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' S ‘the Subje&t of the following Treatife is of
A great Importance in Religion, the Author pro-
feffes 16 have carefully examined it by a fin-
cere Study of the whole Scripture relating to it, and
tohave done his beft to adapt it to the Capacities of
wmmon Chriftians, for whofe Ufe it is intended. He
agnot prevail upon himfelf to make any Apology to
the Public for propofing to the Examination of Chri-
fita People a Point of religious Profeflion. and Wor-
fip, wherein they are as muchconcerned as the Great
#nd Learned ; only he hopes he has taken Care to give
19 juk Caufe of Offence, by the Maaner in which it
tdone, The Appeal is made to the common Senfe of
Wl Chriftian People, and they are often exhorted to
form their Judgment upon the Pritciples of common
Seofe. - This is not defigned as o Reflexion upon any
Worthy end fincere Perfons, as if -thofe.who held the
Scheme here oppofed were wanting io. theif, Under-
fandings: the Authorbeing fenfible that they adhere
© it as 8 Myftery found im Seriptare, and fo exprefs a
- ¢ for it upon that Account. = But whether it
be fo or not, all Chriftians have a Right to look into
Seripture themfelves,” and judge according to Evi-
dence, thiongh (ome very worthy Perfons may think
that the People muft depend upon the Determination
of the Learned 1 this particalar Point.
_ The Aathor prefeflcs himfelf obliged to the Labours
‘f feveral Learned Men, in drawing up the following
Treatife ; more Eanicularly, the two large Collettions
of Texts are- taken' from the immortal Dr. Carke's
Az Scripture



(iv)
Scripture Dolrine of the Trinity, a moft excelleat Book,
that has been in the Hands of the Eearoed thefe for
ty Years: as it contains all the Texts of the New
Teflament relating to this Doétrine, he thinks it high-
ly neceffary that the moft confidesable Part of them
ould be fet forth to the View and Examination of
common Chriftians, which ‘he cannot find hasyet beed
done. "
By confidering the Subjet in every Light, the Au-
thor humbly prefumes that the whole Controverfy
may be seduced to a very narrow Compafs; to a pltin
Matter of Fa&, of which common Chriftians may, be
as good Judges as the Learned. . Upon this  Fogting
(in order to prevent needlefs Controverly) it is recom-
mended to the ferious Confideration of the fincereand
learned Defenders of the Athanafian Scheme, to give
a clear and diftin& Anfwer to the Obfervations made
upon the Colleflion of Texts, where the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghoft arc mentioned together, which have
an immediate Reference  to Chriftian Profeflion : asd
then to give adireét Anfwer to the Obfervations made
spon the Colletion of Texts relating to rdigip_q_g_1
Worthp, which he thinks entirely depead upon a plaia
Marter of Faét; and therefore, if he be miftaken, he
may be eafily fhewn to be fo in the Compafs of a few
Pages.  If aclear Anfwer be given to thefe two ef-
fential Points, the'Author folemaly profefles, as what
he muft anfwer for, at the Day of Judgment, thatb
will fairly and openly acknowledge himfelf, as a Per-
fon who has endeavoured, through a miftaken, judg-
ment, to miflead Chriftian People in an importa:
Article of Faith and Pra&tice. But if this be not done,
then it is recommended to the Confciences of
Learned, that they would not take apy Steps to pre-
vent Chriftian People from feeiog the Truth as at 1
in Fefus ; but rather promote {o good 2 Caufe, as be-
ing affured that they moft ftand at Cérift's ‘Tribun:
firippcd of all worldly Honours, Digoities, and Pre-
-ferments ; at which folemn Time pothing will be ol
any Account, but what they have done according ¢
the tri& Rules of Chriftian Simplicity and Integriry}1
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:{  Contained in the following Treatife.
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HE Right and Duty Af Chrifiian People to judge
. Jor themfelues in Matters of Religion, proved
 explained, Page 1.
ge of the Athanafian Creed not found in
Sk . 5

ofe flated in two important Queflions, Whether
be one God be the Father only ; or whether the one
3sdbe Fatber, Son, and Holy Ghoff. In confequence
"this, Whether it is our Duty, o5 Chriflians, to di-
our Worfbip to one fupreme God and Father of
Wy in the Name of Chritt, for the dfifance of the
doly Spirit ; and admitting the Worfbip of Chrift,
- whether it it our Duty, as Chrifiians, to invoke bim
8 o1 Mediator 1o the Glory of God the Fatber? Or,
i' - Whetber awe fhould pray to the Fatber as God, the
‘Wif God, and the Holy Ghofl as God ; and then to
.‘ﬂ' befe three Perfons as one God ? Page 7, &c.
B3 me of one God' delivered in Scripture in the
TP# and firongeft Terms. 8, &c.
Tbs one Gad exprefly declared to be the Fatber only. ‘I'bg'
e
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Tiv Buidence produced avith regard so the firft Queflion,
: lo%ﬂu gfc'g'c' r"‘"g['g}eg{,‘B;, Dbfervations spon

: exts 9] ew Teflamant relating to.religious
“Workip, 84. That God the Futber is the only fu-
y;m 5?3.‘{ r'z}lfgfaul ’_’Vprﬁg, 96.  The glj'(-
. nuace bepwoen the ,”’ar/_ﬁi) of the /d and New Tefta-
mat

. g6, &c.
eve ore fome fo I_y_fuc!r.r of dire@ dddrefflesmade to
b ‘{’{lﬂﬁ:qa flamens ; there is Glory diseltly

er o bim ety 101

g

11 Infance to be found in Scripture, either by Precept or
Example, of imveking the HoI} Spirit in Prayer or
Praife : there is mo Glory aferibed to bim : awbat has
bmurged to the contrary, confidered 101, &c.

Nofort of dppearance of any Worfbip paid to three Per-
fons and one God in Scripture, 104. This urged as
& Argmment to prove the Fulfsaod of the Athanafian

olirime 104
Tbe Argument of learned Men, dranwn from the Article
of ”{rﬁip, confidered 104

Tbe true Chriflian Worfhip fettled by the exprefs Autho-
therity of Chritt and bis Apofiles ; and the Athanafian
Werbip prowed to beswwomg by the fame Authoriry,

Lol e 107

Upon Suppofitio jas People are convinced of

tbe Falood Athanaian Do&rine and Wor.

their Rig ]  eXplained 115
T%’Zq of the Gwr%é‘:é Church uta‘ﬁwxallyI fg

43 carneft Exbortation to all Chrifiian People to live
according to the Laws of Chrift : wbat Virtue Chri-
Jians fould exercife ina more particular Manner :
thir comfirmed by the Bekaviour of the firft Chrifiians,
in the baft and pureft Ages : this wurged as an unan-
Jawerable Argument of the Truth of Chriftianity 127

Tt maf? ﬂan/fblc Grounds for Infidelity bave been oc-

" cafioned by the corrupt Dodirines and Pradices intro-
duced fince the Time of Conftantine the firft Chriftian

mperor - Popery at laft tj)ableea’ : this an Argu.
emt of the Truth of Scripture, becaufe fo charly pro-
- B phefied
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phefied of = the Reformation gave a Check to Poprz 5

but religions Liberty nat underfiood 2ill anitbin thefs

Sfixty Years: the Happinefi awe enjoy under the pre-
Jent Fasmily Page 130
The Gowernors of the Church bave bees addreffed te, to
make Alterations in the Common Prayer Bosk : nome of
greater Confequence than the Subjedt of the fallowing
Treatife 133
The awbole concluded with a folomn Exbortation to Chri-
fian People to be exsmplary in their Lives and ABioms
134
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To CuristiaN Prorre of all

DeNoMINATIONS,

And more particularly,
The MeEm B E RS Of the

CourcH of ENGLAND,

The dutbor of the following Treatife beartily wifberh
Gracs, Mercy and Peace from Goo exr Father, and
Jrom the Lok D Jesvs CarisT.

My diar Chriftian Readers,

§ I propofe appealing to your common Senfe,
with regard to an_important Point of Faith

and Worfhip impofed upon your Confciences

by Chusch Authority, I.think itnot improper to pre-
wife 2 few Obfervations, in order to convince you of
your Right and Duty to-examine and judge for your-
dses io Matters of Religion; which indeed is fo
very plain, chat one would think no Proteflant could
allit in Queflion. Bot notwithftanding 'this, many
of the Wife and Learned talk and write in
a Way, as if common Chriftians were abfo-
lately to depend upon the Determination of the Leatn-
o, as not being fufficiently qualified to judge for
themfelves. ~ Points indeed of mere Learning, muft
be confined to the Learned : you cannet form a Judg-
B meat
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ment about them, becaufe the Evidence on which
they depend, lies out of your Way.-~ But-I am-now

fpeaking of the Doftrines of the Golpel, which were _

defigned for Perfons of all Capacities; and confe-
quently muft be fuppofed, unlefs we will char e Al-
mighty God with dealing unfaicly with his Creatures,
to be delivered fo plainly, that all Perfons of com-
mon Senfe may be qualified- to underfland what the
Lord'requires of them. ; .

‘The firft Preachers of the Gofpel were fo far from
difcouraging the firiételt Enquiries -into their Preten-
fions, that they earneftly encouraged their Hearers to
examine the Evidence that was offered them, and ex-
petted to be regarded no farther in what they preach-
¢d, than as they proved their Point by Force of Ar-
gument. ;\What a noble CharaQler is given the Be-
réans, betaufe they fearched the Scriptures; “that'ie,
the Prophecies of the Old Teftament, as being Feu,
whether what the Apoftles had reported from them
was true ! A& xvii. 10, t1. When St. Paul preach-
ed to the Gentiles or Heathens, who had never heard
of the Old Tellament, he does not refer them to the
Prophets, but appeals toa plain Matter of Fa&, about
which they might enquire. He does not expe& to
be believed upon his own Word, that God will judge
Mankind by Fefus Chrifl, but only as they thould find
it true upon Kxamination, tbat he had raifed him from
the Dead, A&; xvii. 31. ° )

When Chriflians increafed, and Churches “were
planted in feveral Places, St. Paw/ exhorts the Chri-
itians, to-whom he dire€ted his Epittles, to prove all
Things, and hold fait that which is good ; 10 judge
what he faid, as Perfons endued with Underftanding,
1 Theffowi as.’ 1 Cor.x, 15, St. Perer likewife in
very clear, even with segard to Chriftianity  idelf =
Be always ready to give an Anfwer to every one that
afketh you a Reafon of the Hope that s in yov, 1 Pet.
iii. 15. which neceflarily implies, that the Chriftian
Religion is a-reafonable Inftitution, founded upon the
beft %vidcncc; and that it is the Duty of ail Chri-
Lians to enquire into the Proofs which fupport it, and

care-
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carefully retain in their Minds: the Groaads on which
their is buile.

This Conduét of the Apoﬂlcs was exaltly agree-
able to that of ourblefled Lord, who. conftantly ap-
pealed to his mighty Works, as the Evideace of his

divine Commiffion 3 and never required of any to ac-

pr-: as the Chrift, or a Perfon fent from

his Credcnml~ He plainly

‘nhtd, that thofe who rejected him were inexcuf-

-able, becaufe they withftood the ﬂrongcﬁ Evidence
that could be given them.

As it was andeniably the Right of all Perfons to

for themfelves in religious Matters, when the
ﬁd“ﬁﬂ preached to the World; fo it mult
equally fo ac all other Times : It muft be the
d'zhl.u'y as well as: Clergy, the People as
Paftors, to conlider aod- compare all Doétrines
Wh the greateit Authority upoo Easth, with
the written Word of God; which all Proteftants al-
fow and contend, is the onoly Rule of Faith and
Pradlice.

_ Our Anceftors, about two hundred Years a o,
m the grievous Yoke of Popith Tyranny,
perftition and Idolatry, and, in general, afferted the

Rights of Men and Chriftians.  Accordingly
m:d by our Church, in her fixth Article, chat
= Scnpxure conmncth all Things neceﬂ'ary to

s So that whatfoever is not read therein,
00r may be proved thereby, is not to be required of
Man, that it thould be believed  as an Article of

- or be thought requifite ‘or neceflary to Salva-
‘The Church therefore, if the be confiftent with

folemn Declaration, cannot but allow all her

to examine her Decifions by the Word of
and form their Sentiments of Religion by that
s which the hesfelf hath pronounced to be the
one, to which all her Doétrines muft be referred.
put derogating from the Charaéter of thofe ex-
Men who compiled our Liturgy, and framed
of Religion, it may fairly be prefumed, that

n-&rme jult come ¢l>3ut of the grofs Co:rnyuoo}
o
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of Popery, they did not fee the whole Trath, as it is
in Fefus: and we fhall be abfolutely inexcufable, if
we put all their Decrees upon the fame Footing with
the Word of God, and argue from them as if they
were the infallible DiQtates of the Holy Spirit.

Havin I’mmifed thefe Obfervations, in order to
affert and vindicate your undoubted Rights of a free
and impartial Examination of religious Matters ; I
fhall now beg Leave to appeal to your common Senfe,
with regard to an important Poiot, wherein the Ho-
nour of God, and the Worthip we owe Him,  are
deeply concerned.

I do not pretend to write for the Learned ; the
Affair has been debated among them thefe forty Years,
and every Thing that can be faid on both Sides has
been urged by the contending Parties. And altho’ it
be confideatly reported, not without Grounds, by
thofe who know the World, that great Numbers of
the Learned have changed their Sentiments -fince the
Controverfy began, yet they feem inclined to keep it
as a Secret among themfelves; very few have made
open Profeflions, and nothing has yet been attempted
by the Governors of the Church, to reform what has
been judged amifs: And' therefore 1 think it high
Time to apply to you in a Caufe, that concerns you
as much as your Betters, as being convinced by Ex-
perience, that you are capable of difcerning the
‘Truth by common Reafon, as well as the Wife, Great
and Leasned, when the Evidence i fairly laid before
you. I will make ufe of no Arguments, but what
you may, with a moderate Degree of Attention, us-
derftand, and what I think well adapted “to produce
Convition in your Minds; withour employing .any
Arts whaifoever, unbecoming the Churatier of a fin-
cere Chriftian, who profcfleth to writeswith no other
View, but to promote the Glory of the One Sapreme
Gop; the Honour of Chrift’s Religion, as'it was left
by himfelf and his Apoftles ; and the Propagation of
it pure and vnmixed throughout the World. PUREY
ThedthanafianCreed, whichi: appointed to be read
<on fome remarkable Days, is fuppofed, by the Compiless

of
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of oor Liturgy, to contain a true Explication of the
Doltrine of the Trinity ; which vot only appears from
the Words of the Creed itfelf, bat likewife
from other Parts of the Liturgy, whercin the
fame Doétrine hg.lhc;ei:\plied or exprefled ; more
particalarly in inning of the Litany, it is
made a Part of our folemo Worthip. By the Creed
you are to believe, that the Father is God,
the Son is and the Holy Gboft is God: and
thefe Three are One God.  In confequence of which
Belief, you are tanght to pray to the Father as God, the
Son as God . and the Holy Ghoft as God; and then
w0 the Three Perfons as being one God. It is agreed
onall Sides, that this Do&n{ne and Way of Worhip
founded upon it, are Matter of meer Revelation, not de-
nived from the Principles of Reafon, but owe all
ity to the Word of God: And there-
fore yoor Right acd Duty, if you would be
seafonable Believers, to examine and com-
e this Dofirine, and Way of Worfhip, with the
and exprefs Determioation of Chrift and his
o Let the New Teftament and. your Com-
mon Prayer-Book lie. open before you, and diligentiy
the Decrees of fallible Men, with the infallible

of God.
 'What L would firft obferve, and refer to your Judg-
ment, i, that the Dottrice of the Trinity, as fet forch
in the Atbamafian Creed, .is pot delivered in the
Words of Scripture: There are no fuch Propofitions
0 be foond in the Declarations of Chrilt and his
. This is a Matter of Fa&, that you are as
able of judging about as the Learned : It is but
- over the %ﬂew Teftament with an ordinary
‘of Attention, and you may eally determiae,
that the Language of the Arbanafian Creed does not
' _in thofe facred Books. Where do you read
he Catholick Faith is, that we fhould worfhip
one God in Trivity, and Trinity in Unity 2 That
- the Godhead of the Father, and of the Son, and of
Mkblry Ghott, is all- One, the Glory equal, the
Majefly co-ctemal : the Father ecernal, . the Son eter-
\ B3 nal,
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nal, and the Holy Ghott eternal: ‘and yet 'they are
vot three Eternals, but one Etersal. That in this
Trinity, none is afore or after other; none is greater
or lefs than another ; but the whole three Perfons are
co-eternal together, and co-equal. T'hat it is necef-
fary to everlafting Salvation, that 'we alfo believe
rightly the Incarnation of our Lord Fefus Cbrif i for
the right Faith js, that our Lord  Fe/as Chsiff is peg-
fe® God, and perfe@t Man, of a reafonable Soul,
and human Fleth (ubfiting : equal to' the Father as
touching his Godhead, and inferior to the Father as
touchirg his Manhood. Where, I fay, do you read
any fuch Propofitions in any Part of the facred Wiit-
ings?  As they are undeniably the Words of Men,
you have a Right to'demand a good Account given of
them, before you receive fuch myftericus Propofitions
as Articles of Faith.  Doubtlefs all fincere Chriftians
are indifpenfibly bound to receive, with the profound-
eft Reverence, Dcétrines exprefsly sevealed in ‘the
Word of God, tho' they may zppear very furprifing
to our fhallow Underftandings : But at the fame time
you ought o take particular Care, ¢hat you do' not
embrace the Inventions of Men, inflead of the Myfte=
ries. of God. That this has been frequently the
Cafe, is notoricus in the grofs Corruptions of Popery,
which could never have been fwallowed down, in De-
fisnce to common Seafe and Reafon, if they bad not
been flrongly recommended as Sacred and Divige.

In a Word, your Bufinefs is to determine your
Faith and Prallice by the exprefs Declarations of
Chrift and his Apoftles. No' Proteftant can, confift-
ently with acknowledging the Scripture as the ‘only
Rule, charge you ‘with the lealt Prefumption, for
bringing Decrees not found there to the Teft of a raa
tional Enquiry. = On the contrary, every true Prote:
ftant woflt commend you, for that valuable Tempes
ef Mind that difpofes you to fearchthe Word of Ged,
whether the Ditates of Men have any Foundation
there. Loty -
And that you may be enabled to form a right
Judgment in this important Caufe, . it will be neceffary

{0
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t flate the Cafe. The Queftion is this : Whether
the Oxg Gop (which may be proved from Reafon, as
well'as Scriptare ; all Natore cries aload that God is
Dne) fignifics one fupreme intelligent Agent or Per-
o _*,-" fupreme Lord and Governor; or whether it
' Mwﬂ and intelligent Agents or Per-
ived ir ‘Effence or Subftance 7 'Or toex-
g"! in other plainer Terms; Whether the One
figuifies the Father alone, or whether the One
God fignifies Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft? In con-
fequence of this, there naturally arifeth another Que-
ftion, Whether we thonld direct our religious Worfhip
to the One God and Father of all, in the Name and
thro’ the Mediation of Fe¢/us Chriff, for the Heaven-
‘of the Holy ‘Spirit ? and, admitting the
_ of Chrift, whether it be inferior and mediato-
rial, r g to'the Glory'of God the Father; or
" it is our Duty, ‘as Chriftians, to pray to the
] God, to the Son as God, and 10 the Holy
Ghoft as God, and then to thefe Three Perfons as being
Oae God, according to the Form particularly pre-
fcribed in our Litasy, acd implicd in many other Pal-

) the true State of the Cafe: and as the Ho-

vour of God, and our religious Prailice are deeply af-
fefled by it, it muft be th ‘a Point-of great fm r-
tance.  And that you may beable to determineit to
: ion, I'fhull lay before you, as plainly as I
can, the exprefs Declarations of Chritt and his Apo-
files, awvith Remarks upon them, - * - ]

ol sl begin with' obferving, that the Dotrine of
‘One God is‘delivered and “inculcated “in the ¢learcit
‘and ftrongell! Light, 'fo thatao poffinle Doubt'can be
made of uﬁs‘g-:%ad Principle of Natural ‘and Reveal-
ed Religion. And remarkable "1, that the whole
Chriftian World, though they are fo much divided in
their Sentiments, and give fuch Variety of Explica-
tions  oftithe Trinity, uniformly agree in this impor.
tanetPaint ;¢ Every Chriftian profeffes: 1o believe in

Dl ameany Mi
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But notwithftanding this univerfal Confent, it may
oot be improper to fet down fome decifive Texts re-
lating to this Do&rine. Mattb. xix. 16, 17. And behold
one came and faid unto him, Good Mafter, what good
Thing fhall I do, that I may bave eternal Life ?
Arnd he faid unto him, why calleft thou me good ?

there is none good but ome, thac is, God . ewmmMas 4

xii, 28. 29. 30. 3). 32. 33. 34. One of the
Scribes afked bim, which is the firit Commandment
of all? And Fefus anfwered him, The fart of all
the Commandments is, Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our
God isone Lord ; and thou fhak Jove the Lord thy
‘God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Miad, and
with all thy Strength: this is the it Commandmeniz,
and the fecond is ?nke, namely this, Thou fhalt love:
thy Neighbour as thyfelf ;. there is none other Com=
mandmeat greater than thefe,  And the Scribe faid,
unto him, Well, Mafter, thou hait faid the Truth 3
for there is one God, and there is none other bucHe. s
And to love him with all the Heart, and with all the
Undentanding, and with all the Soul, and with-all
the Scrength ;, and to love bis. Neighbour. as himfelf,,
is more than whole Burnt-Offerings. and Sacrifices.)
And when 7e¢/us faw that he anfwered difcreetly, he

faid unto him, thou art not far from the Kingdom. of:
God. Rom. iii. 39. 3o+ Is he the God of the:
Fews only 2 is be not alfo of the Gemriles 7 feeing at;
18 one God which fhall juflify the Circomcifion by:
Faith, and the Uncircumcifion thro’ Faith. 1 Cer.

viii. 4.'15. There is none other God but one. 1 Tim..
ii. 5. There is one God. Fames ii. 19, Thon be.

lieveft that there is one God, thou doft well. From
thefe Texts, and many others that might be collected,
you may fix upon this as a Principle never to be de--
parted from, that God is Ons.

Be pleafed to turn to the feventeenth Chapter of
St. Fobn’s Gofpel, and carefully attend to thatfolemn
Prayer addrefled to God by our blefled Saviour, Verf.
1, 2, 3; Jefus lift up his Eyes to Heaven, aod faid,
Father, the Hour is come ; glorify thy Soo, that: thy.
Son alfo may glorify thee. As thou haft gi'uez;, him

2 ower
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Pawer over all Fleth, that he thould give eternal Life:
to a5 many as thou haft giwes him. And this is Life
eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true
God, and Fifus Chrift, whom Tbou hafl fent.
Let the Words fpeak for themfelves, and you may
learn, that the Father is declared by our Lord
himfelf to be the only true God, as contradiftinguith-
edfrom Fefus Chrifi. This Declaration fhould be
| asof the greateft Importance ; becaufe our
Savioor profefles to fec forth, in the moft folemn man-
ner, the true Notion of Almighty God ; on the right
Koowledge of whom, the extraordinary Favour of
eternal Life chiefly depends : And therefore you may
be well affured, that the kind Inftru@or of Human
Rice would, upon fuch a weighty Occafion, deliver
the trae Do&lrine with the utmoft Plainnefs. But up-
on Suppofition, ‘that the Atbanafian Dottrine of three
Perfons and one God, be the Do&rine of Scripture,
this Declaration of our Saviour muft be thought abfo-
lutely falfe, as there are two Perfons left out in his
Defeription.  If the-Son and Holy Ghoft have an
equal Ticle to the Godhead with the Father, it can-
ot be true that the Father is the only true God. But
oar Saviour has made this folemn Declaration in fuch
Words, as areincapable of any other Interpretation,
withoot nice and {ubtle Diftin&tions, that are beyond:
the reach of unlearned People ; to whom, aed for
whofe Ufe, the Gofpel was preached, as well as the
Wife and Learned. And therefore I fhall not trouble:
you wich all the Subtilties that learned Men bave in-
vented, to make this Defcription of our Saviour con-
fiflent with the common Dottrine ; but fhall refer it to:
your Judgment, whether you can poflibly entertain
any other Thoughts of this folemn Addrefs of ouvr
Lord to Almighty God,. than that the Bather is the
ly troe God.
et St. Pasl's Defcription of God be next propofed
to your Confideration ; 1 Cor. viii. 5. 6. Tho' there
be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven, or in
Earth, (as there be Gods many and Lords many)
but to us there is but One Gop, the Fatnew, of
: K - whom
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whom are all Things, and one Lerd Je/fas, Chrifiy by
whom are all Things. q
St. Pau/ profefles in thefe Words to fet forth to
Chriftians, not only that God is One, but likewife
who the One God is ; and explains to us as clearly
as pofiible, that-he is o other. Perfon, Agent or Be-
ing than the Father. To us there is but One God,
the Father. - Do but compare this Declaration of St,
Pawl, with the Do&rine delivered in the Atbanafias
Creed : There you are taught to believe, that the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghott are one God. . St. Paus
jeclear and exprefs, that the one God is, the Father,
as diftinguithed from the -one Lord Fefus Chrifl, who
is exprefsly faid to be made Lord by Almighty God;
fee Ads ii. 36. 1f the Arhanafian Dodtrine be, true,
St. Paul has given us a very imperfe@, or sather falfe,
Defcription of Almighty God, the Son and Holy Spi-
rit being lefc out, who, according. to the drbanafiun
Account, are equally enticled to the Godhead. Thele
two Defcriptions are abfolutely inconfiftent with each
other; fo that you mufl either give up St. Paul's, of
the Athanafian.

It will be proper to add to this, another Paflage of
the fame St. Paul, wherein he clearly and diflin&tly
defcribes the. one, God, one Lord,, and .one Spirit.
Epb. iv. 4, 55 6.« There isione Body and one Spi-
rit, even as ye are called io one Hope of your Call-
ing ; one Lord, one Frith, one Baptifm, one Goo
ard Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all.

_ Here the God and Father of all is exprefily. de:
clared to be one asd. the fame Perfon, -as diftinguifhed
fiom the one Lord, and one Spirit. It is impoflible for
you, without the Comments of learned Men, to mil-
underfand fuch plain and diftic Expreflions.. The
Apoftle having mentioned one Body, oane Spirit, one
Hope of -your Calling, one Lord, one Faub, one
Raptifm, adds with great Prapricty, as the Head an_d
Top.of all, ove Goo and FaTuew of all, who 18

abave all, and thro'.all, and in you all; who can be 8

8o other Perfon or Being than the Father of our Lord

oo
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Jo/as Chriflyswho in other Paflages jis iled the God

aod Father of our Lerd) Fefus Cbrl:{ § 20t :

..} maitinow: beg you-to take aiRewieyw of the Atha-
ssfien Trinity, ard eximioe it by the [Triity of St:
Pasl. Lo the Arhanafiax Creed you are re vired to
believe,: that the Father is God, the Sonis God;and
the Haly  Ghoft is God 5 and _yet they are mat thres
Geds, bat one God. On the other Hand, St. Paulex-
prekly didtiniguitheth _the .one Spirit, ;and one Lord,
from the one God: and Father of all; and by,men-
K’Lopj;lg other | Things -between, namely, one Faith,
one Baptifm, he makes the Diftinction fill more re-
markable : {o that, according to the Atbanafian Ac-
coant, Father, Sop, and Holy Ghoft ate the -one
God ; but, according to-St. Paul, the Father only is
the ose God. TheFe are Declarations direlily oppo-
fite 1o each other, and cannot poffibly be reconciled.
1f St Pawd had writ in this Manner ; One Spirit, one
Lord, one Father, which threc are the one God, the
Atbanafian Trinity would bave been confiftent with
St. Pazl's. Butas the Text Rands, the plain Queftis
oa is, whether the Authority of St. Paxl/, or of the
Athaxafian Creed, fhould be more regarded ?

§ fhall now . produce another Declaration of the

fame St. Paxl; 1. Cor. Xiic 4, 5, 6. Now there are
Diverfities of Gifts, but the fame Spiiit; and there
are Differences of Adminiftration, but the fame Lord;
and there are Diverfities of Operations, but it is the
fame God which worketh all inall.
_ In thefe Words, the fame God, undeniably means
the one God and Father of all, as diftinguifhed from
the fame . Lord, namely, Feus Chrifi; (fee Verl. 3.)
and from the fame Spirit, agreeably to what was laft
qeoted from his Lpiftle (o the Epbefians. - 1t evident-
ly appears, that God does not fignify Father, Sony
and Holy Ghoft, but the Father only. . Ged, Lord,
Spirit, cannot poflibly admit of any other Interpse-

You can fcarce read a Page in the New Teftament,

- where you may not obferve Initances of the Word,
B 6 God,

S |
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God, neceflarily figuifying the Father only. 1 fhail
fele& a few for your Confideration. {14

Fobn vi. 45, 46. It is written in the Prophets; And
they fhall be all taught of God. Every Man there-
fore that hath heard and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me. Not that any Man bath feen the
Father, fave he which is of God, he hath feen the
Father.

Fobn viii. 54. Feo/us anfwered, if I honour'my-
felf, my Honour is nothing : it is my Father that
honoureth me, of whom ye fay, that be is your
God. :
Fobn xiii. 3. Fefus knowing that the Father had
given all Things into his Hands, and that he was
come from God, and went to God =, i

{l;bn xiv. 1, 2. Ye believe in God, believe alfo
in Me. Inmy Father's Houfe are many Manfions. -

Fobn xvi. 27. 28. 30. The Father himfelf loveth
you, becaufeye have believed that I came out from God.
I came forth from the Father.— Thot cameit forth
from God. g

Fobn xx. 17. I alcend unto my Father, and your
Father, to my God and your God.

Afs x. 38. God anointed TFefus of Nazareth with
the Holy Ghoft, and with Power — for God was
with him.

A& xvii. 30. God hath appointed' a Day, in the
which he will judge the World,—by that Man' whom
be hath ordained. :

- Rom. i. 7. Grace be with you, and Peace from
God the Father, and the Lord F¢/us Cbrif.  Thisis
the ufual Salutation of St. Pas/, in the beginning of
<very Epifile.

Rom. v. 1. We have Peace with God, thro® our
Lord Fefus Ghrift.

Rom. x. g. If thou thalt confefs with thy Mouth
the Lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in thine Heart that
God hath raifed him from the Dead, thou fhalt be
faved,

Rom. xvi. 27. ToGod only wife be Glory, thro"

efus Chrifi, for ever.
Jefus Coriff o

b o N
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1 Cer. i 4.1 thank my God always on your Be-
half, for the Grace 'of God which is given you by
Johs Chrift our Lord. .

1 Gor. xv. §7. Thaoks be to God, which giveth
u the Viflory thro® our Lord Fefus Chrift.

4 Tim. v. 21, Icharge thee before God, and the
Lord Jufus Chrift,—that thou obferve thefe Things.

i fim. vi. 13. I give thee Charge in the Sight of
God, who quickeneth all Things, and before Cirig .
Jofai, who before Pontins Pilate witeefled a good
CooefBon.

00 .

Tie. iii. 6. God thed on us the Holy Ghoft aban-
dandy, thro® Fefus Cbrift our Saviour.

I forbear to produce vaft Numbers of Texts to the
fime parpofe, all which neceflarily confine the Word
God o the Perfon of the Father only: and to ima-
Jm‘it otherwife, ‘would introduce fuch grofs Con-

io the facred Writings, as muft render them ab-
flately undit for the Inftruction of Common Chriftians,
for whofe Ufe they were chicfly defigned.

It may not be improper to add, that there are in the
New TeRament a great Number of Paffages which
defcribe the Father with very'high and peculiar Titles,
and ditinguith him in a fill more remarkable Man-
ser from Chrift and the Holy Spirit : The more no-
ble of thefe Titles are, Lord of Heaven and Earth,
Matth. xi. 25. Supreme or Moft High, Markv. 7.
Lsdei. 32.35. 76. The invifible God, whom no Man
bath feen, nor cao fee, Col. i. 15. 1 Tim. vi. 16. Jobn
i 18, The livingand true God, v Thef.i. 9. 1 Tim. iit.
1¢.iv. 10. The Losd Almighty, Supreme over all,
Rrv. i. 4. God that fat on the Threne, Rew. xix. 4.
The Head of Chrilt, 1 Cor.xi. 3.

Admitting that three Peefons and one God be a
Seripture Do@rine, and that the Son and Holy Spirie
kave an equal Title to the Godhead with the Father ;
\tis impofible to account for the Language that roas
thro' every part of the New Teftament, which feems
firongly to inculcato to every attentive Reader that God
is fo far from being three Perfons, that he is no-other
Pesfon, Agent or Being, than the Fatber of our Lord
£ .

T dfur
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Fefus Chrifi. Let me recommend it to your ferious Con-
fideration whether you can really think that it was the
Defign of the Apofiles to eftablith the Belict of Father,
Son, and Holy Ghoft being one God,-wben they ex~
prefsly declare in fome Paflages, that the one God is
the Father only; and.the fame Doctrine is neceflarily
implied io great Numbers of others, thro’ every Part
of the New Teftament. - Add.to.all this, that the Fa-
ther is often defcribed as abfolutely Supreme, the God
of all, the Son aed Holy Spirit-not. excepied., If the
Apoftles, who were infpired with the Spirit..0of Ged,
intended their Writings for the Beaefic and Inftru&tion
of Mankind, they could never be conceived to write in
fuch an imperfeét Manner of the blefled God, as to leave
out of their Defcription two Perfons equally divine with
the Father, and reprefent one Perfon only, namely, the
Father, as being the moft, high God. :

And that I might give you farther Satisfaction in this
greatPoint, I will confider it in another Light, by feleé-
g fome few Paffages as a Specimen of the reft: from
whence it will plaly appear, how impoffible it is to
reconcile the Doétrine of three Perfons and one God,
with the plain Declarations of Chrift and his Apofties.
If the Word God, as it is generally applied in the New
Teftament, does not fignity the Perfon of the Father,
but likewife the Son.and Holy Spirit, it makes the
Senfe {o harth and difagreeable, as really fhocks one to
repeat it. Fobniii. 16. God {o loved the World, thaghe
gave his only begotten Son, and fo forth : that is, Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft fo loved the World, that e
gave the Son. —Verfe 17. God fent not his Son into
the World 10 condemn che World : that is, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghoft fent not 4is Son to condemn the World,
A5 x. 38. God anointed 7e¢fus of Nagareth with the
Holy Ghott: that s, Fnther,H']z/w. and the Holy
Ghoft anointed Fefus with the Holy Ghott. Tie. iii..6,
God (hed on us the Holy Gboft abundantly, through
Je¢/us Chrif? our Saviour: that is, Father, Fefus Chrufi,
and the Holy Ghoft fhed on us the Holy Gholt, through
Tefus-Chrifl. '

Thefe
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Thefe Inftances are fufficient to demonttrate the Ab-
fardity of fuch an Interpretation of the New.Teftament,
a5 would make grofs Nonfenfe of feveral hundred. Paf-
fages. If you cannot think that the facrcd Writers
could poflibly intend fo thocking a Senfe, you muft be
convinced that theone Gog is no other Perfon or Being,
than the Father of our Lord Fefus Chrift.

Thus far we have proceeded upon fure and certain
Grounds. That God is one, is the clear and diftinét
Voice of Reafon and Scripture ; and that the one God
1s the Father only, is the exprefs Do&rine of Chrift and
his Apoftles.  Three Perfons, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghoft, and one God, as determined in the Athanafian
Creed, does not appear to be revealed in Scripture, but
has no better Foundation than the Authority of Man,

To the one fupreme God and Father of all, be af-
cribed all poffible Honour, by Men and Angels, for
ever and ever.

I hall now give you a View of what is exprefsly dee
livered ia the New Teltament concerning our blefled
Saviour and the Holy Spirit, from whence you will be
enabled to determine this important Caufe with greater
Exa@nef:, aud fectle your Faith upon the Foundation of
Chrifft and his Apoftles. My dear Chriftian Readers,
do bat- ferioufly weigh and compare the following
Paffages :

When our Savioar had delivered the beft Difcourfe
that ever appeared among the Sons of Men, towards
the Conclufion, he thus fpeaks of himfe!f and the Fa-
ther, Mat. vii. 25, Not every one that faith unto me,
Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven,
bat he that doth the Will of my Father, which is in
Heaven.

Thefe Words naturally fignify, that the Father is the
ficd and original Author of our Salvation, and that our
Saviour refers every Thing to his Honour and Glory 3
and therefore he cannot be fuppoled of equal Dignity
and Authority with his Heavealy Father. This is
the exprefs Dottrine of Chrift in great Numbers of
Paffages.

Mazr.
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Mat. x. 40. He that receiveth me, receiveth him
that /e me. : i

Here our Saviour reprefents himf{elf as an Embaflados
fent from Almighty (god. Bus 'tis impofiible to be-,
lieve this of a Perfon, equal to the Father as touching,
bis Godhead. Whofoever is fent by another, muft bea,
Perfon inferior to bim by whom he is fenz. 1 need only
appeal to your common Senfe, whether you can really
believe that our blefled Saviour, who profefles himfelf
Jfent of God, could intend, that you fhould think of
him as equal to Godiby whom he.was fent.

I would recommend to your Confideration the fe-
venteenth Chapter of St. Fobn's Gofpel, Past of which,
I have quoted already ; in that folemn Prayer direéted
to Almighty Geod, Chri not only profefies himfelf
fenc by his God and Father, but alfo that this was the
main. Point we fhould believe concerning him.  See
Verl. 3, 8, 21, 23,25. .
- As certain as our Lord and Mafler 7 ¢fus Chriff was
fent by God, fo certain is it that he is a Perfon inferior
to the Great God of Heaven and Earth ; of whom it
would be. little le(s than Blafphemy to affirm, that he
could a&t as Embaffudor to the Will'of another Perfon..
'Tis obfervable, that our Saviour is exprefsly faid to be.

feot by God or the Father, above twenty times. it

ann v. 30. I can of mine own felf do “°‘hi“§‘ it
ere our Saviour declares, as flrongly as Wordscan:
declare any Thing, that he is a Perfon inferior to Al
mighty God ; 1t being very abfurd to affirm of God,,
that he has no Power of him{elf, and that all his Abi-,
lity is derived from another Perfon, which is ablolutely:
inconfittent with the Notion of Equality with his Goi
and Father, from whom he profeffes to have received
all his Powers. *Tis highly proper that you fhouid fe-
rioufly confider the whole Difcourfe, of which this De~
claration s a Part, and likewife the Occafion that in-
trodoced it: Our Saviour having healed an impotent.
Man upon the Sabbath Day, the Fews attempted to.
kill bim, as a Breaker of the Sabbath. But 7e/as an-
fwered them, My Father worketh hitherto, that is,
Works of Providence and Mercy, and thefe charitable

Adtions

—

Y r o o S o ar dE o O dr ol P A B R G E D et Bl B F 2

E— e



(17)
ABions [ ewerk alf, Verf. 17. From calling God his
m&w&r a Maoner, apd from comparing
his own s with his Father’s, the Fews were the
yre incenfed at him, and charged him with making

God ; not that they could pofibly mean,
imed to himfelf to.be God in any Senfe; (for

it does mot appear thateither they or his Difciples had
e sny fuch N

3 Notion) bat thar, accordiog to their
ations, he aflumed to bimfelf a Power and
like that of God. To this Accufation our

Saviour replies, not by aflertiog his Equality with the
Father; as might have been expected it the drbanafian
m&wen true, but by difclaiming all Power
ity in bimfelf, and referring all his Works
10.the. Rather, and by proving that he really was (what
W&o be) the promifed Mefliah, the Son of
d, feat foreh from God: That the Son can do nothing
{- - but what be ferth the Fatber do, Verl. 19.
be Fatber hath commitied all Judgment to the Son,
Verl, 22. That therefore, as ali Men bonour the Father,
ought alfo to bomowr the Son, to the Honour ot
 awbich fent him, Veer(. 23. That as the Fatber
in bimfelf; fo batb be given to the Son, 10 bave
im/elf, Vesl. 26, That be can of bimfalf do no-
and. that be fecketh not bis onwn Will, but the
#be Fatber avbich fent bim, Verl. 30. That the
( ’uﬁg@ be doth, bear Witnefi of bim, that the Father
bath fewt bim, Verl, 36. All which Declarations, and
indeed the whole Defign of the Difcourfe, undeniably
m:c the Iaferiority of our Saviour to his God
4 . 'Tis obfervable, that our Saviour in this
Difeoarfe has declared twice of himfelf, that Az can of
Linfelf do mothing, Verl. 19, 30 ; 28 it were on purpole
toprevent the Prefumption of Men, who, notwithftand-
ing all bis Care to maintain the Supremacy of the one
God, and Facher of all, have dared to affirm, that the
§0n is equal to the Father as touching his Godhead.
_Jebuw x..18. No Man taketh ir from me, bue I lay
it down of myfelf (namely, my Life); I have Power to
it down, and I have Power to take it again: this
ent bawe Lreceived of my Father. To which
14
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it will be proper to 2dd other Declarations of our Sa-
viour to the fame Effe@. Fobn xii. 49.50. For | have |
not fpoken of myfelf, but the Father which fentme, he
gave me a Commandment what I fould fay, and what I
fhould fpeak. And I know that his Commandment'is |
Life everlafling; whatfoever T'fpeak’ therefore, even’
as the Father faid unto me, fo T'fpeak, |Fobm xiv. 310 |
As the Father gave me Commandment, even fo I'do. 3
Zobn xv. 10. If L«; keep my Commandments, ye
all abide in‘my Love, even as I have kept my Fa-
ther's Commandments, and abide in bis Love. $EH1 S
I have no Occafion to ule many Words to point out
to you the full Import of thefe plain and firong' Decla-
rations of our bleffed Saviour. Chrilt profeffes to have
received Commandments from his God and 'Fathery
and therefore he caonot be a Perfon of equal I
gnity and ‘Authority with his God and Father, it |
being highly unreafonable to fuppofe, that the Supreme’
Godglhoguld be commanded byp::mbcr Perfon. If our
Saviour be God in as high a Senfe as'the Father, a .
is fometimes exprefled by learned ‘Men, he could re-'
ceive Orders from none, he could a in Obedie
none. «'Let common Senfe determine your Ju
vpon this Point, and you muft be convinced, thatt
Sapreme who gives éomnandmcuts, and he is in
who obeys ; and confequently the Father is the
Supreme Gon, and Chrift is a Perfon inferior'to
one Supreme God and Father of all. - ¢ .o W
For myfelf, 1 folemnly profefs, that T muft defpair:
underftanding the plaineR Words, and chat I m
up the Scripture as the icvicof my f'ith; if'by
Help of nice and fubtle Diflir&lions, of which' '
cred Writers fay not one Word, T muft-believe thata'
Perfon, who afts in Obedience to another’s Comm, ¢
can in any Capacity whatfoever be equal to him by’
whom he is commanded. i e
Mark xiii. 32. But of that Day and Hoar knowetl
no Mao; po, not the Angels which are'in Heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father 5 or,as it is expreffed:
St. Matrbenv’s Gofpel, (xxiv. 36.) my Father only) &
Thefe Words of our blcfled Saviour were fpo
his Dilciples, in anfiver to their Enquiries concerning the
Time
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Time of the Deftruftion of the Temple, and his fe-
¢oad Coming at the Ead of the World. Our Lord in-
fomed them, that the Defruiion of the Temple
would happea in that very Generation, and would be
atteaded with prodigious Calamities to the whole Feav-
, : bat with regard to his fecond Coming to
judge the World with Power and great Glory, he al-
fured them that none knew when thac Day would
«wme, but the Fatheronly : Men, Angels, and the Son
kimfelf were ignorant of it. T muft beg you to confider,
what were the natural Thoughts of Chrift’s Difciples
beating this Declaration; and, [ dare fay, you
hdﬂcmﬁne that they took it as the Words
satarally *figoify, namely, that the Son did not
keow the Day of Judgment, and that the Father
%2 the only Perfon who knew it. °Tis impoffible
0 conceive a plainer and fironger Declaration than
this of our ibleffed ‘Saviour. If he had faid, of that
Day none bue my Father knoweth, there bad been no
culty in underflanding his Meaning; any ua-
‘Man would have thought that all Perfons
from the Knowledge of the Day of Judg-
the' Father only. But when our Saviour ex-
ntions the higheft Orders of rational Beings,
e Son himfelf, as ignorant of that Day, about
he had been particularly afked, and that the Fa-
only knew it, he has cut off all Pretences for cavill-
ing, as'if he had exprefled himfelf on purpofe to pre-
vent the extravagant Imaginations of Men, who not-
fanding this, have ventured to maintain, that our
r as God, did know the Day of Judgment. Bat
with what Sincerity could our Lord tell his Difciples
thatbe did not kaow it, if he koew itin any Capacity ?
‘?m afraid, cafts a vile Reproach on the bleffed
Jehsi which makes him guilty of fo much Difimulation,
3 to deny what he really kaew. [four Losd had knowa
the Day of Judgment, with refpet to his Divine
e, a3 learned Men fometimes fpeak, and had not
yghtit proper to communicate the Knowledge of it
10 his Difciples, he would have plainly told them,
thatit was not for them to know the Times and Scafouns ;
8 be exprefied himfelf to them when they afked him
aboat the Time of reftoring the Kingdom to Jfracl, Acs
L
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1.6, 7. Let it therefore be fixed and determined, if
our Lord’s Declaration upon this remarkable Occafion
be interpreted by common Serfe, that the Son, whillk
he was upon Earth, was ignorant of the Day of Judg-
ment ; and therefore he cannot be God in as high a-
Senfe as the Facher ; he cannot be equal to him in all
Perfedtions, becaufe he was ignorant of fomething that
the Father knew.

Mat. xxvi. 39. And he went a litde further, and
fell oo his Face, and prayed, faying, O my Father,
if it be poflible, let this Cup pafs from me ; never-
thelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt. To which may
be added feveral other Paflages, wherein our Savioar is
reprefented as offering up Prayers to his God and Fa-
ther. Sec Verfes 42 and 44 of chis Chapter ; thewhole
feventeenth Chapter of St. Fobn's Golpel ;| Luke xxii.:
43, 42, 443 Mar. xxvii, 46 ; Luke xxiiic 34 463
lukevi. 12 ; Chap. ix. 18, 28, 293 Chap. xi1. 2, 2 3
Febn xiv. 16.

I would recommend to your ferious Confideration:
thefe Paflages, wherein our Saviour is reprefeated as
offering up Prayers 10 his God and: Father, and afle
your-own Hearts, whether itcould peffibly be the Des:
fign of our blefled Lord, of whom this is recos
to fix in your Minds the Belief of bis being equalite.
the Facher as touching his Godhead ? How can her
be God in as bigh a Senfe as the Father, who prayas
to the Father? Praying to the Father for himfelf:
and his Difciples, ftrongly declares a Seafe of his owns
Dependence and want of Ability to perform what he.
thus prays for with fo much Barneftnefs and Submif-:
fion, What Reafon can be afligned, why oue Sa-
viour fhould beg of his Father, in fuch an humble:
Manoer, for that which be was able 10 effe@® by his
own Power? which muft be the Cale, if the Suppo~
fition of Jearned Men be admitted, that he be God
in as high a Senle as the Father. The Abfurdity oft
this will appear fill greater, if you confider what the

Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews obferves withe

regard to our Saviour's Praying, Chap. v. Verl. 20
who, namely Chrift, in the Days of his Fleth, when
he had offered up Prayers and Supplications, with

ftrong
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frong Crying and Tears, unto him, namely, the Fa-

ther, who was able to fave him from Death, and

was heard, in that he feared. Our Saviour is here
reprefented oot only as praying, but as praying with
froog Crying arid Tears, which neceffarily fignifies

1 deep Seofe of his.own Infufficiency, and theabfo-

Jate Necefficy he was under to offer up Prayers ‘to his

God and Father. To imagine that Chrift, of whom

(his is faid, is God equal to the Father, and coofe-

quently had as much Powerto help himfelf as the

Father, muft, I am perfuaded, appear to your un-

prejudiced Judgment, inconfiftent with common Senfe.

Jobu xiv. 28. My Father is greater than I.  To

which may be added that Paflage in St. Jobn, (X

29.) where Chrift fays, My Father which gave them

me (nasely the Sheep) is greater than all. Chritt

mut neceffarily be included in all ; becaufe he ex-
prefily declares that the Father gave him the Sheep,
sod confequently is.greater. ~

The immediate Defign of the former Declaration
of our Saviour, was to adminifter Comfort to his
Difciples, upon his acquainting them that he was
gong to lcave them. Buat if they duly coofidered
the. State of the Cafe, this was fo-far from being
matter of Sorrow, that they ought rather to rejoice,
apon his and their own Account, as he was going-to
the Father, ‘from whom, by his ' Interceffion, they
might expect the Holy Spirit the Comforter, to guide
a0d dicett them in the important Office to which they
were called. df ye loved me, ye avonld rejoice, be- *
caafe [ faid, I go unto the Father : for my Father is
greaser than 1.

Jearned Men have been very much puzzled, to
make this plain and ftrong ‘Expreflion of our bleffed
Ssviour - confilent with their Doétrine of his being
God in as high a Senfe as the Facher, or equal to
the Father as - touching his Godhead. I thill not
trouble you with all their nice and fubtle Diftinctions ;
only I fhall obferve, that fome of the moft judicious
Defenders of the Athanafian Dolrine, have thought
themfelves obliged to-afcribe a Sort of Preheminence

. to




(22)

to the Father above the Son, which indeed is'gi ving
up the main Point in Queftion. « Some Thisgs are fo
very plain, that they ate rendered more obicure by
many Word:. 1o this Cafe, § need only recommend
to your ferious Confideration our Saviour's own De-
claration, and compare it with ‘the Do&trine of the
Athanafian Creed : My Father is ‘greater than L
Athanafian Creed : The right Faith is, that our
Lord Fefas Chrift — is perfect God,—equal to the Fa-
ther as touching his Godhead, and inferior to the Fa-
ther as touching his Manhood, But with what
Truth could our Lord fay, thac my Father is greater
than I, if at the fame Time it was true, thatthe Fa-
ther was not greater than him, confidered as God.
Qur Saviour's Words afford no Grounds for this nice
and fubtle Diftin&ion ; and Idarefay, you would ne-
ver have thought of any fuch Thing, if your Acten-
tion had been always confined ‘to the exprefls Decla-
rations of Chrift and his Apofiles.  In this Cafe, the
Queflion is plainly this, Whether the Authority of
our Lord and Matter Fefus Chriff, ot the Decrees of !
fallible Men, fhould be more regarded ? .

I could produce many other Declarations of out
blefled Saviour to the fame Effeé ; fuch as fliling
himfelf the Son of God, profeffing that he came
down from Heaven, not to do his own Will, but the
Will of him that fent him, Jobn vi. 38. That God |
gase him, Fobn iii. 16. That the Father hath ap- F
pointed unto him a Kingdom, Luke xxii. 29. That
the Fathet has given him Power over all Fieth, Je®
xvii. 2. Thbat the Father taught bim, Fobn viii. 28
That he beard the Truth of God, Fobn viii. 40. And
as our Saviour. appealed to the mighty Works be
performed, asan vidence of his Divine Commiffion,
fo he conftantly referred them to the Honour of the
Father, from whom he profefles to have received tbe
Ability of working them. Fobn x. 25. 37 Chap-
xiv. 10. The Works that I do in my Father’s Namé
they bear Witne(s of me. If I do not the Wor
of my Father, believe me not. The Words that I
fpeak unto you, I jpeak not of my/eif's but the Father
that dwelleth in me, be doth the Works, Wi :
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¥l Wnuw,pgojwatiom- of our blefled
1 i d only exhort you to form your Judg-
1) ment by inciples of common Senfe, and I be-
] ! ally think that our Saviourintend-
» st himfelf as.a Perfon inferior in Power,
¥ ity, and Aatherity to his God and Father. Son

ght of God, coming down from Heaven,
‘Will, but the Will of him that fent
1 God, working in the Name and. by
.God, . cannot admit of any other Inter-
~without fuppofing. the Scriptures;to be the
fcure and dark Writings that ever appeared. in
s which muft be a fad. Refletion upon the
. as it was defigned for the Benefit and
.all Men ; . the Poor, Mean, and Igno-
L, aswell as the Wife and Learned.
(la “ given you a faithful Accouat of our
own Declarations, which ought to have the
t Weight' with: all Pedons who profefs them-
bis Difciples, and would be thought to have a
 Reverence for their Lord and Maiter ; [ thall
0w proceed to give you a View of what the Apoftles
ure exprefsly, declared concerning our blefied Sa-

Bs{ oo f
7 1i. 32, This Fefus hath God raifed vp.
it 13 exprefsly affirmed by the Apoltle, that
viour was railed  from ;l?rc Dead by God. If
brift was equal to the Father 'as touching his God-
bead M%ms unaccountable that he fhould be raifed
om the Dead by Almighty God: for according to
pofition,, he muit be invelted with full Powce
imfelf; without receiving it from any other
Ferdon ;and confequently, as it is declared by the

oflle that God raifed him; the A& of bhis Refur-
indeniably fhews his Inferiority to Almighiy
whom he was obliged for the Exertion of
B extraordinary Power. As certain as Chrift was
fed from the Dead by God, fo certain it is thae
Lhrift is 2 Perfon inferior to Almighty God. Tis
fervable,. that Chrift is {aid by the Apoftles to have
raifed from the Dead by God, or the Father,
¢ twenty Times.

W R B W W
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In Oppoiition to thefe Declarations of tbe Apoflles,
there are fome few Texts quoted, wherein Chrift
feems to attribute to himfelf bis rifing from the Dead.
Fobn ii. 19. 21. Deftroy this Temple, and in three
Day: I will raife it up. He fpake of the Temple of
his Body. Chap. x. 18. I have Power to lay down
oy Life, and I have Pawer to take it again : this
Commandment have I received from' Father.
Our Saviour's own Words clear up all the lﬁwlz
It is true he fpeaks of his Power of raifing
from the Dead ; and at the fame time he as diftin&ly
fays, that this very Power was received from the Fa.
ther ; and confequently he had no fuch Power in
himfelf, but profefles himfelf to have received it
from his Facher ; which is exallly agreeable to the
Doé&rine fo frequently delivered by the Apofties.

A ii. 36. Therefore let all the Houfe of .
know afluredly, that God hath made ‘that
Jefus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chrift.

Thefe Words are the Conclufion -of St. Pmr‘;ﬁ
markable Speech delivered to the Feews at the F
of Pentecolt, when the Apoftles were endued with
miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoft, by which
were enabled to fpeak Languages they had never
learned, at which all the different Sorts of People
who heard them were very much amazed, thére be-
ing at that Time devant Jews at Fernjfalem from fe*
veral Nations, upon the Accountof that folemn Fefti-
val. [ would earneflly recommend this whole . Dif*
courfe to your careful Pertfal ; it being reafonable to
Believe, that St. Peter having jult received ‘the G
of the Holy Spirit, -according fo' the Promife of
Saviour, would fet forth the true Chriftian Do8 ]
upon fo weighty an Oceafion. v,

As the Fews believed the Prophecies of the
Teftament, he plainly proves to chern, that this ‘es
traordicary Power, of which they were Witilg
had been foretold by the Prophet Joe/. Then
roceeds to explain to them the true Reafon of G
ending this miraculous Gift : The Sabftance of w

is to this Effect; that God had raifed Fefus of Na-
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xereth from the Dead, after he had been put to a

puinful and feandalous Death, agreeably to the Pro-
of the Old Teftament. He appeals to their

own Knowledge for the mighty Works he had per-
formed amonglt them, and now God had exalted him
10 the bighet Honour and Dignity, of which they
might be thoroughly aflured by their own Senfes, as
they could plainly fee and hear the wonderful Gift of
the Holy Spirit, which Chrit had fent down from
‘God, according to a Promi‘e delivered before his
Death. Then he concludes with the Text I have
. The whole Defign of St. Peter's Difcourfe

upon this remarkable Occafion, was -to prove to the
Fewns, that Fefus whom they had crucified, was made
‘by God Lord and Chrift. From this it undeniably
follows, that our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to God
or gb."{ﬂj{r; it being infinitely abfurd 10 imagine,
‘that if he be God in as high a Senfc as the Father,
‘be could b= made by him Lord and Chrift. It could
never be the Defign of St. Peter, to eftablifh in the
\Minds of the Fiws the Belief of Chrilt's Equality
ﬁﬂ Father as touching his Godhead, becaufe he
‘has expreffed himfelf in fuch a Manner as neceflarily
overthrows any fuch Opinion, if he intended that his
Difcourfe fhould be underftood according to the Prin-
's of cammon Senfe, which muft copvince you, that
made Lord and Chrift by God, cannot be
1al to God by whom he was made. It is obferv-

able in this Difcourfe, that the fame Perfon who is
alled God, is in one Paffage (liled the. Father, (fee
Verfe 33.) which undenisbly fhews, that God does
pot ﬁgnjfy Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, but the Fa.
theronly. Add to this, that the Word God occurs
10 lefs than_eight Times, and plainly means the Fa-
- ditinguithed from Chrilt and the Holy Ghoft 3

as ‘ .
mg,"i;;;;hmhle it-hould have any other Senle,
without fuppofiog St. Peter to talk in a Way not to be

“Having thos given you a View of this very remarke.
# ﬁ'ih‘af St.Peter, delivgred upona folemn Occa.

fion, - ead -of producing partiular- Texts from the
" 32 we 28
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A& of the Apvfilesy 1 would earneftly recommend to
your ferious Confideration all thofe Speeches of St.
Peter and St. Paul, wherein they profefs to fet forth
the Subftance of the Chriftian Doétrine.

Chap. iii. Verfe 12, to the End. .

*Tis obfervable in this Speech of St. Peter to th

eavs, that God is faid to glorify his Son Fefus, to

ave raifed him from the Dead, and that Chrift was
the Prophet whom the Lord their God had promifed
to raife up and fend amongft them ; all which necefla-
rily fignifies, thac our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to
Almighty God. I muft appeal to your common
Senfe, whether the Feaws, to whom this Speech was
diretted, could take it in aoy other Senfe, than
that Chrilt could not pofibly be reprefented as equal to
God, by whom he was glorified, raifed from the
Dead, and fent to them as a Prophet. The Word
God is likewife mentioned in this Speech not lefs than
eight times : io all which Paffages it neceffarily fignifies
the Perfon of the Father only, as diftinguifhed from
Chritt; and to imagine it otherwife, would introduce
fuch grofs Abfurdities, as I have taken Notice of be-
fore, SeePage 14.

Adsiv. 8 to13.

By this Speech of St. Peter before the Fewi® San-
hedrim, it evidently appears, that Chrift is seprefent-
ed as inferior to Almighty God, who had raifed him
from the Dead, and e¢xalted him to the higheft Ho-
nour and Dignity.

A% v, 29 to 33.

The fame Obfervations may be made of this Speech
of St. Peter and the other Apoftles : only I would
note, that the Word God is mentioned four Times, and
exprefsly diftinguifhed from Chrift and the Holy Ghett.

A5 x. 3410 44.

This Speech of St. Peter was occafioned by the Ac~
count that Cornelius the good Centurion, to whom he
had been diretted by u Vifion from Heaven, had
given of himfelf. In this St. Peser declares, be?

o
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God anoiated Yefus of Naxareth with the Holy Ghott
_and with Power ; that God rai(ed him from the Dead,
and that he was ordained of God to be the Judge of
and Dead. If our Saviour was enabled by the
of God to perform miraculous Works ; if God
him from the Dead ; if he be a Perfon ordained
by God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead, it ne-
follows that our Saviour is a Perfon inferior to
God, it being highly unreafonable to fup-
him equal in any Capacity to God, from whom
¢ reccived his Powers and Abilities, and by whom
Je was ordained or appoiated to the Office of being

e B A2; xiii. 16 to 42.’
St. Paul in this Speech, delivered to the Fews ina
agogue at Awtioch, maintains the fame Doélrine
ith bis Fellow-Labourer St. Peter, that Jifus Chrift
_was condemned and crucified by the Fewif People,
n_ hat God raifed him from the Dead, agreeably to
the Prophecies of the Old Teftament. The fame
_Obfervations that I have made upon St. Peter’s
eeches, may be applied to thir, acd fo I have no

on to repeat them.

A& xvii. 22 to 32.

_ St. Panl in this Difcourfe profefles to fet forth to
the Atbesians whom he found wholly given to Ido-
ry, the main Principles of the Chrifian Doftrine,
"me Asbenians were entire Strangers to the Books of
the Old Teflament, he argues with them vpon the
commoa Principles of Recafon, and takes Occafion,
from an Altar he bad obferved with an Infeription
_to the Usknown God, to enter upon the Proof of the
" one true God, from the Works of Creation and Pro-
ce. From whence he undeniably demontftrates to
the Unreafonablencls of worthipping the Works of
Hands, inftead of that Omniprefent God, in
whom we live, move, and have our Being. Yet he ob-
ferves, that the great Ignorance in which Mankind
‘were involved, would in fome Meafure take off from
‘the Guilt of deluded People. But from the general
des Q2 “Ignorance
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Ignorance which prevailed, he argues vety firongly
for the Needfulnels and Credibility of a Revelation »
from God : now he commandeth all Men every where |
to repent; becaufe he hath appointed a Day, inthe
which he will judge the World in Righteouinefs, by
that Man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he bath
given Affurance unto all Men, in that he hath raifed
him from the Dead. g "

In this Difcourfe of St. Pau/, there is fo far from
being the leat Hint of Chrilt’s being equal to God, -,
that the whole Purport of it is abfolutely inconfiilent
with it. The Atbenian Philofophers muft have hada
very flrange Notion of St. Paul’s Reafoning ; they &,
might indeed have very juftly mocked, if they could |
have imagined that he tended  they fhould believe
a Perfon equal to the great Creator of Heaven atd
Earch, whom he reprefented as ordiined or appéinted
by God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead, and whom
God had raifed from the Dead. I muft beg you fur-
ther to take a ferious Review of this whole Difcoutfe,
in order to be fully fatisfied who the Perfon is whom
St. Pau! defcribes by the Name of God, and you will
foon be convinced, that he is one fupreme intelligéat
Agent or Perfon, the Lord of Heaven and Earth, a3
diltinguifhed from Chrift, and confequently is the Fa-
ther only, and not Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. Ad-
mitting that the Word God figoifies three Perfons, it |
turns this plain and admirable Difcourfe into groli-
Nonfenfle, and glaring Abfurdities. ,

See likewife St. Pauls Speech delivered before
Agrippa, Chap. xxvi. and St. Szepben’s, Chap.vii. 4

I muft intreat you to confider carefullyche maio
Scope and Defign of the Dilcous fes we meet withiin the
" Als of the Apofiles, and you will find, that when the
Apoftles addrefs themfelves to the Jews, they prove
that Fefus of Nazareth, whom they crucified, was raifed
from the Dead by Almighty God, and advanced 10
the higheft Honour and Digeity, according to the
Prophecies of the Old Teftament, and therefore they
ought to acknowledge him as Lord and Chrift. Bat -
whea St. Paul who was the Apoftle of the Ganfilen |

pmchcs
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10 thofe who were ignorant of the one true
| were unacquainted with the Writings of the
Tefament, be laBburs to tura them from Idolatry,
i Vice and Wickednefs, to the Acknowledg-
H}_and Warthip of the one Supreme God, the Maker
‘teaven and Earth, who had fent an extraordinary
on into the Waorld to give Mankind a clear Koow-
of their Duty ; and that this Perfon was appointed
d to judge the World in Righteoufnefs, of which
M: might be thoroughly uffured, becaule God
'Ihfrh from the Dead.

Now if our Saviour be God in as high a Senfe as the
ia‘icr, if he be equal to the Father as touching his
d, you muft certainly think it very ftrange, or
riber unaccountable, that the Apoftles in their Dif-
mrf{s-, when they profefs to fet forth the Chriftian
tine, fhould take no notice of fuch an extraordinary
.lhﬁuld not give their Hearers the leatt Hing,
's being Supreme God ; nay, that they fhould,
anily fpeak of him 1a fuch a, Way as is impoflible,
teconciled wath the Notion of his fupreme God-
Can it be imagioed, that they would be fo much
m{q their Daty, as to neglect an important Parc
o their Commiffion ? Or can any fesious Chriltians
Wiieve, that Divines of latter Ages fhould be able to
aprels the Dodtrine of Chrift with more Exattoefs
130 the Apofiics themfelves, who had the extraordi-
wyGift of the Holy Spirit, and were enabled o preach
®w04ll Nutions ? For upon Suppofition that the Arba-
8fisn Deflvine of Chrilt's fupreme Gedhead be true,
fhofe that lived four or five hundred Years after the
of the Apoftles, have given us better Inftruétions
z!l this Point chan the Apofiles themfelves. But as
b never eoter into the Heart of any ferious
~Anitians, you will naturally conclude, that the Do-
Brise of Chriq's fupreme Godhead was no Part of
Apofles Commitfion, but is oo better than the In..
¥enlion of Men ; and therefore it ought to be reje&ted
all Chriftians, who pay any Regard to the cxprefs

‘mination of Chrift and his Apottles.
C3 1 thall
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"I thall conclude my Obfervations upon this Head
with fome exprefs Declarations concerning our blefled
Saviour in the Epifties, which were wrote to profefled
Chriftians, and in the Book of Revelations. .

1 Cor. xi. 3.

The Head of every Man is Chrift, and the Head of
t(l;w Woman is the Man, and the Head of Chrift is

od.

Let common Senfe determine your Judgment, and
you caemot help thinking that Chrift is a Per{on infe-
rior to Almighty God, it the ftrongeft and cleareft Ex-
}s)rcf}'xom are to be taken in the plain and proper

enfe.

1 Cor, xv. 24, 27, 28.

Then cometh the End, when he thall have delivered
up the Kingdom to God, even the Father.=~For he
hath put all Things under his Feet. But when he
faith, all Thiogs are put under him, it is manifeft that
he is excepted which did put all Things-under him.
And when all Things thall be fubdued unto him, then
fhall the Son alfo himfelf be fubje&t unto him that put
all Things under him, that God may be all in all.

From thefe Texts it evidently appears, that all As-
thority and Dominion were originally in the Father
alone, and from him delivered to the Son : that the Son's
Dominion was thea confplete, when all Things were
aQually fubdued unto him, and the Father had pue all
Things under his Feet: and that the Son's delivering
vpat the End the Kingdom unto the Father, and being
fubje® on:o him that put all Things under him, isa
plain Acknowledgment, that all Auchority was and is
originally in the Father alone ; and confequently our
Saviour is a Perfon inferior in Power, Dignity and
Auckority to Almighty God, from whom he ac Arit re-
ceived his extraordinary Prc-eminence, and to whom
at lalt he is to furrender it ; jult as a General delivers
up his Commiffion to_his King when he has finifhed the
War, for the carrying on of which he at firlt received it

Philip.
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Pbilip. ii. 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11.

Let this Mind be in you which was alfa in Chrif Fe-
/a1, who being in the Form of God, thought itnot Rob-
bery to be equal with God ; but made himfelf of no Re-
putatios, and took upon him the Form of a Servaot,
10d was made in the Likenefs of Men ; and being found
in Fathion 2s a Man, he humbled himfelf, and became
obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Crofs ¢
Whesefore God hath bighly exalted him, and given
bim a Name which is above every Name, that at the
Name of Fefus every Knee fhould bow, of Things in
Heaven, and Thiags in Earth, and Things under the
Earth; and chat every Tongue fhould confefs, that
Jefus Chrigd is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father,

Some of thefe Exprefiious, according to our Englih
Trarflsion, feem to carry a Senfe with them incon-
Bllent with the Dotrine | hive been eftsblithing from
the Declarations of Chrift anil his Apottles: But, upon
Examination, ‘they will be found perfedly corfiftent
with it, and the whole of whit I have quated will bs a
firang Confirmation of the Inferiarity of Chritt to Al-
mighty God. The Defign of St. Paul in this Place, is
w exhort the Plilippians to Lowlinefs of Mind, from the
Example of Chrift, who tho' it Perfon of extraordinary
Dignity, tho’ he bad Glory with the Father before the
World was, divefted himfeif of it, and condefcended
fo far as to become Man, and even to fuffer a painful
and feandalous Death, Wherefore God hath raifed him
to a higher Degree of Honour than he had before, and
of his free Grace hath beftowed vpon him an Authority
above all, that every rational (reature might acknow-
ledge that Chrift is, by the Gift of God, Lord, to the
Glory of God the Father. Thisis the geoeral Meaning
of this remarkable Paffage : and as you don’t uaderftand
the Greek Language, in which the New Teltament was
wntien, I appeal to the Learned for the Fairnefs of my
Tracflation, which differs from the Englis : Who be-
g in the Form of God, thought it not Robbery to be equal
avith God, fhould be rendered thus: Who before his
lacarnation or sppearing in the Flefh, being in the

. C Form
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Porm or Likenefs of God, yet was not eager to retain
that Likenefs t0 God, or (ves uot greedy to be honoured
asa God: But made bikfelf of no Reputation. This
fhouid be tranflated ; But divefted bim(elf, or emptied
himfelf (of that Form or Likenefs to God which he be-
fore poflcfled.) .- Wherefore Godbuth Lighly exalied bim,
and givenbim a Nameachich ér abowe every Name. This
fhoold be tranflated ; God hath raifed him to a higher
Degree of Honour than h¢ had before, and bath given
him, as Matter of Favouwr, aName or Aathority.---
That I don’t impofe upan your Underftandings, by
giving a different Tranflition from the Exg/i, you

may be convinced by comaion Senfe, from the Jattes

Part of the Words. If St. Paul had intended to fet

forth the common Do@rine, that Chrilt is equal to the |

Father as touching his Gadhead, how could this ex-

traordinary Apolileimmedittely afiet déclare, that God

exalted him, that is, rafed him to a higher Dig-
nity than he had before? Can the moft High God be
raifed co higher Dignity? *Tis abfolutely impofible.
Again, how could Chrift, if equal to God i all Per-
fections, have any Thing given him by Almighty God
St. Paul’s Argument upon another Occafion clearly de-
termines the Point in the prefent Cafe. In the xith Chap-
ter of his Epifile to the Remasis, Verfe 35, he thus ex-
prefies himlelf : Who hath £t given to émd,and:i( fhalf
be recompenfed to him again? Thefe Words firorgly
declare that the moft Higd God cannot poffibly have
any Thing given him by the moft exalied Perfon
whatfoever : For (as he goes on) of him, and thro® him;
and to kim, are all Thiags. As therefore St. Paul
afi-ms, that Chrifc bad a Name piven him by God, i
undeniably follows from his own Argument, that Chr.ib
cannot be fupreme God, or equal (0 God who gave '
him this Name: For who hath fielt given to him, and
it fhall be recompenfed to himagain? The Conclufion
of the Whole caunot adwit of any other Sénfe, than
that Chrift, confidered in his higheft Capacity, is al
Perfon inferior to God. We muit acknowledge Chrift
to be Lord ; but a Lord made and appointed by the
frce Grace of Almighty God, according to the exprefs -
: Decla-
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Declaration of St Peter in his firft Speech to the Feaws
{ilseady quoted) and confirmed by St. Pau/ in this re-
matkable Paflage, who has in a very folemn Manner
determined, that Fefus Chrift is Lord, to the Glory of
God the Fasher.

Gl 3. 15, Who is the Image of the invifible God,
the Firk-born of every Creature. To which may be
added Rew. iii. 14. Thefe Things faith the Amen, the
fithful and troe Witnefs, the Beginuing of the Cre-
aticn of God.

In the former Defcription our Sayiour is plainly di-
Hinguithed from God who is defcribed by the peculiar
Atnbute of [nvifible ; and in the latter, he is exprefly
sfimed to be the Firft-bocn of every Cresture, and
the Beginning of the Creation of God, or the firit Being
whom God produced or created, as the Words in the
Greek fignify ; (for the Truth whereof Tappeal to the
Learoed) and confequently Chrift is a Perfon inferior to
the Smt Creator of Heaven and Earth, it being in-
baitely abfurd to fuppofe any Being whatfoever to be
equal to God, by whom he was produced or created.

Icould produce great Numbers of other Texts to the
Gime Parpofe ; fuch as, 1 Cor. iii 23. And ye are
Cheilt’s and Chrift is God's. Epbe/. i. 3. The God and
Father of our Lord Fefus Chriff ; and fo in many other
Paffages of the Epiltles. Heb. i. 2, 4. Whom he (namely
God) hath appeinted Heir of all Things.---Being made
fo mach begter than the Angels. 1 Per. i. z0,21. Who
{samely Chrift) verily was fore-ordaioed---for you, who
by bim do believe in God that raifed him up from the
Dead, and gawe im Glory, that your Faith and Hope
might be in God. Rew. i. 1. The Revelation of Fefus
Chrift, which God gawe unto him. Chap. iii. 12.
Him that overcometh, will I make a Pillar in the
Temple of my God.---And I will write upon bim the
Name of my God, and the Name of the City of my
Ged---Which cometh down out of Heaven from my
Ged, Rev. Chap. v,

"Tis obfervable that our Saviour, when he is repre-
fented as being invefted wich his kighet Dignity and
Honour, fo as t reccive Acknowledgments of Praife
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and Glory from all rational Creatares, is defcribed ua-
der the gbara&er of 2 Lamb that was flain, and is
carefully dittinguithed from bim that fitteth upon the
Throne, namely, the Lord God Almighty, as he is ex-
prefly flyled in Diftie&ion from the Lamé, Rew. xv. 3.
God and the Lamb are Expreflions that frequently occur
in the Book of Revelations.

I bave no Occafion to make particular Obfervations
upon thefe Texts; upon reading them you will be
readily convinced, that Chrift, confidered in his higheft
Capacity, is a Perfon inferior to the Great God and
Father of all,

Thbus I have given you a faithful Accoont of the
exprefs Declarations of the Apofiles upon this import-
ant Point, which exa&ly agree with the Doftrine de-
livered by ouy blefled Saviour. I muft earneftly intreat
you, as Difciples of Chrift, to take a ferious Review of
the Evidence produced, which is no lefs than the jn-
fallible Word of God. Do but grant that the Apofties,
who were infpired with an extraordinary Affiftance of
the Holy Spirit, could fet forth the Doflrine of their
Lord and Mafter Fifus Chbriff with more Exa&tnefs,
than Writers who lived feveral hundred Years after
their Time; and you muit be convinced 'that Chsiit,
though a Perfon of the moft exalted Dignity next to
God himfelf, muft be acknowledged 10 be inferior ta
the One Supreme Goo and Fatuer of All, from
whom he in the moft folemn Manner profeffes to have
received all his Powers and Abilities, and to whofe alii-
mate Glory he direéted all hisAétions. And the Apo
when they are fetting forth the highelt Honour of Chrilk
after his Refurreftion and Afcenfion into Heaven,
plainly declare that God was the original Author of it
and that it was bellowed upon him asa Reward of his
voluntary and amazing Humiliation and Sufferings 3
and that his molt exalied Dignity above Men and Aas-
gels, was ultimately direfted to the Glory of God the
Father.

In order to give you al! poflible Satisfalion, ‘tis
highly proper to take Notice of the Objeitions made
to this Doérine, or that Part of the New Teﬁmicat

which
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which has afforded the meft plaufible Grounds for {o
dangerous a Notion, as the Co-equality of the Son with
the one Supreme God and Father of all.

"Tis argoed that our Saviour has fuch Titles and At-
tribates afcribed to him in Scripturc, as neceflarily de-
note him to be.God in as high a Senfe as the Father;
and that when he feems to be fo frequently reprefented
asinferior to God, we mutt interpret this of his Huma-
aity, as.ic is exprefled io the 4thanafian Creed; equal to
the Father as touching bis Godhead, and inferior to the
Father as touching his Manhood : fo that accordieg to
this Account, our Saviour is a Compofition of two in-
telligent Perfons, God and Mao, or God united to a
Scul and Body. :
I will ficlt give a diftin&t Anfiver to the Argument,

drawn from our Saviour's Titles and Attributes; and
then I will confider this Wounderfol Account of Chrift's
Incamation, and compare it with the exprefs Declara-
tioos of Scripture, and fhall refer the whole to your
Judgment,

With regard to the high Titles and Attributes af-
cribed to our blefled Saviour, let it be obferved, that
“tis no Wonder that very high Things are faid of bim
m Scripture, who is reprefented as next in Dignity to
God himfelf, and has abundant Honours conferred upon
him by Almighty God. Buc the facred Writers have

- taken particular Care to fecure the unequaalled Majeity
of the one Supreme God in all thofe Paflages, where
they f{peak in the higheft Strain of the one Mediator
Jefus g?m/) *Tis readily granted that our Saviour has
the Title of God afcribed to him in fome few Texts,
{the principal of which are thefe:

febnis 1, 2. In the Beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The fame was in the Beginning with God.

In the beginning, moft probably fignifies, in this Text,

fore all Ages, before the Creacion of the World:

as the Word, namely, the Son of God, who in the

Eook of Revelations is called the Word of God, Rew.

xix, 13. the great Revealer of his Will to Mankind :

Mad tbe Word way with God, as one Perfon is prefent
Co6 with
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with another ; he was with the Father;, 1 Foba i. 2.
Had Glory with God before the World was, Fobn xvii.
. And the Werd awas God. Now the Queftion is,
whether the Word God, as applied to Chrift, is to be
intérpreted in as high a Senfe, ds when ufed of God
with whom be was: According to the ftri&t Propriety
of 1he Greek Tongue (for the Truath of which Obferva-
tion I appeal to tﬁe Learned) the Word God, applied
to our Saviour in this particular Paffage, very fairly
ard realooably figoifies a Perfon inferor to the God
with whom be was. The Words may be rendered
thds in nb bad Eagli: Thé Word was with the God,
(bamely, Supreime) and the Word was a God (namely,
an inferior God.) But withoat aoy Knowledge of
the original Language, you may be thoroughly fatis-
fied that the Word God is frequently ufed in Scriptare
in an ioferior Senfe, as undeniably appears from feveral
IoRances. Mofes was called 2 God, Exed. iv. 16, ===
‘Thou fhalt not revile the Gods, nor carfe the Ruler of
thy People, Exed. xxii. 28.——God is ftyled the God
of Gods, Deur. x. 19.—— They changed their Mirds,
and faid that he was a God, A& xxviii. 6. For
tho’ there be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven
or on Earth, (as there be Gods many and Lords many)
1Cor. 8. 5 Who oppofeth and exziteth bhim-
Telf above all that is called God, or that is worfbipped.
So thar he as God ficteth in the Temple of Ged,
thewing himfelf that he is God, 2 The/. ii. 4 —==Not
o multiply Examples in fo plaina Cale, our Saviour’s
own Anfwer to the Fews, when they charged him with
making himfelf a God, (oot that they could poflibly
mean o accufe him of afirming himfelf to be the Sa-
preme, Self-exilting Deity, r.or even of taking apon him-
felf to be a divine Perfon at all, but only of affuming t©
himfelf the Authority of God, becaufe he called God his
Father,and confequently made himfelf the Son of God,
which they reprefented in an aggravating Manner, as
making himfelf God): Our Saviour’s Anfwer, 1 fay,
determines this Point beyond a Poffibility of Contra-
diftion ; Tobm x. 34, 35, 36. Is‘it not written in your
faw, Ifaid ye (namely, Rulers and Magiﬂn-tesc); :?e
ods,
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Gods, (and Childsen of the Moft High) P/aln Ixxxii.
6.=If be called them Gods, unto whom the Wurd of
God came, and the Scripture cannot be brok:n; fay
ye of bim whom the Facher hath fan&ified, and (ent
isto the World, Thou blafphemett, becaufe I faid, I
am the Soa of God? Our Saviour’s Argument is evi-
demely this ; If according to your own Law Magiftrates
bave the Tide of Gods given them, as deriving their
Authority - from God ; how much more might that
Pesfon have the Title of God, or Son of God, whom
the Father hath fan&ified, and fent into the World
with an extraordinary Commiflion ? So that at the very
Time that our Saviour is proving to the Feaws that he
might be called 2 God, or Son of God, he reprefents
bimfelf as inferior to the Sapreme God and Father of
all, by whom he profeffes to have been fanélified and
fent into the World : and therefore, I think I have
3 Right to conclude that the Notion of ab inferior
God, though not agreeable to Creeds of human
Invention, depends apon no lefs Authority than that of
our Lord and Matter Fefas Chriff.

Jobm xx. 28. St. Thomas calls our Saviour God, when
be was thoroughly convinced, by feeing and feeling,
that be was raifed from the Dead. But St. Tomas
could not poflibly mean it in the higheft Senfe, becaufe
our Saviour himfelf declares after his Refurrettion, [
afcend unto my Father and your Facher, to my God,
and your God ; and 'tis exprefly affirmed by all the
Apotites, whofe Writings have been tranfmitted to us,
that he was raifed from the Dead by God or the

In like Manner, when our Saviour is called God,
Heb 1. 8. But unto the Son he faith, Thy Throge,
‘0 God, is for ever and ever; ‘he is evidently repre-
fented as inferior to Almighty God in the following
Verfez Thou haft loved Righteoufnefls and hated Inj-
«quity, therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed
thee with the Oil of Gladnefs above thy Fellows. So
ithat -although he is called -God, or a God, yet he
maft be acknowledged to'be mferior to his God and
Father, ‘who s ‘exprcily faid in this Paflage t0 have
saifed him to higher Digoity than the Angels, upon

3 Ae
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Accountof his greater Degree of Virtue and Obedience.

Rom. ix. 5. Of whom Chrilt came,’who is over all,
God bleffed for cver.

Chrift feems to be flyled, according to our Englifs
Tranflatien, God bleffed for ever : But in this Cafe |
mult appeal to the Learned, whether the Words are
not fairly capable of a different Rendering ; Of avbors
Chrift came, avho isower all,God be blefled for ever ® : or,
Of whom Chrift came, God who is over all be bleffed
for ever : or, Of whon as concerning the Flefh is Chrift,
whofe 15 the God over all, blefled for ever.

1 prefer the lift to any of the former; becaufe St
Paul’s profefled View, in thisand the foregoing Verfe,
is to reckon up the Fewi/b privileges. Now the Feaus
valued themfelves chiefly upon their deing the peculiar
People of God. They gloried in God being their God,
Chap. ii. 17. *Tis therefore unlikely thae the Apoitle,
fo great a Mafter of Addrefs, thould overlook the main
Privilege of the Feavi/b People, at a Time when he was
fpeaking in as high a Strain as poffible of his Coun-
trymen, in order 10 take ff from the Envy he might
be liable to from the difagreeable Subjet he was en-
tering upon, namely, the calting off the Feaws from
the extraordinary Favour of being the People of God,
and the admitting the Gentiles or Heatbens into the
gracious Terms of the Gofpel Covenant, whereby they
became entitled to all the Privileges of God’s People.
If the Cafe be confidered in this View, 'tis fearce poi-
fible to imagine that St. Paw/ fhould take no Notice of
the grand Privilege of the ¥eavi/b People upon fo re-
markable an Occafion, whea he carefully reckons up
all the reft of their Privileges. But if we take the
Words as I have rendered them, they admirably fuit
the Apoftle’s Defign, and the grand Privilege is inferted
to a noble Advantage. In Engli/s thus: Whofe is the
Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, and
the giving of the Law, and the Service, (namely, of
the Tabernacle and Temple) whofe are the Fathers,

® This is not the very Order of the Words in the Original
Grecek, but fuppofes a Tranfpofition of one fingle Letter, which
the Learned well know might eafily happen by the Miftake ofa
Tranfcriber,

and
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and of whom as concerning the Fleth is Chrift, whofe
is the God over all bleffed for ever. Fatbers, Clvifi,
Ged, appear with the utmoft Propriety. In Confirmation
of this Senfe of the Words, 'tis obfervable, thit re
Woard blefled is generally applied to God the Father in
sther Places of Scripture; Mark xiv. 61.  Art thou
the Chrit, the Son of the Blefed. Tis likewife agree-
able to St. Paul’s Way of exprefling himlelf, Rom. i,
25. The Heathens worthipped the Creature more than
the Creator, who is blefled for ever. See z Cor. i. 3.
Chap. xi. 31. Epbe/. 1. 3. Butadmitting chat chis lotty
Title, as 10 our T'ranflation, be applied to Chrift, 'dis

‘plain that he muft be excepted, as St. Paul argues up-

on asother Occafion, by whofe {upreme Authority he
is over all God blefled for ever.

Ithas been imagined, that our Saviour is ftyled God,
Adsxx. 28. To feed the Chuarch of God, which he hath
puzchafed with his own Blood. But the moft ancient
Aanufcripts read it, the Church of the Losd ; for the
Truth of which I appeal to the Learned.

" So likewife 1 Tim. iii. 16. God was manifefl in the
eth

The true Reading in this Text is not throughly fettled,

it being uncertain whetber God, awbo, or wbich be right.

Again, it has been thought that our Saviour is ftyled
tue God, « Fobw v. 20. This is the True God and
eternal Life.

Bat if St. Fobn's Style be confidered, and the whole
Verfe be throughly weigh'd,this Interpretation will ap-
pear very uareafonable. The Chara&er of true God
is naturally referred to God the Father, according to
§t. Jobn's Account of our Saviour's own Words, Fohn

2vii. 3. This is Life eternal, that they may know thee

the only true God, and Fefus Chriff whom thou haft
fent; to which Text this is parallel. "We know, fays the
Apoftle, that the Son of God is come, and hath given
us anUnderftanding that we may know him that is true
(tbe true God, as ic is expreffed in the beft and oldeft
Manoferipts, for the Truth of which I muft appeal to
the Learned,) and we are in him that is true, (the true
God, the Order of the Words plainly requiring it to be
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tnderficod of the fame Perfan) in (that-is, by or thro?)
Fefus Chrift. This is the true God and eternal Life.
The Meaning is ; this is the true God, whom the Son
of God hath given us an Underftanding to know, and
in whom we are by his Means. Thus Verfe 11. of
this Chapter : This is the Record that God hath given
to us eterna! Life, and this Life is in (that is, by or
throogh) his Son. But if we fuppofe the Words to re-
fer to Chrift, he is then ftyled the true God, and the
Son of the true God, in the fame Verfe, dire@ly con-
trary to our Saviour’s own Words, as delivered by the
fame St. Fobn, to which this Text is parallel. ;
Bat with regard to the Title of God being in fome
few Texts afcribed to our blefled Saviour, it may be
atked how God can be one according to the diflin&
Voice of Reafon and Scripture, as before obferved, if
other Beings, befides the one fupreme Deity, more par-
ticularly Chrift, may bejuflly called Gads ? To which
it may ge anfwered, that the one, or the only God, are
Expreflions in Scripture which fignify the chief or fa-
reme God. This appears exiremely plain from other
Fnﬂances: thus, when it is faid that God only is holy,
tho’ Angels are likewile ftyled holy, the Senfe muft be,

that he alone isfupereminently and unchangeably boly 3

as likewife it is declared, that there is none good but
one, that is God, tho we read of good Men and good
Spirits. In the fame Manoer, though there are Gods
many, as St. Pas/ tells us, to us Chriflians there is but
one God the Father, one Supreme God and Father 6f
all, and all others derive their Being, Power and Au-
thority from him, the chief and independent God of
the whole Creation.

Only letitbe carefully obferv’d, thatas we ought not
to allow the Chara€ler of an inferior God to any Be-
ing, without an exprefs Warrant from the ooe Supteme
Ged ; fo it is our indifpenfible Duty not to reverence
any Beings, though they might have been flyled Gods,
which was the Cafe of the Angelsin the Old Teftament,
as our Mediators and . Intesceffors, without an exprefs
Authority from the Gop of Gads, our Savicur being

the
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the ooly inferior God appointed to that Office by the
Mot High God aud Lord of Heaven and Easth.

The sext Title afcribed to our blefled Saviour,
whereby it has been inferred that be is God equal to
the Father, is Rev. i. 11, 17. Iam Alpha and Omega,
the Fistand the Latt.

"Tis, granted ¢hat this high Title is afcribed to Al-
nmighty God, as in other Paffages, fo likewife in this
very Chapter. But’tis very remarkable, thac this high
Titleis given' to our Saviour in' fuch a Way, as to di-
fingoith’ him from his God and Father; for it comes
sfier a folemn Declaration of the Father, I am-Alpha
isd Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, faith the
Lordjwhich is, and ‘which was, and whic is to come,
the Almighty.

Some Writers indeed have taken Pains to prove,
that this Defcription. is intended bf our Saviour, whereas
Mthing can be more evideat than that it is the peculiar
and difingutithing Charaéler of the Father only. Do
but read the beginniog of this Prophecy : 7ohn to the
feven Churches: which arein 4ffa ; Grace be unto you,
10d Peace from him which is, and which. was, and,
whichis to come ; and from the feven Spirits whichare .
before bis Throoe 3 and from Fefus Chriff, who is the
fiithfal Witnefs, and the Firft-begortten of the Dead.
Hete Fefas Chriff is undeniably reprefented in a Cha-
nfer very different from the Supreme Father, who
i3 the peculiar Charatter of bim which is, and which
w11, and which is to come.

_ "Tislikewife applied to the Perfon of the Father only,
B every other. Paffge where it occars. See Chap. iv.
€ Chip. xi. 17. Chap. xvi. 5 Add 1o this, that there
#05 Text in the New T(ft ment, whereia our Savi.
our is deferibed by the Charatter of Lord God Al-

ty.

1 this Chaptér the Father has the Ticle of Alpha
a0d Omega, the Bepinning and the Eoding ; and Chrilt
bes likewife the Tile of Alpha aod Omega, the Firlk
ad the Laft. (Seealfo Rev. xxii. 13.) Now the Que-
Bion is, whether we muft underftand this as apphied
to Chrift in as high a Senfe as when applied to the
Father? Do but compare the whole Context, and

it
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it"will plainly appear that there is a wide Difference in

the Manner of the Application, - The Father has the:
additional Charaéler of which is, and which was, and

which is to come, the Almighty ; which is never al-*
cubed to Chrift.  The Son has this Charaéter added,
Verl. 18. of this Chapter. Iam he that liveth, and was'
dead. By comparing this with the fifth Verle, where
our Saviour is called the Firff begotten of the Decd, the. *
Reafon may be determined of our Saviour’s being fiyled
Firft, as being the Firft-born from the Dead, as “tisex-
prefled Colof. i. 18. And probably he is ilyled laft, be. *
caufe he is to continue Head of the Church, invelted =
with regal Authority, till he hath throughly accom-
plithed all that God foretold fhould be fulfilled : God' ™
hath made him Head over all Things, and he moft: *
reign till he hath puc all Enemies under his Footftool.
Our Saviour is likewife ftyled, The Autbor and Finifber:
of our Faith, Heb. xii. 2. Upon the Whole; Chrifcis-
friled Alpha and Omega, the Firft and the Laft,
confiftencly with the Acknowledgment of the Father
being Alpha and Omega the Beginning and Eading, in
a'far higher Seofe, as being the Almighty, which s

and which was, and which 1s to come.

* Again, it has been urged God is King of Kings, and
Lord of Lords; Chrift is alfo called King of Kiogy
and Lord of Lords, and therefore he is God equal 0.
the Father. The Weaknefs of this Argument: fuffici-
ently appears by what has been already fet ferch. 'Tis
granted, that our Saviour has this grand Title aferibed
to him, Rew. xvii. 14. and xix. 16. But if you confider
the Declarations of the New Teftament, this can oc-
cafion no Confufion : God hath made bim Lord of Lords,
A&;sii. 36.—God hath fet him at his own right Hand
in the Heavenly Places: far above all Principality and
Power, and Might and Dominion, and every Name
that is named.—And hath put all Things under his
Feet, and gave him to be the Head over all Things
to the Church, Ephe/. i. 20, 21, 22. Tis very furpnz-
ing, that learned Perfons fhould conclude that Chrift,
who is exprefsly faid to be made Lord, and appoisted
King ever all rational Beings, is equal to him who mad; s
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ird appointed him; and it is frequently declared, that
1ll the Power and Authority, with'which our Saviour is
mvefled, is derived from his God and Father, He re-
ceived his Kingdom from Almighty God, and' will at
li#, according to the exprefs Declarations of St. Puu/,
deliver it up to him, who is therefore the only Potentate,
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, in the higheft
I.H;moﬁ abfolute Senfle, as being Supreme King, Lord
ad God of all, the Son himfelf vot excepted ; who,
by bis Appointment, and in a lower Senfe, is a King
of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Farther, it has been frequently urged that the Son is
erprefly faid to be one wiﬁl the Father. J2én x. 30.
I'sed my* Father are ome. *Tis not faid that [ and

Father are one God, but one Thing ; and what
bat is, you may eafily learn from what goes before.

" The Jmws afked our Savicur, Verf. 24. How long
doft thou make us doubt ? If thou be the Chrift, tell us
plaiely. Our Saviour replies, Verf. 25. The Works
ihat [ do in my Father’s Name, they bear Witnefs of
me; that is, the miraculous Works which our Siviour
peiformed proved him to be the Mefliah, or a Perfon
fent forth from God. Verf. 26. But ye (faith he) be-
lieve not, becaufe ye are not of my Sheep; thac is,
Jou are malicions and frejudiced Perfons. Verf. 27,
2%, My Sheep (well-difpofed Perfons) hear my Voice,
and follow me, and I giveunto them eternal Life, and

thall never perith, neither fhall any pluck them out
- ofmy Hand. Veif. 29. 30. For my Father, which
¢ them me, is greater than all; and none is able to
plack them out of my Father’s Hands: [ and my Fa-
her are one ; that is, fince the Farher, who is greater
thin all, hath given the Sheep to the Son, none can

k them out of the Hands of the Son ; fo thacwhe-
her the Sheep be in the Haads of the Father, who is

glkr than all, or in the Hands of the Son, to whom
he Father hath piven them, is one and the fame Thing
nEe®. This is the natural Senfe of the Words, plain-
z&:ﬁrmed by the Context. They are ufed in the very
me Senfe in other Places. Fobn xvii. 22. That they
'v {my Difciples) may be oue, even as we (I and the Father)
' are




Cop

o, A7 6

Pi‘;

it




