
emt of the Truth of Scripture, becaufe fo charly pro-
- B phefied
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phefied of = the Reformation gave a Check to Poprz 5

but religions Liberty nat underfiood 2ill anitbin thefs

Sfixty Years: the Happinefi awe enjoy under the pre-
Jent Fasmily Page 130
The Gowernors of the Church bave bees addreffed te, to
make Alterations in the Common Prayer Bosk : nome of
greater Confequence than the Subjedt of the fallowing
Treatife 133
The awbole concluded with a folomn Exbortation to Chri-
fian People to be exsmplary in their Lives and ABioms
134
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To CuristiaN Prorre of all

DeNoMINATIONS,

And more particularly,
The MeEm B E RS Of the

CourcH of ENGLAND,

The dutbor of the following Treatife beartily wifberh
Gracs, Mercy and Peace from Goo exr Father, and
Jrom the Lok D Jesvs CarisT.

My diar Chriftian Readers,

§ I propofe appealing to your common Senfe,
with regard to an_important Point of Faith

and Worfhip impofed upon your Confciences

by Chusch Authority, I.think itnot improper to pre-
wife 2 few Obfervations, in order to convince you of
your Right and Duty to-examine and judge for your-
dses io Matters of Religion; which indeed is fo
very plain, chat one would think no Proteflant could
allit in Queflion. Bot notwithftanding 'this, many
of the Wife and Learned talk and write in
a Way, as if common Chriftians were abfo-
lately to depend upon the Determination of the Leatn-
o, as not being fufficiently qualified to judge for
themfelves. ~ Points indeed of mere Learning, muft
be confined to the Learned : you cannet form a Judg-
B meat
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ment about them, becaufe the Evidence on which
they depend, lies out of your Way.-~ But-I am-now

fpeaking of the Doftrines of the Golpel, which were _

defigned for Perfons of all Capacities; and confe-
quently muft be fuppofed, unlefs we will char e Al-
mighty God with dealing unfaicly with his Creatures,
to be delivered fo plainly, that all Perfons of com-
mon Senfe may be qualified- to underfland what the
Lord'requires of them. ; .

‘The firft Preachers of the Gofpel were fo far from
difcouraging the firiételt Enquiries -into their Preten-
fions, that they earneftly encouraged their Hearers to
examine the Evidence that was offered them, and ex-
petted to be regarded no farther in what they preach-
¢d, than as they proved their Point by Force of Ar-
gument. ;\What a noble CharaQler is given the Be-
réans, betaufe they fearched the Scriptures; “that'ie,
the Prophecies of the Old Teftament, as being Feu,
whether what the Apoftles had reported from them
was true ! A& xvii. 10, t1. When St. Paul preach-
ed to the Gentiles or Heathens, who had never heard
of the Old Tellament, he does not refer them to the
Prophets, but appeals toa plain Matter of Fa&, about
which they might enquire. He does not expe& to
be believed upon his own Word, that God will judge
Mankind by Fefus Chrifl, but only as they thould find
it true upon Kxamination, tbat he had raifed him from
the Dead, A&; xvii. 31. ° )

When Chriflians increafed, and Churches “were
planted in feveral Places, St. Paw/ exhorts the Chri-
itians, to-whom he dire€ted his Epittles, to prove all
Things, and hold fait that which is good ; 10 judge
what he faid, as Perfons endued with Underftanding,
1 Theffowi as.’ 1 Cor.x, 15, St. Perer likewife in
very clear, even with segard to Chriftianity  idelf =
Be always ready to give an Anfwer to every one that
afketh you a Reafon of the Hope that s in yov, 1 Pet.
iii. 15. which neceflarily implies, that the Chriftian
Religion is a-reafonable Inftitution, founded upon the
beft %vidcncc; and that it is the Duty of ail Chri-
Lians to enquire into the Proofs which fupport it, and

care-
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carefully retain in their Minds: the Groaads on which
their is buile.

This Conduét of the Apoﬂlcs was exaltly agree-
able to that of ourblefled Lord, who. conftantly ap-
pealed to his mighty Works, as the Evideace of his

divine Commiffion 3 and never required of any to ac-

pr-: as the Chrift, or a Perfon fent from

his Credcnml~ He plainly

‘nhtd, that thofe who rejected him were inexcuf-

-able, becaufe they withftood the ﬂrongcﬁ Evidence
that could be given them.

As it was andeniably the Right of all Perfons to

for themfelves in religious Matters, when the
ﬁd“ﬁﬂ preached to the World; fo it mult
equally fo ac all other Times : It muft be the
d'zhl.u'y as well as: Clergy, the People as
Paftors, to conlider aod- compare all Doétrines
Wh the greateit Authority upoo Easth, with
the written Word of God; which all Proteftants al-
fow and contend, is the onoly Rule of Faith and
Pradlice.

_ Our Anceftors, about two hundred Years a o,
m the grievous Yoke of Popith Tyranny,
perftition and Idolatry, and, in general, afferted the

Rights of Men and Chriftians.  Accordingly
m:d by our Church, in her fixth Article, chat
= Scnpxure conmncth all Things neceﬂ'ary to

s So that whatfoever is not read therein,
00r may be proved thereby, is not to be required of
Man, that it thould be believed  as an Article of

- or be thought requifite ‘or neceflary to Salva-
‘The Church therefore, if the be confiftent with

folemn Declaration, cannot but allow all her

to examine her Decifions by the Word of
and form their Sentiments of Religion by that
s which the hesfelf hath pronounced to be the
one, to which all her Doétrines muft be referred.
put derogating from the Charaéter of thofe ex-
Men who compiled our Liturgy, and framed
of Religion, it may fairly be prefumed, that

n-&rme jult come ¢l>3ut of the grofs Co:rnyuoo}
o
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of Popery, they did not fee the whole Trath, as it is
in Fefus: and we fhall be abfolutely inexcufable, if
we put all their Decrees upon the fame Footing with
the Word of God, and argue from them as if they
were the infallible DiQtates of the Holy Spirit.

Havin I’mmifed thefe Obfervations, in order to
affert and vindicate your undoubted Rights of a free
and impartial Examination of religious Matters ; I
fhall now beg Leave to appeal to your common Senfe,
with regard to an important Poiot, wherein the Ho-
nour of God, and the Worthip we owe Him,  are
deeply concerned.

I do not pretend to write for the Learned ; the
Affair has been debated among them thefe forty Years,
and every Thing that can be faid on both Sides has
been urged by the contending Parties. And altho’ it
be confideatly reported, not without Grounds, by
thofe who know the World, that great Numbers of
the Learned have changed their Sentiments -fince the
Controverfy began, yet they feem inclined to keep it
as a Secret among themfelves; very few have made
open Profeflions, and nothing has yet been attempted
by the Governors of the Church, to reform what has
been judged amifs: And' therefore 1 think it high
Time to apply to you in a Caufe, that concerns you
as much as your Betters, as being convinced by Ex-
perience, that you are capable of difcerning the
‘Truth by common Reafon, as well as the Wife, Great
and Leasned, when the Evidence i fairly laid before
you. I will make ufe of no Arguments, but what
you may, with a moderate Degree of Attention, us-
derftand, and what I think well adapted “to produce
Convition in your Minds; withour employing .any
Arts whaifoever, unbecoming the Churatier of a fin-
cere Chriftian, who profcfleth to writeswith no other
View, but to promote the Glory of the One Sapreme
Gop; the Honour of Chrift’s Religion, as'it was left
by himfelf and his Apoftles ; and the Propagation of
it pure and vnmixed throughout the World. PUREY
ThedthanafianCreed, whichi: appointed to be read
<on fome remarkable Days, is fuppofed, by the Compiless

of
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of oor Liturgy, to contain a true Explication of the
Doltrine of the Trinity ; which vot only appears from
the Words of the Creed itfelf, bat likewife
from other Parts of the Liturgy, whercin the
fame Doétrine hg.lhc;ei:\plied or exprefled ; more
particalarly in inning of the Litany, it is
made a Part of our folemo Worthip. By the Creed
you are to believe, that the Father is God,
the Son is and the Holy Gboft is God: and
thefe Three are One God.  In confequence of which
Belief, you are tanght to pray to the Father as God, the
Son as God . and the Holy Ghoft as God; and then
w0 the Three Perfons as being one God. It is agreed
onall Sides, that this Do&n{ne and Way of Worhip
founded upon it, are Matter of meer Revelation, not de-
nived from the Principles of Reafon, but owe all
ity to the Word of God: And there-
fore yoor Right acd Duty, if you would be
seafonable Believers, to examine and com-
e this Dofirine, and Way of Worfhip, with the
and exprefs Determioation of Chrift and his
o Let the New Teftament and. your Com-
mon Prayer-Book lie. open before you, and diligentiy
the Decrees of fallible Men, with the infallible

of God.
 'What L would firft obferve, and refer to your Judg-
ment, i, that the Dottrice of the Trinity, as fet forch
in the Atbamafian Creed, .is pot delivered in the
Words of Scripture: There are no fuch Propofitions
0 be foond in the Declarations of Chrilt and his
. This is a Matter of Fa&, that you are as
able of judging about as the Learned : It is but
- over the %ﬂew Teftament with an ordinary
‘of Attention, and you may eally determiae,
that the Language of the Arbanafian Creed does not
' _in thofe facred Books. Where do you read
he Catholick Faith is, that we fhould worfhip
one God in Trivity, and Trinity in Unity 2 That
- the Godhead of the Father, and of the Son, and of
Mkblry Ghott, is all- One, the Glory equal, the
Majefly co-ctemal : the Father ecernal, . the Son eter-
\ B3 nal,
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nal, and the Holy Ghott eternal: ‘and yet 'they are
vot three Eternals, but one Etersal. That in this
Trinity, none is afore or after other; none is greater
or lefs than another ; but the whole three Perfons are
co-eternal together, and co-equal. T'hat it is necef-
fary to everlafting Salvation, that 'we alfo believe
rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Fefus Cbrif i for
the right Faith js, that our Lord  Fe/as Chsiff is peg-
fe® God, and perfe@t Man, of a reafonable Soul,
and human Fleth (ubfiting : equal to' the Father as
touching his Godhead, and inferior to the Father as
touchirg his Manhood. Where, I fay, do you read
any fuch Propofitions in any Part of the facred Wiit-
ings?  As they are undeniably the Words of Men,
you have a Right to'demand a good Account given of
them, before you receive fuch myftericus Propofitions
as Articles of Faith.  Doubtlefs all fincere Chriftians
are indifpenfibly bound to receive, with the profound-
eft Reverence, Dcétrines exprefsly sevealed in ‘the
Word of God, tho' they may zppear very furprifing
to our fhallow Underftandings : But at the fame time
you ought o take particular Care, ¢hat you do' not
embrace the Inventions of Men, inflead of the Myfte=
ries. of God. That this has been frequently the
Cafe, is notoricus in the grofs Corruptions of Popery,
which could never have been fwallowed down, in De-
fisnce to common Seafe and Reafon, if they bad not
been flrongly recommended as Sacred and Divige.

In a Word, your Bufinefs is to determine your
Faith and Prallice by the exprefs Declarations of
Chrift and his Apoftles. No' Proteftant can, confift-
ently with acknowledging the Scripture as the ‘only
Rule, charge you ‘with the lealt Prefumption, for
bringing Decrees not found there to the Teft of a raa
tional Enquiry. = On the contrary, every true Prote:
ftant woflt commend you, for that valuable Tempes
ef Mind that difpofes you to fearchthe Word of Ged,
whether the Ditates of Men have any Foundation
there. Loty -
And that you may be enabled to form a right
Judgment in this important Caufe, . it will be neceffary

{0
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t flate the Cafe. The Queftion is this : Whether
the Oxg Gop (which may be proved from Reafon, as
well'as Scriptare ; all Natore cries aload that God is
Dne) fignifics one fupreme intelligent Agent or Per-
o _*,-" fupreme Lord and Governor; or whether it
' Mwﬂ and intelligent Agents or Per-
ived ir ‘Effence or Subftance 7 'Or toex-
g"! in other plainer Terms; Whether the One
figuifies the Father alone, or whether the One
God fignifies Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft? In con-
fequence of this, there naturally arifeth another Que-
ftion, Whether we thonld direct our religious Worfhip
to the One God and Father of all, in the Name and
thro’ the Mediation of Fe¢/us Chriff, for the Heaven-
‘of the Holy ‘Spirit ? and, admitting the
_ of Chrift, whether it be inferior and mediato-
rial, r g to'the Glory'of God the Father; or
" it is our Duty, ‘as Chriftians, to pray to the
] God, to the Son as God, and 10 the Holy
Ghoft as God, and then to thefe Three Perfons as being
Oae God, according to the Form particularly pre-
fcribed in our Litasy, acd implicd in many other Pal-

) the true State of the Cafe: and as the Ho-

vour of God, and our religious Prailice are deeply af-
fefled by it, it muft be th ‘a Point-of great fm r-
tance.  And that you may beable to determineit to
: ion, I'fhull lay before you, as plainly as I
can, the exprefs Declarations of Chritt and his Apo-
files, awvith Remarks upon them, - * - ]

ol sl begin with' obferving, that the Dotrine of
‘One God is‘delivered and “inculcated “in the ¢learcit
‘and ftrongell! Light, 'fo thatao poffinle Doubt'can be
made of uﬁs‘g-:%ad Principle of Natural ‘and Reveal-
ed Religion. And remarkable "1, that the whole
Chriftian World, though they are fo much divided in
their Sentiments, and give fuch Variety of Explica-
tions  oftithe Trinity, uniformly agree in this impor.
tanetPaint ;¢ Every Chriftian profeffes: 1o believe in

Dl ameany Mi
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But notwithftanding this univerfal Confent, it may
oot be improper to fet down fome decifive Texts re-
lating to this Do&rine. Mattb. xix. 16, 17. And behold
one came and faid unto him, Good Mafter, what good
Thing fhall I do, that I may bave eternal Life ?
Arnd he faid unto him, why calleft thou me good ?

there is none good but ome, thac is, God . ewmmMas 4

xii, 28. 29. 30. 3). 32. 33. 34. One of the
Scribes afked bim, which is the firit Commandment
of all? And Fefus anfwered him, The fart of all
the Commandments is, Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our
God isone Lord ; and thou fhak Jove the Lord thy
‘God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Miad, and
with all thy Strength: this is the it Commandmeniz,
and the fecond is ?nke, namely this, Thou fhalt love:
thy Neighbour as thyfelf ;. there is none other Com=
mandmeat greater than thefe,  And the Scribe faid,
unto him, Well, Mafter, thou hait faid the Truth 3
for there is one God, and there is none other bucHe. s
And to love him with all the Heart, and with all the
Undentanding, and with all the Soul, and with-all
the Scrength ;, and to love bis. Neighbour. as himfelf,,
is more than whole Burnt-Offerings. and Sacrifices.)
And when 7e¢/us faw that he anfwered difcreetly, he

faid unto him, thou art not far from the Kingdom. of:
God. Rom. iii. 39. 3o+ Is he the God of the:
Fews only 2 is be not alfo of the Gemriles 7 feeing at;
18 one God which fhall juflify the Circomcifion by:
Faith, and the Uncircumcifion thro’ Faith. 1 Cer.

viii. 4.'15. There is none other God but one. 1 Tim..
ii. 5. There is one God. Fames ii. 19, Thon be.

lieveft that there is one God, thou doft well. From
thefe Texts, and many others that might be collected,
you may fix upon this as a Principle never to be de--
parted from, that God is Ons.

Be pleafed to turn to the feventeenth Chapter of
St. Fobn’s Gofpel, and carefully attend to thatfolemn
Prayer addrefled to God by our blefled Saviour, Verf.
1, 2, 3; Jefus lift up his Eyes to Heaven, aod faid,
Father, the Hour is come ; glorify thy Soo, that: thy.
Son alfo may glorify thee. As thou haft gi'uez;, him

2 ower
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Pawer over all Fleth, that he thould give eternal Life:
to a5 many as thou haft giwes him. And this is Life
eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true
God, and Fifus Chrift, whom Tbou hafl fent.
Let the Words fpeak for themfelves, and you may
learn, that the Father is declared by our Lord
himfelf to be the only true God, as contradiftinguith-
edfrom Fefus Chrifi. This Declaration fhould be
| asof the greateft Importance ; becaufe our
Savioor profefles to fec forth, in the moft folemn man-
ner, the true Notion of Almighty God ; on the right
Koowledge of whom, the extraordinary Favour of
eternal Life chiefly depends : And therefore you may
be well affured, that the kind Inftru@or of Human
Rice would, upon fuch a weighty Occafion, deliver
the trae Do&lrine with the utmoft Plainnefs. But up-
on Suppofition, ‘that the Atbanafian Dottrine of three
Perfons and one God, be the Do&rine of Scripture,
this Declaration of our Saviour muft be thought abfo-
lutely falfe, as there are two Perfons left out in his
Defeription.  If the-Son and Holy Ghoft have an
equal Ticle to the Godhead with the Father, it can-
ot be true that the Father is the only true God. But
oar Saviour has made this folemn Declaration in fuch
Words, as areincapable of any other Interpretation,
withoot nice and {ubtle Diftin&tions, that are beyond:
the reach of unlearned People ; to whom, aed for
whofe Ufe, the Gofpel was preached, as well as the
Wife and Learned. And therefore I fhall not trouble:
you wich all the Subtilties that learned Men bave in-
vented, to make this Defcription of our Saviour con-
fiflent with the common Dottrine ; but fhall refer it to:
your Judgment, whether you can poflibly entertain
any other Thoughts of this folemn Addrefs of ouvr
Lord to Almighty God,. than that the Bather is the
ly troe God.
et St. Pasl's Defcription of God be next propofed
to your Confideration ; 1 Cor. viii. 5. 6. Tho' there
be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven, or in
Earth, (as there be Gods many and Lords many)
but to us there is but One Gop, the Fatnew, of
: K - whom
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whom are all Things, and one Lerd Je/fas, Chrifiy by
whom are all Things. q
St. Pau/ profefles in thefe Words to fet forth to
Chriftians, not only that God is One, but likewife
who the One God is ; and explains to us as clearly
as pofiible, that-he is o other. Perfon, Agent or Be-
ing than the Father. To us there is but One God,
the Father. - Do but compare this Declaration of St,
Pawl, with the Do&rine delivered in the Atbanafias
Creed : There you are taught to believe, that the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghott are one God. . St. Paus
jeclear and exprefs, that the one God is, the Father,
as diftinguithed from the -one Lord Fefus Chrifl, who
is exprefsly faid to be made Lord by Almighty God;
fee Ads ii. 36. 1f the Arhanafian Dodtrine be, true,
St. Paul has given us a very imperfe@, or sather falfe,
Defcription of Almighty God, the Son and Holy Spi-
rit being lefc out, who, according. to the drbanafiun
Account, are equally enticled to the Godhead. Thele
two Defcriptions are abfolutely inconfiftent with each
other; fo that you mufl either give up St. Paul's, of
the Athanafian.

It will be proper to add to this, another Paflage of
the fame St. Paul, wherein he clearly and diflin&tly
defcribes the. one, God, one Lord,, and .one Spirit.
Epb. iv. 4, 55 6.« There isione Body and one Spi-
rit, even as ye are called io one Hope of your Call-
ing ; one Lord, one Frith, one Baptifm, one Goo
ard Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all.

_ Here the God and Father of all is exprefily. de:
clared to be one asd. the fame Perfon, -as diftinguifhed
fiom the one Lord, and one Spirit. It is impoflible for
you, without the Comments of learned Men, to mil-
underfand fuch plain and diftic Expreflions.. The
Apoftle having mentioned one Body, oane Spirit, one
Hope of -your Calling, one Lord, one Faub, one
Raptifm, adds with great Prapricty, as the Head an_d
Top.of all, ove Goo and FaTuew of all, who 18

abave all, and thro'.all, and in you all; who can be 8

8o other Perfon or Being than the Father of our Lord

oo
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Jo/as Chriflyswho in other Paflages jis iled the God

aod Father of our Lerd) Fefus Cbrl:{ § 20t :

..} maitinow: beg you-to take aiRewieyw of the Atha-
ssfien Trinity, ard eximioe it by the [Triity of St:
Pasl. Lo the Arhanafiax Creed you are re vired to
believe,: that the Father is God, the Sonis God;and
the Haly  Ghoft is God 5 and _yet they are mat thres
Geds, bat one God. On the other Hand, St. Paulex-
prekly didtiniguitheth _the .one Spirit, ;and one Lord,
from the one God: and Father of all; and by,men-
K’Lopj;lg other | Things -between, namely, one Faith,
one Baptifm, he makes the Diftinction fill more re-
markable : {o that, according to the Atbanafian Ac-
coant, Father, Sop, and Holy Ghoft ate the -one
God ; but, according to-St. Paul, the Father only is
the ose God. TheFe are Declarations direlily oppo-
fite 1o each other, and cannot poffibly be reconciled.
1f St Pawd had writ in this Manner ; One Spirit, one
Lord, one Father, which threc are the one God, the
Atbanafian Trinity would bave been confiftent with
St. Pazl's. Butas the Text Rands, the plain Queftis
oa is, whether the Authority of St. Paxl/, or of the
Athaxafian Creed, fhould be more regarded ?

§ fhall now . produce another Declaration of the

fame St. Paxl; 1. Cor. Xiic 4, 5, 6. Now there are
Diverfities of Gifts, but the fame Spiiit; and there
are Differences of Adminiftration, but the fame Lord;
and there are Diverfities of Operations, but it is the
fame God which worketh all inall.
_ In thefe Words, the fame God, undeniably means
the one God and Father of all, as diftinguifhed from
the fame . Lord, namely, Feus Chrifi; (fee Verl. 3.)
and from the fame Spirit, agreeably to what was laft
qeoted from his Lpiftle (o the Epbefians. - 1t evident-
ly appears, that God does not fignify Father, Sony
and Holy Ghoft, but the Father only. . Ged, Lord,
Spirit, cannot poflibly admit of any other Interpse-

You can fcarce read a Page in the New Teftament,

- where you may not obferve Initances of the Word,
B 6 God,

S |
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God, neceflarily figuifying the Father only. 1 fhail
fele& a few for your Confideration. {14

Fobn vi. 45, 46. It is written in the Prophets; And
they fhall be all taught of God. Every Man there-
fore that hath heard and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me. Not that any Man bath feen the
Father, fave he which is of God, he hath feen the
Father.

Fobn viii. 54. Feo/us anfwered, if I honour'my-
felf, my Honour is nothing : it is my Father that
honoureth me, of whom ye fay, that be is your
God. :
Fobn xiii. 3. Fefus knowing that the Father had
given all Things into his Hands, and that he was
come from God, and went to God =, i

{l;bn xiv. 1, 2. Ye believe in God, believe alfo
in Me. Inmy Father's Houfe are many Manfions. -

Fobn xvi. 27. 28. 30. The Father himfelf loveth
you, becaufeye have believed that I came out from God.
I came forth from the Father.— Thot cameit forth
from God. g

Fobn xx. 17. I alcend unto my Father, and your
Father, to my God and your God.

Afs x. 38. God anointed TFefus of Nazareth with
the Holy Ghoft, and with Power — for God was
with him.

A& xvii. 30. God hath appointed' a Day, in the
which he will judge the World,—by that Man' whom
be hath ordained. :

- Rom. i. 7. Grace be with you, and Peace from
God the Father, and the Lord F¢/us Cbrif.  Thisis
the ufual Salutation of St. Pas/, in the beginning of
<very Epifile.

Rom. v. 1. We have Peace with God, thro® our
Lord Fefus Ghrift.

Rom. x. g. If thou thalt confefs with thy Mouth
the Lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in thine Heart that
God hath raifed him from the Dead, thou fhalt be
faved,

Rom. xvi. 27. ToGod only wife be Glory, thro"

efus Chrifi, for ever.
Jefus Coriff o

b o N
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1 Cer. i 4.1 thank my God always on your Be-
half, for the Grace 'of God which is given you by
Johs Chrift our Lord. .

1 Gor. xv. §7. Thaoks be to God, which giveth
u the Viflory thro® our Lord Fefus Chrift.

4 Tim. v. 21, Icharge thee before God, and the
Lord Jufus Chrift,—that thou obferve thefe Things.

i fim. vi. 13. I give thee Charge in the Sight of
God, who quickeneth all Things, and before Cirig .
Jofai, who before Pontins Pilate witeefled a good
CooefBon.

00 .

Tie. iii. 6. God thed on us the Holy Ghoft aban-
dandy, thro® Fefus Cbrift our Saviour.

I forbear to produce vaft Numbers of Texts to the
fime parpofe, all which neceflarily confine the Word
God o the Perfon of the Father only: and to ima-
Jm‘it otherwife, ‘would introduce fuch grofs Con-

io the facred Writings, as muft render them ab-
flately undit for the Inftruction of Common Chriftians,
for whofe Ufe they were chicfly defigned.

It may not be improper to add, that there are in the
New TeRament a great Number of Paffages which
defcribe the Father with very'high and peculiar Titles,
and ditinguith him in a fill more remarkable Man-
ser from Chrift and the Holy Spirit : The more no-
ble of thefe Titles are, Lord of Heaven and Earth,
Matth. xi. 25. Supreme or Moft High, Markv. 7.
Lsdei. 32.35. 76. The invifible God, whom no Man
bath feen, nor cao fee, Col. i. 15. 1 Tim. vi. 16. Jobn
i 18, The livingand true God, v Thef.i. 9. 1 Tim. iit.
1¢.iv. 10. The Losd Almighty, Supreme over all,
Rrv. i. 4. God that fat on the Threne, Rew. xix. 4.
The Head of Chrilt, 1 Cor.xi. 3.

Admitting that three Peefons and one God be a
Seripture Do@rine, and that the Son and Holy Spirie
kave an equal Title to the Godhead with the Father ;
\tis impofible to account for the Language that roas
thro' every part of the New Teftament, which feems
firongly to inculcato to every attentive Reader that God
is fo far from being three Perfons, that he is no-other
Pesfon, Agent or Being, than the Fatber of our Lord
£ .

T dfur
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Fefus Chrifi. Let me recommend it to your ferious Con-
fideration whether you can really think that it was the
Defign of the Apofiles to eftablith the Belict of Father,
Son, and Holy Ghoft being one God,-wben they ex~
prefsly declare in fome Paflages, that the one God is
the Father only; and.the fame Doctrine is neceflarily
implied io great Numbers of others, thro’ every Part
of the New Teftament. - Add.to.all this, that the Fa-
ther is often defcribed as abfolutely Supreme, the God
of all, the Son aed Holy Spirit-not. excepied., If the
Apoftles, who were infpired with the Spirit..0of Ged,
intended their Writings for the Beaefic and Inftru&tion
of Mankind, they could never be conceived to write in
fuch an imperfeét Manner of the blefled God, as to leave
out of their Defcription two Perfons equally divine with
the Father, and reprefent one Perfon only, namely, the
Father, as being the moft, high God. :

And that I might give you farther Satisfaction in this
greatPoint, I will confider it in another Light, by feleé-
g fome few Paffages as a Specimen of the reft: from
whence it will plaly appear, how impoffible it is to
reconcile the Doétrine of three Perfons and one God,
with the plain Declarations of Chrift and his Apofties.
If the Word God, as it is generally applied in the New
Teftament, does not fignity the Perfon of the Father,
but likewife the Son.and Holy Spirit, it makes the
Senfe {o harth and difagreeable, as really fhocks one to
repeat it. Fobniii. 16. God {o loved the World, thaghe
gave his only begotten Son, and fo forth : that is, Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft fo loved the World, that e
gave the Son. —Verfe 17. God fent not his Son into
the World 10 condemn che World : that is, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghoft fent not 4is Son to condemn the World,
A5 x. 38. God anointed 7e¢fus of Nagareth with the
Holy Ghott: that s, Fnther,H']z/w. and the Holy
Ghoft anointed Fefus with the Holy Ghott. Tie. iii..6,
God (hed on us the Holy Gboft abundantly, through
Je¢/us Chrif? our Saviour: that is, Father, Fefus Chrufi,
and the Holy Ghoft fhed on us the Holy Gholt, through
Tefus-Chrifl. '

Thefe
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Thefe Inftances are fufficient to demonttrate the Ab-
fardity of fuch an Interpretation of the New.Teftament,
a5 would make grofs Nonfenfe of feveral hundred. Paf-
fages. If you cannot think that the facrcd Writers
could poflibly intend fo thocking a Senfe, you muft be
convinced that theone Gog is no other Perfon or Being,
than the Father of our Lord Fefus Chrift.

Thus far we have proceeded upon fure and certain
Grounds. That God is one, is the clear and diftinét
Voice of Reafon and Scripture ; and that the one God
1s the Father only, is the exprefs Do&rine of Chrift and
his Apoftles.  Three Perfons, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghoft, and one God, as determined in the Athanafian
Creed, does not appear to be revealed in Scripture, but
has no better Foundation than the Authority of Man,

To the one fupreme God and Father of all, be af-
cribed all poffible Honour, by Men and Angels, for
ever and ever.

I hall now give you a View of what is exprefsly dee
livered ia the New Teltament concerning our blefled
Saviour and the Holy Spirit, from whence you will be
enabled to determine this important Caufe with greater
Exa@nef:, aud fectle your Faith upon the Foundation of
Chrifft and his Apoftles. My dear Chriftian Readers,
do bat- ferioufly weigh and compare the following
Paffages :

When our Savioar had delivered the beft Difcourfe
that ever appeared among the Sons of Men, towards
the Conclufion, he thus fpeaks of himfe!f and the Fa-
ther, Mat. vii. 25, Not every one that faith unto me,
Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven,
bat he that doth the Will of my Father, which is in
Heaven.

Thefe Words naturally fignify, that the Father is the
ficd and original Author of our Salvation, and that our
Saviour refers every Thing to his Honour and Glory 3
and therefore he cannot be fuppoled of equal Dignity
and Authority with his Heavealy Father. This is
the exprefs Dottrine of Chrift in great Numbers of
Paffages.

Mazr.
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Mat. x. 40. He that receiveth me, receiveth him
that /e me. : i

Here our Saviour reprefents himf{elf as an Embaflados
fent from Almighty (god. Bus 'tis impofiible to be-,
lieve this of a Perfon, equal to the Father as touching,
bis Godhead. Whofoever is fent by another, muft bea,
Perfon inferior to bim by whom he is fenz. 1 need only
appeal to your common Senfe, whether you can really
believe that our blefled Saviour, who profefles himfelf
Jfent of God, could intend, that you fhould think of
him as equal to Godiby whom he.was fent.

I would recommend to your Confideration the fe-
venteenth Chapter of St. Fobn's Gofpel, Past of which,
I have quoted already ; in that folemn Prayer direéted
to Almighty Geod, Chri not only profefies himfelf
fenc by his God and Father, but alfo that this was the
main. Point we fhould believe concerning him.  See
Verl. 3, 8, 21, 23,25. .
- As certain as our Lord and Mafler 7 ¢fus Chriff was
fent by God, fo certain is it that he is a Perfon inferior
to the Great God of Heaven and Earth ; of whom it
would be. little le(s than Blafphemy to affirm, that he
could a&t as Embaffudor to the Will'of another Perfon..
'Tis obfervable, that our Saviour is exprefsly faid to be.

feot by God or the Father, above twenty times. it

ann v. 30. I can of mine own felf do “°‘hi“§‘ it
ere our Saviour declares, as flrongly as Wordscan:
declare any Thing, that he is a Perfon inferior to Al
mighty God ; 1t being very abfurd to affirm of God,,
that he has no Power of him{elf, and that all his Abi-,
lity is derived from another Perfon, which is ablolutely:
inconfittent with the Notion of Equality with his Goi
and Father, from whom he profeffes to have received
all his Powers. *Tis highly proper that you fhouid fe-
rioufly confider the whole Difcourfe, of which this De~
claration s a Part, and likewife the Occafion that in-
trodoced it: Our Saviour having healed an impotent.
Man upon the Sabbath Day, the Fews attempted to.
kill bim, as a Breaker of the Sabbath. But 7e/as an-
fwered them, My Father worketh hitherto, that is,
Works of Providence and Mercy, and thefe charitable

Adtions
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ABions [ ewerk alf, Verf. 17. From calling God his
m&w&r a Maoner, apd from comparing
his own s with his Father’s, the Fews were the
yre incenfed at him, and charged him with making

God ; not that they could pofibly mean,
imed to himfelf to.be God in any Senfe; (for

it does mot appear thateither they or his Difciples had
e sny fuch N

3 Notion) bat thar, accordiog to their
ations, he aflumed to bimfelf a Power and
like that of God. To this Accufation our

Saviour replies, not by aflertiog his Equality with the
Father; as might have been expected it the drbanafian
m&wen true, but by difclaiming all Power
ity in bimfelf, and referring all his Works
10.the. Rather, and by proving that he really was (what
W&o be) the promifed Mefliah, the Son of
d, feat foreh from God: That the Son can do nothing
{- - but what be ferth the Fatber do, Verl. 19.
be Fatber hath commitied all Judgment to the Son,
Verl, 22. That therefore, as ali Men bonour the Father,
ought alfo to bomowr the Son, to the Honour ot
 awbich fent him, Veer(. 23. That as the Fatber
in bimfelf; fo batb be given to the Son, 10 bave
im/elf, Vesl. 26, That be can of bimfalf do no-
and. that be fecketh not bis onwn Will, but the
#be Fatber avbich fent bim, Verl. 30. That the
( ’uﬁg@ be doth, bear Witnefi of bim, that the Father
bath fewt bim, Verl, 36. All which Declarations, and
indeed the whole Defign of the Difcourfe, undeniably
m:c the Iaferiority of our Saviour to his God
4 . 'Tis obfervable, that our Saviour in this
Difeoarfe has declared twice of himfelf, that Az can of
Linfelf do mothing, Verl. 19, 30 ; 28 it were on purpole
toprevent the Prefumption of Men, who, notwithftand-
ing all bis Care to maintain the Supremacy of the one
God, and Facher of all, have dared to affirm, that the
§0n is equal to the Father as touching his Godhead.
_Jebuw x..18. No Man taketh ir from me, bue I lay
it down of myfelf (namely, my Life); I have Power to
it down, and I have Power to take it again: this
ent bawe Lreceived of my Father. To which
14
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it will be proper to 2dd other Declarations of our Sa-
viour to the fame Effe@. Fobn xii. 49.50. For | have |
not fpoken of myfelf, but the Father which fentme, he
gave me a Commandment what I fould fay, and what I
fhould fpeak. And I know that his Commandment'is |
Life everlafling; whatfoever T'fpeak’ therefore, even’
as the Father faid unto me, fo T'fpeak, |Fobm xiv. 310 |
As the Father gave me Commandment, even fo I'do. 3
Zobn xv. 10. If L«; keep my Commandments, ye
all abide in‘my Love, even as I have kept my Fa-
ther's Commandments, and abide in bis Love. $EH1 S
I have no Occafion to ule many Words to point out
to you the full Import of thefe plain and firong' Decla-
rations of our bleffed Saviour. Chrilt profeffes to have
received Commandments from his God and 'Fathery
and therefore he caonot be a Perfon of equal I
gnity and ‘Authority with his God and Father, it |
being highly unreafonable to fuppofe, that the Supreme’
Godglhoguld be commanded byp::mbcr Perfon. If our
Saviour be God in as high a Senfe as'the Father, a .
is fometimes exprefled by learned ‘Men, he could re-'
ceive Orders from none, he could a in Obedie
none. «'Let common Senfe determine your Ju
vpon this Point, and you muft be convinced, thatt
Sapreme who gives éomnandmcuts, and he is in
who obeys ; and confequently the Father is the
Supreme Gon, and Chrift is a Perfon inferior'to
one Supreme God and Father of all. - ¢ .o W
For myfelf, 1 folemnly profefs, that T muft defpair:
underftanding the plaineR Words, and chat I m
up the Scripture as the icvicof my f'ith; if'by
Help of nice and fubtle Diflir&lions, of which' '
cred Writers fay not one Word, T muft-believe thata'
Perfon, who afts in Obedience to another’s Comm, ¢
can in any Capacity whatfoever be equal to him by’
whom he is commanded. i e
Mark xiii. 32. But of that Day and Hoar knowetl
no Mao; po, not the Angels which are'in Heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father 5 or,as it is expreffed:
St. Matrbenv’s Gofpel, (xxiv. 36.) my Father only) &
Thefe Words of our blcfled Saviour were fpo
his Dilciples, in anfiver to their Enquiries concerning the
Time
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Time of the Deftruftion of the Temple, and his fe-
¢oad Coming at the Ead of the World. Our Lord in-
fomed them, that the Defruiion of the Temple
would happea in that very Generation, and would be
atteaded with prodigious Calamities to the whole Feav-
, : bat with regard to his fecond Coming to
judge the World with Power and great Glory, he al-
fured them that none knew when thac Day would
«wme, but the Fatheronly : Men, Angels, and the Son
kimfelf were ignorant of it. T muft beg you to confider,
what were the natural Thoughts of Chrift’s Difciples
beating this Declaration; and, [ dare fay, you
hdﬂcmﬁne that they took it as the Words
satarally *figoify, namely, that the Son did not
keow the Day of Judgment, and that the Father
%2 the only Perfon who knew it. °Tis impoffible
0 conceive a plainer and fironger Declaration than
this of our ibleffed ‘Saviour. If he had faid, of that
Day none bue my Father knoweth, there bad been no
culty in underflanding his Meaning; any ua-
‘Man would have thought that all Perfons
from the Knowledge of the Day of Judg-
the' Father only. But when our Saviour ex-
ntions the higheft Orders of rational Beings,
e Son himfelf, as ignorant of that Day, about
he had been particularly afked, and that the Fa-
only knew it, he has cut off all Pretences for cavill-
ing, as'if he had exprefled himfelf on purpofe to pre-
vent the extravagant Imaginations of Men, who not-
fanding this, have ventured to maintain, that our
r as God, did know the Day of Judgment. Bat
with what Sincerity could our Lord tell his Difciples
thatbe did not kaow it, if he koew itin any Capacity ?
‘?m afraid, cafts a vile Reproach on the bleffed
Jehsi which makes him guilty of fo much Difimulation,
3 to deny what he really kaew. [four Losd had knowa
the Day of Judgment, with refpet to his Divine
e, a3 learned Men fometimes fpeak, and had not
yghtit proper to communicate the Knowledge of it
10 his Difciples, he would have plainly told them,
thatit was not for them to know the Times and Scafouns ;
8 be exprefied himfelf to them when they afked him
aboat the Time of reftoring the Kingdom to Jfracl, Acs
L
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1.6, 7. Let it therefore be fixed and determined, if
our Lord’s Declaration upon this remarkable Occafion
be interpreted by common Serfe, that the Son, whillk
he was upon Earth, was ignorant of the Day of Judg-
ment ; and therefore he cannot be God in as high a-
Senfe as the Facher ; he cannot be equal to him in all
Perfedtions, becaufe he was ignorant of fomething that
the Father knew.

Mat. xxvi. 39. And he went a litde further, and
fell oo his Face, and prayed, faying, O my Father,
if it be poflible, let this Cup pafs from me ; never-
thelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt. To which may
be added feveral other Paflages, wherein our Savioar is
reprefented as offering up Prayers to his God and Fa-
ther. Sec Verfes 42 and 44 of chis Chapter ; thewhole
feventeenth Chapter of St. Fobn's Golpel ;| Luke xxii.:
43, 42, 443 Mar. xxvii, 46 ; Luke xxiiic 34 463
lukevi. 12 ; Chap. ix. 18, 28, 293 Chap. xi1. 2, 2 3
Febn xiv. 16.

I would recommend to your ferious Confideration:
thefe Paflages, wherein our Saviour is reprefeated as
offering up Prayers 10 his God and: Father, and afle
your-own Hearts, whether itcould peffibly be the Des:
fign of our blefled Lord, of whom this is recos
to fix in your Minds the Belief of bis being equalite.
the Facher as touching his Godhead ? How can her
be God in as bigh a Senfe as the Father, who prayas
to the Father? Praying to the Father for himfelf:
and his Difciples, ftrongly declares a Seafe of his owns
Dependence and want of Ability to perform what he.
thus prays for with fo much Barneftnefs and Submif-:
fion, What Reafon can be afligned, why oue Sa-
viour fhould beg of his Father, in fuch an humble:
Manoer, for that which be was able 10 effe@® by his
own Power? which muft be the Cale, if the Suppo~
fition of Jearned Men be admitted, that he be God
in as high a Senle as the Father. The Abfurdity oft
this will appear fill greater, if you confider what the

Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews obferves withe

regard to our Saviour's Praying, Chap. v. Verl. 20
who, namely Chrift, in the Days of his Fleth, when
he had offered up Prayers and Supplications, with

ftrong
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frong Crying and Tears, unto him, namely, the Fa-

ther, who was able to fave him from Death, and

was heard, in that he feared. Our Saviour is here
reprefented oot only as praying, but as praying with
froog Crying arid Tears, which neceffarily fignifies

1 deep Seofe of his.own Infufficiency, and theabfo-

Jate Necefficy he was under to offer up Prayers ‘to his

God and Father. To imagine that Chrift, of whom

(his is faid, is God equal to the Father, and coofe-

quently had as much Powerto help himfelf as the

Father, muft, I am perfuaded, appear to your un-

prejudiced Judgment, inconfiftent with common Senfe.

Jobu xiv. 28. My Father is greater than I.  To

which may be added that Paflage in St. Jobn, (X

29.) where Chrift fays, My Father which gave them

me (nasely the Sheep) is greater than all. Chritt

mut neceffarily be included in all ; becaufe he ex-
prefily declares that the Father gave him the Sheep,
sod confequently is.greater. ~

The immediate Defign of the former Declaration
of our Saviour, was to adminifter Comfort to his
Difciples, upon his acquainting them that he was
gong to lcave them. Buat if they duly coofidered
the. State of the Cafe, this was fo-far from being
matter of Sorrow, that they ought rather to rejoice,
apon his and their own Account, as he was going-to
the Father, ‘from whom, by his ' Interceffion, they
might expect the Holy Spirit the Comforter, to guide
a0d dicett them in the important Office to which they
were called. df ye loved me, ye avonld rejoice, be- *
caafe [ faid, I go unto the Father : for my Father is
greaser than 1.

Jearned Men have been very much puzzled, to
make this plain and ftrong ‘Expreflion of our bleffed
Ssviour - confilent with their Doétrine of his being
God in as high a Senfe as the Facher, or equal to
the Father as - touching his Godhead. I thill not
trouble you with all their nice and fubtle Diftinctions ;
only I fhall obferve, that fome of the moft judicious
Defenders of the Athanafian Dolrine, have thought
themfelves obliged to-afcribe a Sort of Preheminence

. to
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to the Father above the Son, which indeed is'gi ving
up the main Point in Queftion. « Some Thisgs are fo
very plain, that they ate rendered more obicure by
many Word:. 1o this Cafe, § need only recommend
to your ferious Confideration our Saviour's own De-
claration, and compare it with ‘the Do&trine of the
Athanafian Creed : My Father is ‘greater than L
Athanafian Creed : The right Faith is, that our
Lord Fefas Chrift — is perfect God,—equal to the Fa-
ther as touching his Godhead, and inferior to the Fa-
ther as touching his Manhood, But with what
Truth could our Lord fay, thac my Father is greater
than I, if at the fame Time it was true, thatthe Fa-
ther was not greater than him, confidered as God.
Qur Saviour's Words afford no Grounds for this nice
and fubtle Diftin&ion ; and Idarefay, you would ne-
ver have thought of any fuch Thing, if your Acten-
tion had been always confined ‘to the exprefls Decla-
rations of Chrift and his Apofiles.  In this Cafe, the
Queflion is plainly this, Whether the Authority of
our Lord and Matter Fefus Chriff, ot the Decrees of !
fallible Men, fhould be more regarded ? .

I could produce many other Declarations of out
blefled Saviour to the fame Effeé ; fuch as fliling
himfelf the Son of God, profeffing that he came
down from Heaven, not to do his own Will, but the
Will of him that fent him, Jobn vi. 38. That God |
gase him, Fobn iii. 16. That the Father hath ap- F
pointed unto him a Kingdom, Luke xxii. 29. That
the Fathet has given him Power over all Fieth, Je®
xvii. 2. Thbat the Father taught bim, Fobn viii. 28
That he beard the Truth of God, Fobn viii. 40. And
as our Saviour. appealed to the mighty Works be
performed, asan vidence of his Divine Commiffion,
fo he conftantly referred them to the Honour of the
Father, from whom he profefles to have received tbe
Ability of working them. Fobn x. 25. 37 Chap-
xiv. 10. The Works that I do in my Father’s Namé
they bear Witne(s of me. If I do not the Wor
of my Father, believe me not. The Words that I
fpeak unto you, I jpeak not of my/eif's but the Father
that dwelleth in me, be doth the Works, Wi :
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¥l Wnuw,pgojwatiom- of our blefled
1 i d only exhort you to form your Judg-
1) ment by inciples of common Senfe, and I be-
] ! ally think that our Saviourintend-
» st himfelf as.a Perfon inferior in Power,
¥ ity, and Aatherity to his God and Father. Son

ght of God, coming down from Heaven,
‘Will, but the Will of him that fent
1 God, working in the Name and. by
.God, . cannot admit of any other Inter-
~without fuppofing. the Scriptures;to be the
fcure and dark Writings that ever appeared. in
s which muft be a fad. Refletion upon the
. as it was defigned for the Benefit and
.all Men ; . the Poor, Mean, and Igno-
L, aswell as the Wife and Learned.
(la “ given you a faithful Accouat of our
own Declarations, which ought to have the
t Weight' with: all Pedons who profefs them-
bis Difciples, and would be thought to have a
 Reverence for their Lord and Maiter ; [ thall
0w proceed to give you a View of what the Apoftles
ure exprefsly, declared concerning our blefied Sa-

Bs{ oo f
7 1i. 32, This Fefus hath God raifed vp.
it 13 exprefsly affirmed by the Apoltle, that
viour was railed  from ;l?rc Dead by God. If
brift was equal to the Father 'as touching his God-
bead M%ms unaccountable that he fhould be raifed
om the Dead by Almighty God: for according to
pofition,, he muit be invelted with full Powce
imfelf; without receiving it from any other
Ferdon ;and confequently, as it is declared by the

oflle that God raifed him; the A& of bhis Refur-
indeniably fhews his Inferiority to Almighiy
whom he was obliged for the Exertion of
B extraordinary Power. As certain as Chrift was
fed from the Dead by God, fo certain it is thae
Lhrift is 2 Perfon inferior to Almighty God. Tis
fervable,. that Chrift is {aid by the Apoftles to have
raifed from the Dead by God, or the Father,
¢ twenty Times.

W R B W W
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In Oppoiition to thefe Declarations of tbe Apoflles,
there are fome few Texts quoted, wherein Chrift
feems to attribute to himfelf bis rifing from the Dead.
Fobn ii. 19. 21. Deftroy this Temple, and in three
Day: I will raife it up. He fpake of the Temple of
his Body. Chap. x. 18. I have Power to lay down
oy Life, and I have Pawer to take it again : this
Commandment have I received from' Father.
Our Saviour's own Words clear up all the lﬁwlz
It is true he fpeaks of his Power of raifing
from the Dead ; and at the fame time he as diftin&ly
fays, that this very Power was received from the Fa.
ther ; and confequently he had no fuch Power in
himfelf, but profefles himfelf to have received it
from his Facher ; which is exallly agreeable to the
Doé&rine fo frequently delivered by the Apofties.

A ii. 36. Therefore let all the Houfe of .
know afluredly, that God hath made ‘that
Jefus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chrift.

Thefe Words are the Conclufion -of St. Pmr‘;ﬁ
markable Speech delivered to the Feews at the F
of Pentecolt, when the Apoftles were endued with
miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoft, by which
were enabled to fpeak Languages they had never
learned, at which all the different Sorts of People
who heard them were very much amazed, thére be-
ing at that Time devant Jews at Fernjfalem from fe*
veral Nations, upon the Accountof that folemn Fefti-
val. [ would earneflly recommend this whole . Dif*
courfe to your careful Pertfal ; it being reafonable to
Believe, that St. Peter having jult received ‘the G
of the Holy Spirit, -according fo' the Promife of
Saviour, would fet forth the true Chriftian Do8 ]
upon fo weighty an Oceafion. v,

As the Fews believed the Prophecies of the
Teftament, he plainly proves to chern, that this ‘es
traordicary Power, of which they were Witilg
had been foretold by the Prophet Joe/. Then
roceeds to explain to them the true Reafon of G
ending this miraculous Gift : The Sabftance of w

is to this Effect; that God had raifed Fefus of Na-
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xereth from the Dead, after he had been put to a

puinful and feandalous Death, agreeably to the Pro-
of the Old Teftament. He appeals to their

own Knowledge for the mighty Works he had per-
formed amonglt them, and now God had exalted him
10 the bighet Honour and Dignity, of which they
might be thoroughly aflured by their own Senfes, as
they could plainly fee and hear the wonderful Gift of
the Holy Spirit, which Chrit had fent down from
‘God, according to a Promi‘e delivered before his
Death. Then he concludes with the Text I have
. The whole Defign of St. Peter's Difcourfe

upon this remarkable Occafion, was -to prove to the
Fewns, that Fefus whom they had crucified, was made
‘by God Lord and Chrift. From this it undeniably
follows, that our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to God
or gb."{ﬂj{r; it being infinitely abfurd 10 imagine,
‘that if he be God in as high a Senfc as the Father,
‘be could b= made by him Lord and Chrift. It could
never be the Defign of St. Peter, to eftablifh in the
\Minds of the Fiws the Belief of Chrilt's Equality
ﬁﬂ Father as touching his Godhead, becaufe he
‘has expreffed himfelf in fuch a Manner as neceflarily
overthrows any fuch Opinion, if he intended that his
Difcourfe fhould be underftood according to the Prin-
's of cammon Senfe, which muft copvince you, that
made Lord and Chrift by God, cannot be
1al to God by whom he was made. It is obferv-

able in this Difcourfe, that the fame Perfon who is
alled God, is in one Paffage (liled the. Father, (fee
Verfe 33.) which undenisbly fhews, that God does
pot ﬁgnjfy Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, but the Fa.
theronly. Add to this, that the Word God occurs
10 lefs than_eight Times, and plainly means the Fa-
- ditinguithed from Chrilt and the Holy Ghoft 3

as ‘ .
mg,"i;;;;hmhle it-hould have any other Senle,
without fuppofiog St. Peter to talk in a Way not to be

“Having thos given you a View of this very remarke.
# ﬁ'ih‘af St.Peter, delivgred upona folemn Occa.

fion, - ead -of producing partiular- Texts from the
" 32 we 28
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A& of the Apvfilesy 1 would earneftly recommend to
your ferious Confideration all thofe Speeches of St.
Peter and St. Paul, wherein they profefs to fet forth
the Subftance of the Chriftian Doétrine.

Chap. iii. Verfe 12, to the End. .

*Tis obfervable in this Speech of St. Peter to th

eavs, that God is faid to glorify his Son Fefus, to

ave raifed him from the Dead, and that Chrift was
the Prophet whom the Lord their God had promifed
to raife up and fend amongft them ; all which necefla-
rily fignifies, thac our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to
Almighty God. I muft appeal to your common
Senfe, whether the Feaws, to whom this Speech was
diretted, could take it in aoy other Senfe, than
that Chrilt could not pofibly be reprefented as equal to
God, by whom he was glorified, raifed from the
Dead, and fent to them as a Prophet. The Word
God is likewife mentioned in this Speech not lefs than
eight times : io all which Paffages it neceffarily fignifies
the Perfon of the Father only, as diftinguifhed from
Chritt; and to imagine it otherwife, would introduce
fuch grofs Abfurdities, as I have taken Notice of be-
fore, SeePage 14.

Adsiv. 8 to13.

By this Speech of St. Peter before the Fewi® San-
hedrim, it evidently appears, that Chrift is seprefent-
ed as inferior to Almighty God, who had raifed him
from the Dead, and e¢xalted him to the higheft Ho-
nour and Dignity.

A% v, 29 to 33.

The fame Obfervations may be made of this Speech
of St. Peter and the other Apoftles : only I would
note, that the Word God is mentioned four Times, and
exprefsly diftinguifhed from Chrift and the Holy Ghett.

A5 x. 3410 44.

This Speech of St. Peter was occafioned by the Ac~
count that Cornelius the good Centurion, to whom he
had been diretted by u Vifion from Heaven, had
given of himfelf. In this St. Peser declares, be?

o
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God anoiated Yefus of Naxareth with the Holy Ghott
_and with Power ; that God rai(ed him from the Dead,
and that he was ordained of God to be the Judge of
and Dead. If our Saviour was enabled by the
of God to perform miraculous Works ; if God
him from the Dead ; if he be a Perfon ordained
by God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead, it ne-
follows that our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to
God, it being highly unreafonable to fup-
him equal in any Capacity to God, from whom
¢ reccived his Powers and Abilities, and by whom
Je was ordained or appoiated to the Office of being

e B A2; xiii. 16 to 42.’
St. Paul in this Speech, delivered to the Fews ina
agogue at Awtioch, maintains the fame Doélrine
ith bis Fellow-Labourer St. Peter, that Jifus Chrift
_was condemned and crucified by the Fewif People,
n_ hat God raifed him from the Dead, agreeably to
the Prophecies of the Old Teftament. The fame
_Obfervations that I have made upon St. Peter’s
eeches, may be applied to thir, acd fo I have no

on to repeat them.

A& xvii. 22 to 32.

_ St. Panl in this Difcourfe profefles to fet forth to
the Atbesians whom he found wholly given to Ido-
ry, the main Principles of the Chrifian Doftrine,
"me Asbenians were entire Strangers to the Books of
the Old Teflament, he argues with them vpon the
commoa Principles of Recafon, and takes Occafion,
from an Altar he bad obferved with an Infeription
_to the Usknown God, to enter upon the Proof of the
" one true God, from the Works of Creation and Pro-
ce. From whence he undeniably demontftrates to
the Unreafonablencls of worthipping the Works of
Hands, inftead of that Omniprefent God, in
whom we live, move, and have our Being. Yet he ob-
ferves, that the great Ignorance in which Mankind
‘were involved, would in fome Meafure take off from
‘the Guilt of deluded People. But from the general
des Q2 “Ignorance
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Ignorance which prevailed, he argues vety firongly
for the Needfulnels and Credibility of a Revelation »
from God : now he commandeth all Men every where |
to repent; becaufe he hath appointed a Day, inthe
which he will judge the World in Righteouinefs, by
that Man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he bath
given Affurance unto all Men, in that he hath raifed
him from the Dead. g "

In this Difcourfe of St. Pau/, there is fo far from
being the leat Hint of Chrilt’s being equal to God, -,
that the whole Purport of it is abfolutely inconfiilent
with it. The Atbenian Philofophers muft have hada
very flrange Notion of St. Paul’s Reafoning ; they &,
might indeed have very juftly mocked, if they could |
have imagined that he tended  they fhould believe
a Perfon equal to the great Creator of Heaven atd
Earch, whom he reprefented as ordiined or appéinted
by God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead, and whom
God had raifed from the Dead. I muft beg you fur-
ther to take a ferious Review of this whole Difcoutfe,
in order to be fully fatisfied who the Perfon is whom
St. Pau! defcribes by the Name of God, and you will
foon be convinced, that he is one fupreme intelligéat
Agent or Perfon, the Lord of Heaven and Earth, a3
diltinguifhed from Chrift, and confequently is the Fa-
ther only, and not Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. Ad-
mitting that the Word God figoifies three Perfons, it |
turns this plain and admirable Difcourfe into groli-
Nonfenfle, and glaring Abfurdities. ,

See likewife St. Pauls Speech delivered before
Agrippa, Chap. xxvi. and St. Szepben’s, Chap.vii. 4

I muft intreat you to confider carefullyche maio
Scope and Defign of the Dilcous fes we meet withiin the
" Als of the Apofiles, and you will find, that when the
Apoftles addrefs themfelves to the Jews, they prove
that Fefus of Nazareth, whom they crucified, was raifed
from the Dead by Almighty God, and advanced 10
the higheft Honour and Digeity, according to the
Prophecies of the Old Teftament, and therefore they
ought to acknowledge him as Lord and Chrift. Bat -
whea St. Paul who was the Apoftle of the Ganfilen |

pmchcs
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10 thofe who were ignorant of the one true
| were unacquainted with the Writings of the
Tefament, be laBburs to tura them from Idolatry,
i Vice and Wickednefs, to the Acknowledg-
H}_and Warthip of the one Supreme God, the Maker
‘teaven and Earth, who had fent an extraordinary
on into the Waorld to give Mankind a clear Koow-
of their Duty ; and that this Perfon was appointed
d to judge the World in Righteoufnefs, of which
M: might be thoroughly uffured, becaule God
'Ihfrh from the Dead.

Now if our Saviour be God in as high a Senfe as the
ia‘icr, if he be equal to the Father as touching his
d, you muft certainly think it very ftrange, or
riber unaccountable, that the Apoftles in their Dif-
mrf{s-, when they profefs to fet forth the Chriftian
tine, fhould take no notice of fuch an extraordinary
.lhﬁuld not give their Hearers the leatt Hing,
's being Supreme God ; nay, that they fhould,
anily fpeak of him 1a fuch a, Way as is impoflible,
teconciled wath the Notion of his fupreme God-
Can it be imagioed, that they would be fo much
m{q their Daty, as to neglect an important Parc
o their Commiffion ? Or can any fesious Chriltians
Wiieve, that Divines of latter Ages fhould be able to
aprels the Dodtrine of Chrift with more Exattoefs
130 the Apofiics themfelves, who had the extraordi-
wyGift of the Holy Spirit, and were enabled o preach
®w04ll Nutions ? For upon Suppofition that the Arba-
8fisn Deflvine of Chrilt's fupreme Gedhead be true,
fhofe that lived four or five hundred Years after the
of the Apoftles, have given us better Inftruétions
z!l this Point chan the Apofiles themfelves. But as
b never eoter into the Heart of any ferious
~Anitians, you will naturally conclude, that the Do-
Brise of Chriq's fupreme Godhead was no Part of
Apofles Commitfion, but is oo better than the In..
¥enlion of Men ; and therefore it ought to be reje&ted
all Chriftians, who pay any Regard to the cxprefs

‘mination of Chrift and his Apottles.
C3 1 thall
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"I thall conclude my Obfervations upon this Head
with fome exprefs Declarations concerning our blefled
Saviour in the Epifties, which were wrote to profefled
Chriftians, and in the Book of Revelations. .

1 Cor. xi. 3.

The Head of every Man is Chrift, and the Head of
t(l;w Woman is the Man, and the Head of Chrift is

od.

Let common Senfe determine your Judgment, and
you caemot help thinking that Chrift is a Per{on infe-
rior to Almighty God, it the ftrongeft and cleareft Ex-
}s)rcf}'xom are to be taken in the plain and proper

enfe.

1 Cor, xv. 24, 27, 28.

Then cometh the End, when he thall have delivered
up the Kingdom to God, even the Father.=~For he
hath put all Things under his Feet. But when he
faith, all Thiogs are put under him, it is manifeft that
he is excepted which did put all Things-under him.
And when all Things thall be fubdued unto him, then
fhall the Son alfo himfelf be fubje&t unto him that put
all Things under him, that God may be all in all.

From thefe Texts it evidently appears, that all As-
thority and Dominion were originally in the Father
alone, and from him delivered to the Son : that the Son's
Dominion was thea confplete, when all Things were
aQually fubdued unto him, and the Father had pue all
Things under his Feet: and that the Son's delivering
vpat the End the Kingdom unto the Father, and being
fubje® on:o him that put all Things under him, isa
plain Acknowledgment, that all Auchority was and is
originally in the Father alone ; and confequently our
Saviour is a Perfon inferior in Power, Dignity and
Auckority to Almighty God, from whom he ac Arit re-
ceived his extraordinary Prc-eminence, and to whom
at lalt he is to furrender it ; jult as a General delivers
up his Commiffion to_his King when he has finifhed the
War, for the carrying on of which he at firlt received it

Philip.
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Pbilip. ii. 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11.

Let this Mind be in you which was alfa in Chrif Fe-
/a1, who being in the Form of God, thought itnot Rob-
bery to be equal with God ; but made himfelf of no Re-
putatios, and took upon him the Form of a Servaot,
10d was made in the Likenefs of Men ; and being found
in Fathion 2s a Man, he humbled himfelf, and became
obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Crofs ¢
Whesefore God hath bighly exalted him, and given
bim a Name which is above every Name, that at the
Name of Fefus every Knee fhould bow, of Things in
Heaven, and Thiags in Earth, and Things under the
Earth; and chat every Tongue fhould confefs, that
Jefus Chrigd is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father,

Some of thefe Exprefiious, according to our Englih
Trarflsion, feem to carry a Senfe with them incon-
Bllent with the Dotrine | hive been eftsblithing from
the Declarations of Chrift anil his Apottles: But, upon
Examination, ‘they will be found perfedly corfiftent
with it, and the whole of whit I have quated will bs a
firang Confirmation of the Inferiarity of Chritt to Al-
mighty God. The Defign of St. Paul in this Place, is
w exhort the Plilippians to Lowlinefs of Mind, from the
Example of Chrift, who tho' it Perfon of extraordinary
Dignity, tho’ he bad Glory with the Father before the
World was, divefted himfeif of it, and condefcended
fo far as to become Man, and even to fuffer a painful
and feandalous Death, Wherefore God hath raifed him
to a higher Degree of Honour than he had before, and
of his free Grace hath beftowed vpon him an Authority
above all, that every rational (reature might acknow-
ledge that Chrift is, by the Gift of God, Lord, to the
Glory of God the Father. Thisis the geoeral Meaning
of this remarkable Paffage : and as you don’t uaderftand
the Greek Language, in which the New Teltament was
wntien, I appeal to the Learned for the Fairnefs of my
Tracflation, which differs from the Englis : Who be-
g in the Form of God, thought it not Robbery to be equal
avith God, fhould be rendered thus: Who before his
lacarnation or sppearing in the Flefh, being in the

. C Form
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Porm or Likenefs of God, yet was not eager to retain
that Likenefs t0 God, or (ves uot greedy to be honoured
asa God: But made bikfelf of no Reputation. This
fhouid be tranflated ; But divefted bim(elf, or emptied
himfelf (of that Form or Likenefs to God which he be-
fore poflcfled.) .- Wherefore Godbuth Lighly exalied bim,
and givenbim a Nameachich ér abowe every Name. This
fhoold be tranflated ; God hath raifed him to a higher
Degree of Honour than h¢ had before, and bath given
him, as Matter of Favouwr, aName or Aathority.---
That I don’t impofe upan your Underftandings, by
giving a different Tranflition from the Exg/i, you

may be convinced by comaion Senfe, from the Jattes

Part of the Words. If St. Paul had intended to fet

forth the common Do@rine, that Chrilt is equal to the |

Father as touching his Gadhead, how could this ex-

traordinary Apolileimmedittely afiet déclare, that God

exalted him, that is, rafed him to a higher Dig-
nity than he had before? Can the moft High God be
raifed co higher Dignity? *Tis abfolutely impofible.
Again, how could Chrift, if equal to God i all Per-
fections, have any Thing given him by Almighty God
St. Paul’s Argument upon another Occafion clearly de-
termines the Point in the prefent Cafe. In the xith Chap-
ter of his Epifile to the Remasis, Verfe 35, he thus ex-
prefies himlelf : Who hath £t given to émd,and:i( fhalf
be recompenfed to him again? Thefe Words firorgly
declare that the moft Higd God cannot poffibly have
any Thing given him by the moft exalied Perfon
whatfoever : For (as he goes on) of him, and thro® him;
and to kim, are all Thiags. As therefore St. Paul
afi-ms, that Chrifc bad a Name piven him by God, i
undeniably follows from his own Argument, that Chr.ib
cannot be fupreme God, or equal (0 God who gave '
him this Name: For who hath fielt given to him, and
it fhall be recompenfed to himagain? The Conclufion
of the Whole caunot adwit of any other Sénfe, than
that Chrift, confidered in his higheft Capacity, is al
Perfon inferior to God. We muit acknowledge Chrift
to be Lord ; but a Lord made and appointed by the
frce Grace of Almighty God, according to the exprefs -
: Decla-
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Declaration of St Peter in his firft Speech to the Feaws
{ilseady quoted) and confirmed by St. Pau/ in this re-
matkable Paflage, who has in a very folemn Manner
determined, that Fefus Chrift is Lord, to the Glory of
God the Fasher.

Gl 3. 15, Who is the Image of the invifible God,
the Firk-born of every Creature. To which may be
added Rew. iii. 14. Thefe Things faith the Amen, the
fithful and troe Witnefs, the Beginuing of the Cre-
aticn of God.

In the former Defcription our Sayiour is plainly di-
Hinguithed from God who is defcribed by the peculiar
Atnbute of [nvifible ; and in the latter, he is exprefly
sfimed to be the Firft-bocn of every Cresture, and
the Beginning of the Creation of God, or the firit Being
whom God produced or created, as the Words in the
Greek fignify ; (for the Truth whereof Tappeal to the
Learoed) and confequently Chrift is a Perfon inferior to
the Smt Creator of Heaven and Earth, it being in-
baitely abfurd to fuppofe any Being whatfoever to be
equal to God, by whom he was produced or created.

Icould produce great Numbers of other Texts to the
Gime Parpofe ; fuch as, 1 Cor. iii 23. And ye are
Cheilt’s and Chrift is God's. Epbe/. i. 3. The God and
Father of our Lord Fefus Chriff ; and fo in many other
Paffages of the Epiltles. Heb. i. 2, 4. Whom he (namely
God) hath appeinted Heir of all Things.---Being made
fo mach begter than the Angels. 1 Per. i. z0,21. Who
{samely Chrift) verily was fore-ordaioed---for you, who
by bim do believe in God that raifed him up from the
Dead, and gawe im Glory, that your Faith and Hope
might be in God. Rew. i. 1. The Revelation of Fefus
Chrift, which God gawe unto him. Chap. iii. 12.
Him that overcometh, will I make a Pillar in the
Temple of my God.---And I will write upon bim the
Name of my God, and the Name of the City of my
Ged---Which cometh down out of Heaven from my
Ged, Rev. Chap. v,

"Tis obfervable that our Saviour, when he is repre-
fented as being invefted wich his kighet Dignity and
Honour, fo as t reccive Acknowledgments of Praife

Cg and
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and Glory from all rational Creatares, is defcribed ua-
der the gbara&er of 2 Lamb that was flain, and is
carefully dittinguithed from bim that fitteth upon the
Throne, namely, the Lord God Almighty, as he is ex-
prefly flyled in Diftie&ion from the Lamé, Rew. xv. 3.
God and the Lamb are Expreflions that frequently occur
in the Book of Revelations.

I bave no Occafion to make particular Obfervations
upon thefe Texts; upon reading them you will be
readily convinced, that Chrift, confidered in his higheft
Capacity, is a Perfon inferior to the Great God and
Father of all,

Thbus I have given you a faithful Accoont of the
exprefs Declarations of the Apofiles upon this import-
ant Point, which exa&ly agree with the Doftrine de-
livered by ouy blefled Saviour. I muft earneftly intreat
you, as Difciples of Chrift, to take a ferious Review of
the Evidence produced, which is no lefs than the jn-
fallible Word of God. Do but grant that the Apofties,
who were infpired with an extraordinary Affiftance of
the Holy Spirit, could fet forth the Doflrine of their
Lord and Mafter Fifus Chbriff with more Exa&tnefs,
than Writers who lived feveral hundred Years after
their Time; and you muit be convinced 'that Chsiit,
though a Perfon of the moft exalted Dignity next to
God himfelf, muft be acknowledged 10 be inferior ta
the One Supreme Goo and Fatuer of All, from
whom he in the moft folemn Manner profeffes to have
received all his Powers and Abilities, and to whofe alii-
mate Glory he direéted all hisAétions. And the Apo
when they are fetting forth the highelt Honour of Chrilk
after his Refurreftion and Afcenfion into Heaven,
plainly declare that God was the original Author of it
and that it was bellowed upon him asa Reward of his
voluntary and amazing Humiliation and Sufferings 3
and that his molt exalied Dignity above Men and Aas-
gels, was ultimately direfted to the Glory of God the
Father.

In order to give you al! poflible Satisfalion, ‘tis
highly proper to take Notice of the Objeitions made
to this Doérine, or that Part of the New Teﬁmicat

which

"“t

1
!

E

:
|
A
3
P
»
||
|

|

]



(35)

which has afforded the meft plaufible Grounds for {o
dangerous a Notion, as the Co-equality of the Son with
the one Supreme God and Father of all.

"Tis argoed that our Saviour has fuch Titles and At-
tribates afcribed to him in Scripturc, as neceflarily de-
note him to be.God in as high a Senfe as the Father;
and that when he feems to be fo frequently reprefented
asinferior to God, we mutt interpret this of his Huma-
aity, as.ic is exprefled io the 4thanafian Creed; equal to
the Father as touching bis Godhead, and inferior to the
Father as touching his Manhood : fo that accordieg to
this Account, our Saviour is a Compofition of two in-
telligent Perfons, God and Mao, or God united to a
Scul and Body. :
I will ficlt give a diftin&t Anfiver to the Argument,

drawn from our Saviour's Titles and Attributes; and
then I will confider this Wounderfol Account of Chrift's
Incamation, and compare it with the exprefs Declara-
tioos of Scripture, and fhall refer the whole to your
Judgment,

With regard to the high Titles and Attributes af-
cribed to our blefled Saviour, let it be obferved, that
“tis no Wonder that very high Things are faid of bim
m Scripture, who is reprefented as next in Dignity to
God himfelf, and has abundant Honours conferred upon
him by Almighty God. Buc the facred Writers have

- taken particular Care to fecure the unequaalled Majeity
of the one Supreme God in all thofe Paflages, where
they f{peak in the higheft Strain of the one Mediator
Jefus g?m/) *Tis readily granted that our Saviour has
the Title of God afcribed to him in fome few Texts,
{the principal of which are thefe:

febnis 1, 2. In the Beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The fame was in the Beginning with God.

In the beginning, moft probably fignifies, in this Text,

fore all Ages, before the Creacion of the World:

as the Word, namely, the Son of God, who in the

Eook of Revelations is called the Word of God, Rew.

xix, 13. the great Revealer of his Will to Mankind :

Mad tbe Word way with God, as one Perfon is prefent
Co6 with
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with another ; he was with the Father;, 1 Foba i. 2.
Had Glory with God before the World was, Fobn xvii.
. And the Werd awas God. Now the Queftion is,
whether the Word God, as applied to Chrift, is to be
intérpreted in as high a Senfe, ds when ufed of God
with whom be was: According to the ftri&t Propriety
of 1he Greek Tongue (for the Truath of which Obferva-
tion I appeal to tﬁe Learned) the Word God, applied
to our Saviour in this particular Paffage, very fairly
ard realooably figoifies a Perfon inferor to the God
with whom be was. The Words may be rendered
thds in nb bad Eagli: Thé Word was with the God,
(bamely, Supreime) and the Word was a God (namely,
an inferior God.) But withoat aoy Knowledge of
the original Language, you may be thoroughly fatis-
fied that the Word God is frequently ufed in Scriptare
in an ioferior Senfe, as undeniably appears from feveral
IoRances. Mofes was called 2 God, Exed. iv. 16, ===
‘Thou fhalt not revile the Gods, nor carfe the Ruler of
thy People, Exed. xxii. 28.——God is ftyled the God
of Gods, Deur. x. 19.—— They changed their Mirds,
and faid that he was a God, A& xxviii. 6. For
tho’ there be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven
or on Earth, (as there be Gods many and Lords many)
1Cor. 8. 5 Who oppofeth and exziteth bhim-
Telf above all that is called God, or that is worfbipped.
So thar he as God ficteth in the Temple of Ged,
thewing himfelf that he is God, 2 The/. ii. 4 —==Not
o multiply Examples in fo plaina Cale, our Saviour’s
own Anfwer to the Fews, when they charged him with
making himfelf a God, (oot that they could poflibly
mean o accufe him of afirming himfelf to be the Sa-
preme, Self-exilting Deity, r.or even of taking apon him-
felf to be a divine Perfon at all, but only of affuming t©
himfelf the Authority of God, becaufe he called God his
Father,and confequently made himfelf the Son of God,
which they reprefented in an aggravating Manner, as
making himfelf God): Our Saviour’s Anfwer, 1 fay,
determines this Point beyond a Poffibility of Contra-
diftion ; Tobm x. 34, 35, 36. Is‘it not written in your
faw, Ifaid ye (namely, Rulers and Magiﬂn-tesc); :?e
ods,
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Gods, (and Childsen of the Moft High) P/aln Ixxxii.
6.=If be called them Gods, unto whom the Wurd of
God came, and the Scripture cannot be brok:n; fay
ye of bim whom the Facher hath fan&ified, and (ent
isto the World, Thou blafphemett, becaufe I faid, I
am the Soa of God? Our Saviour’s Argument is evi-
demely this ; If according to your own Law Magiftrates
bave the Tide of Gods given them, as deriving their
Authority - from God ; how much more might that
Pesfon have the Title of God, or Son of God, whom
the Father hath fan&ified, and fent into the World
with an extraordinary Commiflion ? So that at the very
Time that our Saviour is proving to the Feaws that he
might be called 2 God, or Son of God, he reprefents
bimfelf as inferior to the Sapreme God and Father of
all, by whom he profeffes to have been fanélified and
fent into the World : and therefore, I think I have
3 Right to conclude that the Notion of ab inferior
God, though not agreeable to Creeds of human
Invention, depends apon no lefs Authority than that of
our Lord and Matter Fefas Chriff.

Jobm xx. 28. St. Thomas calls our Saviour God, when
be was thoroughly convinced, by feeing and feeling,
that be was raifed from the Dead. But St. Tomas
could not poflibly mean it in the higheft Senfe, becaufe
our Saviour himfelf declares after his Refurrettion, [
afcend unto my Father and your Facher, to my God,
and your God ; and 'tis exprefly affirmed by all the
Apotites, whofe Writings have been tranfmitted to us,
that he was raifed from the Dead by God or the

In like Manner, when our Saviour is called God,
Heb 1. 8. But unto the Son he faith, Thy Throge,
‘0 God, is for ever and ever; ‘he is evidently repre-
fented as inferior to Almighty God in the following
Verfez Thou haft loved Righteoufnefls and hated Inj-
«quity, therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed
thee with the Oil of Gladnefs above thy Fellows. So
ithat -although he is called -God, or a God, yet he
maft be acknowledged to'be mferior to his God and
Father, ‘who s ‘exprcily faid in this Paflage t0 have
saifed him to higher Digoity than the Angels, upon

3 Ae
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Accountof his greater Degree of Virtue and Obedience.

Rom. ix. 5. Of whom Chrilt came,’who is over all,
God bleffed for cver.

Chrift feems to be flyled, according to our Englifs
Tranflatien, God bleffed for ever : But in this Cafe |
mult appeal to the Learned, whether the Words are
not fairly capable of a different Rendering ; Of avbors
Chrift came, avho isower all,God be blefled for ever ® : or,
Of whom Chrift came, God who is over all be bleffed
for ever : or, Of whon as concerning the Flefh is Chrift,
whofe 15 the God over all, blefled for ever.

1 prefer the lift to any of the former; becaufe St
Paul’s profefled View, in thisand the foregoing Verfe,
is to reckon up the Fewi/b privileges. Now the Feaus
valued themfelves chiefly upon their deing the peculiar
People of God. They gloried in God being their God,
Chap. ii. 17. *Tis therefore unlikely thae the Apoitle,
fo great a Mafter of Addrefs, thould overlook the main
Privilege of the Feavi/b People, at a Time when he was
fpeaking in as high a Strain as poffible of his Coun-
trymen, in order 10 take ff from the Envy he might
be liable to from the difagreeable Subjet he was en-
tering upon, namely, the calting off the Feaws from
the extraordinary Favour of being the People of God,
and the admitting the Gentiles or Heatbens into the
gracious Terms of the Gofpel Covenant, whereby they
became entitled to all the Privileges of God’s People.
If the Cafe be confidered in this View, 'tis fearce poi-
fible to imagine that St. Paw/ fhould take no Notice of
the grand Privilege of the ¥eavi/b People upon fo re-
markable an Occafion, whea he carefully reckons up
all the reft of their Privileges. But if we take the
Words as I have rendered them, they admirably fuit
the Apoftle’s Defign, and the grand Privilege is inferted
to a noble Advantage. In Engli/s thus: Whofe is the
Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, and
the giving of the Law, and the Service, (namely, of
the Tabernacle and Temple) whofe are the Fathers,

® This is not the very Order of the Words in the Original
Grecek, but fuppofes a Tranfpofition of one fingle Letter, which
the Learned well know might eafily happen by the Miftake ofa
Tranfcriber,

and

TN N Y i—

eV r ar o a e m B S ks -




| Lt

8=

K= &' w

e
b

BoR- R ow W

=

BN B e R WAWWN -

-

A el RREER

(39)
and of whom as concerning the Fleth is Chrift, whofe
is the God over all bleffed for ever. Fatbers, Clvifi,
Ged, appear with the utmoft Propriety. In Confirmation
of this Senfe of the Words, 'tis obfervable, thit re
Woard blefled is generally applied to God the Father in
sther Places of Scripture; Mark xiv. 61.  Art thou
the Chrit, the Son of the Blefed. Tis likewife agree-
able to St. Paul’s Way of exprefling himlelf, Rom. i,
25. The Heathens worthipped the Creature more than
the Creator, who is blefled for ever. See z Cor. i. 3.
Chap. xi. 31. Epbe/. 1. 3. Butadmitting chat chis lotty
Title, as 10 our T'ranflation, be applied to Chrift, 'dis

‘plain that he muft be excepted, as St. Paul argues up-

on asother Occafion, by whofe {upreme Authority he
is over all God blefled for ever.

Ithas been imagined, that our Saviour is ftyled God,
Adsxx. 28. To feed the Chuarch of God, which he hath
puzchafed with his own Blood. But the moft ancient
Aanufcripts read it, the Church of the Losd ; for the
Truth of which I appeal to the Learned.

" So likewife 1 Tim. iii. 16. God was manifefl in the
eth

The true Reading in this Text is not throughly fettled,

it being uncertain whetber God, awbo, or wbich be right.

Again, it has been thought that our Saviour is ftyled
tue God, « Fobw v. 20. This is the True God and
eternal Life.

Bat if St. Fobn's Style be confidered, and the whole
Verfe be throughly weigh'd,this Interpretation will ap-
pear very uareafonable. The Chara&er of true God
is naturally referred to God the Father, according to
§t. Jobn's Account of our Saviour's own Words, Fohn

2vii. 3. This is Life eternal, that they may know thee

the only true God, and Fefus Chriff whom thou haft
fent; to which Text this is parallel. "We know, fays the
Apoftle, that the Son of God is come, and hath given
us anUnderftanding that we may know him that is true
(tbe true God, as ic is expreffed in the beft and oldeft
Manoferipts, for the Truth of which I muft appeal to
the Learned,) and we are in him that is true, (the true
God, the Order of the Words plainly requiring it to be

unders

r—
y

.

3




(401
tnderficod of the fame Perfan) in (that-is, by or thro?)
Fefus Chrift. This is the true God and eternal Life.
The Meaning is ; this is the true God, whom the Son
of God hath given us an Underftanding to know, and
in whom we are by his Means. Thus Verfe 11. of
this Chapter : This is the Record that God hath given
to us eterna! Life, and this Life is in (that is, by or
throogh) his Son. But if we fuppofe the Words to re-
fer to Chrift, he is then ftyled the true God, and the
Son of the true God, in the fame Verfe, dire@ly con-
trary to our Saviour’s own Words, as delivered by the
fame St. Fobn, to which this Text is parallel. ;
Bat with regard to the Title of God being in fome
few Texts afcribed to our blefled Saviour, it may be
atked how God can be one according to the diflin&
Voice of Reafon and Scripture, as before obferved, if
other Beings, befides the one fupreme Deity, more par-
ticularly Chrift, may bejuflly called Gads ? To which
it may ge anfwered, that the one, or the only God, are
Expreflions in Scripture which fignify the chief or fa-
reme God. This appears exiremely plain from other
Fnﬂances: thus, when it is faid that God only is holy,
tho’ Angels are likewile ftyled holy, the Senfe muft be,

that he alone isfupereminently and unchangeably boly 3

as likewife it is declared, that there is none good but
one, that is God, tho we read of good Men and good
Spirits. In the fame Manoer, though there are Gods
many, as St. Pas/ tells us, to us Chriflians there is but
one God the Father, one Supreme God and Father 6f
all, and all others derive their Being, Power and Au-
thority from him, the chief and independent God of
the whole Creation.

Only letitbe carefully obferv’d, thatas we ought not
to allow the Chara€ler of an inferior God to any Be-
ing, without an exprefs Warrant from the ooe Supteme
Ged ; fo it is our indifpenfible Duty not to reverence
any Beings, though they might have been flyled Gods,
which was the Cafe of the Angelsin the Old Teftament,
as our Mediators and . Intesceffors, without an exprefs
Authority from the Gop of Gads, our Savicur being

the
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the ooly inferior God appointed to that Office by the
Mot High God aud Lord of Heaven and Easth.

The sext Title afcribed to our blefled Saviour,
whereby it has been inferred that be is God equal to
the Father, is Rev. i. 11, 17. Iam Alpha and Omega,
the Fistand the Latt.

"Tis, granted ¢hat this high Title is afcribed to Al-
nmighty God, as in other Paffages, fo likewife in this
very Chapter. But’tis very remarkable, thac this high
Titleis given' to our Saviour in' fuch a Way, as to di-
fingoith’ him from his God and Father; for it comes
sfier a folemn Declaration of the Father, I am-Alpha
isd Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, faith the
Lordjwhich is, and ‘which was, and whic is to come,
the Almighty.

Some Writers indeed have taken Pains to prove,
that this Defcription. is intended bf our Saviour, whereas
Mthing can be more evideat than that it is the peculiar
and difingutithing Charaéler of the Father only. Do
but read the beginniog of this Prophecy : 7ohn to the
feven Churches: which arein 4ffa ; Grace be unto you,
10d Peace from him which is, and which. was, and,
whichis to come ; and from the feven Spirits whichare .
before bis Throoe 3 and from Fefus Chriff, who is the
fiithfal Witnefs, and the Firft-begortten of the Dead.
Hete Fefas Chriff is undeniably reprefented in a Cha-
nfer very different from the Supreme Father, who
i3 the peculiar Charatter of bim which is, and which
w11, and which is to come.

_ "Tislikewife applied to the Perfon of the Father only,
B every other. Paffge where it occars. See Chap. iv.
€ Chip. xi. 17. Chap. xvi. 5 Add 1o this, that there
#05 Text in the New T(ft ment, whereia our Savi.
our is deferibed by the Charatter of Lord God Al-

ty.

1 this Chaptér the Father has the Ticle of Alpha
a0d Omega, the Bepinning and the Eoding ; and Chrilt
bes likewife the Tile of Alpha aod Omega, the Firlk
ad the Laft. (Seealfo Rev. xxii. 13.) Now the Que-
Bion is, whether we muft underftand this as apphied
to Chrift in as high a Senfe as when applied to the
Father? Do but compare the whole Context, and

it
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it"will plainly appear that there is a wide Difference in

the Manner of the Application, - The Father has the:
additional Charaéler of which is, and which was, and

which is to come, the Almighty ; which is never al-*
cubed to Chrift.  The Son has this Charaéter added,
Verl. 18. of this Chapter. Iam he that liveth, and was'
dead. By comparing this with the fifth Verle, where
our Saviour is called the Firff begotten of the Decd, the. *
Reafon may be determined of our Saviour’s being fiyled
Firft, as being the Firft-born from the Dead, as “tisex-
prefled Colof. i. 18. And probably he is ilyled laft, be. *
caufe he is to continue Head of the Church, invelted =
with regal Authority, till he hath throughly accom-
plithed all that God foretold fhould be fulfilled : God' ™
hath made him Head over all Things, and he moft: *
reign till he hath puc all Enemies under his Footftool.
Our Saviour is likewife ftyled, The Autbor and Finifber:
of our Faith, Heb. xii. 2. Upon the Whole; Chrifcis-
friled Alpha and Omega, the Firft and the Laft,
confiftencly with the Acknowledgment of the Father
being Alpha and Omega the Beginning and Eading, in
a'far higher Seofe, as being the Almighty, which s

and which was, and which 1s to come.

* Again, it has been urged God is King of Kings, and
Lord of Lords; Chrift is alfo called King of Kiogy
and Lord of Lords, and therefore he is God equal 0.
the Father. The Weaknefs of this Argument: fuffici-
ently appears by what has been already fet ferch. 'Tis
granted, that our Saviour has this grand Title aferibed
to him, Rew. xvii. 14. and xix. 16. But if you confider
the Declarations of the New Teftament, this can oc-
cafion no Confufion : God hath made bim Lord of Lords,
A&;sii. 36.—God hath fet him at his own right Hand
in the Heavenly Places: far above all Principality and
Power, and Might and Dominion, and every Name
that is named.—And hath put all Things under his
Feet, and gave him to be the Head over all Things
to the Church, Ephe/. i. 20, 21, 22. Tis very furpnz-
ing, that learned Perfons fhould conclude that Chrift,
who is exprefsly faid to be made Lord, and appoisted
King ever all rational Beings, is equal to him who mad; s
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ird appointed him; and it is frequently declared, that
1ll the Power and Authority, with'which our Saviour is
mvefled, is derived from his God and Father, He re-
ceived his Kingdom from Almighty God, and' will at
li#, according to the exprefs Declarations of St. Puu/,
deliver it up to him, who is therefore the only Potentate,
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, in the higheft
I.H;moﬁ abfolute Senfle, as being Supreme King, Lord
ad God of all, the Son himfelf vot excepted ; who,
by bis Appointment, and in a lower Senfe, is a King
of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Farther, it has been frequently urged that the Son is
erprefly faid to be one wiﬁl the Father. J2én x. 30.
I'sed my* Father are ome. *Tis not faid that [ and

Father are one God, but one Thing ; and what
bat is, you may eafily learn from what goes before.

" The Jmws afked our Savicur, Verf. 24. How long
doft thou make us doubt ? If thou be the Chrift, tell us
plaiely. Our Saviour replies, Verf. 25. The Works
ihat [ do in my Father’s Name, they bear Witnefs of
me; that is, the miraculous Works which our Siviour
peiformed proved him to be the Mefliah, or a Perfon
fent forth from God. Verf. 26. But ye (faith he) be-
lieve not, becaufe ye are not of my Sheep; thac is,
Jou are malicions and frejudiced Perfons. Verf. 27,
2%, My Sheep (well-difpofed Perfons) hear my Voice,
and follow me, and I giveunto them eternal Life, and

thall never perith, neither fhall any pluck them out
- ofmy Hand. Veif. 29. 30. For my Father, which
¢ them me, is greater than all; and none is able to
plack them out of my Father’s Hands: [ and my Fa-
her are one ; that is, fince the Farher, who is greater
thin all, hath given the Sheep to the Son, none can

k them out of the Hands of the Son ; fo thacwhe-
her the Sheep be in the Haads of the Father, who is

glkr than all, or in the Hands of the Son, to whom
he Father hath piven them, is one and the fame Thing
nEe®. This is the natural Senfe of the Words, plain-
z&:ﬁrmed by the Context. They are ufed in the very
me Senfe in other Places. Fobn xvii. 22. That they
'v {my Difciples) may be oue, even as we (I and the Father)
' are
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ate oney; [ in them, and thou in me,.that they may be |
made perfe&t in one. t Cor. iii. 8. Hethat planteth and
he that waterech (Paw/ and Apslles) are one,

Again, it has been frequently urged by common.
Chrillians, He rhat bath feen me, bath feen the Father, %
Fobn Ch. xiv. ver.g. 'T'is impaffible to.underfland: &),
thefe Words in (uch a-Senfe, as if the Dilciples by fees
ing the Perfon of Chrift, or Chrift in his human State
(which was all that they could beho'd with their bodily,
Eyes) could fee the Perfon of the Father, of whom 1t
is exprelly declared, tbat no. Man buth feen him, John
i. 18. Whom no Man bath fiem nor cam. fee.. 1 Tim.
vi. 15. But the true Meaning it, he that hath.
feen the miraculous Works performed by, Chritt, hath:
feen the Power of the Father, from whom Chrift: re-
ccived the Power of working them. OQur Savioor him-
felf explains it in this Senfe in the following Verfes,
10, 11, Lfpeak not of myfelf, but the Fatber that duvelieth
in. me, bedoth the Works. Believe me for the ey,
Warks fake, Again, the Difciples, by living and con-
verfing with our Saviour, had:a.glorious Oppartusity
of knowing the Father. This Senfe is conhrmed !
our Saviour’s Words jult before, Verf. 7. Ifye.
known me, ye fhould have known my Father all
And fromhencefarth ye know him, and have feen him..
Or, as our Saviour hath exprefled it upon anotherO¢-
cafion, Neither knoweth any Man the Father, favethe
Son, and he to whomfoever the Son will reweal him.
Mauh. xi. 27. Again, vo Man hath feen God
at any Time ; the only begotten Son which is (or
was) in the Bofom eof the Fg:uher, he hath declared
him, Febn i. 18. The only reafonable Senfe, in
which our Lord declared or revealed the Father,
muft be fetting forth the Will and Difpenfations of the
Father, which were as clearly and fully made koowa
by him to his Difciples, as if the invifible Father had
uttered a Voice from Heaven.

With regard to the Attributes of God, ‘it has been
maintained that Omnilcience, (or knowing ail Thing)
Eternity, Omniprefence, for being prefent in all Places)
Omnipotence and Immutability, are alcribed to Chu.ﬂdi

an
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tnd therefore, upon this Account, he ought to be ac.
kaowledged as equal to God, or, as 'tis fometimes ex.
peledby: learned' Men, One God with the Father.

The Texts brought to prove his Omnifcience, or
keowing all Things, are Fobn ii. 24. He knew all
Mes.—Fobn xvi. 30. “Thou knoweft all Things —
Reviii; 23. I am be that fearcheth the Reins and the
‘Heart.~— That thefe Texts werenot intended to fet
forth the: Knowledge of the Son in as extenfive Degree
‘@ the Knowledge of the Father, undeniably appears
1fiom our: Saviour’s: own ' Words already quoted, where
thebas plainly told-us that he did not know the Day of
Judgment, and thac the Father only knew it,

Astoehe firlt Text, Sc. Fobn plainly fpeaks of Fefus
iasa Manwhoi knew all Men, without taking the Jeaft
Notice of his extraordinary Perfe@ions,’ and therefore
the.conld eafily’ difcernwhom he could truft ; Fefus did
‘nat commit- himfelf unto them, becaufe he knew all
Mea;and ghis is nomore than the Apoftles themfelves
“wereenabled by the Spirit of God to do, as 1o fome
'patticular Perfons upon feveral Occafions.

Thefecond Text, Fobn xvi. 30. is a Declaration of
M:Difdplcs ito- our' Saviour, .upon his acquainting
themplainly with his leaviog the World, and going to
rthe Father. Noaw cave-are fure that thou knonveft all
Jbing1, and mecdeft not that any Man fhould aft thee 3 -4y
Hthivaue belicroe that thow cameft forth from God. Here
‘we {ee that the Difciples did not infer from hence
‘that our Saviounr was very God, but only that he came
‘hom God, The Scriptures afford us feveral Inftances
offuch Expreflions, which cannot poflibly be interpreted
i8.an univerfal Senfe. Thus our Lord told his Apoftles,
§ thatthe Holy Ghott thould teach them /! Things, and
gaide them into a// Truth, John xiv. 26. and xvi. 13,
8t. Jobn fpeaking to Chriftians,- fays,* Ye have an
Undlion from the Holy Oue, and ye know all Things,
1 fobn ii. 20. And St. Paul declares of himfelf; I can
“do all Things, Philip. iv. 13. If any Chriftians fhould
vinfer.from {uch Exprefiions, that the Apoltles and firft
- Chriflians were as all-knowing as. God himfelf, ‘the
would be thought to make a very unreafonable and
. groundlefs
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grounBlefls Conclufion: Inlike Manner (makingall pre-
per Allowances for the extraordinary Difference be-
tween our Saviour acd his Apoftles) we may. be ja-
gifed in believing that fuch general Declarations of
our Saviour’s Knowledge were not intended to repre-
fent him as equally knowing with his God and Father,
as our Lord himfelf has exprefsly declared the contrary.
The remaining Text, Rev. ii. 23. appears to me to
be the firongelt Proofin the New Teftament of our
Saviour’s fuppofed infinite PerfeQions.  This is the
Argument arifing from it : Knowing the Hearts of Men
in Solomen's Prayer, 1 Kings viii. 39. is made peculiar
to God ; and God claims it as his eminent Glory,
Ferem. xvii. 10, and yet Fefus Corift declares of him-
felf, I am he that fearcheth the Heart; therefore he
mift be one God with the Father, .
In Anlwer to this, let it be obferved, that God may
be faid alone to know the Hearts of the Children of
Men, becaufe he knows all Things in the moit emiacat
and excellent Manner; but notwithflaodieg this, he
might communicate the Knowledge of the Hearts
Men to other Beings. Thus Goﬁ only is faid to
wife, and yet there are other Beings that are called
wife. But the great God is wife in a more exalted
and eminent Senfe. So in the prefent Ioflance, whea ™
it is faid that God only kpoweth the Hearts of Men,
it muft be interpreted in the higheRl and moft perfe&t
Mauner ; and at the fame time it may be very confift- -
ently maintained, that another Perfon is enabled by
God to know the Hearts of Men, which we find to be
the Cafe of our blefled Saviour ; who, as he is appointed
by God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead, is, doubt-
lefs, invefled with Powers and Abilities fufficient to dife
charge fo great a Trult, and confequently he muit be
throughly acquainted with the State of every particular
Perfon, in order to pafs Sentence according to his Works
Be plealed to read the whole of what our Saviour fays;
I am he that fearcheth the Reins and the Hearts, and
I will give unto every one of you, according to your
Workse—¢ven as I rectived of my Fatker. This De-
claration of Chriff prevents all pofible Confufion upea
this
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this importane Point 3 he, indeed, afcribes to himfeif
the extraordinary Power of knowiog the Hearts of
: ‘&wdr otherwife be could not be qualified to judge

the World) bat at the fame time he carefully fecures
the peerlels Majefly of his God and Father; by ac-
‘N‘k.d ing that he received his Powers and Dominion
 fom bis Facher ; and confequently chis exalted Power
‘of keowing the Hearts of Men, afcribed to Chrift, is
f far from proving that he is equal to the Father, or
0 God with the Father, that it undeniably thews his

writy to the fupreme God and Father of all, from
whom he profeffes to have received this and all h¥

Powers.

Add to chis, that our Saviour is reprefented not only
 being acquainted with the State and Condition of
. thefeven Churches of #fa, Rev. ii. 3. butas revealing
the State of the Charch from that Time to the End of
theWorld, which is fill a greater Degree of Knowledge :
botwe plainly learn from the fame Revel. that he was
obliged 10 God for this wonderful Knowledge ; the
very ik Words of this Book exprefly declare it;
Tie Revelation of Fefus Chrift, which Godgawe unto bim.
‘Aod in the fifth Chapter we have the Reafon diftinétly
fet forth, why our Saviour had the extraordinary Fa-
vour vouchfafed to him, of revealing the wonderful
Things contained in this extraordinary Book. Ch. v.

. 9. And they fung a new Song, faying, Thou
it worthy to take the Book, and to open the Scals
thereof : For thou waft flain—The Merits of Cbrif’s
Humiliation and Sufferings are the Reafon afligned,
Why he, above all the Inhabitants in Heaven and in
‘Earth, had the Honour of taking the Book (the Con-
ttots of which were concealed before from them all)
totef the Right Hand of him that fat upon the Throne,
aad of opening the Seals thercof ; from which Accounc
it uadeniably foliows, that the Lamb himfelf was not
atquainted with the exa& State of the Church to the
Ead of the World, till he had received the Book, after
bis Humiliation and Sufferings, from the Supreme
God and Facher of all; which fully agrees with what
our Lord himfelf hath exprefly told us, whilt he was
. . upon
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upon Earth, that he did not keow the-Day.of Judg-
ment, and that the Father only koew.it. =

The next Auribute (uppofed to be afsi
Chrift, is Eternity ; and the only coofiders
produced in proof of it, is what I have exar
ready, I am Alpha and Omega, the Begianing
End, the Firft and the Laft ; where I.have tak
tice of the different Manner in which this.is appli
.the Father and the Son ; and that it cannat be under-
‘ftood in as high a Senfe of the Son as the Fatbher,
‘deniably appears from Col. i. 15. quoted before, whe
Chrift is exprefly ftyled the Firfi-born of, every Crea-
ture, or the firft Being whom God produced or created.

Another Attribote fuppofed to be afciibed to
is Omniprefence, or his being prefent inall Places. The
Texts brought to prove it are thefe: Where two ¢
three are gathered together in my Name, there am I
in the Midft of them, Mate. xviii. 20. Lo, 1 am wuh §
you always, even unto the End, of the World, J att,
xxviii. 20. Itis granted that Chrifl is perfe&tlyacquainted ¥
in Heaven with the Wants of his People vpon Earth
but it does not follow from hence, that be fills Heaven
and ‘Earth as the fupreme God,and . Father of all. |
Chrifi*s Prefence with his Difciples is fufficiently ae-
counted for by his fending the Spirit of the Father to ¥
fupport and comfort them in Time of need. l:f m
properly be f3id to be with his Difciples, as he
received Power from the Father to affift them wit
Holy Spirit - Do but.read what Cbrifi- fays of
1 came forth from the Father, and am come into the
the Fa-
o

F

»

-

World ; again [ leave the World, and go to
ther, Fobn xvi 28. I came down . from
Febn vi. 38. with many more Paffages to the fa
Purpofe, which necelarily imply that Cébrifi s n

omniprefent, or prefent in all Places. There is, 1 2deed,
a Text, Jobn ii. 13. that, according to our Englig
Tranflation, {eems to fignify, that our Saviour,,
whilfe he was upon Earth,  was at the fame Tim
Heaven: And no Man hath afcended up to Heaven,
but he that came down from Heaven, even the Sex of
Man, wwbich i in Heaven ; but the Words may be juftly ¥

. render
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| Bew, ubich awas ix Heaven; and 1 a
e Crut _bfmydkﬁimddug? :
we, or a Power of doing all rhings, is fup-
. be _&')‘Idlnﬁ klﬂb 1. 8. But 1 have
..f’ ed, that d\i&’f‘ext does not belong to
¥, ba 'G'OJ: There is no Text wherein he is
ded by the Attribute of Almighty. P
Kk e fuppofed to be afcribed to Chrift,
bllity, or the unchangeable Nature of the
. The Texts b’ro(:;gﬁt to prove this are,
.xiil. 8. As @ Heb. i 12. many
have thought that the toth, 1tch,
s of this Chapter are direéed to Chrift.
; *Né ype and Defign of this Chapter be
bly confidered, you may be convinced, that
e applied to God the Father. The Defign of
ipotle in this Chapter is to prove to the Hebreaus,
f Savio r Chrift is a Perfon fuperior in Dignity
s ; Cblﬁym_‘dridn of this Point, he defcribes
: ifle of the Son of God, whom he (namely,
w_#fdt_(d Heir of alf Things, by whom, or
. m, he made the Woilds ; and that after
e of Humiliation he was advanced to the high»
r and Dignity, being made better than the
B, & being entitled to a more glorious foheri-
the Angels were no more than miniftring,
who received an exprefs Command from Gog
Homage to the Son, after he was raifed from.
+ but unto the Son he (aith, Thy Throne, O
ifor ever and ever ; a Sceptre of Righteoufnefs is
e of chy Kiagdom : thou baftloved Righteoul-
Ihated Iniquity ; therefore God, even thy
" anainted thee with the Oil of Gladnefs
tave thy Felows. Then the Apoitle addreffes him-
- !-&.- and. celebraces” his Power and un-
¢ Chingeat Duration: Aad thou, Lord, in the Be-
gienig, “laid the Foundation of the Earth, and
Heavens are the Work of thy Hands ;  they fhall
but thoa remainelt ; they fiall be changed,

eal to the

7

’vﬂe Word in Grek is thus rendered, Fobnix, 2£, eom-
. i, 62, 3
D and
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and thy Years fhall not fail. 1. Tt is not likely that the
Apole fhould apply this to Chriff, becaufe he ha
declared, Verfe 2, that God by his ‘Son made
Worlds, and fo would be guilty of a needlefs Repe-
tition: it is obfervable, that the Creation of the Heae
vens and the Earth is never afcribed immediately
the Son in fuch Terms ; but it is conflantly faid, that alf
things were made through him. (Fobni. 3. 1 Gor
ix. 6. Ephe/ 1ii. g.) 2. And, Thou, Lord, is m
naturally referred t0 God the Father, in order to efta-
blith the higheft Affurance of {the Continuance ¢
Chrift's Kingdom, as being given him by that fupr
Lord, whofe Power and unchangeable Nature
Pfalmift fets forth: 3, This very Paflage had been
ufed originally for the ame Purpofe in the to2d Pfulm,
namely, to infer this Conclufion ; . The Children of
thy Servants fhall continue, and their Seed fhall be
eftablithed before thee. Verfe the laft. . In like
Manner it proves, as here applied,  that Chrif's
Kingdom fhould continue.for ever, becaufe he was
anointed or invefted wich this Dominion by the g
preme Lord of all Things (who is exprefly mention-
ed as Cbrdi/?’s God but joit before) who is always the
ame, and whofe Years fhall not fail. o
Heb. xiii. 8. Felus Chrift, thie fame Yeflerday, aﬁ
To-day, and for ever. o -
That the Perfon of Chrift is the fame Yelterday, and
‘To-day, and for ever, may be admitted as true ; %
that is not the Meaning of this particular Texe,
the Apoitle is here fpeaking not of the Perfon, but
the Do&trine of Chrifr. Be plealcd toread what poes
before, and follows after. Remember them which
have the Rale over you, who-have fpoken unto you
the Word of God, whofe Faith follow, conﬁdénn*;
the End of their Converfation.  Fefus Chrift the
Yelterday, and To-day, and for ever. Be not c:
ried away with divers and {trange Do@rines: That i
adhere ftedfaflly to the Faith of the Apotles, and be'
not perplexed with Do&rines brought in by other'
Teachers arifing after them, For 7e/us Chrifl is the
fame Saviour, and his Gofpel the fame Golpel to them
at

?
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ﬁf, st rft, and to you now, and to all Generations that
it e to come hereafter. To preach Chriff according

jslg to many Paffages of the New Teltament, figaifies to
. preach the Doérine of Cb:g It is farther urged-in
Gadt Proof of Chrifi's fupreme Godhead, that fuch Works
o are afcribed to him in Scripture, as are peculiar to
i the great God of Heaven and Earth, namely, Crea-
rd;-', Gon and Prefervation. It is declared in fome few
i Paffages, that the World was made by or through
! Chrifi. Now Almighty God feems to afcribe: to him-
i {elf in a peculiar Manoer the Work of Creation ; he
,‘m, is frequently defcribed by the Title of Creator of
/ " Heaven and Earth : from whence it is inferred, that
biP‘i Chrift is equal to the Father as touching his Godhead,
fﬁ’é' or one God with the Father.
In anfwer to this, let it be obferved, that our Sa-
by viour is never ftyled the Creator of Heavenand Earth,
z.#i We read in the New Teltament, that God created all
xt Thingsby Jefus Chrift; that God made the Worlds
e § by his Son, or eftablithed the Ages by his Son; and
b2} 3¢ the World was made by him, or through him.
- Jeb i 3. Colofl. i. 16. Ephe/. i 9. Heb. i. 2.
7% Row admicting that thele Exprefions refer to the
Creation of l'%cavcn and Barth (which is not abfo-
/% Jately certain, there being many judicious Chriftians
who interpret thefe Expreifions of a moral Creation
1% of the whole World, orthe [ntrodution of a new State
"y of Things by Jefus Chrift) admitting, [ fay, the
. ¥ Truth of the common Interpretation, the Form of
che Expreffions fufficiently diftinguithes Chriff from the
* one God and Father of all; he is plainly reprefented
# s an inferior Inftrument whom God employed in the
# Creation of the World. Neither is this inconfiftent
% wicth what wereadin the Prophet Jaiah xliv. 24. 1
# ,m the Lord that maketh all things, that ftreccheth
¥ gorth the Heavens alone, that {preadeth the Earth by
* myfclf. Almighty God may confiftently be faid to be
? e alone Maker of Heaven and Earth, becaufe he
d received Help from none, he worked by his fupreme
¢ and uaderived Power, though he might think fit to
' employ another as an inferior Infrument. I could
. P
. D 2 pro-
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produce many Inftaaces of the like Natare, where
principal Agent aqr Performer of any Work is' men-
tioned in fuch a Way, as'if no others had any Con- £
cern in it; and, indeed, it is very common in all
forts of Writers. But one remarkable. Example @
the fame Way of fpeaking in the Old. T'ellamens may ¢
be {ufficient for the prefent Purpofe. . Thus it is fad ¥
with Regard to God's bringing Jrae! out of Egypt
Deut. xxxii. 12. The Lord alone did lead bim ; yet
Mfis alfo fays, Numb. xx. 16, that the Lord had &
feot bis Angel, and had brooght them out of Egyss.
Ir s likewife faid, thac he led them by the Hand
Mofes, If. Ixiii. 12. There js, therefore, no fe
of Difficulty in God's being reprefented as the olons
Maker of Heaven and Earth, although it be declared
in the New Teftament, that God created all things &y
(or through) Jefus Chrift, Ly
As to the Prefervation of all Things being afcribed
to Cbrif, Co/o{.' i. 17. By bim all Things confifi; the
Form of the Expreflion is the fame witi that alread
examined ; as God created all Things by (or throt
Chriff, fo be preferves or governs all things by for
through) Cbrift ; to which Heb. i. 3. is parallel, up-
holding all Things by the Word of 4is Peaver, bis
Power means the Power of God the Father. The
fall Import of thefe Expreflions, taken in the highef ¥
Senfe, 1s; that God employs Cérif? as an inferior la-
firament in the Government of the World. :
It is very remarkable, that in all thofe Paffa g, |
where our Saviour is defcribed with the moft exalted
Charalten, there is always fomething, either in the
Form of the Expreflion, or in the Context, or in {
both, that clearly ditioguithes him from his God and
Father. Let the firft Chapter of St. Paxl’s Epiltle to |
the Coloffians, which is fuppofed to coutain as high |
Chara&ers of CAriff as are to be found in any one
Chapter of the New Tellament, be propoled as an
Example. Is it declared'by St. Pau/, that i bim [of
through him) namely Chriff, all Things were created;
and that by him (or chrough him) all Things confift ?
The fame St. Paw/, in the fame Chapter, declages,
Verfe
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- Werfe 15, that Cri# is the Image of the invifible
God. which is a Chara&er abfolutely incorfitent wizh
~ the Notion of bis fupreme Godhead, Even Man s
fly faid to have been made ie the Image of God;
i? 15 the Image of God in a far higher

& Seole than Man; buc bl fmp &bie i is that he
be that very God, of whom he is faid o be

;

Tinage  Befides, the fupreme God is diftin-
by that afual Charalter of the God and Fa-
‘of our Lopd Fefus Chriff. Verle 3. Again,
.'W‘mﬁblﬂl as the Firfl born of cvery Creature,
_ “Firfi-born from the Desd. Verl w5, 18. The
~ former E naturally fignifies the firk Being
whom God produced or created ; and all agree that

. Tatter fignifics the fir who rofe from the Dead.
ow it is very ablard to apply either of thefe Cha-
raflers to the fopreme God. And to determine the
Point beyond ali poflib'e Doubt, it is declared, Verfe
m (the 1 Father)that in him (namely Chriff)
2‘ fhauld dwell. To which may be added
?lﬂ'l"ext from the following Chapter, Ver. g.
“him dwelleth all the Fulaefs of the Godhead bo-

- dily, which fome underftand, as if Chrift was poffefi-
ed of al/ the Perfe@tions of the Divine Nature. But

f we examine the Context, or the Ufe of the Expreffion
in other Paflages, the true Senfe of it is evidently
this, that Chrift is completely enabled to fet forth to
85 the Will and Petfedtions of God, This Expreflion
is of the fame Import with what the Apoftle had ufed
oft . Verf. 3. In whom (namely Clriff) e
all the Treafures of Wifdom and Knowledge ; that

8, Chrift is perfe&tly acquainted with every thiog re-
WO the Gofpel Difpenfation, about *which he
n fpeaking. Ver. 2. As to the Term lodily,

it fignifies truly and fubftantielly, in Oppofition to the
Types and Shadows of the Law, as plainly appca-s
by comparing Ver. 8. and Ver. 17. ——=—=sThe fenfe

“ ‘4 The Word Fath is not in the Grerk, but the following
. Werfe clearly proves that our Tranflators did well to fopply
the Termn Facber,

e D 3 I
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I have given is undeniably eftablithed by Epbsf. Chaps
iii. Ver. 18, 19. where St. Paul prays, that the Epbe-
Jfsans might comprehend with all Saints, what is the
Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and Heighth :
And to know the Love of Chrift which paffeth Know-
ledge, that ye might be filled with all the Fulnefs {
God: The Apoftle could not poflibly pray, that a
Saints might be filled with the PerfeQions of the Di-
vine Nature, that being infinitely abfurd, but that
they mighe be fufficiently acquainied with the extra-
ordinaty Love of God in fending Chrift into the
World, and that they might abound in all other fpi-
ritoal Graces. But whatever be the precife Mean-
ing of the Fulnefs of the Godhead, the Apoftie affures
us, It pleafed the Father, that in bim (namely Chrift)
all Falnefs fbould davell ; fo that itis owing to the good
Pleafure of the Father, that the high Charaters fet
forth in this Chapter are jultly afcribed to Cbrif. Up-
on the Whole, it undesiably appears from this very
Chapter, that the higheft Charadters applied to Civif
muft be interpreted confiftently with the Acknowledg-
ment of the Father being the one fupreme God, who
is ftyled the God and Father of our Lord Jefas Chriff,
and of Chrif? being an inferior Perfon, §isd
Another Argument produced in Favour of Cl:‘c}l‘l
fupreme Godbead, and on which the greateft Strefs is
lad by vaft Numbers of Chriftians, is, that divioe
Worfhip is paid to Cérif. But as this is a Point, ia
which our religious Pratice is immediately concerned,
I hall, in its proper Place, endeavour to lay before
oa a full View of the true Chriltian Worfhip, drawa
m all the Texts of the New Teltament, relating to
that Point. \
It remains that I confider the ObjeQion of learned
Men, drawn from the fuppofed Truth of our Savi-
our's Incarnation, as d,:livercd in the Atbanafian
Creed, and then compare it with the Declarations of
Scriptare.  According to the former Account our Sa-
viour is perfett God and. pesfect Man; of ‘a reafon-
able Soul and human Flefh fubfifting ; fo-that he is.a
Compofition of two intelligent Perfons, God and Maa,
or
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0tGod united toa Soul and Body ; and therefore Chrift
B equal to the Father, as touchinﬁ his Godhead, and
ferior to. the Father as touching his Manhood. Who
agh he be God and Man, or God united to a

Soul and Body, which feems to be a Compofition of

two intelligent Perlons, according to the natural Sig-
ication of the Words ; yet notwithftanding this, he
not two, bat one Chrif2. By Virtue of this curious
Diftin&tior, when our Saviour is fo frequently repre-
fented in Scriprure as inferior to God, learned Men
«an eafily account for it by interpreting it of his human
Nature a3 diftin& from his divine ; fo that, although he
be inferior to God in one Capacity, yet he may be
¢qual to him in another.
. In anfwer to this I beg Leave to obferve, that this
wonderful Accouat of the Incarnation of our Saviour
Ta _p\'.\'re Invention of learned Men, in order to folve
the unanfwerable Difficulties arifing from the Suppo-
fition of the fupreme God undergoing a State of Hu-
miliation, Sufferings, and Dying ; it being on all
Sides agreed, that the fupreme God is ablolutely inca-
pable of fuch a State.

_On the other hand, the Scripture tells us, that the
Word became Fleth ; that God fent forth his Son,
made of 2 Woman ; we read of a Body prepared for
bim; we read of Fe/us Corit being come in the Fleth.
But it is no where fiid in the Word of God, that
Cériff confifts of a divine Nature, Soul and Body ;
which if neceffary to be believed by Chriftians, thould
Bave been plainly and fiequently exprefled. But this
15 1o far from being the Cafe, that great Numbers of

affages concerning our Saviour are abfolutely incon-
fikeat with it. Heb ii. 14. Forafmuch then as the

Children are Partakers of Flch and Blood, he alfo
himfelf took Part' of the fame. CHh. x. 5. Where.
fore when he cometh into the World, he faith, Sacri-
fice and Offering thou wouldft not, but a Body hatt
thod prepared me. . Ver. yo. By the which Will we
are fan@ified, through the Offering of “the Body of
Jfus Chrift once for all. This Account is quite diffe-
rent from what we find in the Arbanafion Creed, which

Dy re-
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repreflents aue Savioys as 3 Perfon made up of the Wond
or dvise Natore of .CI»'V, with 3 Soul gnd Bodyadd.
¢d,  The Scripture s plais enopgh with refpedt to
Incarnation of Clrift, that the fame disine F
who ¢xifed in Heaven before be wastorn of the Vi
in May, sffumed a Body like oore, and confequep
fy) because a-real Mar; ol‘thwgh ‘his {piritval Partw
vamx' maose glorious than eur Souls. In like Mans
un- Angel, though of a Nature more excellent than
QuFs, might be properly called a Man, if hc,;opk vp-
oo bim a human Body, of which we have a remak-
able loftance in the Old Teftament, Gen. _x'vi_?ji '
three Angels that appeared to Abrabam bcip{ﬁ‘
wily calied Men, becapfe they were cloathed @
g_umha.Bo_diq. But when leared Men talk 'of‘o.a'
Saviour’s praying and {uffering as a Man, whillt at1
fame $ime as a God he was not capable of fuch an
pferior State, they {peak without any Warrant fiom
Scripture, therg being npihing exprefly declared ther
fiom which Chriftian People could have gathered an
fuch Opinion, if their Artrention had been alwaysc
fined 10 the Wotd of God, and they had taken
Notions from thence according te the Princjplcjg;
common Senfe. O my Father, if it be pcifible,
this Cop pafs from me; can yop poflibly believe that
the Word me does not fignify our Saviour's wh
Peifon, but only his human Soul in. Difliscion_ from
his divine Nature 7 = You muft certainly. think, if
ap extraordinary Senfe had been intended, it woul
have been plainly fet farth, fo thag you mj'g'b't—%g'
readily oblerved it upoo being told it was o
Wosd of God. That our Saviour {uffered s {o
ly fet forth, fhat he that rues may read ic 5 but it 5&:
quires the Help of vice Arts of DiftinQion 10 B
out, that the Pesfon who fuffered was the Man, o
human Soul jained to a Body, whilft at the fame tit
the Weord, or G#ri/t confidered in his highcﬁ'
city, continned iocapable of Humiliation acd
ferings. ' : b et
As therefare the Seripture is filent, abeut the Atha-
zgfien Account of our Saviour’s Incarmation ; 'ai:d'a;
fevera
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feveral Paffages exprefly contradi&t it, you muft rea-
fossbly think that Cri/t's Inferiority to the -one God
and Father of all is eftablifhed upon the clearelt and
fronge® Realons: for if Chrift confidered in his
b:gdﬂ Capacity was really humbled, and did really
fuffer, impofible it is for you to conceive of him as
the eternal and fupreme God, in whom there can be
10 Variablenefs, or Shadow of turning. But wick
168ad to the molt exalied Perfon, if le be not the
moft high God, there is nothing inconfiltent with the
Priciples of Reafon to fuppefe him capable of fucha
Qhiinge as our Saviour is reprefented to have pafied
throggh ; and therefore we may reafonably believe it
opon the Teftimony of the Apofties. It was indeed
1 2mazing A& of Condefcen(ﬁm, an unparalleled Ia.
lance of Humility, that {o glorions and divine a Per»
fon Mould be content to come down from Heaven,
and take our Nature upon him, and fubmit to the fo-
fitmities and Sorraws of human Life. Bue ftill thers
8 oothing abfurd, - nothing unreafonable to believe,
that he who was_in the Beginning with God, and who
¥t 3 Ged, really came in Flefh, and dwelt among
U; that he actually laid afide the Glory which he
bad with the Father before, the World was ; that be
divefled himfelf of the Form of God, and really took
2pon him the Form -of a Servant, and was made in
the Likenefs of Men, and became obedient unto Death,
¢%en the Death of the Crofs. The Scripture always
paks of our Saviour as one fingle Perfon ; and com-
moo Chriftians, 1 dare fay, would never have ima-

ted, that when he declares bimfeif inferior to God,
1€ Was ac the fame time equal.to the Father as touch-
ing bis Godbead, if their common Senfe had not been
er-raled by the fubile Determinations of Learned
Mea, The Bulk of Mankind are not qualified for
fuch nice Diftinctions; and it ought always to be re-
membered, that the Scripture was  defigned. for the,

fe of the Unlearoed as well as Learned.

Let me now recommend it to your ferious Confide-
fitian, to take a Review of the Evidence | have pro-
duced, with regard to the Perfon of our bleffed Sa-
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viour : it muft be referred to your common Senfe,
whether I have not proved by plain, diret and -
fitive Evidence, that Chri/? is a Perfon inferior to thi
one fupreme God and Father of alt; and whether ¢
Objeétions drawn from the high Titles, Actril i
and Works afcribed to Chrif?, do overthrow this plais
and pofitive Evidence. I believe it muft appear
your unprejudiced Underftandings very evident,
Chrift cannot poflibly be equal to the one fupreme Go
from whom he profefles to bave received all
Powers, Faculties, and high Charallers; to wh
Commands he performed Obedience ; and to wh
ultimate Glory his greateft Honours redound. X¢
muft be farther referred to your Judgment, whether
the Diftin&ion of the divine and human Natore, as
fet forth in the Atbanafian Creed, can be of any
Weight in Oppofition to the plain Declarations of the
New Teftament, interpreted by common Senfe.
It remains that I proceed to fet forth to you what
the New Teftament exprelly declares concerning the
Holy Spirit. As to this Part, I have no Occafion to
be very large. For, as I have fufficiently proved ¢
our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to the one God and
Father of all, jt.is impoflible to conceive that the
Holy Spirit fhould be of equal Dignity with t
one fupreme God, becaufe he was fent by our Sa-
viour. The fupreme God cannot poflibly be fent by
a Perfon inferior to God. And here the
might reft, without producing any other Arguments
whatfoever. But, in order to make the Point ftill
more plain, I will firft lay before you a general View
of the principal Texts relating to the bleffed Spirits
and then I will confider thofe Paffages from whence l

learned Men have endeavoured to prove the fupreme
Godbhead of the Huly Spirit. i
Fobmxvi. 7. I tell you the Truth; it is expedient

for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the '
Comforter will not come untoyou ; but if 1 depart, 1
will ferd him unto you. Verfe 13. When he, the
Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you unto all
Truth; for he fhall not fpeak of himfelf; but what- |

foever
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ever he | bear, bat fball be fpeak-; and he will
¥ m 3&% 10:::9%1}*“&?1 ‘He tall glori-
§ f‘hd | reecjve of nilne, and thall thew it’
_yo! ‘obn xv. 26. Whea the Comforter
ne. iom will fead unto you from. the Father,
gpm of Truth, which proceedeth fom  the
: ﬂtemry of me,——Luke xi 13 How
your hcavenly Father give the Holy
_ tbat afk him ?—Aﬂ: v.32. And we
nefles of thefe Thmgs, and To is alfo the
holt, whom God hath giwén to them that obey
d thias is the Holy Spirit reprefeated in many
. Rom. viii. 26,"27. Likewile the
th our Infirmities ; for we know not
gid, prdy for as we ought ; but the Spirit
th Iaterceflion for us with Groans that
vt tered. But he that fearcheth the Hearts
cth what is the Mind (or Defire) of the Spirit ;
wnh Interceflion for the Saints according'to
? of God.—44s ii. 4. And they were all fill-
with the Holy Ghoft, and began to fpeak with
*Wu. as_the Spirit gave them Utterance,
God anomteg Fefus of Nazareth with the
and with Power.—Heb. ii. 4 with Signs
'ondens, and with divers Miracles acd Gifis of
oly Gholt. Mark xiii. 11. It is not ye that
ut the Holy Ghoft. Luke'i. 67. Zactarias
with the Holy Ghoft, and prophefiéd. 47:
ey were all filled with the Holy Ghott,
é they fpake the ‘Word of God with Boldnefs. 'z
Pee.i. 21. But holy Men of God fpake, as they were
by, the Holy Gholt. 44, ii. 24. He was a
sod Man, .and full of the Holy Ghoit and of Faith..
Oq ¥..5. The Love of God ‘is fhed abroad in our
s by the Holy Ghok. Rem xv. 13: The God
ﬁt“pu with all Joy and Peace in believing,
may abound in Hope through the Power of the
Boﬁ \Epbe/. v. 9. The Fruit of the Spirit is
| Goodnefs .Ephy/. vi. 18. Praying always wich

d& .Prayex and Supplication in the Spirit.

1
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" From thele Texts compired’ togéther concemin
the Holy Spirit, it appears chat he was the Worker
all Miragcles, even ofP&ofe done b)sf aur Lord himfelf;
and that our Saviour during, His Stawe of Humiliation
was upder his Guidapce and Affitance - that he was
the Infpirer of the Prophets and Apofites, the Direflar
and Teacher of the Apoflfes in the great Work of their
wivillerial Office, He is. farches declared to"be the
Sanélifier of all Hearts, and the Com{orter apd Sup-
parter of good Men, in the Pradtice of their Dyty.

It mult now be seferred to}'our Judgment, ‘whether
the Holy Spirit be not a Perfon inferior to thg?:x
God, becaufe he is reprefented as proceeding n
bim, fent by him, given by him, and aa.mg in at
things according to his fupreme Wil and teafure,
Agan, you will naturally 1u.dge thar the’ Holy Spirit
5.2 Pvfgn_ inferior to Chrifl in. bis gloriﬂed‘ Stare after
his Refurreétion and ‘Afcenflon, becaufe he. js repre-
fented 3s fent by him from the Father, according to
the Promife made to his Difciples juft before bis

|
Death, 4

Ic is farther to be obferved, that in all the Deferig-
tions we find in . Scripture of the Holy “Spirit,
is never exprefly called God or Lotd ; he is peyer re-
prefented as ﬁn_fn_?l ugqn a Throne, or cxe{dﬂn any
seoal Authority ; he feems to be the principal of chief
'quthe miniftring Spirits employed by God “and Chrif
in very high Offices ; and therefore it muft be thought
unwarrantable Prefumption to afcribe fbpceme God-
head to the Holy Spirit, who, thongh fuperior to sy
Avgel, is undeniably inferior to Chriff gnseGog;'

ﬁ- Oppofition ta this plain Account of the Holy
"Spirit, learned Men generally produce ‘445 v. 3, 4
Petet faid, Ananias, why hath Satan filed thine
Heart ta lie to the Holy Ghoft ¥—Why haft thou can-
ceived this thing in thine Heart?' Thod haft not lied
unto Men, but unto God. Becayfe the fame Lie
which is declared to be told to the Holy Ghoft, in the

former Words, is in the latter faid ta be told to God, |
therefore it is inferred that the Holy Gloft is fliled |
Gad. It is very furprizing that learned Perfons fhoold |

make
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nak gﬁpf’fd‘wcﬁk'p Pretence to prove the Godhead
3 Yoly Spitit. By alike Argument they - bt
ve from A2 xxiii. g. that an Angel was - ftiled
d; We find no Evil in this Mao : but if a Spirit or
hath fpoken to him, let us not fight againft
God. 'fl"h'ek_gam_Meapipg is this ; Ananias by lying
I%i:gl es, Wwho were infpired by the Haly Spi-
did in B8t e 10 the Holy Spirit ; and lying to
e Holy Spiric was the very fame thing as lylog t@
d himfelf, who gave them bis FHoly Spirit. 1o
ripure wé’ find feveral Inftances of the like Way of
aking. Luke x. 16. He that defpifeth you, de-
) ‘me ; and he that defpifeth me, defpifeth him
at me: 1 Thef. iv. 8.  He that defpilech, de-
t Man but Gad, 'who hath alfo. given-anto
oly Spiricy and cherefore be that lied 10 the
')ged._l_o the Holy ‘Spirit, and be that lied to
Spicir, lied to God, who gave them.: his

sain, learned Men_ have endeavoured to prove
the fupreme Godhead qf the Holy Spirit, becaufe
our “is declased to be ‘the Vemple of the Holy
3 and they srgue that the Holy Ghottis God,
d{*i','l‘mp]e is peculiarly dedicated to God. Io order
© fhew the Weaknefs of this way of reafoning, I
“fet down the Texts themfelves. 1 Cor. vi 1
] g hat, know ye not that your Body is the Temp
the Holy Spint which is in you, which ye have of
God, and ye are not_your own? For ye have bees
hxug ¢ with a Price. Wherefore glorify God both with
our Body and your Spirit, which are God’s. 1 Cor.
. 6. Ye are the Temple of God : for the Spirit of
! God dwelleth in you. Epbe/ ii. 21. Ye are an holy
|
!
3
i

 Temple ia the Lord, an Habitation of Ged through
the Spirit. By comparing thefe Texts to ether, you
may eafily determine in what Senfe our Body is the
Temple of the Holy Ghoft, and fo of God, becaufe

' God dwells in us by his Holy Spirit. Inlike manner

3 Fobn iil. 24. St. Jobn proves that God abideth in

us by the Spirit which he hath given us. Chap. iv.
Verfe 13. By this we know that we abide in him al;ld
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he in us, becaufe he hath giwen us of his Spirit. l;‘orr
where the Spirit of Godis, there God is faid to be;
and that is his Temple, where his Spirit hath fixed
his Abode. It is obfervable, that St. Pax/, whillt he
is fpeaking of our Body being the Temple of the Holy
Ghott, takes particular Care to dire& our Thoughts
to God, from whom we have reccived him, and ex-
horts us to glorify God, with our Body, to whom it
is principally dedicated. Doubdlefs it is a very high
Privilege that our Body is the Temple of the Holy
Spirit ; but, according to St. Pax/, we muft make our
folems Acknowledgments to God the fupreme Bene-
fator and Giver of the Holy Spirit; which undeni-
ably proves, that the Holy Spirit is not oaly diftin-

guithed from God, but inferior to him. L S
Moan. xii. 31, 32. The Blafphemy of the Holy
Ghott fhall not be forgiven unto Men. - And whofo-
ever fpeaketh a2 Word niain& the Son of Man, it fhall
be foréiven him : but whofocver fpeaketh againft the
Holy Ghoft, it fhall not be forgiven him, neither in
this World, neither in the World to come. From
hence it is argued that the Holy Ghott is God, becaufe
Blafphemy againft him is declared to be unpardonable,
which it could not be, if he be not God., 1f the Con-
text be carefully examined, it will appear that this fe-
vere Declaration of our Saviour was occafioned by
the perverfe and obflinate Malice of the Pharifees,
who afcribed our Saviour’s Miracles to the Prince of
the Devils, by which they fhewed a Temper of Mind
not capable of being worked upon by the frongeft
Means of Convi€tion that God can afford any of his
Crextures ; fo that in this View the Blafphemy againft
the Holy Ghott does not fignify the Perfon of the%ioly
Ghoft, but the miraculous Works of the Holy Ghoft,
which moft be the highef Aggravation of Guilt, be-
caufe they withflood the greateft and laft ‘Means of
Coanvition that God intended to afford them. ~ This
was the moft unpardonable Affront againft al.
mighty God, who employed the Holy Spint_to per-
form thefe wonderful Works; and the Reafon why
this particular Blafpheioy is declared to be more un-
1 \ pardonable
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_than Sins committed more immediately
i ¢ Perfon of the Father, or the Son, is, be-
committed againkt the clearelt Light: for
d thew a greater Degree of incurable Ma-
to afcribe thofe very Works to the Devil,
had the higheft Reafon to believe were
Spicit of God ; juft as if we fhould fay, Sins
againft the clear Diftates of Confcience are
deeper We, and confequently more unpardon-
than ether Sins; and therefore the Blafphemy
inft the Holy Ghott is declared to be incapable of
not becaufe he is God, for then all Sins
unpardonable ;. but becaufe God afforded
firongefl Evidence of his Power and Majelly
the Works of the Spirit; and confequently, to
them as Works of the Devil, muft be the
heinous Affront, the moft obflinate Rebellion
gainft the fupreme Authority of almighty God, who
oyed his Spirit in thefe extraordinary Operations,

to give Mankind the mott fatisfactory Evi-
dence of our Lord’s Divine Commiffion.

A8; xxviii. 25, 26, 27. Well fpake the Holy
Ghoft by Efaias the Prophet unto our Fathers, faying,
Go anto this People, and fay, — and I fhould heal
them. Becaufe that which in J/aiab is ateributed to
the Lord, is in the #4;s afcribed to the Holy Spirit,
it has been inferred that the Holy Spirit is the Lord.
Bat nothing can be more fallacious than this Way of
arguing : in the fame manner I could conclude, that be-
aufe what is afcribed to the Lord, 1/aiab 1xv. 3. (I am
foaght of them that atked not for me: I am found of
them that fought me not) is in the tenth Chapter of
Remans, Ver. 20. applied to Jfaiab (But Efaias is
very bold, and faith, I was found of them that fought
me not) therefore Jfatab is the Lord, I could pro-
duce many other [oftances of a like Nature; but this
s {ufficient, as a clear Account may be given of the
prefenc Cafe. Whatever God fpeaks, may very pro-
perly be faid to be fpoken by the Holy Ghoft, becaufe
Go!alwgys {peaks to his Prophets by the Infpiration
of his Holy Spirit:. and whatever is fpoken bde;e
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Holy Ghoft, may likewife very Empﬂly be faid to be
‘fgoken by God, becaufe it by fpoken to the Prop hets by
at Spirit which God has given them. There 15 a ve

remarixble Inftanee of this kind in the Rev. ii. and
The very Words which Clrif him(elf (pake (fee Verfe
1.} arein the fame Chaprer aid to be whac the Spi-
#it faith unito the Churches. (See Verfes 11, 29. of
C€hap. ii. and Verfes 1, 13, 14. of Chap, fit } '

2 Cor. iif. 19. Now the Lord is that Spirit : and
where the Spirrt of the Eord is, there is Liberty, It
has been obferved by learned Men, thit the Spirit i
here fliled the Lord, and the Lord here meant is the
one Yebovah, the God of Heaven and Barth. I
order to determine the troe Sedfe of this partical
‘Fext, it is neceflary to obferve the main Scope 3
Defign of the Apottle in this Chapter, which 'is  evi-
dently thic, to magnify the Do@rine of Chrif?, asbe-
ing more clear and plain, more powerful and’ gloriows,
thao the Law of Mafer.  Verfe 6. he obferves that
God hath made us able Minifters of the New Tefta-
ment, not of the Letter, bur of the Spirit; for the
Letter krReth, buau the Spiritgiveth Life; thac i, the
Law of Mofes requireth many Things, for the Per-
formance of which it does not afford fufficient Scrength,
and ac the fame time threatens Death to all Tranl-
greffors without Hope of Mercy.  On the other band,
the Spirit giveth Life ; thatis, the fpiritusal Do&trine
of tbe Gofpel beftows upon us eternal Life, not only
as it_points out to us the true Mechod of ataining it,
but hikewile gracioufly affords us an Affurance of Par-
don upon Repentance in cafe of Failures, and in all
difficult Trials fupplies us with fpiritual Strength.
From hence he proceeds to fet forth the glor,io:snilﬂ
peafation of che Gofpel above that of Mufes, Verfe
7, 8, g, 10, 17. Then he defcribes the Blindnefs
of the Fewi/h People after our Saviour’s Time, in
not difcerning the Types and Figures of the Old Tef-
tament, by comparing it to the Veil thdt BMofes put
wpon his Face, to hide the Brightuefs of it. Verle 14,
1§, 16. Their Minds were blinded ; for until this
Day remaineth the fame Veil untaken away in the

reading
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reading of the Qld Teftament; which Veil is dose
w0y in._Clyg'ﬁ: but even unto this Day, when Mefes
s read, the Veil is upon their Heart: nevertheless,
when it, that is, whew the Heast of the Jeaws, fhull
o to the Lord [thall be converted 1o Chrifl) the
Veil hall be taken away, as he had obferved juft be-
fore, Verfe 14 whien Veil is dore away in Chriff.
Then he coocledes with the Words 1 bave  produced.
Now tbe Lord is that Spirit, that is, Chrift, by whofe
glorioas Gofpel the Veil is done away, Vefe 14 and
towhom the Fews thould be converted, Vesfe 16, This
Lord, even Chrifl, 1s that Spirit;which tbe Apoitle bad
been defcribing through the whole Chaper. His
Meanirg therefore is, the Doétrine of Chriflis the Spirity
Ead, and Scope of the Law, which points out to Men
the true Way to Life aod Hap inefs, in Oppofitioa (0
the dead Letter and Rigour o the Law, which teads
ouly to Coodemnation and Death. That the Word
Spiric is espable of this Senfe, appears from tbe Ufle
of itiin-.,‘lqveral other Places 35 well as .this Chapter.
Particularly Rom. ii. 29. Circumcifion. 1s that of tbe
Heart in the Spivit, and not in the Letter.- Rem. vii. &
Bat now we are delivered from the Law, that being
dead wherein we are held ; that we thould ferve in
Newnels of Spirit, and not in the Oldanefs of the Letter,
Aud avbere the Sgirit of the Lord isy there is Liberty.
hat iz, where this Miniftration of the Spirit (Ver. 8.)
prevails ; where the Gofpel is received, thore is Liberty,
Liberty  frors the Obicusity, and Perplexity of the
Law, and from the Yoke of Fewifp, Ceremonics,
Libesty fiom the Dominion andSlavery of Sin.. That
lh,ee&iﬂd Lg:d cannot pofibly fignify the Holy Ghott,
andenigbiy appears fiom thele W ords, Wherq the $pi-
sit of the Lord i1, there is Liberty. For if the Word
Lord, in the foregoiog Words, Gguified the Holy Ghott,
then the Spisit of the Lord, in the following Words,
ouft denote the Spirit of the Holy Ghott, ot the Spi-
rit of the Spirit idgﬁ, schich: is manifeftly impaoffible.
To undevftand the Word Losd, inthis particelar Text;
of the Holy Ghoit, is contrary to the whele Strain of
the facred Writings, there being 00 Phace whc:cﬂrhc’
oly
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Holy Spirit has the Chara&er of Lord given him, but
he is always defcribed under his own perfonal Name,
the Spiric of the Lord, or the Spirit of God, or the
Holy Spirit, or Ghoft. ; £ 3

1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. Bat God hath revealed them un-
to us by his Spirit: for the Spirit fearcheth all Things,
yea, the deep Things of God. For what Man know-
cth the Things of a Man, {ive the Spirit of Man which
is in him? Even fo the Things of God knoweth no
Man, but the Spirit of God. 1t has been arFucd from
hence, that the Holy Spirit is in fuch a Senfe the Spi-
1it of God as to be in God, and therefore he is God.

In anfwer to this I would obferve, that the God
here mentioned as revealing Things by his Spirit, moft
be the God and Father of all. For it would be grofs
Abfurdity to fuppofe that the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, revealedpgshings by his Spirit. It is not faid in
the Text, that the Spirit is in God, as the Spirit of 2
Man is in Man, but he is plainly reprefented as di-
fin&t from God, as a Perfon by whom God reveals his
Will, as a Perfon who fearcheth the deep Things of
God, and confequently he cannot be God ‘himfelf.
The plain Meaning of the Apoftle’s Words is, ‘that
2s no Man knows, or can make known to others,
Thoughts of a Man, but either the Man himfelf, or be
to whomfoever the Man will difcover them : fo much
lefs doch any Man know or can difcover the Thoughts
and Counfels of God, but either God himfelf, or he 10
whomfoever God reveals them by his Spirit. *

Thus [ have given you an impartial Account of
the moft important Texts produced by learned Men,
to prove the fupreme Godhead of the Holy Spirit ; asd
it muft be now referred to your Judgment whether they
be not too weak and infufficient to c@tablifh this ‘great
Point. :

Having made a more exaét Enquiry concerning the
Perfon of the Holy Spirit, occafioned by the late ® E/ay

* *Tis fuppofed by the Public that the learned Bithop of
Clogher, in Ircland, was the Author of this Treatife. ‘Tis
certainly for his Lordmip’s Honour that he has made an As-
;::xl‘pt to remove an offenfive Do@rine from the Church of

nd,
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s Spirit, 1 thiok it not improper to fet it forth, which
I do not deliver as abfolutely certain, but it appears
1o me extremely probable, and what ferves to clear up
fome Difficalties relating to the Holy Spirit: How far
it carries any Weight and Convittion with it, is referr’d
to your Determination.

" Our Lord is exprefly declared to have been under
the immediate Guidance of the Holy Spirit, during his
Sate of Humiliation. Thus it is faid that he was led
by the Spirit, namely, the good Spirit—to be
tempted of the Devil. Mawmh. iv. 1. That he
caft out Devils by the Spirit of God Mauth. xii. 28.
That God aoointed Jefus of Nazareth with the
Holy Ghoft, A4&;s x. 38. And yet in one Paffage,
when he was in that bitter Agony juft before
bis Death, at a Time when he feemed to require the
greateft Sapport, ’tis affirmed that an Angel appeared
unto him from Heaven, ftrengthening him, Luke xxii.
43 5 from whence it feems not improbable that the
Angel was the Holy Spirit.

Again, let the 26th, 2gth, and 39th Verfes of the
viﬁxrgh. of AZs be compared together. And the
Angel of the Lord fpake unto Philip, faying, arife and

o towards the South==—Then the Spiric faid unto
hilip, go near and join thyfelf to this Chariot, m—mm
Acd the Spirit of the J.ord caught away Philip—
The fame Perfon who is called an Angel of the Losd
Verf. 26. feems to have the Title of the Spirit and
the Spirit of the Lord, Ver. 29, and 39.

So likewife the Angel fent to good Cornelius fecma
to have been the Holy § irit. 42 x. 3. He,
pamely Comnclius, faw in 2 VifionemmwAn Angel of
God coming in to him—Ver(. 5 And now fend Men
to Joppa—Verf. 15. While Peter thought on the Vi-
fion, tbe Spirit {1id unto him, Behold, three Men feek
thee, Veri. 20. Arifc therefore, and get thee down—
Por 1 bawe fent them. The Perfon who fent them
is exprefly called ao Ar:Fel of God ; and here the fame
Perfon feems to be ftyled rhe Spirit. See Ch. xi. 12, 13,

Add to this, that our Saviour promifed his Difciples
before his Death, that he would fend the Holy Spirit,

or
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or Comforter, to them, who would Braw ante them
Things to come.  {See the Words quoted above p. 58.)
Now St. Joha, to whom the Cuncents of the of
Revelation were communicated, exprefly declares that
the Perfon by whom he was jmmediarely infpired,
was an Angel. The Revelation of Jefu: Chrilt, which
God gave unto him, to fere anto bis Servants Things
awbich muf? feortly come to pafi, and he feat and Hgnified
it by his Angel voto his Servant John. And who that
Angel was, may be learnt ffom the foleinn Words at
the Clofe of cvery Epiftle direfted to ithe feven
Churches of Afia, Ch. ii, jii. where the Angel having
before fpoke in the Name of Chrift, now fpeaks in
his own Perfon, faying, He that hath an Ear, let him
hear what tbe Spirit faith unto the Churches ; from
whence it feems highly probable that the Angel was
the Holy Spirit feat by Chrift from God to guide
and inftru&t his People in religious Truth, and to
HAew them Things to come, according to the Promife of
our Saviour; which feems to have been more remark-
ably fulfilled by the Contents of this wonderful Boaok,
than any other Part of the New Teftament, as it con-
tains not only many ofeful Truchs thac highly deferve
the Attention of all Serious Chriflians, but likewile a
Prophetic Account of the State of the Church from
St. John's Time to the End of the World.

I can fee b3t one confiderable ObjeCtion to. thiy
Account of the Holy Spirit, which is this; Al
though the fame Peifon wlo is fiyled Angel in one

affage, feems to have the Tit'e of The Spirit in anoher
of like Nature, yet it does not neceffarily follow fiom
bence that the Holy Spirit is an Angel, as there are fe-
veral Inftances in Scripture of the fame way of Speak-
iog, fome of which I have taken Notice of upon a hike
Occafion ; (See page 63.) To which may be added
the 6th and 16th Virfes of the xxiid. Ch. of Revel. In
the 6th Verl. 'uis faid, that the Lord God of the Haly
Prophets fent his Angel—And in the 16th, [ Jefus have
feat mioe Angel. But it does not follow from hence,
that the Lord God mentiored in the 6th Ver. is Jefus,
Verl. 16. for, as it plainly appears from Ver. 1. o
Ch. i. of this Book, that God gawe Jefus an Authority

; to
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10 fead his Angel, it may, with cqual Propriety, be
faid either that God, or Jefus, feat his Angel, becaafe
efus feat his Angel by a2 Commiffion from God. This
jection would, I own, overthrow the Incerpreration
iven of tire Holy Spirit being an Angel, if any [nftance
1n Scriptare could be produced, where the Holy Spirit
had 2 Commiflion from God to fend an Ange! in his
Name ; for, in that Cafe, the Holy Spiric might pro-
be faid to do what the Angel did in his Name :
it as no Inftance of this kind is, I believe, to be
found in Scripuire, the Interpretation above given re-
mains highly probable. If the Spirit mentioned in the
2d and 3d CA. of Revelation had been a Perfon dif-
ferent from the Angel mentioned in the Beginning of
it Ch. St. John would, ia all Probability, have taken
diflin& notice of him ; for vo good Reafon can be af-
figned, why the Apoftle ﬁwu?d omit the Holy Spiric
vpoa this remarkable Occafion, when he profefles to
ve 30 Account of all the Perfons concermed in chis
ton, but this, namely, that the Angel was the
Holy Spirit. God, Cbrift, an Angel, and St. fohn, are
the enly Perfons particularly fet forth as the Authors
of this Revelation, Ch. i. Veif 1. From whence "tis
m patural to conclude that no other Perfon or Being
any Coacesn in it. But upon Suppofition that rke
Trﬁ in Ch. ii. iii. means a Perfon different from the
el, we have another Perfon introdaced as em-
ployed in this Revelation, in exprefs Contradiction to
the folemn Determination of St. Jobn in the Beginning

of this wondesful Book.

Upon the whole, as the Angels are exprefly calied
Mioiftriog Spirits, Heb. i. 14. The Holy Spirit
feems to .be the principal or chief of the Asgelic
Holt, who upon Account of his Eminence and being
employed in higher Offices than the reft, is diftinguifhed
by the Tiile of the Holy Spirit, Holy Ghoft, the Spirit,
the Comforter. In like Manner, we find one Principal
Spirit amonpft the evil Angels, called in Saripture by
the Wame of Satan, or the Adverfary, or the uaclean
Spirit, or the evil Spirit of God,

From
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From the Obfervations made concerning the Holy
Spirit being an Angel, or chief of the miniftring Spi-
zits, a clear Anfwer may be given to thofe Chriftian
Writers who have maintained, that the Holy Spirit is
no Perfon at all, but only a Power or Operation of
God. One Ariumcnt urged againft the Perfonality
of the Holy Ghoft is, that he is not mentioned in.
fome remarkable Paffages of the New Teftament,
where it is fcarce poflible to imagine he fhould have
been left out, if he be a real Perfon. For inflance,
1 Tim. v, 21. I charge thee before God, and the
Lord Jefus Chrift, and the Ele@ Angels—"Tis
afked why the Holy Spirit is left out? The Anfwer is
plain, he is one of the Ele&t Angels, upon which Ac-
count it was not neceflary to mention him particularly.
But the mott illuftrious Paffage in the whole Scripture
is, Heb. xii. 22, 23, 34. Ye are come unto Mount
Sion, the City of the living God — To an innumerable
Company of Angels, to the general Affembly and
Church of the Firft-born which are written in Heaven,
and to God the Judge ofall, and to the Spirits of jult
Men made perfect, and to Jefus the Mediator of the
New Covenant. In this glorious Defcription we find
all Perfons reckoned up; God, Chrift, Angels, and
good Meo. ’[is atked how the Holy Spirit could
poflibly be left out, if he be a real Perfon?, The
Anfwer is clear, He is one of the Angels, and confe-
quently he is included in this Defcription. :

Having made fuch Obfervations, as I think proper,
concerning the one God and Father of all, Chrif?, and
the Holy Spirit, diftin&tly and feparately, according to
theil” refpetive Order, I fhall now fet before you, in
one View, all the Paflages of the New Teftament,
where the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, were men-
tioned together, that you may compare them with the
Declarations of the Athanafian Creed.

Mattb. xii. 28. I caft out Devils by the Spirit of God.
Matsh. xxviii. 18, 19. All Power is givex unio me in
Heaven and in Earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
Nations, baptizing them in (or into) the Name of the
Fatker, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gheft, It has

been
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been inferred from this Paffage, that the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghoft are equally eatitled to the Godhead,
becaufe we are commarded to be initiated into the
Name of the Son, and Holy Spirit, as well as the Fa-
ther. But our Savioar’s own Words going before, en-
tirely deftroy this groundlefs Inference. All Power is
given unto me in Heaven and in Earth; and confe-
quently che Father is mentioned as the original Giver
of that Power, the Son as the Perfon to whom the
Power was given, and the Holy Ghoft as the Perfon
whom our Lord chiefly employs in the Exercife of
that Power, according to the Commiffion he has re-
ceived from his God and Father. Let common Senfe
determine your Judgment upon this famous Paffage,
which is thought to be one of the ftrongeft Supports
of the Atbanafian Doltrine ; and you muft be convinced
that the Son, who has all Power given him by the
Father, is a Perfon inferior to the Father, from whom
ke received it: and the Argument holds ftill fronger
with refpeét to the Holy Ghoft, who is reprefented as
feot and employed by the Son in the exercife of the
Power given him by the one God and Father of all.

Befides, the Argument drawn from Baptifm to prove
the Son and Holy Spirit of equal Dignity with God
the Father, is entirely without Foundation, as appears
from other exprefs Inltances. St. Paul {peaks of the
Ifraclites as being baptized into Mofes, becaufe they
profeffed themfelves Followers of that Religion which
God taught them by Mofes. The fame Apoftle tells
the Coriathians, that he adminiitred the Office of Bap-
tifm boc very fparingly, /2fl any foould fay be bad baptized
in bis own Name, 3 Cor. 3. 15. Could St. Pau! fuppofe
that the Corinthians, if they had charged him with
baptizing in bis own Name, intended to accule him of
fecting himfelf op for God ?

Neither is the Son and Holy Spirit being joined in
the Office of Baptifm, any Argument that they are
equal tothe Father. If it was fo, the Angels would be
equal to Chriff and God. St. Paul, in his {olemn Charge
to Timerby, exprefles himfelf thus, I charge thee, be-
fore God, and the Lord Fefas Chriff, and cthe eleft An-

gels.
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gels. 1 Tim v. 21, Wedind God and the Creature:
fometimes joined together as Objetts of the fame AQ.
Exod. xiv. 31.  The People feared the Lard, and Je+
Jliewed the Lord and his Servant Mofes, And 1 Chros.
xxix. 20. All the Congregation blefled the Loed God
of their Fathers, and bowed down their Heads, and
wor/bipped the Lord and the King.

* Lubei. 35. The Holy @hofi—the Power of the Higheit,
fhall over-(hadow thee ; therefore---fhall be called the
Son of God. o

Fobn xiv. 16, 17. And I will pray the Father, and,
he'thall give you---the Spirit of Truth. Verfe 26. ‘The
Holy Gbofi, whom the Father will fend in my Name.

Fobnxv. 26. I will fend pnto you from the Father--
the Spirit of Truth. 4

Adsii. 33. (Fe/us) being by the Right Hand of
God exalted, and having received of the Fatber the
Promife of the Haoly Gbaft.

A5 v. 31, 32. Bim (namely, Fefw) hath God ex-
aked---and we are his Witnefles-=and fo is alfo the
Boly Gboff, whom God hath given to them that obey.
him.

A7 vii. g5. He being full of the Holy Ghoft-=-faw
the Glory of God, and Je/us Randing on the Right
Hand of God. :

A8:x. 38. €od anointed Jefus of Nuzareth with the
Holy Ghoft. i

Rom. i. 1, 3, 4. The Golpel of Ged---concerning bis
Son Fefus Chrift our Lord---declared to be the Saam of,
God with Power, according to the Spirit. of Holimefs,
by the Refurretion from the Dead.

Rom. v. 5, 6. The Love of Ged is thed abroad in
our Hearts by the Holy Ghoft, which is givea unto us ;
for --Chyift died for the Ungodly. { °

“Rom. viii.g. The Spirit oé God---of Chrift---Rem. xv.
1¢, 16, Becaufe of the Grace that.isigiven me of Ga,

Tshat I thoold be the Minifter, of, Fafus Cérijt. to sthe
Gentiles, minifiring the Gofpel of Gad, that the offer-
ing up of the Gentiles might be accepmble, being
f:mﬂ"lgcd by the Hely Gheft. Vedea8, tg. Thole
Things which Chrif~-wrought---thro’ mighty Signs

' and
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snd Wonders, by the Power of the Spiriz of God,
Verle 30. I befeech you, Brethren, for the Lerd Fe-
Ju Chrift's Sake, and for the Love of the Spirir, that
ye ftrive together with me in your Prayers to God for
me. 1 Cor.vi. 11, In the Name of the Lord Fefus,
asd by the Spirit of our Ged. 1 Cor. xii. 3. No Man
{peaking by the Spirit of God, calleth Fefus accurfed ;
ard no Man can {ay that J¢/as is the Lord, but by the
Moly Ghoft. Verfes 4, 5, 6. There are Diverficies of
Gif{«, but the fame Spirit. And there are Differences
of Adminiftrations, but the fame Lord. And there are
Diverlities of Operations, but it is the fame God, which
worketh all in all. 2 Gor. i. 21, 22. Now he which
flabliheth us with you in Chriff, and hath anointed us,
15sGod: who hath alfo fealed us, and given the Earneft
of the Spiris in our Hearts. 2 Cor. iii. 3. The Epifile
of Cbrift---writtea---with the Spirit of the living God.
2 Cor. xziii. 14. The Grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and
the Love of Geod, and the Communion of the Holy Gbaoft,
_be with yoa all, Amen. Galat. iv. 6. God hath feat
forth the %i;;t ofhis Sen into your Hearts. Epbe/.i. 17.
That the of our Lord Fe/us Chrift, the Father of
mmay give unto you the S¢irit of Wildom and Re-
. Epbef.ii. 18. For through bim (namely, Chrift)
we both have an Accefs, by one Spirie, unto the Fatter,
Verfe 21, 22.-- in the Loy 4. In whom youalfo are build-
ed her, for ao Habitation of God, through the Spirir.
Epb. tv. 4. 5, 6. There is---one Spirit---one Loed-.-
ove God and Father of all, who is abave all. 2 Thyf.
ii. 13, 14- We are bound to give Thanks always to Ged
for you- -becaufe God hath---chofen you to Salvation
through Sandtification of the Spirit, and Belief of the
Trath ; whereunto he called you by our Gofpel, to
obtaining of the Glory of our Lord Fefus Chrift.
27im. i. 7, 8. Ged hath not given us the Spirit of
Fear, but of Power and of Love, and of a found Mind ;
be not thou therefore athamed of the Teftimony of our
Lord. Tit. iii. 4, 5, 6. The Kindoefs and Love of Gd
sxr Savioar---appeared...he faved us by the---renew-
ing of the Holy Gbejt ; which he thed on us abundantly,
E through
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through 7 efus Chrift our Scwviour. Heb.ii. 3, 4. Which
at the firlt began to be {poken by the Lord, and was
confirmed to us by them that heard him ; Ged alfo
bearing them Witnefs --- with divers Miracles and
Gifts of the Holy Gbeft according to bis ow will,
Heb.ix 14, How much more fhall the Blood of
Cbrift, who through the I eternal Spirit offered him-
felf without Spot to God,---purge your Confcience from
dead Works, to ferve the living God. 1 Per. i. 2.~ Eledt
according to the Foreknowledge of God the Father,
thro’ San&ification of the Spirit unto Obedience, and
Sprinkling of the Blood of Jefus Chriff. t Pet. iii. 18.
or Chrift hath allo once fuffered for Sins,---that he
might briog us to God, being.--quickened by the Spirit,
1 Pet. iv. 14. If ye be reproached for the Name of
Cbrift, happy are ye ; for the Spirit of Glory and of
God refteth upon you. 1 Jobniv. 2, 3. Hereby know
ye the Spirit of God : every Spirit that confeffeth that
Fefus Chrift is come in the Flefh, is of God, and every
Spirit that confeffech not thdt Fefus Chriff is come in
the Fleth, is ot of God. Verfes 13, 14. Becaufe he
hath given us of his Spirit: and we bave feen and
do tellify that the Father fent the Son t0 be the Savi-
our of the Word. 1 Fobn v. 5, 6. He that believeth
that Jefus is the Son of God: and it is the Spirit that
beareth Witnefls, becaufe the Spirit is Truth. 1 Febs
v. 7, 8. For there are three that bear record (in
Heaven ; the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghott;
and thefe three are one. ' And there are three that
hear Witnefs in Earth) the Spirit, and the Water, and
the Blood ; and thefe three agree in one. And tbe/fe
three are ene, vot one God, but one Thing in Effe&,
one and the fame Teftimony, as the Words naturally
fignify. But with regard to this famous Text, you
have a Right to be informed that no Strefs ought to
be laid upan it, in determining a Do&rine of Scripture.
Asyou cannot be Judges of the critical Enquiries of the
Learned relating to this Text, I will endeavour to ftate
the Cale ia {uch @ Manaer, that you may know how

1 In (ome Copies tke Haly Spirit. -
the
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:“ the Fad ftands, and I appeal to the Learned for the
%L Truth of my Reprefentation. Before the Invention of
the Art of Printing, about three hundred Years ago,
ill Books were wrote by Hand, which are now called
Manuferipts, i order to diftinguifh them from Printed
Books. There are fome of thefe Manufcripts remain-
ing of almoft all the Books that are older than the [n-
weation of Printing. And particolarly therc are more
Manufcripts lefc of the New Teftament than of any
other old Book whatfoever, becaule it was fo ofien
wrote out for the ufe of Chriftians difperfed through fo
many differeat Countries. Now it appears by the En-
of learned Men, that this Text has not been yet
din any one Greek Manufcriptoider than the Inven-
tion of Printing, which is a ftrong Argament that St.
obn never wrote it. Again,betwcen three and four hun-
dred Years afcer qur Saviour’s Time, when this very
Point, about which I have been appealing to your
common Senfe, was warmly debated on both Sides, this
Text was never quoted, which is almoft impofiible to
conceive fhould have been neglected, if it had been in
their Bibles. It is as abfurd to fuppofe, that Men, who
were jo very zealous to eftablith the Atbanafian Do-
Biine, fhould take no Notice of fo famous a Text, if
they bad knowa it, as it would be for Papilts, when
ey are endeavouting to prove the monftrous Do-
Brise of Traafubftantiation (or the Change of the Bread
a0d Wine in the Lord's Supper into the very Body
and Blood of Chriff) to forbear quoting that Declara-
%ion of our Saviour, This is my Body. Add to this,
thae fome learned Meo of the prefeat Age, although
* they profefled the Belicf of the Atbanafian Doftriae,
have Ei(fd_y given it up, which they would never have
done, if they bad not been obliged to fubmit to the
7 Force of Evidence. Farther, it is worth obferving, that
¢ this Text was printed in a different Charaller in the
5 fielt Englifd Bibles after the Reformation, in the Time
4
.

of Henry VIIJ, and Edward VI, to fhew that it was
wanting in the original Greet. If the Context be ex-
amined, the Senfe of the Apoftle is much better-with-

out it, according to the following Reading of all the
Ez Greek




(76)
Greek Manufcripts. Verfe 5. Who is he that over-
cometh the World, but he that believeth that 7¢fu s
¢he Son of God ? This is he that came by Water aad
Blood (by Water at his Baptifm, when there cames
Voice from Heaven, faying, This is my beloved Son:
and by Blood, that is, by his Ceath and Refurre&ion)
and it is the Spirit (the Gifts of the Holy Ghoft) that
beareth Witnefs; becaufe the Spirit is Truth. For
there are three that bear Record; the Spirit, the Water,
and the Blood ; and thefe three agree in one (or, a3
fome ancient Writers read the Text, Thefe three are
one, that it, one Teltimony, that Yefus is the Son of
God.) Itis obfervable that the Word God occurs in
this Chapter twenty times, in the greater Number of
which it neceflarily fignifies the Pesfon of the Father,
He being exprefly diftinguithed from the Perfon of the
Son ; and therefore we ought reafonably to underftand
the Word in the fame Senfe in all the reft.

Fude Verfes 20, 21. Praying in the Hly Ghef;
keeping yoarfelves in the Love of God, looking for the
Mercy of our Lord Fefus Chriff unto etersal Life.

Rew. i. g, 10. For the Word of God, and for the
Teftimony of Jefus Chrift, [ was in the Spirit.

T muft now recommend it to your ferious Confiders-
tion, to compare this Colle@ion of Texts with the
Declarations of the Atbanafian Creed. Any fetios
Chriftian would have imagined, that a Creed eoforced
upon Chriftian People with fo much Weight and Av-
thority, and prefled upon their Coniciences under the
Penalty of Damnation, muft have been delivered fo
¢learly in the facted Wiitings, muft have been fo agree-
able to the Declarations of Chri/t and his Apoftles, that
common Chriftians might have readily perceived a0
exa® Agreement between the Word of God and the
Arbarafian Creed. But perhaps it may appear very fur-
prifing to find fo wide Difference between the one 20
the ocher.

By a Review of the foregoing Texts, you may ob:
ferve, that the three Perfons of the bleffed Trinitys
when mentioned together, are fometimes ftyled The

Father, the Son, and che Holy Ghoft; or Thchﬁ'
ther,
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_ther, the Son, and the Spirit. Sometimes they are

fyled God the Father, Fefus Chrift, the Spirit; The
iog God, Cbrift, the Spirit’; God, the Son of God,
the Holy Ghoft; God, the Lord, the Spirit.
- From all which it undeniably appears, beyond a
Poffibility of Contradi&ion (the fame Perfon being
fyled God in fome Texts, who is called Father in
ethers of the fame Nature, God and Father being
wled indifferently to denote the fame Perfon) that God,
scording to the Langoage of the facred Penmen,
does not figaify the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,
bot the Father only, exprefly diftinguithed from the
§00 and Holy Spirit. :

Oo the other Hand, the Arbanafian Creed roundly
declares that the Father is God, the Son is God, and
the Holy Ghoft is God ; and yet they are not three
Gods, but one God : fo that, according to the Do&riae
of Scriptare, the one God is the Father only ; bat ac-
¢ording to the Doctrine of the Arhanafian Creed, the
one God is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft.  You muft,
in this Cafe, either give up the Declarations of Scrip-
twe, or the Arhanafian Creed, they being, when fairly
&gafed together, ablolutely inconfiltent with each
other,

Admitting the Truth of the Athanafian Do&rine,
the Auchor of this fim~us Creed has expreffed himfelf.
more exs@tly and fully, more plainly and clearly, upon
lhc_Poj.nz than the Apollles themfelves, who were en-
toed with the miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoft. They
bive given us a clear and diftin&t Account of one
Godand Father of all, of one Lord or Chrifi, and one
Holy Spirit; but thac thefe three Perfons are one God,

that it is neceffary to Salvation to believe this
Dottrine, here the Apottles are entirely filent, and have
us in the dark. We muft learn this from the Arba-
#afian Creed, wrote by an obfcure Author, who lived
or five hundred Years after their Times, when the
Charch began to be corrupted with the Worfhip of
Saints, Relicks, and other grofs Inventions. But is it
poflible for any ferious Chriltian to imagive, that Chrife
aud his Apoftles thould be entirely filent about an im-

E 3 portant
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portant Dotriae ? Let common Senfe determine your
Judgment upon this Confideration only, and you muft
be convinced, that Chri/? and his Apoitles, whofe im
mediate Office it was to inftru& Mankiad in the Will of
God, could not be fo much wanting in their Duty, & to
negled an effential Part of their Commiffion. Couldtbe
kind Saviour of the World, who fuffered fo much, and
laid down his Life for us j could the Apoftles, who took
fo much paios in the Work of the Miniftry, havelefs
Regard for the Souls of Men, than thofe Perfons who
have formerly maintained, orat this time maintain, the
Athancfian Doltrine as the moft fundamental Point of
Cbrife's Religion? Can you really believe that tholt
who were i.nlgpired by God, had lefs Kuowledge of this
My ftery than Men of later Ages, or that they wanted
Words to exprefls their Thoughts to the beft Advantage!

Could the Author of this Creed deliver the Dotliine of

the Trinity more exafly than Chri/t and his Apottles?
If this had been a fundamental Doétrine of Chriftianity,
it would have been plainly fet forth-and frequentlyin-
culcated, the Writings of the Apoltles being defigned

for the Ufe and Initru@ion of the Ignorant and Un:
dearned, as well as the Wife and Learned. And asthe |

Do&rine of thiee Perfons and one God is not delivercd
in any one Paffage of the New ‘Feltament, you may
reafonably conclude, that it is not a Seripture Dogtrine,
but the lavention of Men, who aimed at being wil¢
above what is written, il 94
And as the Arkancfion Dorine is declared mecellary
to Salvation, and the Difbelievers of this Doétrine are
threatened with no lefs Punifhment than eternal Dao
wvation, I think it expedient to give you a View of that
Faith which is declared in Scripture to be neceflary
to make a Man a Chriftian, that you may compare &t
with the damnatory Claufes of the A/banﬂ/anCrwd.-
If you carefully read over the four Gofpels nad the
A2; of the Apoitles, you may be thoroughly fasified
what was the Point chiefly inlited upon by Chriftand
his Apottles, with regard to Belief. . When our Lord
afked his Difciples, what Notion Men entertined.of
him, they {aid, Some fay thou art Febn the Baptift, lome

Eljas,
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ﬁ‘i’:, and others Feremias, or one of the Prophets. He
unto them, But whem fay ye that [ am ? And
Simon Peter anfwered and faid, Thou art Chriff, the
Son of the living God : upon which Belief, namely,
tat Fefus was che Chrifi, or Son of the living God,
our Saviour faid he would build his Church. Marr. xvi.
16—18. When many of his Difciples had dcferted him,
upon his faying that he was the Bread of Life waich
down from Heaven, he faid to the Apoitler,
Yilyealfo go away? T'hen Simon Peter aniwered
bim, fuying, Tord, to whom fhall we go? Thou hatt
the Words of eternal Life, And we believe, and are
e that thou art the Chrif, the Son of the living
. Jebr vi. 69.
'_&odd be endlefs to go through all the Paffages
in the foar Gofpels, where it is plainly delivered to us,
that our Saviour worked his Miracles to convince his
I% and Followers of this great Truth, that he
Was the Chriff, or Son of God. Chrift, or Soa of God,
are ions thatfignify-the fame thing, as you may
¢ by comparing the Texts together. There
Faflages in Se. Fobn's firlt Epittle, o full to the
Purpofe, that they not only eftablith chis Senfe
all pofible Doubt, but likewife ‘confirm the
tIam now upon. Whofoever fhall confefs that
zlﬁ_i 1sthe Son of God, God dwelleth in him, aud he
God. Chap. iv. 15. And again, Whofoever be-
eveth that Fe/us is the Chriff, is born of God. Chap.
v.1. So that every one who fincerely believes this
aental Truth moft be a Chriftian, fo far as mere
Belief is concerned. 1 M.l produce one remarkable
Palfage from the fame St. Febn, where he profefles ta
tell &, what was his Defign in writing his Gofpel, 7obn
IX. 30, 31. Many other Signs truly did Fe/us in the
4 nee of his Difciples which are not wristen in this
3 but thefe are written, that ye may believe that
JYu is the Ggrift, che Son of God ; and that believing;
Ye might have Lifetbrough his Name. Whereby itis
r" bat the Gofpel was writ on Purpofe to induce
€010 believe that Fe/us of Nazarerh was the Chrif,

E 4 and
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L. . -
and that this was the only Belief required for eternal
Life. o d
. Ifyou read the A& of the Apofiles, you find
that when the Agpofties preached to Fews M'Efﬁ-
lytes, the Point inlifled upon was this, that Fefus was
the Chriff. Thus when Pkilip had converted the Eu-
nuch, to whom he had been direéted by an extraor-
dinaty Call of the Holy Spirit, and they came t0 a cer-
tain Water ; upon the Euruch’s defining to baptized,
Philip faid, if thou believelt with all thine Heart, thoa
mayft. And he anfwered and fsid, I believe that
JFe/us Chrift is the Son of God. A& viii. 37. i

Inftead of quotiog any more Paffages from the 4
of the Apoftles, I fhall refer you, as I did apon a
former Occafion, 10 the Difcourles of the Apoftles that
were dircted to the Fews; from which you may be
thoroughly fatisfied that the grand Article they labour-
ed to eltablith was this, that, Je/us, whom the Feaws
had crucified, was the Cérifi. Let it be cbferved that
this was the only Article required, when they preach-
ed (ogw.v, who already believed one fupieme invi-
fible God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth ; it being
needlefs 1o inculcate 1o them, what they profeffed as
being Fews. 1

But the Cafe was different when they preached to
idolatrous Heathens ; then they begao with preving
to them one true God, that being the graad Founda-
tion on which all Religion muft be built. You may
read an Account of St. Pawl's Manner of {peaking to
the Gentiles, As xiv. 17. So thatit undeniably ap-
pears, that the Apofiles thought it fufficient to require
the Belief of one true God, and one Lord Fefus Cbgz
to entitle them to all the Bleflings of the Gofpel
venant. I will produce one Paffage more relating to
this Point ; and that fhall be the unanfwerable Decla-
ration of St. Paul, Rem. x. g. where he profefles to fet
forth what Faith is neceffary to Salvation. This is
the Word of Faith which we preach, that if thou
fhill confefs with thy Mouth, the Lord Fefus, and
fhalt believe in thine Heart, that God hath raifed bim
from the Dead, thou fhalt be faved. It is to be noted

that
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that the fending of ‘the Holy Ghoft as the Guide and:
Comforter of Chriftians, is implied in the Belief of
God and Cériff ; fo likewife is the Belief of our Sa-
viour’s Refurreétion, Afcenfion ioto Heaven, and his
comiag again to judge the Quick and Dead.

' Thefe are plain Articles that are adapted to all Ca-
pacities, it being the Will'of God that the Ignorant
and Unlearned fhould be faved as well as the Wife and
Learned. Every Perfon of common Senfe may under-
ftand what is meant by one fupreme God, the Maker
of Heaven and Earth ; and every one can readily com-
prehend what is meant, when he is told, that Fefus of
Nazareth, an extraordinary Perfon feat from God,
tavght an excéllent Doctrine; worked Miracles in
Confirmation of it ; and after a painful and fcandalous
Death, God raifed hini from the Dead, and made
him Lord and Clrift, who is likewife appointed by
God at the End of the World to pafs Sentence on all
Mea, according to their Works.

I muft now beg you to compare this plain Account
of the Scripture Faith with the damnatory Claufes of
lhedcban?jan Creed. The facred Writers affure us,.
that whofoever believeth Fe/us to be the Ciriff, or
$mof God ; whofoever confefleth with his Mouth
the Lord Fefus, and fhall believe in his Heart that
God hath raifed him from the Dead, fhall be faved.
The dibanafian Creed fays, No ; wholocver will be
faved, before all Things itis neceffary that he hold the
Catholick Faith, which Faith except every one keep
whole and andefiled, without doubt he fhall perith:
everlatingly. He that will be faved, muft thus think
of the Trinity. This is the Catholick Faith, which.
except a Man believe faithfully, he cannot be faved.
And what is the Catholick Faith that we are obliged
10 believe, under Pain of Damnation?  Why, we
muft believe, if this Creed has any Weight, that three
Gods is one God, that three Lords is one Lord ; and
that our Saviour Cbr?l is a Being-made up of two Per-
fons; thae he is perfe® God and perfet Man, of a
1eafonable Soul and buman Flefh fubbting ;. who, al-
tho’ be be God 2ad Man, yetat the fame time he is

Eg oot
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not two, but ene Chrifl.  Let common. Senfe-deter-
mine your Judgment, and you muft be convinced that
this Creed is an Infult upon the Reafon that God hath
imparted to us ; that it gives the Lie to the awful De-
clarations of Chriff and his Apofiles 5 and that it in-
vades the {opreme Authority of Almighty God, who
alone has a Right to prefcribe upon -what Tesms hi
Creatures fhall be accepted. - Affert your Rights ¢
Men and Chriftians, and bravely reje@ the vain and
wicked Threatnings of an obfcure Writer, who lived
feveral hundred Years afier the Days of the Apofties ;
when the Church, according to the Prophefies of the
New Tellament, began to fall away from the Purity
of the Chriftian Faith and Morals, into amazisg Cot-
suptions both of Doétrine and Pradtice. .
It remains that you bring in the Verdi& accordi
to Evidence. The Queflion to be examined and dif-
cufled was this, Whether the one fupreme God bethe
Father only ; or whether the one fupreme God bea
Compofition of three Perfons, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghoft ? i
As therefore I have proved by phin, dire&, and
pofitive Evidence fiom the Word of God, that God is
one. which indeed is the Voice of Reafop, the Voice
of Nature ; that this one Godismo other Being or Per-
fon than the Father of our Lord Fe/as Cérifi, one fa-
preme Losd and Goverpor ; and as I bave abundandy
proved that Fe/us Chrift is not the fupreme God, but
a Petfon infesior to him ; and that the Holy Spiric.is
3 Perfoa infesiar 10 God and Chriff ; and have given
a direQ Reply to the moft important ObjeQions, of
learned Men upon this Head : and as I have prefent-
¢d 10 your View a Colle&ion of all the Paflages of che
New Teftament, where the Father, -Sor, and Holy
Spirit are ' mentioned together, from whence you may
clearly fee, -that the fame Perfon who is fiiled Father
in fome Paffages, is in cthers of .the fame Nature call-
ed God, exprefly diftinguithed from the Son and Holy
Spirit ; and®Confequently, if there be any Meaning ia
Language, that God doth not fignify Father, Son,and.
Holy Ghefi, but the Father only: and laftly, asl
3 have
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%yc pro | feveral of gpf; i’af{:gzs,ygb_crubg facsed,
riters p deliver ta usthar Faith, which is ne-
ceflary to Salvation, which is no more than chis, that
Jefus is the Cbriff, or Son of God ; I make no doubt
of yoar determining this grand Queflion, according to
the Evidence fairl}"]m\é’ efore you; and ‘that 'you

ﬁ{g upo t,h‘i,s_:% an undoubted Principle, never to
a-mu:f(rtz‘m', that there is one, and one only fu-
‘God, one Tu_%requ: and independent Lord and
overnor, one intel
il e&ion, from whom' all other Beings derive
bei¢ Exiftence, and on whole good Will they conti-
aally depend ; by whofe fupreme Authority the Son
felf ‘was fent forth to bring Men back to his God
Father, and the Holy Spiric employed in the
; ¢ au_d Sandtification of the Church of Chriff.
o this one fopreme and all-perfc&t Being, the God
d Father of our Lord Fefus Chriff, be afcribed all’
e Honour and Glory, by Mea and Angels, for
¢ver and ever.

1 Mall now proceed to propofe to your Examination
gl‘?e other Queftion I ac firft fet forth, in confequence
of this' Doétrine ; namely, What is the true Chtiftian
Worthip as determined - by Chrif and 'his Apoftles
whether we fhould direct our Prayers to the one God

d Patber of all, in the Name of the one Mediator,

fus Cbﬂ'j. for the heavenly Affiftance of the Holy
Ghoft ; and admiuiog the Worfhip of Chriff, whether
we (hould invoke him as Mediator and Redeemer to

e Glory of God the Father ; or whether it is our

Juty, as Cliriltians, to pray to the Father as God, 10
the Son as God, and to the Holy Gholt'as God, and
then to thefe three Perfons as being one God, accordiog
10 the Form preferibed in our Litany.

It may perhaps feem necdlefs to eater upon a nice
Examination of this Queftion, it being plain, by the
Evidence already produced, that, as there is but one
fupreme Lord and God, fo there can be but one fupreme
Obje of seligious Worfhip: and as I have already
proyed that the Son and Hory ‘Spiritare Perfons inferios
10God, and aQ in all Things according to his fupreme

E6
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Will and Pleafure, it may be thought very patural to
conclude, that whatever Honour or Worthip are ap-
pointed to be paid to Cbrif and the Holy Spirit, muft
redound ultimately to the Glory of the {upreme God
and Father of all, from whom all their Title to any re-
ligious Regards muft be derived.

But fince the Honour of the one eternal God and
our religions Praltice are deeply concerned in this
Queftion ; fince the facred Writers always fpeak of
the Worfhip of God as a Point of great Importance,
and threaten all Corrupters of it with the fevereft Pa-
nithment, I think it my Duty to give you all poffible
Satisfaétion in this grand Affair; and therefore I fhall
lay before you a Colletion of all the Paffages in the
New Teftament, relating to Chriftian Wo:lhip. that
you may fee with your own Eyes, and judge with your
own Underftandings, what is the true Chriftian Form
of Worthip as determined by Chriff and his Apoftles ;
from whence we may be enabled clearly to difcern,
how far the Forms of Men, whether impofed upon
you in the public Liturgy, or recommended to your
Fra&tice in Books of Devotion, may be lawfully com-
plied with upon CLr ftiaa Principles.

Mats. iv. 10. It is written (Dext. vi. 13. x. 20.}
Thou thalt worthip 1be Lerd tby Geod, and bim only
thale thou ferve.

Matr. v. 16. And glorify your Father which is in
Heaven. Mayt. vi. 6. Pray to thy Father in fecret.’
Verle 9. Our Father which art in Heaven. Marr.
vii. 11. Shall your Father which is in Heaven give
good Things to them that atk him,

1 refer you to Page 2o, for an Account of thofe
Paflages where our Saviour is reprefented as praying
to his God and Father, and fo it is needlefs to repeat
them here.

Maus, xviii. 19, 20. If two of you fhall agree on
Earth, as touching any thing that they fhall afk, it

be done for them of my Father which is in Hea-
ven.
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v, For where two or three are gathered together
iomy Name, there am [in the Mrdit of them.
luke xi. 13. How much more fhall your beavesly
Father give lio Holy Spirit to them that afk him.
Jebn iv. 23. But the Hour cometh, and now is,
whea the trae Worlhippers thall avor/bip the Father in
Spirit and in Troth : for the Futher fecketh fuch to
xil, 28. Father, glorify thy Name: then came
there 8 Voice from Heaven, faying, I have both glo-
rifed i#, and will glerify it again. '
Jbn xiv. 13, 14. And whatfoever ye fhall afk
amy Name, that will I do, that the Fatber may be
in the Son. If ye fhall atk any thing in my
Name, I will do it.
Jobu xv. 8. Herein is my Fatber glorified, that ye
bear much Fruit ; fo fhall ye be my Difciples.
Verle 16. Whatfoever ye fhall atk of the Fatber in
my Nemr, he may give it you.
Jebs xvi. 23, 24. In that Day ye fhall afk me no-
gul g, Whatfoever ye fhall aft ‘the Fatber in
@l Neme, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye ang
ing in my Name ; afk, and ye fhall recelve; that
your Joy may be full.
Verfes 26, 27. At that Day ye fall afk in my
: and [ fay not unto you, that I will pray the
Fatber for you ; for the Fatber himfelf loveth you.
48; iv. 24. 30. They lift up their Voice to God,
fyiog, Lord thou art God ——grant that Wonders
M‘ done by the Name of thy holy Child Fefus.
om. i. 8. I thank my God, through Fefus Chrift.
. Vele g. God
. bis Sen.
| Rom. wii. 25. 1 thank God, through Fefus Chriff
oar Lord. y
' Rem. xv. 6. Thatye may, with one Mind and one
- Mouth, glorify God, even the Father (or the God
- and Father) of our Fefus Chriff.
4 )/erk 7. As Chrift alfo received us, to 1he Goory of
2.,

Verfe

whom 1 ferve in the Gofpel of
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Verfe 30. 1 befeech you, Brethren, for t,bg Lord
Fefus Chriff's Sake, and for the Love of the Spirit, t
ye frive together with me i your Prayers 49 Ged
for me. . 14
Rom. xvi. 27. To God only wife, be Glory through &
Fefus Chrift for ever, Amen. R

\ Cor. i. 4. I thank my God always on your B _
for the Grace of God, which is given you by
Chrift. A%

Chap. xv. §7. Thanks be to God, which giveth g
the Viétory, (gro’ our Lord Fefus Chrift, vi Lkl

2 Cor. i. 3 Blefled be God, ewen the Father of otr |
Lard Jefus Ci rifl. 3

Verie zo: For all the Promifes of God in him {ia
Chbrift) are yea—=—unto the Glory of God by vs..

2 Cor. i, 14. Thanks be unto God, which always
caufeth us to triumph in Chrift. I

Chap, ix. Verfe 1 3,==—They glori/r', Glod, for your
profefled Subjection unto the Gofpel of Chrift. &

Epbef. i. 3+ Blefled be the God and Father of oar
Lord Fefus Chrift, who hath bleffed us with aﬁfyiﬂfe
tual Bleffings in heavenly Places in Chrif.

Epbef. i. 6, 7. To the Praife of the Glory of bit ¥
.(the Father's) Grace, wherein he hath made us a¢c:
cepted in the Beloved (namely in Cbrifl) in whom we
have Redemption through his Blood, :

Verfe 12, Thatwe fhould be to tbe Praife (namely,
the Fatber's Ghry) who firfk trulted in Coriff. p

Verfes 16, 17.—~ ceafe not to give Thanks for ¥
making mention of you in my Prayers ; that the &_}
of aur Lard Jefus Chrift, the Fatber of Glory, may give
upto you the Spiric of Wifdom. ,

Epb. ii. 16, 18. And that he (namely Chry
might reconcile both unto God— through bim we b
have an Accefls by one Spirit unto the Fatber. 5

Epb, iii. 14, 16. I bow my Kuces unts the Fatbir of
our Lord Jefus Chrifi—that he would grant yous=—

Vesle 21. Unto him be Glory in the Church by
Chrift. Jefus, throughout all Ages, World without
End, Amen, ' -

Bpb.
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1 £pb. V. 19, 20, Singiag in your Heart to the Lors;
iving Thanks always for all Things unto God and the

ber, im the Ngme of cur Lord Jefus Corift.

bslipp. i. 3s 45 6. Libank my Ged, upon every Re-
membrance of you. Always in every Prayer of mine
for you all, making Requelt with Joy. Being confi-
dent of this very thing, that he which hath begun a

d Work in you, will perform it until the Day of

Chrift.

Verfe 11. Filled with the Fruits of Righteoufnefe,
ﬁ';gh are by Chrijt Fafus; unto the Glory and Praife
o God.

Phi/ipp. ii. v1. And that every Tongue fhould confefs
lhtleu Cérift is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father.
ﬁflill_”, il 3. Which worfhip God in the Spirit,

rejoice in Corift Fefus. .

Ch. iv. 6, 7. In every Thing. by Prayer and Sup-
pheation with Thank(giving, let your Requefts be
made koown unto God. And the Peacg of Godae—
fhall your Hearts and Minds through Chrift Fefus.

. Verle 20. Now unto God and our Father be Glory,,

for ever and ever.

G- i. 3. We give Thanks to God and the Fa-
ther (or the éod and Father) of our Lord Fefus Chrifi,
paying always for you.

loff. i. 12. Giving Thanks anto the Father, -

Coloff- iti. 16, 17. In Pfalms, and Hymns, and
piritual Songs, finging with Grace in your Hearts to

e Lord. Aad whatloever ye do in Word or Deed,

all in the Name of the Lord ¥¢fus, giving Thanks
© God and the Father by him.

Col. 1v. 2, 3. Continue in Prayer — with Thankfe
puing— praying alfo for us, that God would open un-,
‘wesa Door of Urtesance, to fpeak the Myftery of

riff.

4 Thef. 1. 12. Grace from God .our Father,
sod the Lord Fefus Chrif, we give Thanks to God
always.

;’Tl:w[; iii. 9, 10, 18. What Thanis can we ren-
der to Ged again for you, for all the Joy wherewith
we joy. for your fakes before our God. Night and
Duy, prayimg exceediogly, that we might {ec I‘yom

ace.




(88)

Face. Now God himfelf and our Father, and gy
Lord Fefus Chrift, dire& our Way unto you,

2 Tbeff. i. 2, 3. ——from God our Father, and
from the Lord Fefus Cérift, weare bound to thankGod
always.

Veyrfes, 11, 12. We pray always for you, that oxr
God would count you worthy—That the Name of our
Lord Fefus Chrift may be glorified in you, and ye in
him, according to the Grace of our Ged, and (of) 15,
Lord Jefus Chriff. '

2 Tbef. ii. 13. We are bound ‘to &ive Thanky a).
ways to God for you, Brethren beloved of the Lord ;
becaufe God hath chofen you, '

1 Tim. i. 17. Now unto rhe King etermal, immortal,
invifible, the only awife God, be Homour and Glery, for
ever and ever, Amen. :

1 Tim. §i. v, 3, 5. That firft of all Supplications,
Prayers, Interceffiens, and &iving of Thanks, be made
for all Men — For this is good and accepeable in the
Sight of God our Samviour — For there is one God, and
one Mediator between God and Man, the Man Chrip

efus,
y/\'crfc 8. I will, therefore, that Men tray every
where, lifiing up holy Hand:,

V Tim. v §. Trufteth in God, and continueth in’
Supplications and Prayers Night and Day.

1 Tim. vi. 14, 15, 16. The appearing of our Lord
Tefus Chrift; which be {(namely, God the Father)

thall thew : who is the blefled and only Potentate,

the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; who only
hath Immortality, dwelling in the Li ht, which no-
Maco can approach unto, whom no an ‘hath feen,
or canfee, % awhim be Hompur and Poqer everdaffing 5
2Tim. 3. 2, 3: Peace from God - the Fatker, and
from Chrift Fefus our Lord. I thank God whom I ferve
from my Fore-fathers with a pure Confcience, thae
without ceafing—in my Prayers Night and Day. .
Philem. 4, . Ithank my God, making mention of
thee always in my Prayers : hearing of thy Love and
Faith, which thou haft towards the Lord Fefus. -
Heb. iv. 14, 16. Secing then that we have & greae
High Pricfl, that is pafled into. the Heavens, Ye/uy sl
Sox
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Smof Ged.—Let us therefore come boldly unto rhe
Tbrone of Grace that we may obtain Mercy.

Heb. vii. 25. Wherefore he is able allo to fave
them to the uttermoft that come vato God by him,
fecing he ever liveth to make Interceflion for them.

Heo. x. 21, 22. Haviog an High Prielt over the
Hoafe of God ; let us draw near with a true Heart, in
fall Affurance of Faith. Chap. xiii. 15. By him,
therefore, let us offer the Sacrifice of Praile 1o God
cootinually.

t Pet. 3. 3. Blefled be the God and Father of our
Lord Fefus Chrift.

Verfes 17, 18, 19. Aad if ye call on the Father---
Forafmuch as ye were--- redeemed---with the precious
Blood of Chrifs. -

Verfe 21. Who &y bim, (namely, Chrift) do be-
lieve in Geod, that raifed him up from the Dead, and
gav; him Glory ; that your Faith and Hope mighs be in
God.

1 Pet. ii. 5. To offer up fpiritual Sacrifices, accep-
table to God through Jefus Chrifl. \

1 Pet. iii. 18. For Chrift allo hath once fuffered for
Sios, chat he might bring us 10 God.

Chap. iv. 11. That God in all Things may be
glorified through 7efus Chrifl.

Chap. v. 10, 1 1. The Gof of Grace who hath call-
ed us unto his eternal Glory by Chrif Fefus~--~
firengthen, fettle you ; t0 bim be Glory and Dominion
Jor ever and ever.

3 Fobm iii. 21, 22, 23. Then we have Confidence
towards God ; and whatfoever we afk, we rcceive of
him, becaufe we keep his Commandments ; and this
is his Commandment, that we fhould believe oa the
Name of bis Son Fefus Chrift.

1 Fobn v. 14. Aad this is the Confidence that we
have in him ; that if we g any Thing according to
his Will, he beareth us.

Fude 20. Praying in the Holy Ghoft.

Verfe 25. To the only wife God our Saviour, be
Glory and Majely, Dominion, and Power, both now

and ever, Amecua,
Rew.



(90)

Rew. iv. 8. Holy, holy, holy Lord God, which
was, and is, and is to come,

Verfe 9, 10, 11. And when thofe Beafts give
Glory, and Honcnr, and Thanks to bim avbo fat on the
Throne, awto liveth for ever and ever ; the four and
twenty Elders fall doavn before bim that fat om the
Throme, and worfbip bim that liveth for ever and ever,
and caft their Crowns before the Throne, fayiog,
Tbsu art werthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, ond Henour,
and Power ; for thou haft created all Things, and for
thy Pleafure they are and were created.

Rev. v. 14. And the four and twenty Elders fell
down, and avorfbisped Lim that liveth for ever and
#ver.

Chap. vii. 11, 12. Fell before the Throne on their
Faces, and worfhipped God, faying, Amen, Blefing,
and Glory, awnd Wifdom, and Thank/giving, and Honour,
and Pewvcer, and Might, be unto cur God, for ever and
ever, Amen. ;

Chap. xi. 16, 17. ---- fell upon their Faces, and
aworfbipped Ged, faying, We give thee Thanks, O Lord
Gd Almighty, which art, and waft, and art to come, *

Chap. xiv. 6, 9. The everlafting Gofpel,--- fiying
with a loud Voice, Fear God, and give Glory to
him,. and ewvor/bip bim that made Heawen and Earté,
and the S¢a, and the Fountains of Water.

Chap. xv. 3, 4. And they fing the Song of Mofes
the Servant of God, and the Song of the Lamb, fay-
ing. Great and marvellous are thy Works, Lord God

Almighty ; juft and true are thy Ways, thou King of.

Saints.  Who fhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glerifs
thy Name? for thouonly art boly; for all Nations ﬂlzﬁ
come and awor/bip before thee.

Chap. xix. 1. Salvation, and Glory, and Homour,
and Power unto rbe Lord our God. *

Vetles 4, g, 5. ---- fell down and avarfbipped Ged
that fat on the Throne ---- Praife our God, all yc his
Servaats, and ye that fear him, both fmall and great
----Allelujah [ for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth,
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give Hononr 10 bim ;
for the Marriage of the Lamb is come.

Verfe
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Verle: 10. Worthip God : for the Teftimony of
Jefas is the Spirit of Prophecy (or, the Spiric of Pro-
phecy is the Tellimony of Fe/as.)

Chap. xxii. 3. The Throoe of God, and of the
Lamb, fhall be 1a it, and his Servants thall ferve him,
(il worthip him.)

Verfe g. See thondo it not«---avor/bip God.

Haviog thus Eiven you a View of all the Paffages
relating to the fupreme Honour and Worlhip of the
oce God and Father of all ; it is fasther 1o be confi-
dered what we find, expiefly revealed concerning
Chrift and the Holy Spiric, with. regard to this im-
periant Poine,

Maz. xxviii. 19. Baptizing them in the Name—of
tbe Sox.. See before, p. 70.

Luke xxiv. sv, 52. He was---.carried up into Hea-
ven ;3° and they woripped him.

Fobnv. 22, 23. For the Father judgeth no Man,
buc hath, commitied all Fudgment anio tbe Son.  That
all Mea thould Lonour tbe Son, even as they honour the
Fatber.. He that honoureth not. the Son, honouteth
pot the Father which fint bim.

A8s i. 24. Thov, Lord, which knoweft the Hearts
of all Men, fhew whether of thefe two thou haft cho-
fen. Itis to be obferved, that it is doubtful whether
thefe Words are dire@ed to Chrifi, or to God the Fa-
ther. See below, p. g6.

485 ir. 21. Whofoever fhall eall on the Name
of tbe Lord, thall be faved. To call on the Name
of Chrift being a Pbrale ufed in Variety of Senfes,
it may not be improper to fet dowa the feveral Paf-
fages where they occur, that they may be compared
together. - ;

A&s ix. 14, 21. To bind all that call on thy Name
———deflroyed them, which called on this Name in Fe-
rafalent.
oA xe. 17. Allthe Gentiles, wpon avhom my Name
is called. 3

A5 xxii. 6. Be baptized, and walh away thy
Sins, calling on the Name of the Lord.

Rom,
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Rem. x. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Whofoever' believeth
on him fhall not be athamed -.... For the fame Loxd
over all, is rich unto all that cal) “pon bim ; for who-
foever thall cay) upon the Nasme of the Lord thall be fay.
¢d.  How then fhall they call on bim, on whom' they
have not believed.

om. xv. 26. Not where Chrift was mamed,
3 Cor, i, 2. Called to be Saints, wich af] that in eve.

2 7im.ii. 19. Let crery one that namerh the Name of
Chrift, depart from Taiquity.

2 Tim. ii. 22. Follow Righteoufnefs with them that
call om the Lord out ' of a‘ pure Heare,

Fam. ii. 9. That worthy Name, by the avbich g
are called.

A48: xix. 13. To call over them which had evil
Spirits, the Name of the Lord ¥ efus.

A8+ i, 6. It the Name of Fefus Chrip o/ Naza-
reth, rife up and walk.

¢b. xiii. 15. By him === letsus offer the Sacri.

fice of Praife to God ... giving Thanks to his Name

(or, in his Name, or making public Profeflion-of oyy

Faith in his Name.)

44 vii, gg. Calling upon (invoking, “the Word
God is not in the Greet) and faying, Lord Tefus, re-
ceive my Spirit, :

om. i. 7. Grace to you, and Peace from .... the
Lord Feus Chrift., ; e

Rom. ix. 1. ] fay the Truth in Chrif, 1 lie ‘notc.

Chap. xvi, 20, 72, Grace of our Lord ?’tﬁu:Cbri:ﬁ
be with you, Amen, s

Ver. 24. The Grace S our Lord Fefus be with you
all, Amen.

1Cor. i. 3. Graes be unto you, and. Pegee from,
~——tbe Lord Fefus Chrif.

Chap. x. g. Neither Jet Us tempt Chrift, as fome of
them aifo tempted.

1 Cor. xvi. 23, The Grace of our Lord Fefus CI‘»—;’/}
be with you. -

2 Cor. i. 2. Grace be to you, and Pma-——frun‘
the Lord Yefis Chrip, g
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2 Cor. xii. 8.-Por this Thing I befought the Lord
thrice, that it might depart from me. It is doubtful
‘whether this be meant of Chrift, or God the Father;
bae, from the following Verfes, it feems rather to be
underflood in this I”{‘ace of Chrift.

2 Cor. xiii. 14. The Grace of the Lord Fefus Chri
be with you all, Ameo. W 7t @

Galat. i. 3. Gracebe to you, and Prace from ———
exr Lord Jefus Chriff.

Chapter vi. 18. Tbe Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift
b: with your Spirit, Amen.

Epb. 1. 2. Gracebe 10 you, and Peace from the
Lerd Fefas Chrifl.

Ch. vi. 23. Peace be to the Brethren, and Lows
with Faith from the Lord Fefus Chrift.

Pbiligp. i. 2. Grace be unto you, and Peace from
w——the Lord Fefus Chrift.

Chap. ii. 10, 11. That at the Name of Fefus every
Knee fbould bow, of Things in Heaven, and Things
in Earth, and Things under the Earth. And that
every Tongue (hould coofefls, that 7¢/us Chrifftis Lord,
to the Glory of God the Father.

» Verfe 19. I tralt in the Lord Jefus, to fend Time-
thens. .

Verfe 24. 1 troft jn the Lord, that Ialfo myfelf.

Chap. iv. 23. The Gract of our Lord Jefds Chrifibe
with you all, Amen.

Col. i. 2. Grace be unto you, end Peace from —
the Lard Jefus Chrifl.

Chap. 1i. 18, 19.—~———avor/bipping of Angels —mm
and not holding tbe Head, from which afl the Body,

1 Theff. i. 1. Grace be unto you, and Peace from
w-o= the Lord Fefus Chrift.

Chap. iii. v1. Our Lord Jefus Chrifl dire&t our Way
anto you.

Vesfe 12. Aod be Lord make jou to increafe and
abound in Love.

Chap. v. 37. I adjure you by rhe Lord. It is
doubtful whether this be meaat of Chriff or God the

Father.
1 T
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t Thef. v. 28. The Grace of our Lord JFefus Chyift
be with you, Amen.

2 Thefl. i. 2. Grace unto you, and Peace from
the Lord Fefus Cbriff.

Chap. iis. 16, 17. Our Lord Jefus Cbriff ---- com-
fort your Hearts, and ftablith you in every good Word
and Work. pio!

Chap. iii. 5. The Lord direct your Hearts into the
Love of God, and into the patient waiting for
Chrifi.

Vesfe 18. The Grace of our Lord Fefus Chriff be
with you all, Amen. '

v Tim.i. 2. Grace, Mercy, and Peace fram ---- Fefus
Chrift our Lord,

Verfe 12. And I thank Cbrif Jefus oor Lord, who
hath enabled me.

1 Tim. ii. 7. I (peak the Truth in Chbriff, and lie
not.

z Tim. i. 2. Grace, Mercy, and Peace from -----
F¢fus Chrift our Lord.

2 Tim. tv. 17, 18. The Lord ftood with me, and
firengthened me ------ and rbe Lord fhall deliver
me from every evil Work, and will preferve me unto
his heavenly Kingdom : 10 awhom be Glory for ever
and ever. It is i%mcthihg doubtful, whether this be
meant of Chrift, or God the Father.

Chap. iv. 22. The Lord Jefus Chrift be with tby
Spirit. ' '

Tit. i. 4. Grace, Mercy, and Peace. from .---the
Lord Fefus Chrift. .

Pbilem. 3. Grace to you, and Peace from --- the Lord
Fefus Chrift.

Verle 25. The Grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift be
with your Spirit, Amen.

Heb. i. 6. When he bringeth in the Firft-begotten
into the World, he faich; and /et all the dngels of God
worfbip bim. ’

1 Pet. 1. 3, 4. The Lord is gracious : 1o wbom com-
ing as anto a living Stone thofen of God, and
precious, .

2 Pet.
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2 Pet. iii. t9. Tn the Knowledge of oxr Lord and
Saviour Fefus Chrift ; to whom be Glory both now
ind for ever.

2 Fobn 3. Grace be with you, and Peace — from
Fefus Cérift the Son of the Father.

Rew. i. 4, 5. Grace be unto you, and Peace —
from F.fus Chrift, who is the faithful Witnefs.

Vetles g, 6. Uato bim that loved.us, and wathed
us from our Sins io his own Blood ; and hath made us
Kings and Priefts unto God and his Father (orunto his
God and Father) 10 wbom be Glory and Domision for
ever and ever.

Chap. v. 8, 9, 10. —-e--- fell down before the
Lamb, haviog evety one of them Harps and golden
Vials full of Odours, which are the Prayers of Saiats.
And they fung anew Song, faying, Thou art worth
--==for theu avafl fain, and baft redeemed us to God é
thy Blood ---- and haft made us unto our God Kings and
Priefts 3 and we fhall reign on the Earth.

Rev. v. 12, 13. Saying with a Joud Voice, worthy
is the Lamb that was flain, to seceive Power, and
Riches, and Wifdom, and Strength, and Honour, and
Glory, and Blefling. Andevery Creatare which is in
Heaven, and on the Earth, and under the Earth, and
fuch as are in the Sea, and all that are in them, heard
I faying, Blefing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power
be onto him that fitteth upon the Throne, and unto
the Lamb, for ever and ever.

Rew. vii. 10. Salvation to our Gnd which fitteth
apon the Throne, and unto the Lanb.

Chap. xxii. 20. Even fo, come, Lord Fefus.

Verfe 21. The Grace of our Lord Fe/us Cobriff
be with you all, Amen.

Of the Honour due to the Holy Ghoft.

Matet, xxviii. 19. Baptizing them in the Name of the
Holy Ghofi. Seep. 71.

Afs v.g. Howis it, that ye have agreed together
to tempt the Spirit of the Lord.

Azs vii. s1. Ye do always refit the Holy Ghoft.

Rom. ix. 1. My Confcience allo bearing me witnefs
in the Holy Ghoft, Ch.
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Ch. xv. 30. 1 befeech, you Brethren, for the Lot of
the Spirit.

2 Cor, xiii. 14. The Communion of the Holy Ghoft bs
awith you all, Amen.

Ephef.iv. 30. And grieve aot the Holy Spirit of God.

1 Theffv. 19.  Quench not the Spirit.

Heb.x.2q.And bath done Defpite unio the Spirit of Grace,

Fude 20. Praying in the Holy Ghoft.

My dear Chriftian Readers, I maft earneflly recom-
mend to your ferious Confideration this Colle&ion of
Paffages relating to religious Worthip, it being of very
great Importance that all Chriftians fhould pradtife,
with regard to this grand Point, according to the
Rules of Chrift and his Apoftles, and not venture be-
yond what is plainly determined by them, lelt they fall
into fome faulty Will-worfhip, or even into Idolatry it-
felf. And,in order to aflit your Thoughts upon this
Colle&ion of Paflages, I will firft make fuch Obfervations
as [ think naturally follow from them ; and then I will
conlider the celebrated Argument of learned Men,
drawn from this Article of Worthip, with a diftint Re-
ply to it, formed upon thefe Texts of Scripture; and
fhall refer the whole to your Judgment.

If you carefully attend to the Paflages produced con-
cerning the Honcur and Worfhip due to the one God
and Father of all, you will find that all Prayers and
Praifes ought either to be dire€ted to bim, or to his
Gilory, as being the original Author of all Good, and
the fupreme Lord and Governor of all Creatures.
Our Lord’s Example and exprefs Commands, the Di-
rections and Practice of the Apoflles relating to thbis
Point of Worlhip, plainly and powerfully declare that
God the Father is the molt proper, conftant, and only
fupreme Obje&t of our Addrefles in religious Worthip.

Again, from a careful Review of the fame Texts,
you may obferve the peculiar Difference between the
Worthip of the Old and New Tetament, The Feans
were exprdly commanded, vpon Pain of God's Dif-
})lcafure, to worthip one fupreme God, and him only.

n the New Teftament, which may be confidered as a
Covenant between God and all Mankind, Chriftians
are
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are commanded to worfhip the fame one fupreme God,
to whom the peculiar Title of Father is often given, ia
the Name and through the Mediation of Fefus Chriff.
See the fame Texts. This is fo extremely evident to
Chriftians of all Denominations, that no poffible Doube
can be made of this Worthip. Even the Idolatrous
Papilts, amidft all their Corruptions and Inventions, fill
retain the Worthip of God the Father in the Name of
Chrift - and I need not tell you, that our Common
Prayer Book generally runs in this Strain. There never
was a Chriftian Congregation that did not allow this
Gofpel Worthip. So that you may fecurely fix upon
this religious Pra&ice as a fandamental Rule, never to
ke departed from ; that it is the Duty of all Chriftians
to worthip the one God and Father of all, in the Name
of Fefus Corife.

But farther, you may obferve, by carefully attending
to the Texts of the New Teftament, concerning the
Honour and Worthip due to Chrift, that inferior reli-

ious Worfhip was paid to Chrift by the firft Chriftians.
here are fome few Inflances of Addsefles made direflly
to him : particularly 44si. 24. Thou, Lord, who
kooweft the Hearts of all Men, thew whether of thefe
two thou haft chofen : If this fhort Prayer be dire&ted.
to Chrift, of which we are not abfolutely certain, there
being nothing peculiar in the Words or Context, to
determine politively, whether Chrift or God the Father
be meant. Indeed, God the Father is often de-
feribed by the Chara&er of knowing the Hearts of
all Men ; which makes it probable that God the Fa-
ther is meant in this particular Paflage. Again, it
feems likely, that this religious Aflembly fhould offer
up this Prayer to the fupreme Father, io Conformity
to our Saviour's exprefs Command and Example, and
their own Pradtice in Chrift’s Life-time. But, on the
other Side, it may be faid, that Chriff has likewile the |
Chara&eér of fearching the Reins and Hearts, which is
confiftent with the Acknowledgment of God alone
knowing the Hearts of all Men," if the exprels Words
of our Saviour after this Declaraticn be confidered,
Even as I received my Father. Revel.ii. 23—37. See
F abeve
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above, p 4b. Again, the Subjeét of this Petition feems
to make it not unlikely that the Apoliles fhould offer
it up to our Saviour, as it was his Office to appoint
an Apofile to fucceed Fudas. If this fhore Prayer was
direCted to Chrift, it is an Example of Worthip paid to
him, with regard to an Office in which he was parti-
cularly concerned.

St. Stepben, the fisft Martyr, is reprefented as invok-
ing Cbhrif? at the Article of Death. 4&swvii. gg. And
they fioned Stephen, invoking and faying (for fo the
Words ought to be rendered according to the Greet)
Lord Jefus receive my Spirit. St. Stepben, as it appears
by the foregoing Verfes, had that extraordinary Favour
fhewn him, that he faw the Heavens opened, and Fe/us
flanding ac the Right Hand of God, upon which he
invoked him in this fhore Petition. Here we have an
undoubted Inftance of Worthip paid direétly to Chrifi
bot from the Circamftances attending it, it plainly ap-
pears that he was worthipped, not as God fupreme,
but as Mediator or Interceffor, he being reprefented
upon that particular Occafion as Son of Man, flanding
ot the Right Hand of God.

1. Tim. i. 12.- And [ thank Chriff Fefus our Lord,
who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful,

utting me into the Miniflry. Some learned Perfons
¢ thought it doubcful, whether the true Reading,
according to fome old Manufcripts, be not, 1 (han%:
him who hath enzbled me in Chriff Fefus our Lord,
which is indeed more agreeable to St. Pawl’s manner
in other Paflages ; but admitting the Truch of the pre-
fent Reading, icis an Inttance of St. Paul’s making
an Acknowledgment to Chriff far the Office of an
Apoftle, which he received immediately from him, as
appears by the Accounts delivered of hisConverfion
io the 42; of the Apofiles, and by feveral Paflages in
his Epiftles.

Rew. xxii. z0. Even (o, come, Lord Frfas. Our Sa-
viour, in tiie Words jult going before, had declared
his Intention of coming quickly. He which teflifierth
thefe Things, faith, furely 1 come quickly, Amen.
Upon which St. Fobn invokes him in this fhort Petition,

Ewen fo, come Lord Fefus.
Rev.
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+Rev. v. 8,9, 10, 11, 12, The four Beafts and four
and twenty Elders fell down before the Lamb, having
every one of them Harpsand golden Vials full of Odours,
which are the Prayers of the Saints; and they fung a
new Song, faying, Thou art averthy to take the Book
and to open the Seals thereof ; for thou wafl flain, and
baft redeemed us to God by thy Blood——and haft made
us anto owr God Kings and Priefts—~And I beheld, and
1 heard the Voice of many Angels round about the
Throne, and the Beafts and the Elders, and the Nom-
ber of them was ten thoufand times ten thoufand, and
thoufands of thoufands; faying with a loud Voice,
Worthy is the Lamb that was flain to receive Power,
and Riches, and Wifdom, and Strength, and Homoxr,
Glary and Bleffing.

In. the atter Part of the foregeing Chap. the Wor.
thip of the Lord God Almighty is reprefented in a very
folemn and majettic manner; and in this Chapter we
have an Account of a new Worthip eftablithed by the
exprefs Authority of Almighty God; and the Reafon
is particularly fet forth upon which it is founded : [ muft
beg you to attend carefully to this Account, and you
may obferve that our Saviour is defcribed under the
Charadler of a Lamb ; and that the Ground of the
Worthip here paid to the Lamb, is not his being equal
to God, not his being one God with the Father, not.
becanfe he was employed by God as an inferior Infteu-
ment in the Creation of the World ; the Lamb, I fay,
is not worfhipped: upon.any of thefe Reafcn , but ex-
prefly becaufe be was fain, and redeemed us to God by
bis Blood. Here it is declared, that the Worfhip paid to
Chrift is an inferior Worthip ; for furely a Worfhip
exprefly founded upon having redeemed ws to God by
bis Blood, and being fluin, cannot poflibly be of fo high
a Nature as the Worfhip offered up to the fupreme Lord
of all rational Beings, by whofe Authority the Son him-
felf was fent to take our Nature upon him ; in Obe-
dience to whofe Commands he underwent the Miferies
of this mostal Life ; was at laft put to a painful and
fcandalous Death 3 and by thofe Favour he was ex-
alted. to fo great Dignity and Honour, as to receive
Homage from the gaims in Heaven and in Earch, up-

¥ on
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on Account of his extraordinary Merits. The Wor-
thip, therefore, paid 10 Chriff, 1, properly fpeaking,
part of the W osfhip of the one fupreme God and Fa-
ther of all, entirely derived from his Commands, and
redounding to his ultimate Glory.

¢ It is_obfervable, thac ‘after the Acknowledgments
to the Lamb are fet forth, the four and twenty Elders
are reprefented, Verfe 14. as falling down and awor-
JSbipping bim that liveth for ever and eer ; that'is; the
fupreme God and Father of all, who, in 'the forego-
ing Chapter, is twice defcribed by this very Charaller
ofgliving for ever and ever. -

There are Paflages which imply dire& calling upon
his Name as Mediator and Redeemer, Of ¢his kind
are Ads xxii. 16. Be baptized, and wafh away thy
Sins, calling on the Name of the Lord. 1 Cor.i. 2.
called to be Saints, with all that in every Place call
upon the Name of J ¢fus Chrift our: Lord,

The Salutations at the Beginning of moft of the
Epiftles, fuch as: Grace and Peace from the! Lord
Felus Chrift,: do nat feem 1o be Prayers, but {olemn
Wifhes. That they are not Prayers, ‘appears extreme-
ly probable, -from RBew. i. 4. Grace be unto you, and
Peace from him which is, and which was, and which
is to come § and from. the feven Spirits wbich are bes
Sare bisThrone ; who are very juftly thought to be.che
feven Angels mentioned. Chap. viii. 2.. - But no Chri-
ftian canallow that Angels have any Title from Scrip-
ture to rcligious Invocation. ~ As, therefore, this Sa-
Jutation io the Rewelations is a pious With of Help
and Favour from God, Chrift, and the angelic Spirits
{whom God aed Chri/t employ in various Offices for
the Bencht of the Church) fo the Salutations in the
Beginning of moft of the Epiftles are mott. probably
pious Wifhes of Grace and Favour from God and
Chrifr. And remarkable it is, that whereas thro' the
Book of Rewelations folemn Worthip is chiefly paid ‘to
Almighty God, who is reprefented as fitting upon the
Throne, very often by falling down and worfhipping
him only ; and {omegimes +lonour, Blefling, and Glory
are afcribed to the Lamb, together with God : there

= 18-
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is no Inftance of any forg of Worthip paid to. the fe-
vea Spinits, though exprefly faid to be prefent at the
fame ume. :

" Lafily, there are Inftances of Glory direétly given
to Fefus Chrifl. 2 Pes, iii. 18. Our Lord and Savi-
our Fefies Chriffi : to him be Glory, both now and for
ever. Rev. i. 5, 6. Unto bim that loved us, and
walhed as from our Sins in. his own Blood, and hath
made us Kings and Priefts unto God and his Father ; ¢
bim be Glory and Dominion for ever and ever.  Rew, v
13.Blefling, aod Hosour,and Glory, and Power be unto
him that ficteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb
for ever and ever. Chap. vii. 10, Salvation to our
God which ficceth  upon, the Throne, and unto the
Lamb.

All the rett of the Inftances of Glory being, given
in Seriptare, aré either dire&ted to the Perfon of the
Fadilﬁr_o’nly, or to the Father through Chrift.

. With regard to the Honour which Chriftians are re-
quired to pay to the Holy Spirit; by comparing the
T you may obferve, that we are dire&ed,. either
by %cp_t or by Example, to baptize in his Name,
to with Bleifing from_him ; (o ackoowledge him as
Witaefs ia folemn Afficmations ; to take heed no: w0
xehit him ; nor o do Delpite to him ; not 10 tempt
him ; not (o grieve him.  Sece above; p. 93. But
as for putting up Prayers and afcribing Glory direétly
to the Perfon of the Holy Ghott, we have no Warrant
from Scripture either by Precept or Example. The
Holy Spirit is never reprefented as fitting, upon_a
Throne, or execifing any regal Authoricy, buc {eems
o a&t as the chief or principal of the muniftring Spi-
rits, for the Salvation of Men, under the Government
- of God acd Cérift.

When learned Men are preffed upon this Point, they
can produce but three Paffages in the New Teila-
ment, from whence they can, form the leail phauiible
G rounds for the offering up Prayers to the H‘:)ly Spi-
ric. The firlt is Marh. xxviii. 19. Go ye, and teach
all Nations ---- baptizing them into the Name--- of the
Holy Ghyff. But this I have confidered already ;

e fee
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fee, p. 70. Only I would jaft refer it to your com.
mon Senfe, whether being baptized into the Name of
the Holy Gholt, or into his Guidance and Direttion,
be of the fame Import with addreffing ourfclves to him
#0 Prayers or Praife.  The plain Reajon why the Holy
Spirit is joined with God and Chriff in the Form of
Baptifm, evidently appears from the whole Scheme
of the Gofpel Difpenfation, becaufe he is the chief
Infirument whereby they govern and fan&ify the
Church.

2, 2 Cor. xiii. »4. The Grace of our Lord Fefis
Chriff, and the Love of God, and the Communion of
the Holy Ghoft, be with you. Thisis 2 folemn Wifh
of St. Paul, that the Favour of Chriff, the Love of
God, and the Communion of tbe Haly Ghoft, or the
joint-partaking of the Holy Spirit, might beand con-
tinue with the Corintbians. There is certainly a wide
Difference between a With that the Corintbians might
continue Partakers of the Holy Spirit, and invoking
the Holy Spirit in Prayer. 1f this had beena Prayer
to the Holy Spirit, St. Pav/ would have exprefled
fomething proper to be given to the Corimbians by
the Holy Spirit.  Bat the Communion of the Holy
Spirit neceflarily fignifies, according to the Ufe of the
Greeck Word in other Paflages, their being joint Par-
takers of the Holy Spirit himfelf, or the Holy Spiric
being given to them. St. Pav/mentions the Communion
of the Holy Ghoit in this Pafluge, to fhew after what
Manner hejearneftly withed, that God and Cérif would
teftify their Love and Favour to the Corinthians, by
imparting to them the Holy Ghoft: fo that this In-
flance is fo far from being a Prayer to the Holy Spi-
rit, that the Words, when rightly underftood, are ab-
folutely inconfitent with the Notion of praying to
him, exaétly agreeable to the whole Tenor of the
New Teftament, wherein he is reprefented as given,
fent, and employed by God and C€érif, as the chief
Agent or Minifter of the Chriftian Church, without
exercifing any regal Authority.

3. The next Inftance fometimes produced to prove
the religious Worthip of the Holy Ghott, is Rom. ix.

z.
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t. I fay the Truth in Cirif, 1 lie not, my Confcience
alfo bearing me Witoefs ix the Holy Spirit. St. Paul
is fuppoled to appeal by an Oath to the Holy Ghott,
and an Ouath bas always been elteemed an A& of re-
ligious Worthip.

In anfwer to this let it be obferved, that if the Form
of the Expreflion be compared with other Texts of
the fame Nature, it will appear, that this is not a
dire& Appeal to the Holy Spirit. The natural Inter-

retatiom of the Words feems to be this ; I fpeak the

rath as a Chriftian, and herein I have the Teltimo-
ny of my own Confcience enlightened by the Holy
Spirit ; what is tranflated in the Holy Gboffi, may as
properly be rendered by or through the Holy Ghoft.
Not to multiply Texts which undeniably prove this
Interpretation, it is ufed twice in the fame Verfe. 1
€or. xii. 3. No Maa fpeaking by the Spirit of God,
calleth Fefus accurfed ; and no Man can |J:y that Fe/ur
is the Lord, but 4y the Holy Gholt. The Word'in
the Greck is in. St. Paul upoa this folemn Occafion
appeals to his own Confcience ; and as he knew he
. was infpired by the Spirit of God, and could prove
the T'ruth of his Pretenfions by fenfible Effelts, it
muft add great Weight to what he was going to de-
Jiver, concerning his Regard for the Fewid People.
If it be farther maintained, that though there be no
dire@® Appeal to the Holy Spirit, yet the Words ne-
ceflurily imply an Acknowledginent of the Holy Spi-
rit being Witnefs of his Sincerity : I anfwer, that this
18 no Argument of his Title to religious Worlhip by
Prayer ; as we have an Initance of ihe fame St. Puul
delivering a folemn Charge, or bearing Witnefs before
God, the Lord Fefus Chrift, and the eleCt Angels.

It malt now be refesred to your Judgmeanr, whe-
ther there be any Warrant from the New Teftiment
to addrefs ourfelves' to the Holy Spirit .in Prayer, as
no clear Inftance of it can be found either by Precept
or Example. As to aoy Doxology, or the afcribing
of Glory to the Perfon of the Holy Spirit, learned
Men do not pretend 1o affirm that any fuch can be
fouand ia Scripture.

F 4 With
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With refpect to the religious Praice of offering
up Prayers aad Praifes, or the afcribing of Glory, to
‘Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, as beirg one God, it
is a notorious Matter of Fa&, not to be overthrown *
by all the fubtle Inventions of learned Men through
the whole Chriftian World, that God Almighty hath
not appointed himfelf to be woifhipped under this
Charaéler by Precept or Example, in any one Inftance
im his holy Word ®. &

s

* 1 take this Opportunity to make my fincere Acknowledg-
nients to the worthy and candid Author of, Tbe fericus and dif-
palfionate Enguiry relating to fome Parts of our cftablifped Worfbip,
occafioned by the Appeal. He has granted all that T could
poflibly expeét from a Clergyman of the Church of Esglard,
With refpect to. the Holy Spirit, he makes this honeft and
Chriftian Declaration : I bave carefully examined, and cannct dee
ny the Truth of this Affertion, wiz. That we have neither Pre.
cept or Example in the New Teftament to warrant the ad-
dreffing ourfelves to him by Prayer or Praife. And I fird that
many Perfons far more knowing than my[elf,bave readily acknowledged
this Truth,  Again, with regard to the Worfhip of Three
Perfons and one God, he allows, Tbis alfo may be true : at leaft,
Sfor nty owon Part, I canmot prefume to affirm the contrary, wot knowo-
ing at prefent, of eitber Presedent or Precept tbat 1 can alledge as a
Sufficient Evidence in Difproof of the Affertion. Sce pag, 3.

How eafily might all religious Controverfies be adjufted, if
the contending Parties would fpeak their Minds with Candor
and Simplicity. 1am fo far from having the leaft Inclination
to triumph in an infulting Strain, upon the Account of thefe
important Conceflions, (which according to my humble Opi-
nion, abfolutely demolifli the Atbanafian Scheme) that I hear-
tily compaffionate the Cafe of this and many other ‘worthy
Clergymen, who think themfelves tied down by former En-
gagements to continue the Ufe of Forms they can hardly re-
concile to the Diatcs of Confcience, 1 would recommend
to this Chriftian Brother (for I do not chufe to call him an
Adverfary, tho' 1differ from him in fome few Particulars)
the Principles advanced in his own Treatife, in regard to the
Omiffion of the Aibanafian Creed. The fame Reafons, which
juftify a Clergyman in difcontinuing the Ufe of the Atbanafian
Creed, hold as ftrongly for the laying afide the Arbanafian W or-
fhip : All Forms that break in upon Scripture Worfhip, are

null
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.As I have fairly: laid before yoa all the Pafiges

Qf the New Teftament, wherein we have any Account
of

null and void by the exprefs Principles of the Church itfelf;
it is built upon the Foundation of that glorious Right of Pro~
teftants ‘and Chriftians to lay afide, and peoteft aganit, all
corrupt Pradtices in religious Matrers's' And confequently, if
a Clergyman fhould, upon a more: impartial Examination of
Scriptare, be deeply conviliced, that the ‘Arbansfan Worthip
has no Foundation there ; (which Convi&tion F fuppofe he
had not, when he laid himfelf under Engagements to the
Charch) let him in a ferious and folemn Maoner, . omit the
third and fourth Petitions in the Litany, and all thofe Paf-
fages which fet forth or imply a coequal Trinity ; and let
him explain to the Congregation the Reafons of the Omiffion,
and his Chriftian Refolution to adhere to Scripture  Faith’ and
Worthip, notwithftanding the Hardiiips 'he mtight be-“Rable
to upon that Account: In this Cafe, 8'do" not thinkihim
obliged to reign his Minifterial Office, provided bhe beweady
to pay a willing Obedience to his Soperiors. in all lawful In-
flances, and ftri&ly conforms to Rites and Ceremonies of an
indifferent Nature, in the Appointment of which the Autho-
rity of the Church confifts, and confequently the Obedience
pfoﬁicuung Minifters in fuch Cafes becomes a Duty. 1 take
it for granted that fuch a Clergyman will put the moft fa-
vourable Conftru&ion upon Words and Expreffions of an
ambiguous Nature, and will not raife neediefs Scruples.
fthort, that he will cheerfully conform to the'Rules and Or-
ders of the Church, fo far as her Authority really extends.
1 cannot help judging, that fuch a Clergyman anfwers the
Defign of Minifterial Conformity, as he omits no Parts of the
Lit@irgy, but fuch as the Church had no Right to impofe,
.and which, indeed, fhe never would, have impofed, if our
Sfirft Reformers had feen all the Light of the prefent Age.,
Some perhaps may be inclined to judge that this Swate of
the Cafe is too ftrick and fevere,as iticups off all Hopes of fu-
ture Preferment, and expofes a Clergymanto the Hazard of
being deéprived of all his Sybfiltence.  As to this, my, Argu~
sment proceeds wpon the Truth of the Golpel, which has made
je. the expre(s Duty of all Chriftians, and more particularly
of Minifters; to take up the Crofs of Chriff, when the Caufe
-of GoD requires it at their Hands. -
psiws dF: 55 a
Others
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of religious Worfhip ; it is fubmitted to your common
Reafon, whether the Worfhip: of three Perfons' and
one God be not exprefly contrary to the folemn Detes-
mination of Cbrif! and his Apoftles :"it being declared
By them in great Numbers of Inflances, that the one
God and Father of all is the eonly fupreme Obje&, 0
whom, or to whofe ultimate Glory, all religious Wor-
fhip (hould be direéled.

This Argument, drawn from the Silence of Serip-
ture, with regard tothe offering up Prayers and Praifgs
to the Holy Spirit,~and to Father, Son, and Holy
Ghoft, as being one God, very flrongly proves thae
the received Do€lrine of a coequal Trinity was never
delivered by Cbrift and his Apoftles ; it being impof-
fible to conceive that a Perfon who is l’uppo?cd to be
of equal Dignity withGod the Father,fhould never have
one Prayer. direfled to him,. fhauld bave no Glory
afcribed to him, in the Writings of the Apoftles, from
whom alone we have recaived an Account. of the
Chriftian Difpenfation. Not to worfhip the Holy
Spirit in Prayer and Praile, if he has an equal Title
10 it with God the Father, is a criminal Negle&t,
which muft be charged upon the Apotiles themfelves ;.
and.whether thofe holy Men, who had the Gift of
Infpiration, were miliaken in the right Obje& of reli-
gious Worlhip, let any. ferious Chrittian judge.

1f the QObiervations made concerning the Holy Spi-
sit, Pag. 66, &'c. be well founded, as indeed they

Others will judge, whofe Principles are too much confined”

by legal Settlements, that the Liberty 1 have contended for,

exceeds all reafonable Bounds, and too muoch invades the
Authority of lawful Superiors, Now, not to infit upon
what I'believe is true, that there are few Clergymen in the
Church who are firi@ Conformifts in every Particular, my
Anfwer to fuch Perfons is thort and decifive :- Gofpel Faith
and Gofpel Worthip are of infinitcly more Weight than
Law and Rubrics ; all the Authority Civil and Ecclefiaftical
of the whole Globe ought to be rejected, when the Glory of
the One Supreme God and Father of al is the Pointin quo-
ftion, which has been fo much darkened by the Inventions of,
Men in almoft alLAges and Countries.

feem:
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feem to me highly probable ; we have vot only the
Silence of the facred Writers, as an unanfwerable Ar-
Elmentagainﬂ offering up any Prayer and Praife to the
oly Spirit, but hkewife an exprefs Prohibition, the
Worthip of Angels being condemned as Whll-worfhip.
Celoff. 1i. 18. And asI have produced very confider-
able Proof, that the Angel fent to St. Foba was the
Holy Spirit, the Point is ftill more ftrongly eftablith-
ed ; for he himfelf abfolutely refufed Worthip from the
holy Apoftle. Rev. xix. 10 toCh. xxii. 8, g. And
1 Fohn faw thefe things, and heard them ; and whea
I had heard and feen, I fell down to worthip before
the Feet of the Angel, avkich fbraved me thefe things.
('Tis obfervable that this is the very Expreflion which
our Lord made ufe of, when he promifed the Holy
Spirit before his Death. Fobr xvi. 13, 14. He,
namely, the Holy Spirit, avi// fhew you Things to come
He fhall receive of mine, and /ball freav it un-
#0 yow. ) Then faithihe unto me, fee thou do it not;
for I am thy Fellow-Servant, and of thy Brethren the
Prophets Worfhip God. It has appeared a
confiderable Difficulty t0 many Writers, how St. Jobn
could be twice tempted to offer Worthip to an Angel,
which-he moft know to be contrary to the Law of
God ;. and, indeed, I fhould think it unaccountable,
if acorfbipping before the Feet of the Angel implied an:
At of sehigious Worthip. But the Word,. which we-
tranflate Worfhip, fometimes fignifies pothing more
than an high Degree of civil Refpelt made to Perfons
of fuperior Rank, according to. the Cultom of the
Eaftern People. This undeniably appears from nfany
exprefs Inftances. See Marr.xvni 26, Ruth ii.vo. 1 Sam.
xxv. 23. with many other Paflages of a like Natare.
The Apoftle might probably then mean nothing more
than a Jowly A&t of civil Refpe&t, as the Word ex,
prefling it is fometimes ufed in this Senfe : The Con-
text and Circumftances of che Difcousfe eafily deter-
mine, whether it be applied to religious Worfhip, or
civil Refpeét, The Anfiver of the Angel {eems to
imply, that no religious Worfhip-was intended to him :
te fays nothing of the Sin or Danger of falle Wor-
EF G fhip 3
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Mip ; neither does he fpeak of the Uslawfulsels of
paying a proper Refpeét. to “any Being whatfoever;
but forbids St. Febn 1o make any Acknowledgments
to him for the extraordinary Favour of this Revela-
vion, becsufe he was no more than his Fellow-Servant,
employed by God to reveal things relating to the
Ehurchy of Chrift ; and therefore all his Thanks and
Gratitude were due to God, and not to him. We
have an'Inftance fomething like this in the Book of
Fobit, xii. 15, 16, 17, 18, where, upon the Angel
Rapbael difcovering himfelf to Tobit, and his Son 7o-
bias, they were both troubled, and fell upon their
Faces : For they feared, (or exprefied a reverential
Awe for fo great a Favour) but he faid unto them,
Fear not, for it thall go well with you; praife God
therefcre, For not of any Favour of mine, but by
the Will of our God I came ; wherefore praife him
for ever.

As the Angel refufed the leaft Acknowledgment
from St. Jobn for the extraordinary Favour of this Pro-
phecy, becaufe be was nomore than a minifring Spirit
empioyed by God to deliver his Will ;  the Arga-
ment holds fill fironger againft cffering up any Prayer
or Praife to a miniftring Spirit ; and therefore, if the
Angel fent to St. Jobn was the Holy Spirit, which 2p-
pears extremely probable from what has been already
obferved 3 to worthip the Holy Spirit by Prayer or
Praife, muft be thought abfolutely unlawful, it being
exprefly condemned by the Spiric himf{elf, at a Time
when he kad done St. Jobr a greater Favour than was
ever vouchfafed to any Chriftian ; ard confequently
the Argument drawn from the Holy Spirit being feat
to be our Comforter, t0 guide us into all Truth, and te
belp our Infirmities, is of no Force 1o prove his Title
1 religious Invocation.

Again, how is it poflible to imagine that it was the
Defign of the facred Writers to fix the Belief of Father,
Son, and Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and one God, in
the Mirds of Chriftians, as they have left us no Ex-
ample of any fort of Worlhip direlted to three Per-
fons and one God? If this had been a fundamental

7 Dodlrine
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Doltrine of the Gofpel, we fhould not only have had
it plainly' and frequently exprefled, but hikewife fo-
lemn Prayers and Praifes would kave been afcribed to
Almighty God under the Charadter of three Perfons;
otherwife the Apoflles themfelves have lefc us in the
dark, with regard to 'an effential Parc of Chriftian
Worthip. Can it enter the Heart of any ferious Chri-
ftians to believe, that it is neceffary to their Salva-
tion, to coaceive of God as three Perfons, when the
Apoftles themfelves bave never made it the Duty of
Chrittians to offer up any Prayer or Praife to God un-
der any fuch Charater ; but in all the Examples of
Worthip to be found in their Writings, Almighty God
isalways addrefled to as one fupreme intclligent Agent
or Perlon, one God and Father of all ¥
I¢ will be proper pow to confider the celebrated
Argament of learned Men, drawn from this Article of
Worthip, which [ will eadeavour to reprefent to you
briefly in its full Strength. In the Old Teftament the
Worihip of one fupreme God, and none elfe, is dn
exprefs Command enforced vpon the Jews, under the
fevereft Penalties ; which Command is confirmed by
our bleffed Saviour in the New Teftament, Mase. iv.
10. and confequently there is no fuch Thing in Scrip-
tare as any inferior Worthip whatfoever ; all Perfons,
all Beings whatfoever, are ablolutely cut off from alil
Pretences of every kind to any fort of religious Wor.
fhip,. excepting the one fupremeGod : and therefore it
s argued and maintained by the learned Defenders of
the drbanafian Dollrine, that becaufe r eligiousWorthip
_is confefledly paid to Chrift in the New Tellament, he
suft be one God with the Father,
. To which it is anfwered from the Obfervations al-
teady made, that God's exprefs Command to worfhip
one fupreme God, and him only, doés not preclude
God:from a Right to appoint an inferior Worfhip to
be paid to'a Perfon in the Capacity of a Mediator ;
which we find to be a plain Matter of Fact recorded
in the Gofpel : o that this Argument.of learned Men
is in effedt levelled againit the Gofpel Account, which
bas revealed to usan inferior Worbhip paid to Chrif,
. as
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as Mediator and Redeemer. Our Saviour declares
that all Men fhould honour the Son even as they ho-
nour the Father ; which Words indeed at firlt View
feem to fignify that the Son has 2 Title to equal Ho-
nour with God the Father ; but if the Formn of the
Expreflion be examined in other Inftances, or the Con-
text be confidered, the contrary will appear very
plain : Be ye merciful as your Father is merciful.
Luke vi. 36. This is my Commandment, that ye
Jove one aother, as 1 have loved you. Fobn xv. 12.
Thefec Examples, to which many others might be add-
ed, are fufficientto fhew that the Word o5 is ufed to
denote a general Likencfs, and nota ftriét Equality.
A: to the Context, the Reafon is affigned by our Lord
himielf, why the Son mulft be honoured as well as the
Father. The Father judgeth no Man, but bath com-
mitted all Judgment to the Son. He that honoureth
not the Som, honoureth not the Fatber avbich hbath
Jent bim.

Agoin, it is exprely declared by St. Paul, tha,
beciufe our Saviour fubmitted to the Miferies of this
mortal Siate, God raifed him by his Grace or Favour
to extraordinary Honour, that every Tongue thould
confels that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the Glory of God
the Father.

In the Book of Rewelations, the Worthip of Cbrift
is paid to him under the Charaéler of a Lamb that was
flain, and had redeemed us to God by bis Blood.

Can any Thing be a plainer Matter of Fa&, than
that the honouring the Soa, becaufe the Father hath
committed all Judgment unto him; the confefling
Chrift 10 be Lord, to the Glory of God the Father ;
and the Worfhip of the Lamb becaufe he was {lain,
is an inferior Worfhip ; and confequently cannot be
eilteemed of fo high a Nature as the {olemn Adora-
tion of the one God and Father of all, without dero-
gatiog from his fupreme Honour and Glory ; on
whofe-Grace and Favour, all the Honour due to Cbrife
entirely depends.

When, therefore, learned Men earneftly contend,
onc aftes another, that to worthip Cbrift with infesior

or
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or mediatorial Worthip, is exa®ly of the fame Na-
ture with the Pradtice of the Papifts, who pray 10 An-
gels, Saings, and Virgin Mary, they really (without
confidering what they do) abufe the Gofpel Account
of Chvift's Mediation and Interceflion ; and, indeed,
derogate from the fupreme Authority of Almighty
God, asif he had no Right to appoint a Mediator and
Interceffor, and to command - an inferior Worbip to
be paid to him in tha: Capacity. Ic is very furpriz.
ing that learned Perfons (hould urge fo weak a Pre-
tence, as if it was an unanfwerable Argument. I mu(t
refer it to your common Reafon, to judge of the
Strength of it. Papifts pay infetior Worlhip 10 An-

els, Saimts, and Virgin Mary, withoot any Warrant
iom Scripture ; and therefore ‘it is argued, thacwe
muft not worthip Cbrift with inferior or mediatonial
Worthip, tho’ exprefly commanded by Almighty God.
This is really arguing in Defiance of the plain Doc-
trine of the New Teftament, wherein we are requir-
ed to pay ablolute fupreme Honour and Worfhip to
1he one God and Father of all, and inferior or media-
torial Worthip.to the one Mediator Jefus Chrift, who
is reprefented, at the very Time of his receiving the
greateft Honour recorded of him by the facred Wri-
ters, under the Chara&ler of a Lamb that was flain ;
a/Charaler abfolutely inconfiftent with-the Notioa of
his fupreme Godhead ; a Character abfolutely incon.
fiftent with the Notion of his Title to fupreme Honour
and Worfhip.

Aad now, my dear Chriftian Readers, having made
fuch Obfervations upon the Collection of Texts relat-
ing to religious Worthip, as I think naturally follow
from them:; and having, L hope,. given a fatisfaliory
Anfwer to the celebrated Argument of learned Men
upon this Article ;. b flatter myfelf fo-far as to believe,
that you.will bring in the Verdi@, and determine the
Quefkion propoled to your Examination, according to
the Evidence fairly. laid before you ; namely, that che
trae Chriftian Form of Worthip, as fettled by Cirig
and his Apoftles, is tosoffer up-our Prayers to the ose
God and Father of all, in the Name and through the

Me-
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Mediation of Fe¢fus Chrift, for the heavenly Aflitance
of the Holy Ghoft; and fo far, indeed the whole
Chriftign World are agreed. Again, from the Prac-
tice of the Apoftles you may conclude, that it is law-
ful to put up Petitions, and afcribe Glory, direétly to
Chrift, as Mediator, or Redeemer, to the Glory of
God the Father. But as no Example of invoking the
Holy Spirit in Prayer, can be produced from Scrip-
ture, and as no Glory is afcribed to him, you will
judge this Praice to be a Piece of Will-worfbip, not
warranted by the Word of God ; and I am afraid you
will naturally determine, that religions Addrefles to
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, as being one God, is
fomething worfe than Will-worfhip, as it is incroduc-
ing an Obje@ of Worthip exprefly contrary to the
Light of Reafon and Scripture, and an Objeét that
does not really exift; there is no fuch Being as three
Perfons and one God. To invoke God under the
Charaéter of three coe?ual Petfons, whea it is the fos
lemn Determination of Mefes and the Prophets, of
Cbhrift and his Apottles, that he is one fupreme Lord
and Governor, one fupreme intelligent Being,'or Perfon
of all poffible Perfection, is litle lefs than a direé
Breachof the folemn Covenant eftablithed between God
and the Fewifb People in the Old Teflament, and be-
tween God and all Mankind in the New ; and confe-
queritly the Worthip of three Perfons and one God 'is
falfe and antichrittian, that owes all its Support to the
Inventions of Men.

It is no Wonder that this corrupt Worfhip, which
did not obtain in the Chriftian Church till near four
hundred Years after the Times of the Apottles, pro-
duced by Degrees fo many fuperftitious and idola-
trous Praltices, namely, Invocation of Angels, Saints,
Virgin Mary, and all the grofs Corruptions that are
yet found in the Charch of Rome. When Men once
‘depart from the right Worfhip of the one fupreme
Lord and independent God of the whole Creation, they
run into numberleft Superilitions. This has been too
fadly verified by the Hiftory of almoft all Ages and
‘Countr ies.

. In
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+ In ordeér to give you a Notion of the Worthip that
obtained in the primitive Charch, I will prefent you
with an Account of it from the great Origen, one of
the motft learned and zealous Chriftians in the early
Ages.  He was born in the Year of our Lord 18g,
and died about 253. His whole Life was chicfly de-
dicated to the Study of the Scriptures, and the pro-
moting the Caufe of Chriftianity, for which he endur-
ed many and grievous Sufferings. In a Book which
he wrote againit an Adverfary of Chriltianity, he pro-
fefles to explain the true Obje&t of religious Worfhip.
After having obferved, that Angels ought not to be
aworfhipped, altho' they are employed as minifiring
Spirits, for our Advantage, he gives this Account of
the Chriltian Worthip. [ appeal to the Learned for
the Faithfulnefs of my Tranflation from the Greck.

We ought to offer up all Supplication, and Prayer,
and Interceflion, and Thankfgiving to the God over
all, through our High Prieft, who is above Angels,
the living Word and God: We may alfo invoke the
Word himfelf, and intercede, and give Tharks, and
pray to him, if we can diftinguith between Prayer in
the moft proper Senfe, and Prayer in a figurative
Senfe *.

And whst he underfiands by this Diftin&tion, he
clearly fets forth: in another Place : namely, ¢ We
worfhip (fays he) the one God and his one Son, and
Word and lmage, with Supplications and Prayers,
according to our Power, offering up our Prayers to the
God of all, through his only begotten Son: to whom
we firft offer them, entreating bim, as being the Pro-
pitiation for our Sins, to prefent, as our High Priett,
our Prayesrs and Sacrifices, and Interceflions to the
God over all.4"

The fame Author has left a large Book concerning
Prayer, which he bas fully treated in all its Parts.
When he comes to explain the Nature of Prayer, with

® See Origen againft Celfus, Book sth, Pag. 233. Edit,
Spencer,
1 Origenagaioft G/f. Book 8th,. Pag. 386, Edit. Spencer,
regard
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regard to the Objedt of it, he exprefles himfelf in the
following Manner. *“ If we underftand what Prayer
is : namely the mof folemn Prayer, as diftinguithed
fromt mediatorial, we moft not offer op this Prayer
to any derived Being, noteven to Chrift himfelf, but
to the only God and Father of all, to whom our Sa-
viour himfelf prayed, and teaches us to pray. For
when he had heard that, Teach us to pray, he does
not teach us to pray to himfelf, but to the Father,
faying, Our Father avhick art in Heaven. Again, it
remains therefore, ((ays he) that we pray to the on-
ly God, the Father of all; but not without our
High-PrieR. Therefore the Saints in their Prayems
or sI’bankfgivings return Thanks to God thro' Je-
fus Chrift.  But as he who prays in the Rri& and
proper Senfe, ought not to pray to bim who him-
felf prays, but to him whom our Lord Jefus hath
taught us to call Pather jo our Pn{en; fo we ought
not to offer up any Prayer to the Father without
him, Fobn xv1. 23, 24. Again, we ought not to
pray to -him (in the Senfe before explained) who is
appointed oar High-Prieft by the Father, and to him
who hath received of the Father to be our Advocate,
but to the Father throwgh our High-Priet and Ad-
vocate (or Comforter.)]™

From this Account it undeniably appears, that ab-
folute fupreme Honour and Worfhip were paid by the
firlt Chriftians to the Perfon of the Father, as the one
fupreme God, and that the Wotfhip of Chrift was in-
ferior and mediatorial, exallly agreeable to the Doc-
trine of Scripture.

Again, it is obfervable, that here is an entire Si-
Jence about offering up any dire& Worthip to the Per-
fon of the Holy Spirit. And as for the Worfhip of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three coequal Perfons
and one God, there is not fo much as the leat Co.
Jour or Pretence for it to be found in the Account of
this learned and zeslous Chrittian, when he profefles
to fet forth che rrue Chrifliao Worthip. It may be re-

1 Sce Origen of Prayer, Pag. 78, &¢, Edit, Reading.
ferred
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ferred to the Confciences of that Part of the Learned,
who feem determined to fupport the Arbanafian Wor-
thip, whether the d re&t Invocation of the Holy Spirit
in Prayer, and the Worthip of three Perfons and one
Goad, can poffibly be reconciled with the Pradtice of the
Primitive” Church, as diftin@ly fet forth by this
learned Chriftian.

And now, my deir Chriftian Readers, if I bave
‘been fo hippy as to fec you right in ao important
Point of Faich and Worfhip, join with me in folemn
T hanks to the Father of Eighte, who hatly enabled a
plain and weak Chriftian to employ that one little
‘Taleot committed 1o his Charge, for the Benefic of
Chriftian People.

Nothing remains, but that I point out to you your
‘Right aod Duty as Chriftians ; and more particularly,
‘I would be fuppofed to addrefs myfelf to you who are
Members of the Church of England.

Admitcing that, by Means of this Treatife or an{
other Help, you are deeply convinced that God Al-
mighty is one fupreme intclligent Being or Perfon, one
fapreme Lord and Governor,the God and Father of our
Lord Jefus Chriff ; and that Chriff and the Holy Spirit
are Perfons inferior to him, and employed by his fu-
preme Authority in very high Offices for the §alva-
tion of Men ; Cbhrif? beiog appointed Mediator, Head,
and King of the Church, and the Holy Spirit firlt Mi-
nifter in its Government, who has Angels for his Af-
filants : in this Cafe, as Chriftians and Dilciples of
C#riff, you have an undoubted Right to make a feri-
ous and folemn Proteft agaiolk the Doftrine of the
Atbunafian Creed.

Again, admitting that, by a careful Confideration
of aﬁ the Paflages in the New Teftament, relating to
religious Worlhip, you are convinced in your own
Conlciences, that abfolute fupreme Honour and Wor.
fhip are due to the Perfon of the Father, as the one
fupreme God ; and thatthe Worthip of Chrif? is inferi-
or or mediatorial, redounding to the Glory of God the
Father; and that there isno Warrant from Scripture
to addrefs ourfelves in Prayer and Praife diretly to

the
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the Holy Spirit ;. and lattly, that-the offering up any
fort of Worfhip to God, as being three coequal Pes-
fong, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, is abfolutely in-
confiftent with the Gofpel Worfhip : in this Cafe you
have an undoubted Right to proteft againft the third
and fourth Pedtions of the Litany, the Collet for
Trinity Sundzy, the Proper Preface in the Communion
Office for Trinity Sunday, and all thofe Paflages in. the
Liturgy which imply or fet forth a coequal Trinity.
The common Doxology, or the afcribing of Glory,
to Facher, Son, and Holy Ghotft, is not warranted by
Scripture, the Holy Ghoft being never mentioned in
any Scripture Doxology, either dire€lly or indireétlys
But as we are commanded to pray in (or by) the Hely
Gbofi. Epb. vi. 18. Fudezo. and our Chriftian Profeffion
is exprefly declared to be made in (or by) theHoly Gooft.
1 Cor. xit, 3. it cannot be thought unlawful to mention
the Holy Cghoft in Doxologies, provided it be done
according to the Scripture Form, in (or 45) the Holy
Ghott ; fo that the Common Form may be ufed, only
by the Change of and into in the Holy Ghoft : Glory
be to the Father, and to the Son, in the Holy Ghoit.
To the Father, as the one fupreme God ; to the Son,
3 hgf:diato;, in (or by the Afiftance of) the Holy
hoft.

As Chriftians; or Dilciples of the blefled Fe/us, it
is your Duty to make an honeft ahd open Profefion
of your religious Principles, with regard to fuch an
important Point, wherein the Honour of the one fu-
preme God, and the Worfhip we owe him, are deep-
ly concerned : this is an eflential Charaler of Chriff's
Difciples, and required as an exprels Condition b
our Lord himfelf. Luke ix. 26. Whofaever fhall be
athamed of me, and of my Words, of him (hall the Son
of Man be athamed, when he fhall come in his own
Glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy Angels.

1f you are permitted to enjoy the Benefic of pub-
lic Worfhip, ascd to be Partakers of the Lord's Sup-
per, notwithftanding your open Profeflion, I do noc
think you are under any Obligation to feparate your-
{elves from the Communion of the Church ofEngland,

as
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1 the far greater Part of the. Liturgy is confiftent with
the right ' Opinion coacerning Almighty God ; parti-
cularly the Creed called the Apoftles, which is read
in the daily Office; and the Nicese Creed (00, fome few
Expreflions excepted, namely, wery God of wery God
a—mof one Subflance with the Father Lord of ~—
Life—~==vhs, togethtr with the Futher and the Son, is
avsrfhipped  and glorified. It is remarkable, ‘that the
Chriftian Do&rine is fet forth very ftrongly in the firft
Article. - 1 believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Matker of Heaven and Earth, This was the old Chri-
ftian Language in a// the Creeds in o/ the Chriftian
Churches for che firit three hundred Years after Chriff
and it is a Matter of Faé&t well known to the Learn-
ed, that the Expreflions excepted againft in the Nicene
Creed, or rather Conftantinopolitan Creed, concerning
our Saviour, as not warranted by Scripture, did not
obtaio in any genuine Creed till the Year3ag, and
that the uaferiprural Expreflions: coancerning the' Holy
Spirit were not added ull the Year 381.

‘It may not be improper to give you a Specimen of
the aocient Creeds s I here prefent you with one'of
the olde®t, delivered. by the. exprefs Authority of a
Chriftian Bifhop, Jrenzus by Name, as an ‘authentic:
Account of the Faith of the whole Church ac that
Time. . He was made Bifhop. about the Year of our
Lord 179, @ little more than eighty Years after the
Death of St. Fobn, the oldeft of all the Apoftles, and
had received his Infirutions from Pelyearp, Bithop of
Smyrna, a Difciple of St. Jobu, as he has informed us
himfelf. I appeal to the Learned for the Faithfulne(s
of my “Cranflation from the original Greek, in which
it was penned.

¢« T he Charch, (fays he) being dilperfed through
the whole World, even to the Ends of the Earth,
hath received from the Apoftles and their Difciples
this Faith; In one God the Father Almighty, who
made Heaven and Earth, aad the Seas, and ail that
is in them ; and in'one Jefus Chrifl, the Son of God,
who was incarnate for our Salvation ; and in the Ho-
ly Spirit, who by the Prophets preacted the Difpea-

2 fations,
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fations, and the Advents, and the Generation from
the Virgin, and the Paffion, and the RefurreQtion’
from the Dead, and the Afcenfion of the beloved
Jefus Chrift our Lord in the Flefhinto Heaven, and his
coming from Heaven in the Glory of the Father, to
fum up all things, and to raife again all the Fleth of 2il
Maokind, that to Chrift Jefus our Lord, and God, and
Saviour, and King, according to the good Pleafure of
the invifible Father, every Kace fhould bow, of Things
in Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth, and that
every Tongue fhould confefs to him, and that he
fhould perform jult Judgment to all : That he fhould
fend into everlafting Fire, fpiritual Wickedneffes, and
Angels that tranfgrefled and were Apoftates, and the
ungodly, and anjult and unrighieous, and blafphemous
Perfons: But to the righteous, and holy, and tothofe
whp have kept his Commandments, and have continued
in his Love, either from the Beginning, or after their
Repentance, that he might graat Tocorruption and
eternal Glory, beftowing oo them, as Matter of Fa-
vour, eternal Life.

This Preaching and this Faith the Church having'
received, as I faid before, aliho® it be difperfed thro®
the whole World, carefully preferves, as if it inhabit-
ed the fame Houfe: it believes thefe Things, as if
it had one Sou! and ove Hearr, and uniformly
preaches, and teaches, and delivers thefe Things as if
it had but one Mouth. For altho’ there are different:
Languages in the World, yet the Power of the Tradi-!
tion is one and the fame: and neither the Churches
which are planted in Germany, have a different Faith,
or different Tradition, nor thofe in lberia, nor thofe:
among the Celte, nor thofe which are planted in the.
Eaft, nor in Egypt, norio Libya, nor in the Midft'of
the World : But as the Sun, the Creature of God, is*
one and the fame in all the World ; fo the Preaching
of the Truth thineth every where, and enlighteneth
all thofe who are willing 10 come to the Knowledge
of the Trath. And amoog the Governors of (Ec
Churches, peither he who is moft powerful in the
Word, will fay any thing different from thefe Things :

' {for
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Afor noue is above his Mafter) neicher will he, who
is weak in fpeaking, leflen this Tradition. For the
Faith being one and the fame, neither he, who
an fay much, can ienlarge it, nor he, who can fay
but little, candiminithit.” See Book the 1ft, Chap.
2d, 3d. Pag. 43, &c. .Grabe's Edit.

You ought te efteem this-Account of the Primitive
Faith of the greateft dmportance, becaufe this Chii-
ftian Bithep profefles to declare what was uniformly be-
lieved thro’ the whole Church at that Time. He fo-
lemaly affures us, chat the Belief of one God, the Father,
the Maker of Heaven and Earth, exprefly ditinguithed
from Chrilt and the Holy Spirit, exaétly agreeable to
the Doctrine of Scripture, was the Faith to which no-
thing could be added, and from which nothing ought
to be diminithed. In defcribing the Perfon of our Sa-
viour, he gives him the Titles of Eord, God, Saviour,
and Kiog, and at the fame Time he carefully main.
tains the fupreme Authority of the one God aed Fa.
ther Almighty, by exprely declaring, according 0
Scripture, that all the Honour due to Chrift depends
:ron’ the good Pleafure of the invifible Father. The

oly ?(yint too is defcribed, according to Scripture,
as the Infpirer of the Prophets, but he is not ftyled a
God or Lord.

It muft now be referred to your Determination,
whether ‘the Atbanafian Dotrine of the Trinity ob-
tained in the Chriftian Church at that Time, if the
Teltimony of ghis primitive Bithop be of any Weighe,
whea he folemnly profeffes to. give an exact Accouat,
of the Faith ofthe whole Church. without Addition or
Dimigution ? No poflible Reafon can-be afligned why
this renowned Bithop, after having declared the Faith in
one God the Father Almighty ; and in one Jefus Chrift;
and in the Holy Spirit; no poflible Reafon, I fay, can
be affigned why he thould neglett to acquaint us,
that thefe three Perfons are one God, but this unde-
niable ooe, thatthe Doéltrine of three Perfons and one
God, was neither heard, nor thought of in his D ys :
This is an Addition made to the Faith once delivered
to the Saints, and virwally condemned by this Ac-

count.
It
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It is obfervable, that the Father is ftyled God by
way of Eminence, as exprefly diftinguithed from the.
Son and Holy Spirit, above feventy Times in our
Common Prayer Book ? I mean fuch Expreflions as
thefe, namely, Almighty (sod, the Father of our Lord
Fefus Chrift = pardoneth, and fo forth,—in the Ge-
neral Abfolution. O Lord God Almighty, who didit
endue — with fingular Gifts of the )'yluly Ghoft ~
Zlmm b Fefus Chrift our Lord. Colle&t on St. Barsa-,
as's Day.

Again{ in the Prayers the Chriftian Form of Wor-
fhip is generally obferved, they being dire€ted 1o the
Perfon of the Father, in the Name and through the
Mediation of the Son, for the Affiftarce of the Holy
Spisit; and Chriff and the Holy Spirit are frequently
declared, according to the Scripture Language, to be
fent or given by the Father. The fecond Petition of
the Litany, and fome few Colleéts, are direlted to
Chrift as Redeemer, or Mediator, which is warranted
by the Pradtice of the Apoftles, provided you worthip,
him to the uhtimate Glory of God the Father. :

I am perfusded that- there are feveral Clergymen
of the Church of Emgland, who groan under the
Weight of the Athanafran Forms and Worthip, that
would be very glad of your Affiftance to be delivered
from fo great a Burthen upon their Confciences : fuch
Perfons would be fo far from being offcnded at your,
open Profeflion and Proteft, that they would rejoice at
the good Ufe you had made of your Chriftian Libesty,
and the Honefly of your Profeflion. -

There are other Clergymen, who, though they do_
not yet fee the Errors of the Arbamafian Forms, en.
tertain moderate and charitable Sentimeats of thofe
who differ from themfelves: fuch candid Clergymen
would treat you as Chriftian Brethren, notwithitand-
ing your Diffent in fome Particulars ; they would fuf-
fer you to enjoy - the Benefit of public Worthip, and
to communicate with your Chriftian Brethren peace-
ably and quietly. .

But, as it muft be expected that many Clergymen .

will exprefs a warm and blind Zeal for Doflries and
re-
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religious Pralices eftablithed by public Authority,
nght or wrong ; if it be the Lot of any of you to at-
tend upon the Miniltry of fuch Perfons, you may be
alled by the opprobrious Names of Heretics and
Schifmatics, juft as Papifts call Proteftants, becaufe
they refufe to join in religious Profeflion and Worthip
not warranted by the Word of God: if they fhould
go fo far as to pronounce you unworthy of the Bene.
fit of public Worfhip, and fhould abfolutely refufe ¢o
give you the Lord's Supper ; in this Cafe I muft beg
Leave to deliver my Sentiments freely and honeftly,
that thofe Clergymen are the Heretics and Schifma-
tics, and not you, as they infilt upon Terms of Chri-
flian Communion, which never were required by
Chrift and his Apoftles. Amidlt all the various Opi-
nions of Seflsand Parties, the Gofpel Rule is very
plain and certain ; namely, that whofoever believeth
Fefus to be the Chrift, and fincerely endeavours to
underfland the Will of God, as revealed in the New
Teftament, and above all demon(irates the Sincerity of
his Profeflion by living agreeably to the Lawsof Cbriff,
is a real Chriftian, whatever Errors he may fall into,
rovided his Miftakes are confiftent with an honelt
Elwt and real Goodnefs ; and, confequently, fuch a
Perfon is entitled to the Charity and Fellowfhip of
Chnftians for this undeniable Reafon, becaufe he will
certainly be accepted of God, asone who anfwers the
d Defiga of the Gofpel of Cbriff. By fhewing 2
g;gpoﬁtion and Readinefs to communicate with your
Chriftian Brethren, notwithltandiog your differing from
them in fome important Poiots, you aét a Parc wor-
thy of the Difciples of Chriff, who ought, if poffible,
to unite in Affetion and brotherly Communion,
though they cannot in Opinion. But if nothing will
be thooght fufficient to entitle you to the excernal
Privileges of Chuarch Communion, but profefling
Doé&trines, 20d conforming to religious Practices, in
Oppofition to the Ditates of Confcience, and the ex-
prefs Auchority of Scripture, you have in this Cafe an
undoubted Right to join yourfelves to fome other So-
ciety, more frec from Corru;aions, if any fuch can
be
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be found ; ‘or elfe to form a Society apon the Plan of
the New Teltament, wherein nothing fhould be im-
pofed vpon Chriftians, but what is exprefly delivered
by Chriff and his Apoftles.

In all your religious Concerns that affect your eter-
nal Salvacion, and your Title to God's Faveur, the
Gofpel is your Rule, and Chriff your only Lawgiver
and Judge in thofc Points. The New Teftament is
a plain Declaration of the Will of God. It was de-
figned for you as well as the Great and Learned.
You have no Occafion to regard the greateft Aathori-
ty upon Earth, in Oppofition to, -or inconfiftent ‘with,
what you fee written there. Itis the Comfort of alb
fincere and honck Chriftians, that they are to give
an Accouit of their Altions.to God and Chrift, at’
that folemn Time, when the Secrets of all Hearts
fhall be difclofed.

Stand faft io that Liberty, with which God and
Chrifi hath made you free. y

I beg Leave to add, with refpe& to thofe Clergy-
men, who may bedifpofed to give you odious Names,
and to refufe you the common Privileges of Chriftian
Communion, upon a fair and open Profeflion of your
Chriftian Principles ; that the very fame Arguments
which Proteflants make ufe of ageinit the corrupt
Prallices of the Church of Rome, may be urged with
irrefiftible Force againtt the Arbanafian Worthip,

The Proteftant jultly argues, that Almighty God is
jealous of his Honour, and hath referved to himfelf
the fole Privilese of appointing what Wouthip his
Creatures (hall offer up to their great Creator. To'in-
troduce Objells of religious Worfhip, which he hath
not commandcd, is a high Indignity to the fupreme
Lord of Heaven and Earth ; and therefore to invoke
Angels, the Virgin Mars, and Ssints, as Mediators
or Interceflors with God, whom he hath not appoint-
ed to that great Ofice, is exprefly contrasy to his
Will, as there are no Inflances to be found in the
Word of God, of any fuch Honour beftowed upen
them ; our Saviour being the only Mediator commif-
fioned by God to execute that important Office. Jnm
. S this
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this Manner niight a Proteftant argoe with the Papifts,
to which no Aniwer can be made, but' what is drawn
from ‘Church Authority,” fupported by worldly Ia-
tereft.

In the fame Manner you ‘might be enabled o ar-

goe with thofe Clergymen, who infift upon it, chat it
is the Duty of Chnilian People to conform to the
Atbanafian Worthip. ' The Holy Spirit, indeed, is re-
prefeated in Scripture as a Perfon of greater Dignity
than the Angels themfelves, being the principal or
chief of the miniftring Spirits employed by God and
Chrift in very high'Offices : but he is ‘never exprefly
alled’God or Lord in Scripture; he is never repre-
fenied as fitting upon a'Throne, or exercifing any re-
gal Aachority. We have no Command or Example
of praying to him ; there is no Glory afcribed to him
through the whole New Teftameut ; and confequent-
1y to invoke him as God in Prayer, and ‘to afcribe
Glory to him, are [oftances of Will-worfhip not war-
ranted by the Word of God. With refpe& to the
Worfhip of Father, Son, and ‘Holy Ghoft, as being
one God, all Chriftiins, who can read the New Tef-
tameat, may plainly fee, that this Worthip is (o far
from beiog commanded or auathorized by the facred
Writers, that the Worthip there required is abfolute-
1y inconfiftent with it ; the one fupreme God, who is
generally defcribed by the Charatter of Father, being
conftantly fet forth as the anly Object to whom, or to
whofe ultimate Glory, all religious Worfhip fhould be
direéted,

The Church of Rome had as good a Right to im-
pofe the Worfhip of Angels, Saints, and Virgin Mary
upon the Conlciences of Men, as the Church of Eng-
Jamd ‘had to impofe the Waythip of the Holy Spirit
as God, and three Perfons as one God. It is not pre-
tended that this latter is as bad as the former : but as
both owe all their Support to the Authority of Man,
without any Warrant from the Word of God, Chri-
ftian People are as'much juftified in laying afide the
Ufe of the 'one, as ocur Anceftors were, about two

huadred Years ago, i1 1ejg’tiug the otker ; neither
2 can
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can the contrary be maintained without relapfing in-
to the effential Principles of Popery, and in Effet de-
claring that Chriftian People have a Right to exercife
their Judgment wheo they reje@ the Doétrines and
Pradtices of the Church of Rome, but they have no
Right to judge for_themfelves if they fhould happen
to differ from any Dottrine or religious Pratice of the
Church of Ewgland. In this Cafe, our fitlt Reformers
pulled down the Authority of the Pope of Rome, and
fec up themfelves as Popes of the Church of England.
But it is the Duty of all fincere Chriftians to proteft
againtt all Corruptions, whether found in the Church
of Rome, or Church of Ewgland, and return to the
plain Simplicity of the Gofpel of Chrift.

Itis to be hoped that Chriftian Clergymen will not
make Ule of fuch Arguments in Favour of the Joven-
tions of Men in the Worthip of God, as would effec-
wally have flopped the Progrefs of Chrilianity itfelf,
when it was frft preached by the holy Apoftles. If
it be the Duty of Chriftian People now to make fo-
lern Profeffions, and conform to Worthip offered op
to Objefts, without any Warrant from Scripture,
merely becaufe eftablifhed by public Authority, it
was equally the Duty of the People, when the Apofiles
preached up the Acknowledgment of one fupreme
God, and one Mediator Fe/us Cérift, in Oppolition
to the eftablithed Superftition, and idolatrous Praétices
of the Heathen World ; upon this Principle, I fay, it
was the Duty of the People at that Time to have re-
jefted the preaching ‘of the Apoltles, as being contrary
to Law, contrary to the Decrees of their Priefls and
Maygiltrates.

Again, as they profefs themfelves Clergymen of
the éhurch of England, they fhould confider that the
Church itfelf, in which they officiate, folemnly pro-
feffes the Scripture to be the only Rule of Faith and
Praétice ; neithercan they juftify their Separation from
the Church of Rome upon any other Grounds than the
Right of all Chriftians to judge for themfelves in Mat-
ters of Religi o, without which we n uft have lain to
this very Day in tbe grofs Cormuptions of Popery :

“this
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this very Church, I fay, had no Right to exift at firft
but upon the glorious Privilege of Chriftians and Pro-
teltants, to profels Scripture Doctrines, and practifc
Scriptare Worfhip.

But, perhaps, it will be faid, is there no Submiffion
required of Chriftian People to their lawful Governors ?
Hath not Cbrift left his Church to be directed and go-
verned by the Paltors of Cbriff’s Flock ? And how can
there be any Government at all, if Inferiors are under
no Obligation to obey their lawful Governors? To
which I anfwer, that it is doubtlefs the Right of law-
ful Governors to {ettle Matters of external Form and
Decency (withoat which there can be no public Com-
manion of Chrifhians) ; and it becomes Chriftian Peo-
ple to pay a ready Compliance with Rites and Cere-
monies of an iadifferent Nature, and to fubmit to
public Authority, fo far as they can do it confiftently
with acknowledging Cériff as the King and Head of
the Church, who alone had a Power given him by
Almighty God to declare and fix the Terms and Con-
ditions, upon which Chriftians are entitled to God’s
Favour here, and Happinefs hereafter. Again, it 1y
donbtlefs the Duty of Chrittian People to efteem their
immediate Paftors and Inftrutors very highly for their
Work's Sake, when they make it their Bufinefs to in-
culcate the plain and fundamental Points of the Gof-
pel of Chriff, and the indifpenfable Neceflity of a
boly Lifes and above all, when they thew them by a
confcientious Difcharge of their minifterial Office, and
the engaging Foice of good Example, that they are
more folicitous for the fpiritual Good of the Soulscom-
mitted to their Charge, than for their own temporal
Advantage.

But the Point of Church Authority and Obedience
to Clergymen is carried beyond all reafonable Bounds,
when Chriftiao People are required to profcls Doftrines
as neceflary to Salvation, which they cannot fee, with
all the Helps and Affitances which Providence has af-
forded them, are made fo by Cérif himiclf; and
when they are required to worfhip a Perfon as God,
withoat any Warrant from Scriptare, and o worfhip

G 3 God
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God under a falfe Chara&ter : in all'fuch loftances the
plain Duty of Chriftian People is to obey God rather
than Man,

I prefume to add, that it is the great Duty of the
Governors of the Church to remove all jult Occafions
of Offerce from the folemn Offices of public Waithip,
and to impofe nothing’ upon Chriftian People, but
what they may perceive with their own Unde:ftand-

-ings, when properly inftru®ted, is agreeable to the
Word of God.  But if the Governors of ‘the Church
will take no Care to reform Abufes and Corruptions,
Chriftian People have a Right 1o be informed, that
the Authority of Councils, Convecations, Bithops, and
Prefbyters, is human ; and confequently ought to be
difregarded, when it ftands in Competition with the
exprefs Determination of C%/# and his Apoftles.

Chriftian Miniflers, efpecially thofe in great Power
and Authority, ought ferioufly to confider the folemn
Anathema, or Curfe, pronounced by St. Pau/, in his
Epiltle to the Ge/atians, Ch. i 8. Though we, oran
Angel frem Heaven, preach any other Golfpel unto

ou, 'than that which we have preached untoyou, let
iim be accurfed. To preach another Gofpel, accord-
jog to the plain Meaning of St. Pau/, as explained by
himfelf, is to'add Terms and' Conditions of Salvation
without any Warrant from' Cbriff. I am afraid this
Charge muft fall very ha:d upon all thofe who are re-
fo!veg, to fupport the Ufe of the Atbanafian Creed, it
being the evident Defign of it to damn’ the Profeffors
of one Spirit, one Lord, one God, and Father of all,
unlefs they believe at the fame Time, in Defance to
common Senfe and the awful Determination of the
facred Writers, that the Father, Lord, and Spirit are
one God ; a Doctrioe that is fo far from being deliver-
ed by Cbrifl and his Apoftles, that it has not fo much
as the Sound of one fingle Text to fupport it in the
Word of God. :

And now, my dear Chriftian Readers, having de-
livered my Sentiments freely and honeltly, in orgcr to
eftablith in your Minds juft Notions of your Chriftian
Liberty, I cannot conclude without exhorting you by

the
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the Mercies of God, that you imprint upon you®
Hearts the ftrict Obligations you arc under to demon-
ftrate the Reality of your Chniftian Profeflion, by liv-

ing as becometh the Gofpel of Chrifi.
Ibe Gofpel of Chriff was not defizned to amule
Mankind with ulele(s Speculations, not to hll their
. Heads with fubile and myterious Notions ; but 10 offer
them Terms of Reconciliation and Favour from the
fupreme Father of all rational Creatures. Our bleffed
Saviour, a Peifon of exalted Dignity next to Gad
himfelf, was employed upon this glorious Buafinels, who
i3 the one Mediator, through whom all the Brefliaus
of the Gofpel Covenant are difpenfed ; in which God
engages oa his Part to bzltow on all fincere Difciples
of Chrift, Pardon of Sin, the gracious Aids of his
Holy Spirit to affill their Endeavours after Riginteoul-
nefs, and an eternal Reward in the Kingdom of Hez.
ven. On the other hand, fincere Chniftians cogage
oo their Part to make folemn Profeflion and Acknow-
ledgment of one fupreme God, and one Mediator Je-
Sur Chrift, to bring forth Fruits meec for Repentance,
.and go on the remaining Part of their Lives, in che
~uniform Pra&tice of all Virtue and Goodnefs, as being
a neceffary Qualification for that extraordinary Happi-

nefs promifed in the Golpel.

If by Means of this Treatife, fincerely intended
for your Sesvice in your higheft and mott important
Intereft, you have gained better and more exact No-
tions of God and Cb-if/, and plainly fee the Worthip
of God as determined by Corift and his Apoities; free
from all human Javentions; I muft earneftly belecch
you, as you pay any Regard to the heavenly Dodtrine
.of the Gofpel, 10 confider yourfelves under more fo-
lemn Engigements to lay afide all Vice and Wicked-
nels, to get above every corrupt Appetite, and to {hew
by your Lives and Actions that you are Chrittians in-
dzed. Let it be your principal Care to putin Praétice
the Laws of Chrift, which have a nawral Tendeocy
to reform the Hearts of Men, and raife them to great
Degrees of Purity and Holinefs ; they will make you
more eafy and happy even in this prefent Life, as well
G 4 as
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as iofallibly fecure a glorious and eternal Reward.
The Laws of Cbrift are frequently mentioned in the
New Tefament, and more particolarly they are fum-
med up in the fifth, fixth, and feventh Chapters of
St. Mattheao’s Gofpel. ‘They are pot Laws about
Forms and Ceremonies, Things of lefler Importance, but
about great and weighty Duties, Piety, Righteoufnefs,
and Sobriety, which cannot fail to render all thofe ra-
tional Creatures, who put them in Praltice, acceptable
to God. It is carefully to be obferved, that the Sub-
je@s of Chrift’s Kingdom were to be known, not fo
much by their Words and outward Profeffions, how
fpecious fo ever, as by the Icfluence of his Laws vpon
their Tempers and Lives ; and that no Perfons what-
foever can be Heirs of the Kingdom of Chrift and of
God, whillt they continue vicious and unrighteous.
Chriftian Sinners ought to efteem it as Matter of in-
finite Favour, »nd what can never be fufficiently ce-
Jebrated with the Tongues of Men and Angels, that
the Father of Mercies has not only affured them of
Pardon, after numerows and provoking Offences com:
mitted under the Light of the Gofpel ; (which is a State
of vaflly more Guilt than that of Jews and Hea-
thens before their Converfion to Chriftianity); but has
Kkewile promifed them a glorious and eternal Reward,
provided they retura unto%ﬁm in Newnefs of Life, and
become really virtuous in thofe very Inftances wherein

they have been vicious, and continue in a fleady .

Coutfe of univerfal Righteoufnels till the End of their
Lives.  Buat Chriftian Sinners cannot expet to be ac-
cepted upon lefs than this, confiftently. with the plain
‘Terms of the Chriftian Covenant. The Habit of one
Vice wilfully perfited in without Amendment, cuts
off all Hopes of the Happinefs of Heaven. It is the
folemn and repeated Determinatien of the Apottles,
that neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers,
nor Effeminate; nor Sodomites, nor Thieves, nor Co-
veious, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extortio-
ners, nor Lyars, nor Malicious, nor Revengeful,
whillt they continae fuch, fhall inherit the Kingdom

of
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#fGod. See 1 Gor.vi. 6 — 11. Galat. v. 19—21.
Rew. xxi. 8. xxii. 1g.

As Chriftians thould be exemplary for all Virtue and
Goodnefs, fo more particularly they thould be diftin-
guithed from a corrupt and wicked World,by an honeft
and open Profeflion of their religions Sentiments in
Poiats of great Importance, notwithftanding any Diffi-
culties and Difcouragements they mighe be liable to,
upon that Account ; by univerfal Love and Charity to
all Mankind ;' by Purity and Holinefs, as Members of
Chrift, and Believers of a glorious Refurreftion; and
by Patience under Sufferings, which they cannot ho-
wogrably avoid, if it fhould pleafe God to call them
tofuch a Scate, as remembring that they profefs them-
felves Difciples of a crucified Mafter, who under-
went the moft bitter Sufferings in the Caufe of God
and T'ruth,

Thefe were the glorious Methods by which the Doc-
trine of Chrift prevailed in the belt and pureft Ages of
the Chriftian Church, whén Hardhips and Perfecutions
geverally attended the Profeffors of Chriftianity. That
a few weak and inconfiderable Men, without Power,
Riches, or Learning, fhould work: their Way, in Op-
pofition to the Interelt of Heathen Priefts; the Power
of Magifirates, ‘the Pride and Intereft of Philofophers
tsrwife Men, and the Prejudices of the common Peo-
plewho were under the Influence of the former ; that.
great Numbers of all Orders and Ranks fhould give
up the eftablithed ~Superfiitions of: their refpetive

ountries, and embrace the Profeffion of Chriftianity,
which expofed them at that Time to: Lofles, Suffer-
ingy, and even to fome cruel Death ; that the weakelt
Perfons, even Women and young Perfons, fhould en-
dure the moft amazing Torments with undaunted
Courage ; that Men fhould become new Creatures, ac-
cording to the beautiful Language of the New Tefta-
ment. when they took upon themfelves the Name of
Chrip; that the Vicious and Debauched fhoul.d' be
converted into Pure and Holy Perfons, the Malicious
and Revengeful into Kind and Forglvin‘g ; ina Word,

that Men fhould abandon their moft favourite Vices
G s allow-
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allowed them by their ald- Superflition, and lead frilt
and boly Lives, according to the Laws of Chrift: ~all
which are notorious Matters of Fa&, well known to
thofe who areacquainted with the State of the Church
for the firkt three. hundsed Years after Chrif.  This
amazing Turn of Things, I fay, cannot be account-
ed for upon any Principles of buman Nature, without
acknowledging fome extraordinary Afiiftance from Al-
mighty God, and without believing thatChriff and his
Apofiles had an immediate Commiffion ! from the fu-
preme Lerd of Heaven and Earth, to reform: the cor-
rupt State of Fewsand Heatheos.

"Thus I bave been natusally led, by the Courfe of my
Chriftian Exhortation, ' to furnifh you with an Argu-
ment to cprove. the Truth of the Gofpel, which has
flood the Teft of thefevereflt Trial. have confult-
¢d the moft ingenious Writers of the prefent Age, who
have fet themfelves openly to difprove the Truth of
Chriftianity ; but they have given no clear and folid
Anfwer to this Argument ; and therefore I find myfelf
a fironger Believer than I was before. What hasfur-
nithed Unbelievers with the firongeft Weapons; is the
corrupt Doétrines and fupesftitious Pradlices which
have been introduced into- the Chriftian Church fince
the 'Fime of Conftantine, the firft Chriftian Emperor,
about three hundred Years after Cérift ; by whofe Fa=
vour and extraordinary Liberality (though; 1 dare fay,,
very boneflly meant at firft) large Revenues and Pres
ferments began to be annexed to the Profeflion of Opi-
nions, and Conformity to religious Pratices, notwar-
ranied by Scripture. Worldly Profperity corsupted
by Degrees the pure Do&trine of Céri/t and his Apoftless.
the Zeal of Churchmen foon took a different Turn
from what ufed to appear in the Church of Chrift : in-
fiead of contending, like Chriflians, in the Spirit of
Peace and Charity, for the Faith and Worthip once
delivered to the Saints by the boly Apoftics, they be-

an to employ the Engines of this World 1o fepport
dditions of their own ; and proceeded at laft, by
the Aflitance of the Civil Powes, tothe uumoft Lengths
of
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of Cruelty and Barbarity. The Misfortune of it wass
that religious Bigots had fuch an Influence over Em-
perors and Magiitrates, that they perfuaded them it
was 2 main Part of their Duty to propagate religious
Docétriaes by Force and Violence ; to opprefls thofe
who differed from themfelves, by the powerful Argu-
ments of Poverty, Banifhment, and even Death icfelf.
It is obfervable, that the perfecuted Party, when bya
vew Turn of Affairs they had got the Civil Power on
their Side, made ufe of the fame uochriftian Methods
their Adverfaries had dyne ; although they had loudly
complained of the Violence of others, yet they thought
it right in their own Cafe to _employ the Engines of

this World to diftrefs their Adverfaries. If Civil Go-
vergors had confined the contending Parties to the Ule
of fpiritual Weapons, and had refirained violent Bi-

gots from injuring their Brethren, under Pretence of
Religion ; if all had been equally permitted to exer-
cife their Judgments, and make their differeat Profel-
fions according to their Confciences, the moft terrible
Evils might have been preveated, and the Peace of
Chriltian Commuaities would have beea eftablithed up-
00 a firm and lalting Foundation.

But. the Chriftian World was not, fo happy at that
Time as to enjoy the Proteétion of Princes who under-
food the true Nature of religious Liberty, and the
molt proper Methods to employ the Service, of Religi-
oa to. the Welfare of Socisty : fo Chriftians weot or,
by the Aflitance of the governing Powers, in mutual
Hatred and Pe:fecution, till ac laft Church, Tyranny
was thoroughly eftablithed, and the grand Apoftacy
took place in the Chriftian Church. The Kiogs of
the Earth ‘(or Europe ) were gradually prevailed upon,
by an aftontthing Infatuation, to bave one Mind, and
to give ‘their Kingdom, Power, and Strength to the
great Mother of Harlots and Abomisations, according
to the prophetic Language of the Rewelation, or in
other Terms, the Church of. Rome. It is really thock-
ing to read the Hittory of the Church from thefe Ages
downwards : we meet with little elfe but grofs Impo-
fitions upon the Confciences of Men, fupported by

G 6 worldly
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worldly Policy and Power ; we are prefented with the
blackeft Scenes of Barbarity and Cruelty ; the beft
fort of Chriftians tortured, murthered, and maffacred,
becaufe they would not fall down and worfhip the
golden Image fec up by wicked and unreafonable
Men.

Butit ought to be obferved, that this amazing Cor-
ruption of the Chriftian Church is clearly foretold in
the Prophet Danic/, 2 Theff. ii. 1—w=12. 1 Tim. iv.
1 5. and flill more largely in the Rewvelation ;
which is an unanfwerable Argument of the 'T'ruth of
Scripture, as it has very plainly defcribed a wicked
and unheard of Power arrived to a prodigious Height
in the Chriltian Church many hundred Years before
there were the lealt Footfteps of any fuch Power in the
World ; fo that God Almighty, who brings Goed
out of Evil, has made the very Corruption of Chri-
ftianity to be a flrong Proof of its coming from him.
O the Depth of the %ichcs, both of the Wifdom and
Knowledge of God! how unfearchable are his Judg-
ments, and his' Ways paft finding out |

There was a fevere Check put to this tyrannical
Power by means of the plorious Reformation, bappi-
ly begun in this and fome other Kingdoms ; and
deeply obliged we are to thofe brave Men who fhook
off the Yoke of Popith Tyranny, and profefled’ the
Scripture 1o be the only Rule of Faith and Praétice.
But, with all due Refpect to the Memory of our firft
Reformers, and ‘our Governors both in” Church and
State, that fucceeded them, it may be obferved, con-
filtently with Truth, that religious Liberty was not
thoroughly underftood 1ill within thefe fifty or fixty
Years,

At this Time I have the Happinefs of writing to
you opoo this important Point of Faith and Worthip,
when we live under an illufirious Family now upon
the Throne, whofe Reigns have never been polluted
with the Bicod of Perfecution ; who have always re-
firained the fiery Zeal of Bigots from breaking in up-
on the Rights of their other Subjets ; and have pro-
tected them all io the Exercife of their ardoubted

Right
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Right to judge for themfelves in Matters of Religion,
without which what they embrace is improperly ftiled
Religion. If you confider the State of the Chriftian
Church, when it endured terrible Perfecutions under
the Roman Emperors, and the no lefs grievous Evils
which Proteflants have endured, and do ftill endare in
Popith Countries ; you muft efteem it a peculiar Hap-
pinefs, that you can at this Time openly profefs your
religious Sentiments, though they differ from thofe
commonly réceived, without any Fear of perfecuting
Bigots, who would gladly, if it was in their Power,
diftrefs and harrafs honeft Chriftians, who think it
their Duty to pay a greater Regard to the Authority
of their Lord and Mafler Fefus Chriff, than the De-
trees of fallible and interefted Men.

You have, at this Time, a glorious Opportunity of
contributing your Part towards a farther Reformation
of this national Church, and of making it a Praife in
all the Barth. There have been, of late Years, very
homble and Chriftian Applications made to the Gover-
nors of the Church, to reform feveral Parts of oor pub-
lic Service. ~ But no Point can, I think, more chrvc
the Atcention of Chriftian Governors, than what [
have thought it my Duty to propofe to your Exami-
ntion, as it has done infinite Mifchief to the Caufe of
Clrif’'s Religion ; it being in vain to expett the Con-
retfion of Fews, Mabometans, and Heathens, whillt
they are taught to believe, that the Doétrine of three
Perfons and one God, andthe Worthip pra&tifed in
confequence of it, are fundamental Poiats of the Gof-
pelof Cbrift. But if this great Offence was once re-
moved from the Churches of Chriff, we might then
reafonably hope that the Time was drawing on apace,
when, according to the Prophecies of Scripture, the
Gofpel will be preached in its original Purity and Sim-
t‘l/ici(y, among all Nations, and the Kingdoms of this

orld fhall become the Kin%doms of our Lord, and
of his Chriff. Tn that Day fhall there be one Lord, and
his Name ove. Rew. xi. 15. Zeck. xiv. g.

But
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_But let it be always remembered, and deeply im~
printed upon your Hearts, that whillt you are engag”
ed in the godlike Work of removing Corruptions from
the Church of Chriff, you thould think yourfelves uvn-
der the higheft Obligations to live foberly, righteoufly;
and godly, this being the only Teft whereby you can
prove your Sincerity in the Sight of God and Man.
1 make no doubt, but that, if you profefs and practile
according to your Confciences, in religious Matters,
you will be enabled, by God’s Holy Spirit, to conquer
all the Teimptations of the World, the Devil, and the
Flefh, and go on in the uniform Difcharge of every
Chriftian Duty. Value the Word of God, more
efpecially the New Teftament, above all the Trea-
{ures of this lower World. Keep your Eyes conftant-
ly fixed upon that glorious and immortal Life promifed
to God’s faithful Servants. Let it be your Comfort,
Delight, and Joy, to be frequently and fervently ad-
dreffing yourfelves in Prayer to the one fupreme G
and Father of all, in the Name of Cbrift, for-the hca-
venly Affitance of his Holy Spirit. Be zealous in pri-
vate Piety, but negle&t no Opportunity of public Wor-
thip. Let Love and Charity be the ruling Principle
in your Behaviour towards your Fellow Creatures.
Taze all poflible Paios to poffefs your Souls and Bo-
diey-in Purity and Holinefs, as being affured that bardly
any Vices do fo much alienate the Mind from God,
and extinguifh the Holy Spirit, as the Vices of Impu-
rity and Debauchery. Bepatient in every Tribula-
tion. Live in conftant Preparation for your great
Change. To exprefs myfelf in the Language of the
Holy Apoftle, Giviog all Diligence ; add to your
Faith, Virtue ; and to Virtue, Knowledge; and to
Knowledge, Temperance ; and to Temperance, Pa-
tience ; and to Patience, Godlinefs ; and to Godli-
nels, brotberly Kindnefs ; and to brotherly Kindnefs,
Charity. For if thefe Things be in you, and abound,
they make you that ye thall neither be barren, norun-
fruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord Fefus Chrifi.—
Wherefore, Brethren, give Diligence to make your
Calling and EleQion fure : for if ye do thefe Things,

ye
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ye thall never fall: for (o an Entrance fhall be miniftred
uoto you abundantly into  h> everlafting Kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrif. 2 Pu. i. g, 6,
7,-8, 10, at. That the God of Peace awould grant you,
into whofe Hands this Treatife may come, and all
others that name the Name of Chnilt, 70 be /like-1aind-
ed one towards anotber, after the Example of Chrift §e-
Jus : that ye may with owe Mind and one Mouth glorify
God, even the Father of owr Lord Jefus Corift. (Rom.
xv. §, 6.) is the fincere and fervent Prayer of

{
,’ Your faithful Servant,

for. Fefus® Sake,

4 .~ The AUTHOR,

THE



THE

APPENDIX

S fome learned Perfons of late Years have endea-

voured to eftablith the Dorine of three Perfons -

and one God, from fome Words and Expreflions of
the Old Teftament ; it will be proper to confider what
is faid there concerning God

The Dodtrine of one God is maintained and incul-
cated in the plaineft and ftrongeft Terms by the Wri-
ters of the Old Teflament. The Queftion is, whether
one God fignifies one fupreme intelligent Being or Per-
fon ; or, whether it fignifies three coequal Perfons,
united in one Effence or Subflance? In favour of
the former Opinion it is maintained that the whole
Tenor of the Bible, according to the common Ufage
of Language, and - according to common Senfe, fets
forth one intelligent Being or Perfon, one {upreme
Lord and Governor. Hear, O Ifrae/, the Lord our
God is one Lord ; 7am God, and there is none be-
fide me, cannot fairly be interpreted but of one Per-
fon. Wherever the true God is fpoken of, in the Old
Teftament, he is conftantly reprefented by fuch Terms
2s neceffurily denote him to be one Perfan, fuch as be,
bis, bim: and in all the Prayers, Praifes, and Thankf-
givings, directly applied to God in the Old Teftament,
he is always addrefled to by fuch Terms as thefe,Thou,
O God, or Lord ; Thou, O Lord God. Let sny one

but carefully read the Prayer of Solomen, at the folemn.

Dedication of the Temple, 1 Kings viii. and then let
him determine by the Principles of common Senfe,
whether he can poflibly believe that this Prayer is di-
rected to more Perfons than one.  Or let him take a
View of the Pfu/ms, where there are frequent Ad-
drefles made to God, and he canoot help being con-

vinced,
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vinced, that God is conftantly reprefented as one Per-
fon. If be, bisy bim, thou alone, thy, thee, when ap-
plied to God, do not neceflarily point out one Perfon,
the Ufe of Languaiee muft be deftroyed, and the great-
eft Confufion muft be introduced into the facred Writ-
ingy.

g;n favour of the latter Opinion it is urged, that the
Hebrens Word Elobim, which fignifies God, is 2 Noun
plaral, moft commonly joined to a Verb in the fingular
Number, whereby a Plurality of Perfons in the fame
Effence or Subflance was intended to be fet forth ; that
the Hebrews Word Jebovab, which is tranflated Lord,
fignifies the Effence. ' Or, to exprefs this Opinion in
plainer Words, that the Word God, when applied to
the true God, in the Old Teftament, fignifies three
Perfons ; and that the Word Lord fignifies, that thefe
three Perfons are one God. This Opinion is chiefly
founded upon the 26th Verfe of the firft Chapter of
Genefis, And God (namely, Elsbim) faid, Letus make
Man in exr Image, after our Likenefs: and likewife is
confirmed by the z2zd Verfe of the third Chapter, Man
is become like one of «r.

“To this it may be anfivered, that nothing certain
can be concluded from the Hebreaww Word Elobim being
plaral, in favour of a Plurality of Perfons in the God-
head ; becaufe all Languages have Words in the plural
Namber of a fingular Signification. With regard to
Elobim (Gad) it is demonitrably evident, that it fome-
times neceffarily fignifies one Perfon.  Not to mention
many ondoubted Inftances of this, the 6th and 7th
Verfes of the forty-fifth P/a/m, according to the Inter-
pretation of the Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews,
undeniably prove it; for Elokim (God) in the 6th
Verfe is applied to Chrifi ; and Elobim (God) in the
7th Verfe, isapplied to God the Father, as being the
Elobim (or God) of that Perfon who has the Title of
Elobim in the preceding Verfe : and confequently the
Argument drawn from the Ufe of the Word Elobim,
as neceflarily fignifying more Perfons than one, is over-
thrown by the Authority of an infpired Writer,

Again,
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Again, there are feveral Verfesin Danist and Ezrar
written in the Chaldee Language, which is little more
than a Branch of the Hebrew, where the Word Ged

_is frequently ufed with the fame radical Letters as in
the Hebrew, and is always in the fingular Number, or
exprefles one Perfon, when it is ufed of the one true
God. . The Greek Tranflation, which was mad= about
three hundred Years before our Saviour's Time, al-
ways ufes the Word God (Theos) which anfwers to
Elobim in the Hebrew, in the fingular Number, wben
it fignifies the one true God. The fame may be faid
of the Syriac Tranflation, which was made foon after
the Days of the Apoftles, from the Beginning of the
Old to the End of the New Teftament. Out blefled
Lord was fo far from blaming the Feaws for their ufing
the Word Elobim to fignify one Perlon, when applied
to the one true God, that he has exprefly confirmed
that Senfe by his own Authority, Fobn viii. §4. xvii.
3. with many other Paflages to the ame Purpofe. Ac-
cordingly every. Penman of the New Teftament, . from
the Beginning to the End, conftantly ufes the Word
Theos, which anfwers to Elobim in the Hebreaw, in the
fingular Number, or to fignify one Perfon, when it is
uled of the one true God. And who the Perfon in-
tended by God is, appears (not to mentiop feveral
hundred Paffages to the fame Purpofe) from the un-
anfwerable Words of St.' Paul, Though there be that
are cilled Gods, whether in Heaven or in Barth —
But to us there is but one God (Theor or Elobim) the
Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and
one Lord Fe/us Civif, by, or through, whom are all
thing:, and we by him.

With regard to Gen. i. 26. and ii. zz. I thiok,
with Submiffion to the learned Defenders of this
Scheme, that though we could not give a tolerable Ac-
count of two or three obfcure Exprellions, yet it would
by no means follow, that we fhould give up the plain-
¢it and firongeft Evidences on the other Side. 1f this
‘were the Cafe, that plain Things fhould be determie-
ed by doubtful and obfcure Paﬂgges, it would be abfo-
lutely impoffible to underftand the certain Meaning of

aoy
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any Book in the World. But even thisis not'the Cafe in
the prefent Queftion. In the New Teftament it is ex-
prefly declared that God created all Things by 7efus
Cbrift, and therefore it may probably be prefumed
that God Almighty is here reprefented as fpeaking to
bis Son, whom he employed as an inferior [nftrument
i the Creation; and confequently the Exprefions of
we, our, us, are accounted for, without admitting a
Plurality of Perfons in the Godhead.

But 1t is ftill urged, that the Expreflion, /e ur, na-
turally implies an Equality in the Perfoas. The Weak-
nefs of this Argument will appear at Sight in other
Inftances. Jfasah i. 18. Come now, and /et us rea-
fon together, faith the Lord ; Though your Sios be
as Scarlet, they fhall be white as Snow. If this
Form of Expreflion neceflarily puts the Children of /-
rael upon an Equality with God, then we may allow
feme Force in this Argument. thing, therefore,
can be more unreafonable, than to found an important
Dettrine upon fuch Expreflions as thefe,

AN
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