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PREFACE.

T is with sorrowful feelmgs that we close the nineteenth volume of Things fo Come.

The sad death of the revered Editor in June last brought to a close the work of nineteen years,
during which he had been the means of opening up to so many the treasures of the Sacred Word.

DEAR FRIENDS,

For this faithful witness. to the riches of Divine Revelation,

we give devout. thanks to

Almighty God. Since the pen fell from the hands of the beloved Dr. Bullinger the work has been

carried on mainly by means of the materials which were already in his hands.

Itis hoped that ere Iong it may be possxble to make an announcement asto a permanent editor.

Meantime, readers may be assured that there will be no lowering of the ﬂag, but the same testi-
mony will continue to be borne to the authority and inerrancy of the Divine Oracles, and the

importance of “rightly dividing the Word of Truth.”

Those who have contributed articles in the past are warmly thanked, and assured that their

continued interest will be highly appreciated.

Grateful acknowledgement is also made of the support hitherto given, on such a generous scale, to the
Publishing Fund ; and with a continuance of the same the work of the Lord will not languish in our hands.

c/o M1ss ELIZABETH DODSON,

“ BREMGARTEN,” GOLDER’S HILL, HAMPSTEAD,

November, 1913.

Yours in “that blessed hope,”

STIN
N.W. - .- T_HE ACTING EDITO}?.
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THINGS TO COME.

No. 223. JANUARY, 1913. Vol. X1X. No. 1,
Oc ol Yo -1 Yo =1 | To Peter ““the keys of the kingdom™ were given,
a O | showing that, to him was -given the privilege of
H Editor’ial H announcing it, first to Israel, and then to the Gentiles.:

: . In Acts 2. 14, Peter first proclaimed it saying “ Ye'
0 0
men of Judaea, and all that dwell at ]erusalem
EJ = == O In v. 22, *“ Ye men of Israel”; and in v. 36, ¢* Let all
“THE LORD HATH SPOKEN.” the house of Israel know assuredly . . . for the promise
1V. “By THEM THAT HEarRD Hiw.” (Heb. 2. 3). is unto you and your children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call”

THE EArRLIER Paviine EPisTLEs.

(ii).

(Continued from Vol. XVIII, p. 133). r

THeE EPisTLE To THE Romaxs.

HE Epistle to the Romans, though the last written
T of the earlier of the Pauline Epistles, as to the
chronological order, is placed first in the canonical .
order, i.e., as we have them to-day in all versions of
the Bible ; and indeed, in all the Greek manuscripts :
of the New Testament; for not one MS. has ever yet °
been seen with the Pauline Epistles in any other order.

That is why we call it the *“ canonical " order. !

The reason for these two different orders has already !
been explained” ; so that we need not say more about
it now. N

The two great points for us to remember concerning
thls Epistle are these:

. That being the last of the earlier Paulme Epistles, i
1t was nearer. the close of the Dispensation covered by !
the Acts of the Apostles; and consequently that, as
it was written before Acts 28. 235, 26, we may expect
to find in it some special references to the dispensational
change which was then drawing near. And
" 2. That being one of the earlier Epistles, we must
expect to find the same references in Romans as to the
'special facts whicii characterised that then present Dispen-
sation, as we find in those Epistles.

And, if we look carefully, we shall find them ; for,
they are on the surface.

..The Epistle to the Romans stands out prommently
among the earlier Epistles, while it is, on the other
hand, quite distinct, d:spensatlonally, from the later
Epistles, written from his prison in Rome.

+ The structure of Romans specifically sets this forth.
‘Without going into its minuter details, its broad out--
lines stand out distinctly, and are shown to be -

‘A | Doctrinal. Chaps. 1-8.

B | Dispensational. Chaps. 9-11.
4 | Practical. Chaps. 12. 1—15. 7.
B | Dispensational. Chap. 15. 8-10.

From the' earliest promise to Abraham it was made
quite clear that all nations were to be blessed through
Abraham, and with his seed. This is soon manifested
in the Dispensation of the Acts.

i not to treat as unclean.

-'..'1' Se¢ Vol. XIII., April, 1907. -*

(. 39) o

Who were included in this expression may be seen
from Daniel's prayer, when he prayed, “O Lord,
righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto us con-
fusion of face, as at this day; to the inhabitants of
! Jerusalem, and unto all Isracel, that are near and that are

t far off, through all the countries whither Thou hast

driven them " (Dan. 9. 7).
Only God's people, Israel, were summoned in this

. first proclamation referred to by our Lord in Matt, 22..
1-7; and this was the subject of Peter’s proclamation

down to the end of Acts 9.

Then in chapter 10. Peter used the other key, when
he was sent by God down to Casarea; God having
first taught him that what He bad cleansed, Peter was
This lesson Peter learnt and
testified to (Acts 10. 34-43).

From that time those of the Gentiles who * received
the word” of the Lord by “them that heard
Him,"” were grafted into the olive tree of Israel, and
thus became partakers of Israel’s religious privileges.

Now Rom. 9, 10, and 11 were written to instruct
them and us as to the relationship of these * wild olive
branches” to the brahches of the pareni stock ; and
the privileges of Gentile believers are 'shown to be
neither greater nor less, nor other than those of the
stock of Israel into which they had been grafted.

The olive tree had not yet been cut down: for the
process of this grafting was going on when Paul wrote
to them. These Gentile grafts were thus duly warned
that, if “some” of the original unbelieving branches
were broken off, these Gentile grafts were not to boast
as though the natural branches were broken off
to make room for them (the grafted branches), be- .
cause the natural branches were broken off through
unbelief, and the Gentile branches were grafted in -
by faith. Hence the warning that the same unbelief
would lead to the'same cutting off (vv. 17-22).

Yea (the whole argument concludes), how much
more shall the natural branches of Israel which were
then bemg broken off, be grafted in again “1f they

abide not in unbelief " (Rom. 11. 23, 24). : SR

All these are references to the then- 1mpendmg'
change of Dispensation. - -
There is nothmg here of the doctnne of the Prison

7/ M &
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2 THINGS TO COME.

JANUARY, 1913.

Epistles which treat of, and unfold ‘the glory of God’s
grace,” and reveal the fulness of the secret which
“from the beginning of the world had been hid in
God" (Eph. 3. g).

Romans, being one of the carlier Epistles of Paul
partakes therefore of the dispensational character of the
Acts of the Apostle, so far as the standing of Jew and
Gentile before God is concerned.

But it has also the same references to dispensational
change (which was conditioned by the repentance of
Israel) as we find in all the other Pauline epistles
which were written during that Dispensation.

And, being nearer than any of them to the coming

crisis, we may expect to find still more definite refer- |

ences to it.

We have not to read far before we come upon a
solemn reference to ‘‘the day of wrath”
" the very earliest Epistle (the first to the Thessalonians).

There we read of ‘“the wrath” which had already
come upon the nation *for an end” (not ‘““to the
uttermost” as in A.V. and R.V., for the Greek is
simply eis felos=for an end); viz., either the end
according to God's counsels as recorded in the
prophets (if they repented); or, the end (for a time) of
their national existence, and the postponement of their
national blessing until such time (if they continued im-
penitent); for that will yet follow Israel’s national
repeatance,* ¢ when it shall turn to the Lord.”

“This is * the wrath to come™ of 1 Thess. 1. 10, from |

which those who had ¢ received the word " had been
-and ‘would be delivered in the manner described in
chap. 4. 16, 17.

Now, when we open Romans we find there the same
“day of wrath " referred to ; not as to something some
1,900 years distant, but as something very near at
‘hand, and in which those whom the apostle ad-
dressed were, or might be, personally concerned.

" But after thy hardness and impenitent beart
‘treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the

‘day of wrath and revelation (=apocalypsc) of the |

righteous judgment of God; Who will render to
/ every man according to hxs deeds” (Rom. 2. 5, 6).
" And again:

“ As many as have sinned without law shall
perish also without law; and as many as have
sinned in (or, under) the law shall be judged by

. thelaw in the day when God shall judge
" . the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, accbrdmg to
my gospel ” (Rom. 2. 12, 16).
“ The day ' here referred to, whlch ‘was accordmg
'to Paul's gospel, is the same day that J6hn the Baptist
had already proclaimed when he said “flee from the
wrath about to come” (Matt 8. 7): "and it was the
..day and ‘“‘the judgment’ referred to by our Lord,
when He declared that it should be *“more tolerable ”
..-for Tyre and.Sidon and even for Sodom than *“ FOR
YOU": i.e., for that «* wicked,” *adulterous,” ‘ un-
“toward " generation which + bad ‘seen “the days
. of the Son of Man " (Matt. 11.20-24). - ‘

* See Lev. 26. 40-42.

't Kings 8. 46-53, Hos. 5, 15: 14,1, 2, 4.

referred to in

It was the day which would see the meeting of that
age and the age that was ‘“about.to come; the day
of that then existing generation in which “the Son of
Man " would, as the appointed judge, *‘ render to every
man according to his deeds”” (Matt. 16. 27).

Of course that day is now future to us at this present
fime because the nation did not repent; but it was
very present and imminent to them in that day in a
manner and in a degree which it is not to us in this day.

Coming judgment and following glory are alike post-

‘poned; and those who believe God in His subsequent

revelation "of His secret purposes have the blessed
hope of being with Him before *“that day ' shall arrive.

We have a further reference to that then present age
of suffering ; and to the imminence of the glory which
should follow in chap. 8, which we will translate and
set out according to the structure:

c [ 18. For I reckon that the sufferings

of the time now [present] are not alsktason
worthy [to be compared] with the ﬁ-o o
glory ‘about to be revealed (=1 yCRE

| agokalupto) untous. (Cp. 2 Cor. 4.17).%

D l 19. For the earnest expectation
of the creation ardently awaits the} Expectation
| apocalypse of the sons of God.

C*!20-. For, to vanity was creation)
isubjected, not voluntarily, but on-
raccount of him who subjected [it].

Reason
for the
J expectatlon

D 2 hog:\: aiteth, I say, (from v. 19 ]1 Expectation
C3121. Because the creation itself also R
. shall be freed from its’ bondage of foiafﬁg

| corruption into the freedom of the| .
: glory of the children of God. J expectation
D3 22,23. For we know that the whole
' creation groaneth and travaileth
: (as in birth pangs) until now, and
lnot only [it] but ourselves also,
| having the first-fruit of the Spirit,
even weourselvesgroan within our-
selves, ardently awaiting the son-
ship, the redemption of our body. o
The first thing that is clear in this passage is the
fact that the deliverance was near at hand; and not
some nineteen hundred years distant. ¢ The glory
which is about to be unveiled to us,” Gr. (tén mellousan
doxan apokaluphthenaz eis hémas). Thbe mention of birth-
pangs is another proof that the * deliverance ** was near.
It is further clear that this glorious gonsummation
was- ardently expected. “ The glory about Yo be revealed

Expectation

| was the countervailing hope in view of * the wrath about,

to be vevealed.” ' Both were part of the Parousia.

“Qught not'Christ to have suffered these things, and
to enter into His glory ? "’ the Lord had asked on the
way to Emmaus.

# Christ must needs have suffered,” Paul had de-
clared in Thessalonica.

And, having suffered, nothing was needed but the
repentance of Israel for the realxsauon of " the glory
that should follow.”

** Qur light aflictlon which is but fora moment

‘*2Cor, 4. 17;

- worketh for us a far more exceedmg and eternal weight of glory

. - . R
N .
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". the'cause, or the consequence.
& ‘vanity, and lives in a conscious’ struggle to free itself,

.

v

e,
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It was not for ‘“death” that the Thessalonian
believers were waiting, but for “ God's Son from
heaven.” And THUS toewver be with the Lord ; even so
here, it was not for death that the Corinthian be-
lievers were waiting, but for their ¢ house " (or spiritual
body) from heaven, that so they might be ‘“absent”
from this body of humiliation, and be * present with the
Lord" in their ‘“changed and glorified bodies.

Death could not have been the subject of this ardent
expectation. Death would be no compensation for the
‘ sufferings of that “ present time.” ¢ The redemption

of the body ™ is to be brought about by a glorious

resurrection, not by sufferings and death.

The apostle was not thus mocking these suffering
ones. He was comforting, cheering, and encouraging
them to bear up under their tribulations.

Moreover, the death of these suffering believers
_could never have brought deliverance to a groaning
creation. For the. earnest expectation of creation
ardently waits for the manifestation of the sons of God,
and this, in glory, not in death. They will not and
cannot be manifested in the grave, but in the glory.

The very word used for this “expectation” implies,
nay, necessitates the fact that it might possibly be very
near at hand. It is apokaradokes, and means to wait
with uplifted head, implying not merely a vague longing
but a waiting with the assurance and persuasion of
the nearness and reality of what, with upllfted eyes,
they looked for.

But .the word “creation” cannot be extended to
inanimate creation, such as mountaing, hills and-seas;
. or, even animate creation without the knowledge of

revelation.

* . -It must refer and be limited to those animate beings

who have will, and can exercise /iope, and can experi-

-

ence bondage, and can intelligently expect and long for |

deliverance from it.

Moreover, these animate beings are divided into two

classes :—those who bave already the first-fruit of the
. Spirit, and those who have not the first- frult of the
Spirit.

It was to animate human beings that the gospel was
to be proclaimed, “to every creature ' (the same word),
and which was proclaimed to every creature under
heaven (the same word), as is positively so stated in

Col.. 1. 23.

Humanity groans, but unconscxously It knows not

" To this fact we owe the conflict of political parties
. in our midst; the “unrest” of peoples, and the wars
. ‘between nations.
All are searching for freedom and l1berty, but they
know not the cause of their bondage.
MAN HAS REJECTED GOD.
Eve believed the Devil's two great liesi in Gen. 3. 4, 5
S * “YE SHALL NOT SURELY DIE.’
- -+ " and
. "vn 'SHALL BE AS Goos,
‘and thus became under bondage t? Satan .

!h"‘l

It experiences the

The first man *“was not deceived.”” It does not say he
did not know. But, we may well believe that it was
“not willingly '’ that he fell. But he fell, all the same;"
whatever the reason might have been and, with the
woman, became ‘““in the transgression” (1 Tim. 2. 14).

Yes! We may well believe it was * not willingly.”

The word “ deceived " tells us the whole story. .

If Satan had been the ruler of *“the world that then

s” (Gen. 1. 1; 2 Peter 3. 6), and brought about its
« overthrow" (Gen. 1. 2) and “overflow” (2 Peter 3.
6); then 'we can understand why he should seek
Adam’'s overthrow (Gen. 3.) when Gaod had given
““the first man dominion” (Gen. 1. 28) over ‘‘the
heavens and the earth which are now" (2 Peter 3. )

And we can understand why the same Satan (or
adversary). should seek the ‘‘overthrow’ of ‘the Son
of man" to Whom God afterward committed ** dominion-
over the works of His hands and put all things under
His feet ” (Psalm 8. 6). -

We can thus understand the temptation in the
wilderness, and the agony in the garden.

Satan is. ‘“the god of this world "' as to its religion
(2 Cor. 4. 3, 4); and “ the prince of this world” as to
its politics: and humanity has become ‘subject” to
bis dominion.

But there is another side of this subjection to vanity.

\When men believed the devil's lies there is a sense
also in which God subjected mankmd to vanity by
giving them up.

The word * vanity"” throughout the Old Testament
is another- word for sdolatry. Idols are constantly
called ¢ vanities,” or nothings, “ lying vanities "’ (Psalm
31. 6; Jonah 2. 8; Jer. 10. 8; 15); and in the New .
Testament also. See Acts 14. 15.

In Psalm 81 Jehovah said unto Israel: _

“ Hear, O My people, and I will testify unto thee:

O Israel, if thou wilt hearken unto Me:

There shall no strange god be in thee;

Neither shalt thou worship any other god .

But My people would not harken to My voice ;

And:Israel would [have] none of Me,
SO I GAVE THEM UP

- unto their own hearts’ lusts; .

And they walked in their own counsels.”
8-16). '

If this was the case with Israel we must not be
surpnsed at the judicial subjection to these “vanmes
in the case of the Gentiles.

Three times over in the first chapter of thls very
Eplstle it is deﬁ.mtely so stated. -
In verse 21 ,we read: * Because that when. they
knew not God, they glonﬁed Him not as God, nexther_‘
were thankful; but became vasn (the same verb) in
their 1mag1natlons, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise ‘they -

(Ps. 81,

‘became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible

God into an 1mage like to corruptxble man,
. WHEREFORE GOD GAVE THEM UP. . .- . .
Agam. we read that they ' changed the TRUTH of |

\God into é lxe, and worshxpped and served the

-~ 4
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creature more than the Creator, Who is blessed for l promise of Gen. 3. 15, and point to the close of ‘ the

ever, Amen.
FOR THIS CAUSE GOD GAVE THEM UP.

And again; “even as they did not like to retain’
God in their knowledge,

' GOD GAVE THEM UP.
- . (Rom. 1. 21-32).

So that there may be a sense in which humanity
was judicially made subject to vanity, and thus were
“concluded (or shut up) in unbelief.” (Rom 11. 32.)

‘The subjection was. thus instrumentally the work of
Satan ; actually it was due to the fall of man; and
judicially it was the act of God.

The consequences may well
‘“ groaping.”

On the part of those who have not the first-fruit of
the Spirit, it may be unconscious, and without
knowledge of the reason,

Man.does not see that having rejected and murdered
it is indeed *“vanity " for him
to be talking and seekmg after peace, apart from
Him, but he is “groanmg all the same.

But those who had the first-fruit of the Spmt,

be described as

poured forth, and, as in Acts 2 were ardently expect- |

"ing the promised deliverance.

They were experiencing the very birth-pangs of its
being brought forth and manifestéd at the appearing of
the sons of God in glory.

There was a true sense in which, as they were near-
ing the end of that dispensation, it was ‘nearer’ to
them than when they first believed the blessed promise
of the sending of Jesus Christ and the restitution of all
things of which the prophets had spoken (Acts 3. 19-26).

These are’ the words of this very Epistle (Rom. 13.
11, 12):—

“And this, knowing the time, that (it is] already
the hour, we should be roused out of sleep, for

NOwW [IS] OUR SALVATION NEARER
than when we [first] believed.

THE NIGHT 1S ADVANCED,
THE DAY HAS DRAWN NEAR.

The wbole passage “should be read (Rom. 13. 11-14);
for, it bears out to the full the point we are pressing,
viz., that, had the condition as to Israel's repentance
been fulfilled, the Lord would then have come.

But Israel did not repent, and the result was tbat

_ promises and blessings were alike
- POSTPONED.

And so creation now is ‘ henceforth expectmg, not,
1t may be, with the samé hope of a speedy fulfilment.

But, nevertheless, those.of us who have believed
God’s subsequent revelation have the blessed hope of

. the exanastasis (if called.to « fall on sleep™); or.of « our
heavenward Call " (if alive and remaining), asin Phil. 3.

. The epistle to the Romans closes (in one of 1ts post-
scnpts) with the promise
“THE GOD OF PEACE WILL BRUISE SATAN
~UNDER YOUR.FEET SHORTLY.”

; ;...This -assurance must”. refer back to ‘the .original

: . . . ~ c
. . ot .
- et g R . ~ ) - Ve

|

great conflict of the ages,” fulﬁllmg as it will “all that
the prophets have spoken' concerning this glorious
consummation. Then it could be spoken of as coming

to pass
“ SHORTLY."

But through the continued impenitence of Israel,
that hope was

POSTPONED. . -

Nevertheless, we also, who have ‘ trusted’ after
that we heard the word of the truth. the glad tidings
of OUR salvation, in which, having believed also, are
‘““sealed by the Holy Spirit of the promise”—the
promise of a deliverance which waits for no con-
ditions to be fulfilled, but which may be realised now,
at any moment. See Eph. 1. 13, 14.

The deliverance of humanity from its groaning waits
as of old, for certain conditions to be fulfilled, and for
certain events to take place; but our deliverance and

i rapture depends upon nothing.but the ‘“ Call” of Him

with Whom *“our life is hid” and in Whom we are
now * blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heaven-
lies,” from whence our ¢ Call " will come.
There are other phenomena connected with this
Epistle, and its special relation to the Prison Epistles.
For example: The question as to the date when it

. was completed and issued by the Apostle in its final

form.

The remarkable postscript 16. 25-27 was added, at
least, five years after the Epistle was commenced in "
A.D. 58. .

This postscript, as we have more than once pomted
out, refers to the double ministry of the Apostle (1) the
Gospel of the Grace of God which had been promised
before in the writings of the prophets, and (2) the
Ministry of the Mystery of Christ and the Church
which was not the subject of promise, but was made
known to the Apostle by direct revelatlon from GOD,
as set forth in Ephesians. :

“Chapters 9. 10. and 11. form a remarkable section,
and are of the nature of an appendix. If these chapters
were added by Paul as late as the postscript, their
connection with Acts 28. 28 would be very apparent.

Chronologically, therefore, Romans is connected both
with the earlier and later Epistles; and its deep spirit-
ual teaching is the true foundation for the later
Epistles, as we have often seen.

Under ¢ Things New and Old " (. 7), we re- msert an .
article from Vol. XIII. (1907). :

¢ ——

A NEW SYNOPSIS,
R ' OR ’ )
THE MESSAGES OF THE BOOKS,
IN THE LiGHT oF AcGe-TiME TEACHING.

By JaMes CHRISTOPHER SMITH.
Introductory. v

N attempt is here made to state the gist or sum of
"the contents of the berary of books called the

Bible, from tho.- standpomt of Age Txme teachmg
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The *“stewardships "’ of truth,in the different ‘ ages
of Bible history, give the key to the understanding of
the whole. _ '

They show the books to be a great unity and
disclose to us that, in a profound sense, these writings |
have

 proceeded out of the mouth of God : '
that they are
“THE Worp oF Gop:"
and that they are
“ GOD-BREATHED.'

The very attempts made, of late years, to show that
the books of Scripture are nothing more, or little more,
than patch-work, human productions, have deeply

impressed some of -us as being an utterly false attitude :

and have confirmed our confidence in the propbetic
unity and God-breathed character of the writings.

The position, that the human mind is, or ever can
be, the judge of truth is breaking down under the
weight of its own impossible claim: and we gladly
turn from these blind imaginings to the precious
revealings of the Book itself.

Just as it is impossible for any one to pamt the
word-picture of the Lord Jesus, THE LivinG WOoRD, as is
done in the Gospels, apart from tbe facts being just as
they say and apart from the inspiring grace and
"guidance of the Holy Spirit: so it is impossible for
‘men to produce the WRITTEN WoRD apart from the
originating, moving \and truth-revealing Spirit of God.

. The three great factors of prophecy, miracle and

successive stewardships of new truth stamp the Bible
. as entirely beyond man’s power to produce and set it
apart, for ever, as the very

‘“ WRITING OF TRUTH.”

And to show plainly what is *noted ™ therein, for
the edification of the children c¢f God, is more than
all earthly treasure.

The proposition that the Sacred Writings, as a
whole, are from God, is set forth in the loftiest lan-

. guage in Heb. 1. 1-4.
~ “In many portiens and in many ways God having
spoken of old, to the fathers, by the prophets, at the
last stage of these days spoke to us by a son whnom
He appointed heir of all things, through Whom, also,
" He made the Ages: " Who, being a gleam of the Glory
and an express Image of His being, and bearing up

‘the universe with the word of His power, having made-|

_ purification of sins, sat down at the right hand of the
. Majesty in the Highest.”
.-~ Thus the two parts of the one inspired volume are
' clasped by the tremendous fact that

“ GOD SPAKE.'

The same God spoke in both: both bear Hxs name
and His authority: and.the man who says he can
‘receive the one and reject the other speaks with a
“lying spirit,” and is self (or Satan) deéeived.

- To show, therefore, the content of the Word that
_ “lives and abides” is the best answer to all unbelief
and the surest way to withstand the poisonous and
. ﬁery- suggestxons of the Great Enemy whose baneful

v

: business is, and always has been, to deny and to
I discredit what God has said.
|
l

From time to time efforts have been made by learned
and godly men to show the leading truths in the
various books of Scripture:* and similar efforts are in
progress in our time.
helpful ;-
well, a bubbling fountain, a book of cumulative fulﬁl-
ments and of radiating light! '
i  Accordingly, the present endeavour to show the
! essence and sum of the books from the point of view
of Age-Time teacbing, it is believed, will be welcomed
by many who are rejoicing in the “increasing l:ght "
which the unfolding of the «“ Purpose of the Ages’ bas
brought them.

To know the Bible, guided by the Spirit of Truth,
is to know God and His Son, Jesus Christ: and, thus
fortified; we shall be able to say, as the darkness of
Apostasy increases,

“By the word of Thy lips I have kept me from the.
paths of the destroyer” (Psalm 17. 4).

* Attention will be given to these works in preparing these
chapters: and a Bibliography will be added in due course.

i Oc
o]
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Dispensational Expositionsi

Being a Series of Studies having Special Reference
g to the Epistles of Paul &sthe Present Dispensation. 5
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; No. 30.

. THE PRAYERS OF THE LORD’'S PRISONER.
i Eph.: 1. 15-23.

Continued from Vol. XVIIL, p. 143).

IN concluding our paper on the first prayer we quote
again its opening words:
«“ That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of Glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.”
There is no article with the word “spirit,” it does not
refer to the Holy Spirit Himself but to the effect of Hxs
gracious operations. ’
Wisdom and revelation are the terms used to describe
| the spirit -for which the Apostle prays. -Isaiah 11. 2
| furnishes us with a similar usage, the “spirit of wisdom

Il

and understanding,” etc, /

to understand the tru of the Mystery?
ency in this matter;

they may contribute to our bias and
prejudice.

of riches etc. So with the believer to-day. As he seeks
wisdom, wisdom will reveal the riches of grace, glory.
and power, stored up in the Lord ]esus Christ.

Y
-

All such works are welcome and”
but the Word of God is inexhaustible—a deep

Upbnngmg and education cannot supply the defici- -
This wisdom must come from above.’

When Solomon chose wisdom above riches or power, °
God evidenced His pleasure by adding these other gifts -

The word ** wisdom " occurs pine txmes in the pnson

]
a

'

How often have we prayed for this spirit of ‘wisdom ? ..
- Without this heavenly wisdom how .can we expect ;
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Epistles—and only in those Epistles wherein the Lord

Jesus Christ is called the HEAD, and where He is.

described as the FULNESS of His people. This fact
emphasizes the teaching of Col. 2. where an empty,
deceitful philosophy is shown to be an attack on the
believer, seeking to make him “not hold the Head.”
The three occurrences of the word ¢ wisdom " in Ephes-
ans are as follows:—

.Eph.1.8. 9 “In all wisdom and prudence havma
made known the secret of His will.”
Eph. 1. 17 ‘A spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
. knowledge of Him.”
Eph. 3. 10 “Unto the principalities . . might be

known by the church, the manifold wisdom
of God.”

It will be seen that each occurrence has relation to
the Mystery and that in each passage there is a refer-
ence to'knowledge.

Not only wisdom, however, but revelation is necessary.
This does not mean that visions and dreams or any of
the excitable phenomena which accompany rnuch of the
undlspensatlonal teaching of some movements, are
given to the believer; but, as the word revelation means,
the veil of traditional ideas and human failure is
removed, and the word of Truth in all its clearness
is discerned. Those of our readers who have seen
the beauties of the prison Epistles, possess the same

“Bible as they did when they believed the tradition of
men. \We have no private version of our own—we have

been enabled by grace to believe that God means what

He says’; the veil has been removed ; and we see. °
The god of this Age, is actively engaged in veiling
the precious truth of the Gospel of the Glory of Christ
. (2 Cor. 4. 4) : and, were it not for this *spirit of wisdom
and unveiling " we should be effectively prevented from
beholding with unveiled face the Glory of the Lord.
This heavenly wisdom and revelation is found in one
sphere only “in the knowledge of Him.” The word
Him refers particularly to God the Father, as a reading
'of the context will show. The word “knowledge " is
: epxgnosw, and means full, personal knowledge as con-
trasted with a passmg acquamtauce It is the word
‘particularly used in the prison eplstles in relation to the
_ truth of the Mystery

To know Him is the grand goal; John 17. puts the

lesser word gindské as synonymous with Eternal Life.
The blessings of the Millennial Kingdom are crystallized
in the words that * the knowledge of the Lord shall cover
the earth as the waters cover the sea”: the goal of the
Mystery is summarised’ a.s"‘the knowledge of Him,”
"'and the excellency of the knowledge of Christ }esus
" our Lord. Before we read ‘the knowledge of Him"
in Eph..1. we read of ‘“your ,faith in the Lord
_ Jesus.” It is idle to talk of knowing God unless we
. believe  the One sent of God. This is confirmed by
many passages. Indeed the great characteristic of faith
.in. the- epistles of Paul.is the faith of (pertammg to,
, or restmg on) Jesus Christ.” .
KK There is only one pathway of the knowledge of‘ God
.' tlmt 15, falth in Chnst T T N S PRURAC e

. e . .
A L. “ . Y v,

e A e N 2 N R

It must be observed however, now that we have
considered the passage, that the Apostle does not pray
that these believers may know God—the true request
comes in the next verse *That ye may know Who is
the hope of His calling.” The prayer of verse 17 is
directed to the need of the believer before he' can
approach the grand theme of the prayer.

Before we can “get to know Who is the Hope," etc.,
we must have “a spmt of wisdom and unvexlmg in the

" knowledge of Him.”

With this wondrous clause we would close this paper,
reserving. for fuller consideration the prayer proper, as

~developed. in-the verse which follows.

Let .us all pray for this spirit; let us seek this
wisdom which comes alone from Him in Whom are hid
all the treasures of. wisdom and knowledge; let us seek

this unveiling, praymg that the veil of the tradxtlon and.

doctrines of men may be removed from the eyes of
our heart; ‘and let us realise that the great sphere of this
bléssed wisdom and revelation is “in the knowledge of
Him.” - So shall we be prepared to go on to get-to
know more of His wondrous love, His treasures of
grace, His exceeding riches which are treasured up
in our Risen and Glorified Head, Jesus Christ our
Lord. s

It will be observed that the Apostle prays to God the
Father.
Father of our Lord jesus Christ.”

Ordinarily prayer is addressed .to God the Father.
We who pray are “in Christ,” and if we.addréss our
prayers to the Lord Jesus Christ, we by so doing
practically step out of our
access. : _

This in no wise touches the essential Deity of the
Lord Jesus Christ, it has reference to the present

relationship between God and Man which, in His wise

and gracious counsels, demands a Mediator.
There are exceptional cases of prayer addressed to

In 3. 14 we read, “I bow. my knees unto the’

place of safety and

the Lord Jesus Christ, and such must be given their.

place but, ordinarily, we feel that the Apostle's example

gives the true address of prayer, that prayer is ta be-
addressed to the Father through the mediation of the-

f.ord Jesus Christ; by the power and guidance of the
Holy Spirit; iz harmony with the revealed will of God

_as contained in His \Vord.

The Apostle prays' that the believ er may have gwen
to him “a spmt of wisdom and revelation, in the know-
ledge of Him:” ‘

1 CHARLES H \IVELCH
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Box 1096,
New Haven, Conn., U.S.A.
sth Oct., 1912.

Dear Dr. BuLLINGER,—Recent new discoveries in
Numerics lead me to feel that bottom is at last reached
—not as to wonders; they are endless—but, at least,
as to comparatively qmck methods of securing perfect
texts. But the details—making tables, vocabularies,
etc., is enormous—old Greek Tables are lies, but
Briareus with his 100 arms—I am anxious to believe
in such a one—is badly needed. Can you secure,
through Things to Come, volunteers for help in the
work ?° The Old Testament specially. It may. call
out some who know even a little Hebrew, to do work
under my direction. though I could use belp also on
the New. I suspect the Old Testament text to be far
purer than the Greek; and since Westcott and Hort's
proves such an excellent text, and their proportion of
errors is so small, the labour on the Old'is likely to be
less troublesome. But passages must be taken at
‘random in every book so as to kave the proof. And for
this many helpers are necessary. If such helpers can
be fouad, I would draw up a schedule of methods of
labour.

With Matthew out of the way, I can now go on to
Mark. For three weeks Y knew that somewhere in
Matthew is one word too much between chapters
xili.—xxiit. But it took me three weegks of the
hardest toil at last to find pafnprwr in 26. 20, to be the
superfluous word (not-in Rec. Text, which for once is
right). When I started on Matthew finaily, I knew that
only two words out of 18317 must come out. The first
one errac in 12, 11, [ discovered very quickly, but three
solid weeks of brain-racking figuring, (like finding an
error in bank balance), it took to prove that pafyrwv is
an intruder. _

. We sorely need a school (not necessarily mechanically
organised) for working on God's Book. Up to
Solomon’s Temple I now have also a perfect chronology,
-and from there on it is plam sailing anyhow.

Yours in Christ,

' . ; I. PANIN.
In the succegding papers it is intended to give the
reader some insight, not only into the scope of
Numerics, but also into their method. No problem
is Sso hopeless to scholarship unaided by Numerics
as that of the authorship of the Bible books; especially
of the anonymous ones. There has been, as there
‘hxtherto could be, naq. science about them.

been’ the . work of the latest ¢‘science,” which
likes "to think of itself as'“advanced.” There can,
indeed, be no dispute as to advance, the only question
being as to whethsr it has been truthward or elsewhere.

Numerics solve the problem of New Testament
authorship as here presented; and every one of the 33
Bible writers can be demonstrated as surely as those
elght New Testament writers to be presented in
;our next paper: "And- )ust as the proof as to the
913 occurrences of Inoovs is presented from its- own
A .-‘ ~ Y .

s - SN

Guess-
work a$ wild as ‘it is impertinent has . essenually.

data, WITHOUT THE AID OF ANY OTHER WORD, SO every
other word of the Bible vocabulary, if it occur a
large enough number of times, can demonstrate its
own number of occurrences, so to speak, from its own
resources, without having to go for help outside of
itself.

Dr —C )
| ﬁ Things New and Old. ﬁ

[J==¢
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES ~
CONSIDERED HISTORICALLY AND
DISPENSATIONALLY.

(Reprinted from Vol. XIIL., Feb., 1907).

HE writings of Professor Ramsay which re-affirm and
T emphasize the genuineness and authenticity of this
important and unique Book of Scripture, and the more
recent references to it in Professor Harnack's New
Testament Chronology, interesting as they are from the
point of view of ‘Modern Criticism, will be of even
greater service to theologians generally if they help to
draw attention to what is as yet a strange and widely
prevalent misconception as to the real purpose of the
Acts of the Apostles, the last of the aistorical books of
Scripture.

In the Four Gospels we have, pourtrayed in plain and
strikingly solemn language, the rejection and crucifixion
of the One who was and is the true King of Israel, the
true Servant and Prophet of Jehovah, the lowly and
yet glorious Son of Man; and the One who was and is
the Eternal Son of the Living GOD.

This rejection is set forth in order, and by a number
of historical incidents, in the Synoptic Gospels; while,
at the commencement of St. Jolin's Gospel we are told
what the solemn and tragic result of His Incarnation
was ; namely, that He came unto His own and Hxs own
received Him not. (1. 11). : ‘

Regarded from the- historical standpoint, we see that
the Four Gospels have a very deep significance if we-’
would rightly apprehend the full force of the ex-
pression, *the Gospel of the Grace of God.” This
expression is not met with in the Word of God until
we come to the Twentieth Chapter of the Acts,. verse
twenty-four. Indeed the word * grace’ does not once
occur in the first- two Gospels, while in Luke and
John it is referred to only to show what it was that
man rejected when he rejected- Christ. “The law -

‘was given by Moses, but grace and u'utlr came by
- Jesus Christ.”

The well- beloved Son of GOD came and tabernacled
among us, but- they hated both Himself and the
Father Who sent Him in love and grace. = - .

The Four Gospels maiunly set forth Christ’s good news
about GOD, whereas in the Epistles.we have, for this
present interval, ‘GOD'S good news about Christ, that is, X
**the Gospel of tbe grace of GOD "' concerning Hxs Son.

"+ So, too, with the- Book of the Acts of the Apostles.
regarded from- thxs same hlstorlcal standpomr It .

" av N A N
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is not only the coming of the Holy Spirit to Israel
with the “signs following,” as in Joel, but we have the
solemn record of the rejection of -the Spirit, and of the
offer, made with accompanying miraculous signs, of the
Return or Parousia, to introduce the Kingdom of the
Risen Christ, those ‘‘times of refreshing’ which
cannot come to Israel and the world generally, so long
as the ‘“blindness” is upon the chosen earthly
People. : . _ ’

“Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost,” was the
witness of Stephen; ‘“as your fathers did, so do ye.
Which of.the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?
and they have slain them which showed before of the
coming of the Just One; of \N’llom ye have been now
the betrayers and murders.” (Acts 7. 51, 52).

Let us notice some things recorded in the Acts which
ceased when the Deriod of thirty-three years was over:a
unique interval in or between the “age-times;” the

special character of which has not been sufficiently !

emphasized.
Just as Christ was offered to Israel and  was deliber-
ately refused, being a stone of stumbling to ‘“both the

"houses of Israel,” so too, was the offer made by the -
Peter, that if there was a .

Holy Spirit, through
national repentance on the part of the Jews of Judea
and of Israel in the Dispersion, those ¢ times of
refreshing " would come, and GOD would send back
the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 3. 19-21, R.V.).

Stepben saw Him ¢ standing” at the right hand of
GOD (Acts 7. 56). For, not as yet had He sat down to
wait ‘*“ until His enemies should be made His footstool "’
(Heb. 10. 12).

It was first of all to the Synagogues of the Jews that
the Apostles Paul and Barnabas went. The Greek
word for “synagogue” occurs twenty times in the
book of the Acts—not once in the Epistles of Paul.

The sentence of national blindness, foretold in
Isaiah 6. seven hundred years before: this critical
.point in Iéraelitish history, was impending over the
.* favoured pation. : .
.. The Lord Himself had twice referred to this solemn

sentence of judicial blindness; but it was left ‘to
the Apostle Paul to follow in the steps of Isaiah and
_to say, “Here am I, send me " (to deliver this solemn
‘message). ,
When at Rome, as recorded in Acts 28, he addressed
- the Jews for the last time as a corporate body at the
.~ close of his ministry, so far as going. to them in their
synagogues was concerned; he quoted that "“one
word ”"—that solemn sentence of blindness which now.
for nearly two thousand years has darkened the eyes
and hardened the hearts of that still rebellious and
unbelieving People. L
'The Apostle had already warned them in the
synagogue of Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 13.46). “Sinceye
judge yourselves uaworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn t5
the Gentiles.”* It was ‘then that they were being
provoked to jealousy by .them which were no people

, Campare 18, 6 with 18. 19. Note the contrast—in 28. 28.
N . - T - , A .

.* This was only local, not national, as may be seen from 14. 1.

and made angry by a foolish nation, who asked that
they might on the following Jewish Sabbath have the
privilege of hearing for themselves those good tidings

“of the proffered return of Christ, and of the coming af

that time when it was foretold that not only would the
tabernacle of David be restored, but the Gentiles also
should share in the blessings; as it is written, ¢ Rejoice

" ye Gentiles with His people” (Deut. 32. 19-21, 43).

-

“The prisoner of the Lord for you Gentiles,™ after
he had pronounced the sentence of blindness of Isaiah
6, was sustained in his prison at Rome; and he was soon
afterward inspired to write the most profound of all
the sacred writings—the Epistles to the Ephesians, the
Philippians and Colossians, oracles of GOD which
contain the deepest truth concerning Christ and the
Church, the Mystery hidden during and from ‘ the age-
times,” to which there is no allusion in the Acts of
the Apostles, o -

The transitional and unique .period of time-——¢ the

_generation’—recorded in the Acts, was concluded

before the Epistles of the Captivity were written, and
so, when it is affirmed tbat ‘“‘the Church began at
Pentecost,”’ we must remember that Pentecost had its
Jewish application first, as in Lev. 23. 15; and must
not allow this partial truth to carry with it a wrong
application. - )

\Ve must also bear in mind that the revelation of
the Mystery “ hid in GOD"’ was not set forth until “ the
age-times "’ were over ;* and the period covered by the

Acts formed the closing epoch of those age-times before

the present interval of grace began— Christ, “tbe
Hope of Glory.” This mystery among the Gentiles
contains a deeper and fuller revelation of ‘*the Gospel
of the glory,” than is revealed in the Acts.

After the glorious translation of the Church of the

- Mystery according to Phil. 3. 11, 14, 20, 21, when these

bodies of our humiliation will be transfigured into the
likeness of the body of His glory, then, it may be, the
broken-off events which commenced at Pentecost with the
miraculous speaking with tonguesand * special signs,” will
again begin to run their course, to be followed by the
remaining portion of the unfinished prophecy of Joel:
“ And I will shew signs in heaven above and in the
“earth beneath, blood and fire and pillars of smoke.
“ The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon
“into blood, before that great and terrible day of the
“ Lord come. And it shall come to pass that whosoever
“shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
“delivered.” Yes, for when GOD'S judgments are
going on in the world the people of the earth will learn
righteousness. * But the Mystery, which ran its ‘course
during the break in * the age:times,” as plainly revealed.
in the  Eghesians and Colossians, will have been
« preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the

- world, and received up in glory** (1 Tim. 3. 16).

-* The Epistle to the Romans was written in A.D. s8, but the
postscript (ch. 16. 25, 27) in which the Mystery is mentioned was
written later, of course by the.same writer. Compare this postscript

- with the very similar words in Ephesians 3. 20, 21, This postacript *

has long puzzled transcibers and textual crigict; and, not being
understood, has led to putting out verse 24, asin .n?e RV -

. A
.. P
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"Again, this recognition of the peculiar and unique

Acts leads to a very important question as to the
dispensational teaching of the Clironological order of the
Pauline Epistles.

The earlier Epistles, especially 1 and 2 Thessalonians

and 1 Corinthians, were written before the close of the
, when the Parousia, |

‘historical period covered by the Acts
or return and Kingdom of Christ, was still being offered
to Israel and the nations.

Have we not here an answer to the insinuation that
Paul was mistaken in hoping that the Parousia
might occur even while some of those who were then
waiting for GOD'S Son from heaven were still alive,
- and who might therefore be actually * preserved in spirit,

soul and body,” till the day of His then expected .

g
|
|
|

- Parousia (1 Thess. 3. 23) ?

So long as the offer was being made, within
the period covered by the Acts, of the possible
immediate return of Christ, is it not patural to suppose
that those earlier Epistles of Paul, written before
that offer was definitely refused by Israel (both by the

Nation in Jerusalem and the Dispersion in Rome), and :

containing special allusions to the Parousia, would
be, in their scope, in accordance with the then distinct
offer and- dispensational dealing of GOD ?

It isremarkable that it is only in these earlier Epistles
written before his imprisonment at Rome,and during the
course of that period covered by the Acts, that the
Parousia is mentioned. The word ¢« Parousia does not
once occur in Ephesians or Colossians; and the trans-
lation referred to in Phil. 3 is in connection with

the «Calling on high,” and the Prize which was con- :

" nected with the great mystery of Christ and the Church-
This mystery, or secret purpose of GOD, was not
declared while the Parousia, which would more imme-
diately precede the Kingdom, was then offered to faith,

To His faithful and beloved servant when.in prison
in Rome, GOD fully revealed this wondrous glory of

- Christ as the future head of the Universe, with the’

Church as His fulness (pleréma). This deeper and more
exalted truth followed that rejection of the Parousia,
and of the Kingdom of 1 Thess. 4 that was now
indefinitely postponed; possibly to be taken up again
as a distinct offer, only when the Mystery, hid in GOD
(to which there is no allusion in Thessalonians), should
‘have been consummated, or ‘received up in glory.”
That Parousia will surely come,” notwithstanding the
long postponement; for none of GOD'S words can fa]l
.to the ground: but may not the *blessed Hope,” a
“.in" Phil. 3. and 1 Tim. 1, and Titus 2., be fulﬁlled
even before that more public Parousia comes? N
It will also be evident, when the foregoing historical
aspect of the Book of’ the Acts is recognised, that the
_-miracles and “powers of the world to come,” 'which
"were so distinct a feature of that exceptional period,
. naturally ceased when the testimony of the Holy
. Spirit which they were intended to emphasize, was
ﬁnally re]ected by Israel, as Christ'Himself had been.
To pray now (though doubgless with pious intent),

| for a renewal of Pentecostal gifts while the Mystery is
nature of the thirty-three years history recorded in the |

still being preached among the Gentiles, is surely not
according to knowledge: for, may not the “blood and
“fire and pillars of smoke,” and other celestial and

\ terrestrial terrors soon follow that renewal of Joel's

prophecy, which is only in abeyance so long as this
wondrous Day of Grace is yet “ preached among the
Gentiles " ?

E]p il;lr — . Jtzm—zxgl
| Signs of the Gimes. |
E]L 1t =it 103 ,[%

SIGNS OF THE APOSTASY.
THE COMING “WORLD-TEACHER.”
N our issues for February and March 1912, we

lamented the fact that the Rev. Dr. Horton had -
given any countenance to ‘‘ Mrs. Besant's prophecy ”’

| by quoting it, and publishing a sermon on the subject.

We have great pleasure in now reprinting

DRr. HorToN's REPUDIATION
which appeared in The Christian of November 21, 1912.

. THE *WORLD TEACHER.’
Dr. Horton'’s categorical repudiation of Theosoph\ in face of the

| action of Mrs. Besant, who associated his sermon on the Second

..Adxem with ber own prediction of the coming of a'‘* World-
Teacher,’” has been published in the Indian papers simultaneously
with extraordinary developments. In the first place, it appears
that, for some time past,. the ** World-Teacher " has been in train-

; ing; be is a young man named J. Krishnamurti, and in his name a

i booklet has been published, entitled, ** At the Feet of the Master."

i In the second place, the young man's father, a Government pen-

sioner named Naravaniah, has sned Mrs, Besant, in the District

. Court at Chingleput, to deliver to his parental care both Krishna-

murti and a younger son, who, it is alleged, were placed in the

bands of Mrs. Besant to be educated. The father of Krishnamurti
objects to the ** deification ** of his son, on the ground that it will

** warp his moral nature '"—serious charges being also made against

the particular teacher with whom he studied. -

A REMEDY WORSE THAN THE DISEASE.
We take from The Daily Telegraph of London
(December 3 1912) the followmg with its own headlines:

RAG-TIME IN CHURCH. - teT
MINISTER'S DENUNCIATION—STRANGE SCENE IN AMERICA.

From Our Qwn Correspondent.
NEw York, Monday.

Since the Rev. Mr. Ward Beecher toillustrate the evils of slaxery,
took a black girl into his pulpit and offered her for sale by auction,
there has been no such clerical. melodrama in' America as_was
enacted last night in Minneapolis, when two chorus girls danced -
rag-time dances on the platform of the pulpit of the Rev. G. L.
Morrill, illustrating his sermon oa ** Praise Him with the dance. '

+ Most amazing dances were put on the boards by the chorus
girls, and the congregation fairly gasped. No matter how brazen,
the dance was performed—the ** turkey trot, ** the ** crab crawl, '
the. **tortoiss fango,” the ‘*‘jelly wobble,”" the ‘'angle-worm
wiggle,”” the *‘ grizzly,” the ‘* sea-sick glide,"" the '* Boston dip,"
and various other forms of terpsichorean monstrosny, some of
which are still popular here.

Then begar Mr. Morrill's sermon, which was a long, fervent,
tirade against rag-time dances of to-day—dances, he said, that
would make the devil blush, ard which would hardly be tolerated
in hell. Mr. Morrill asked for legislation to fight the terpsichorean
evils, which, he_ said, ongmateg in low resorts on the Barbary
coast, and were now sweeping like a plague over Christendom. . .
- As the chorus girls %yuted now and then a coin was flipped

towards the pulpit, while the big organ of the church pea.led orth

rag-tinre musxc to accomp:my the dances. .

Digitized by Tele1os Ministries



..\_

THINGS TO COME.

JANUARY, 1913.

THE ENEMY'S SPHERE.

We have often said that this is not to be looked
for in the Police Courts or the Newspaper records
of crime and immorality, but in the Pulpits, Theological

- Colleges, and Professors’ Chairs.

Wherever the word of God is concerned, there we
may look for, and see his operations.

He is introduced to us as already fallen, and in
Gen 3 we have his one great aim, to first question the

" truth of God's words, and then to deny them.
Wherever we see these things to-day we see the
' sphere of Satan’s activities.

The latest evidence is seen in the recent discussion
in the lower house of Convocation (London, Eng.) on
the proposal to amend the third question in the office

_ for the ordination of deacons in the Church of England.

'
i

It appears that there is a dearth of * candidates for

Holy Orders;” and it is alleged that this dearth is
caused by the increasing number of young men who
have ceased to believe that the Bible IS what it claims
to be—the Word of God. .

This is, of course, the direct outcome of the modern
criticism which they have learned at ¢ Theological
Colleges.”

So the plan is that-if the men cannot be levelled up,
the Bible must be levelled down.

Just as in the * higher life ” sphere, if people cannot
reach the standard marked out, the standard must be
lowered, and if they cannot rise to Christ’s standard,
He must be lowered to theirs.

- The motion of the Dean of WESTMINSTER was that
‘the question in the Ordination Service, instead of
reading as heretofore :

“ Do you unfeignedly believe all the Canonical

Scriptures of the Old and New Testament ? ”
" that it should read :
: * “Doyou tmfelgnedly believe that the Canonical
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
*"CONTAIN all things nedessary to eternal
*~ salvation through faith in Jesus Christ ? "
. It was urged that it was the experience of the com-
mittee that the present words were a cause of hindering
- to candidates for Holy Orders.
The Dean of CANTERBURY pointed out that * the pro-
. posal involved something far deeper and wider . . . and
.the effect on lay belief would be very grave indeed.”
- In-the end, the matter was settled by “the previous
question'’ being carried, which-was moved and seconded
' by Canon DrumMOND and the Dean of meopnl

' SPIRITIST SIGNS.

A very remarkable book has just been published at
_Thc Overcomer Office, Toller Road, Leicester, and
~ Marshall Brothexs, 47 Paternoster Row, London,
E.C.* It is entitled

~ “WAR ON THE SAINTS" '
o and is
5' a Text Book for believers on the work of decenmg
¥ spmts among ‘the children of God.” )
T - . ‘Pnce 6/

. -
o,

-~ . -t . - s
\ - ..

’
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It is the joint work .of Mrs. Penn-Lewis and Evan
Roberts.

It fully confirms our own behef and conclusions that
the recent
“ WeLsH Revivars’

were largely the work of evil spirits.
We pointed out at the time that we were to
' “Try THE SPIRITS"
and this could be done only by bringing them to the .
bar of God's Word written.

The one great pervading character of that “revival”
is summed up in one word:

““ CoNFUSION."
And as the Holy Spirit expressly declares that
“cop 1s NOT THE AUTHOR OF CONFUSION,”
we were perfectly' clear that God was ‘mnot the
author " of that work.
That judgment is fully confirmed in the mass of

evidence contained in the 342 pages of the book under
consideration.

Those who are mterested in the work of “‘revivals”

would do well to study, and heed the solemn warnings
contained in 1Var on the saints.

O e e [ o Tt o] [ T
| Questions and Hnswers. |
S .

QuesTioN’ No. 407.
« THE LAMB OF GOD.”

A. S. (Scotland). What is the significance of the absencc of the
title “ the Lamb of God " in Paul’s epistles? .
Precisely the same as the absence of the title ‘ the
Son of Man.” Both belong to the old dispensation,
and neither belong to the dispensation of the Mystery.

The word amnos (=lamb) occurs only in ]ohb'l. 29, 36,
Acts 8. 32, and 1 Peter 1. 19, and all look back to
Isaiah 53. 7: while in John 1. 29, 36 it looks forward to
the fulfilment of that prophecy.

In Isaiah 53. 7 only Israel is contemplated, but in
John the word ¢ world " (Gr. kosmos) tells us that the
results of the Lord’s deatk were no longer to be con- .
fined to Israel, but were td include all those Gentilés
who were to be blessed w1th Abraham s, blessmg
(Gen. 12. 3) v .

The word « world " looks® beyond Israel and the
Land, and tells us that the Lord’s death has regard to -
other nations beside Israel: even for the world without
distinction (and not without exception) because, as we see
and know, thxs is not and.will not be the case. .

'The word for “ lamb” in the Apocalypse is no
longer amnos, but arnion, no longer the lamb to be slain,

"but the' lamb all victorious over death, and about to

take -

+

the kingdom - by conquest and powe;' when
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judgment will set in like a flood; sweeping away allevil,
ushering in the Millennium.*

You will see that this was not the subject of Paul's
gospel, and understand why he never uses the expression
‘““the Lamb of God."”

QuesTioN No. 408.
“ RECONCILIATION.”

A.S. (Scotland). * Does Christ's work include the angels, see
Col. 1. 20, ' to reconcile all thmgs to Hlmse]f things on earth and
things in heaven ' "' ? -

To understand this we must understand the words
used. There are two words rendered reconcile.

(1):Katalassé. It occurs only six times (Rom.
5., 10, 10; 1 Cor. 7. 11; 2 Cor. 5..18, 19, 20); and
means concsliation by changing the relation of one
person or thing towards another: whereas dialassomai
means that the change is mutual with each of
the two parties. This word occurs only once in the
New Testament,.viz., Matt. 3. 24.

(2) The other word is apokatallassé, and denotes
that this change of relationship need not affect
both (of two) parties, but that the change on the part
'of the one is complete and absolute. This word occurs
only in Eph. 2. 16, Col. 1. 20. 21. '

If the word “destruction” has any meaning (see
Ps. 145. 20), how can what is destroyed be conciliated
or reconciled? God can be-said to have changed His
relationship to the world when He has made an end of
all evil. This conciliation or change is in Himseif, as
in Col. 1. 21. The cross changes His attitude toward all
things. He cap now be “just " in His judgments, and
yet « the justifier ” of all who believe Him.

“The heavens are not clean in His sight;” but,
"when Satan is cast out, and the earth purged of all
evil, His attitude to “ the things on earth and things in
heaven " will be changed, but as to the things themselves
that have been destroyed and burned up, How can they
be ‘“reconciled " in any sense of the word ?

.The conciliation is “ unto Himself,” and His relation
to saved sinners is changed through the death of His
Son, so that He can present them holy and unblamable,
and unimpéachable in His sight.

"It is He Who is conciliated by the atonement of
Christ, and not ourselves.
enemies to friends by His grace and power.

We are convinced that the interpretation of the
woid “ reconciliatidn,” which connects it with fw,

. parties, is a misunderstanding ; just as the’ word
“accept” is almost universally misundersteod and
: misused.

Tt is God who accepts Christas tbe sinner’'s substltute
as He accepted Abel's lamb (Gen. 4. 5, Heb. 1. 4).

He accepted it by consuming it with fire from heaven
(Ps. 20. 3) as He accepted all .sacrifices. See Lev.
9.24; 6. 12,133 1 KxngsS 54; 18. 38; 2 Chron. 7. 1,
etc. , And yet, to- day, sinners are everywhere exhorted
to *accept Christ " for themselves, instead of being

- * The word arnion is used of Christ twenty-eight times. in Rev.
5 6,8,12,13; 6.1, 16 7, 9, 10, 14, 175 12. 120 13, 8; 14, 1, 4,
10315, 3, 17. 143 19 7 9, 21. 9. x4. a2, 23, 27. 22 1. 3.

We are changed ‘from '

exhorted to belicve God that He has accepted Christ as
His provided substitute for everyone who believes what
He bas revealed as to their guilt, and as to, their- need
of a Saviour.

So with what is spoken of as reconciliation.".
There is no such thing as regards the sinner. There is
conctliation on God’s part toward the sinper .in virtue
of the substitute which He has provided and accepted,
but there is an ‘“everlasting destruction,” not some
future reconciliation, for those who refuse to- believe
Him.

QuesTioNn No. 409.
THE «BODY " of 1 Cor. 12.

G. A. R. (Barking). ‘' With reference to *Dispensational Ex-
positions’ ¢ Bro. Welch . . bases doctrine on the sugges-

© tion that the ear, the eye, and the smelling belong to the head.’

Is this so?
“I once heard
as the seat of the will 2’
In the first place we would point out that the main
argument in the paper to which you refer is found before
youreach the last paragraph. It may, or may not be true
that the seat of the will is the head. There are passages

the head is most properly described

" of Scripture which would suggest the heart. The “will”is

exercised, in 1 Cor. 12, by God ; ““ as He will " (verse 11);
“as it hath pleased Him " (verse 18). .

“As you say, the organs of sense found in the head are
as much members of the body as the hands, but we fail
to see how that helps you to the conclusion that this

. chapter speaks of ‘the One Body of which Christ.is the.

Head. If youinterpret 1 Cor. 12 of the One Body which
is the fulness of Him that filleth all in all, you will have
to meet the difficulty of placing the ‘uncomely parts:™
they must not be omitted.

All is clear if we see that the apostle is using the
human body with its “ diversity in unity " as an illustra-
tion. You say that ‘“the apostle seems to have the
Anointed Body in mind.” To some readers he may
“seem” to have all manner of things in mind. Our
safest plan is to find out all that had been writfes on the
subject up to that time. So far we shall have certainty.
If you will look up every occurrence of the word “ body "
in Cor., Gal, Rom., you will find all that was then
known, and will probably see that all that we know of
the  One Body” is derived from the teaching of the
prison epistles, which were not written until several

years later.

Enlﬁ‘ T =t = . E]
[ Edltors Gable |
He————me— =[]

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

P. W. M. As to the Mystery, or Secret, we are
agreed that if was something not made known or to be
committed to writing -until God chose to do so in His
infinite wisdom. N - -

We must be careful in our various deﬁnmons of 1t ;v

and some of us s may not always take this care.

LN Lo
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The blessing of Gentiles with Jews was never a
secret. From Gen. 12. 3, it was always a well-known
truth. See Rom. 15. g, &c. Therefore, that, could
not be * the secret” revealed in the Prison Epistles.

As to the “manpners’ and “times’ in which God
spoke, you will agree that there were such, because
three of them are named; viz., * by the prophets,” and
“by His Son,"” and “ by them that heard Him " (Heb.
1.1, 2; 2. 3). To suggest that there were some occa-
sional exceptions, ouly establishes the general principle
which runs throughout the Bible.

Your prayers and -kindly interest are both greatly
valued.

Dr. M. (Warw1cksb1re) “ Helkath Hazziivim " means
“the field of sword-edges,” the name given to the spot
where the fatal combat between twelve champions of
Abner’s and of Joab's men took place. 2 Sam. 2. 16.

The* before a Hebrew letter shows that it is Ayin
(1)) a guttural. The ’ indicates a soft breathing and
represents the letter Aleph (R).

As to ‘“ bosheth,” it means * shame;’” and where the
name of the false god ¢ ba‘al,” which originally denoted

the true God, was part of a man’s name, it was later,,

in many cases, changed to ‘“ bosheth''=shame. For

..example, Joash, an idolator, named his son Gideon

" gerubbaal_Baal contends, when the people wished to kill
im.
derision, to Ferubbeshetl=with whom shame contends.
So with all the other cases.
."Abi denotes the father of.

For the different meanings of the Hebrew words for
“sin,” * wickedness,” &c., you cannot do better than
consult Appendix No. 44 of The Companion Bible.

E.E. M. and E.F. M. We do not take much
interest in what is said about the Freemasons going to
rebuild Solomon’s Temple. There is much to be done
before the Turks would allow it. It is enough for us
that the Templeis going to be rebuilt : and, when God’s
time comes, all the powers of the world will not be able
to delay, or prevent it.

H. K. (Bradford). We have no sympathy with
the modern movement of Prayer for the Lord’s
coming. ' If 2 Peter 3. 12 be referred to, it is the

.- -Figure Hendiadys, by which not two things are

meant, but one, and * hastenmg" when thus con-

nected with another verb, “looking for' (as here) and
_not with the parousm, means, ‘‘earnestly looklng
for the parousia.”

" Christians to-day, who have not managed their own

. affairs (as they wish they had), do not hesitate.to take

over the affairs of the world, or to pray for special
events to take place which would alter its maps. It
is better to believe God, and wait for the working out
.of His purposes and counsels.

‘ . U.S. A. -
“We regret that through our mxsunderstandmg of a

..  cable we gave an incorrect address of the friend who .

- is so kindly going to help us in réceiving and trans-

,

mitting orders for Things to Come.
Will our readers kindly note the correct address:—
Mrs. SILLS,
4613 North Pauhna Street, CHICAGO

“THE EDITOR'S SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
Dec. 28.—DrrBY, Watson Street Chapel. *

“ }a.n s.—Ips wicH, Foundation Street Schoolroom. 11 and 7.

.. Jan. 27, 28.—Livzrroot, Good Nevu Mission Ha.ll OAxPIELD,
“» ANFIELD,

N Jan 20, —Exsrsouux Caveudlsh ereet Cbapel 3 p ‘m.

N [}
- > A

But in 2 Sam. 11. 21, his name is changed in .

MEETINGS FOR BIBLE STUDY.

Friends away from home, on business or pleasure, may be glad
to know where they may find others like-minded, and with whom
they may have fellowship in_a rightly divided Word of God. We,
therefore, append the following notices of such:—

BIrMINGHAM.—]an. 20, 7.30 p.m. Rev. J. C. Smith, at Priory
Rooms, Old Square, Corporation Street,” Particulars from Mr.
G. Rooke, 1 Cavendish Road.

CarDIFF.—Every Saturday at 7.30, at the Albert Street Mission
Hall, Cowbridge Road.

CROYDON {West), (Strathmore Road).—The Iron Room.

ELtHAM.—83 Earls Road. (Well Hall Station), Saturdays,
Jan. 11 and 25, at7. Mr. C. H. Welch.

NorringHAM.—Tuesday evenings, 7.30, at 23 Broad Street.
Wednesday evenings, 7.30, at 57 Cobden Street.

RicumonD (Surrey).—Will readers of Things to Come in the neigh-
bourhood of Richmond, Surrey, communicate with Mr. A. E. Cock,
94 Kew Road, as to the desirability of arranging a monthly Bible
Reading on the lines of 2 Tim. 2. 15.

LONDON.
Pimrico; S.W.—At 55 Moreton Street. Wednesday Jan. 15th.,
1913, at 7 p.m., subject:—*'‘Immortality and Eternal Llfc Are

they the same? ”’

Tre LonpoN SunpaY EVENING Bible Readings (see advt.).
. Harrow Roap, GospeL HarL, LEvTonsTONE, N.E.—Saturdays,
Jan. 4, 18, and Feb. 1, at 7, p-m. (Mr. C. H. Welch). Subject:
“The Book of Revelation.” Gospel Meeting, Sundays, at 6.30
p.m.; Bible Class, Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. .

SCOTLAND.

Grascow.—Protestant Hall, 124 New City Road. Sundays at 2.30.
SToNEHAVEN (N.B.).—Mondays, at 7.45, at Old Town Mission Hall.

U.S.A.

La GranGE, ILr.—Saturdays, at 7.30, by appointment with Mr.
B. F. Clarke.

WHEATON, ILL.—601 Ohio Street. Sundays, 2.30

MinneapoLls (Minn.).—At 3845 Fourth Avenue South.—Every
Tuesday, at 8 p.m.

MInNEaPOLIS (Minn.).—At 3020 Polk Street,
Sunday, at 10.45 a.m.

ST. Louis.—Washington and Compton Avenues Presbyterian
Church, at 3rp.m. Norville Wallace Sharpe, M.D
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(*“ Things to Come " Publishing Fund.)
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“THE LORD HATH SPOKEN.”
IV. «“By THEM THAT HEARD Him.” (Heb. 2. 3).
(i), Tue EarrLier Pavrine ErisTLEs.
Rowmans.
(Continued from p, 3).
E have already stated that, while we may
expect to find the same references to the then

expected nearness of the fulfilment of all the prophecies
connected with the promised sending of Jesus Christ,

yet we shall also, necessarily find an advance in doctrinal :

teaching, especially as the end of that age-time (of the
Acts) drew near.

And this is the case.
So much so that the Epistles to the Romans and

Ephesians come to us more like treatises than letters;

and look backward as well as forward.

They are the only two Epistles in which Paul asso-
ciates no other name with his own; for he had received
his Gospel by direct revelation from God, and later on,

the Mystery, in the same special manner (Gal. 1,
Eph. 3.).

CANONICALLY, they stand at the head of the

two groups, respectively:

Romans. {  Ephesians.
‘Corinthians. Philippians.
Galatians. - Colossians.
- " Thessalonians.

- Corinthians and Galatians are two separate com-
mentaries on Romans, the one practical and the other
doctrinal.

Philippians and Colossians are two separate com-
jmentaries on Ephesians, the one practical, the other
| d doctrinal.

But looked at CHRONOLOGXCALLY, we see such an
advance in Romans that it becomes_linked with
Ephesians, and the two together become the two
central Epistles of Pauline teaching, standing, as they do,

chronologically on "either side of the dividing line of
Acts 28.

Ephesians is built on the deep foundanons of
Romans.

‘As long ago as 1907* (now nearly six years) we
wrote on this very subject, so that this is no new
subject belonging to 1911-12. We said:

"% See Vol. XIIL, p. s1.. -

" the inner man,” and be ‘spiritually discerned.”

« Ephesians is the beginning of the Mystery accord-
ing to God's purpose: but- Romans is the foundation
of the mystery according to man’s apprehension of it.-

“In apprehending the Mystery, therefore, ourselves,
we do, and must begin at Romans; not at Ephesians.

"And to teach it to others- we must not press the full

truth upon neophytes.

«“ In Ephesians we get the great secret set before us
as a whole; even the truth as it reveals the great and
glorious Head in heaven, and as 1t concerns the
members of His body on earth.

“In Romans we get the foundation and the compon-
ent parts of the Mystery. Hence, Paul, in writing to
the Romans, does not speak of it as the Mystery,
because it is only the foundation doctrine on which it
is built. ‘

“Let us look at Romans 8 and see the wonderful
relation of that chapter and of that Epistle to the
three Prison Epistles, in which we have the Mystery-
directly revealed :(—

Rom. 8. 1-39.

1-4. Foundation of the truth taught in
EPHESIANS. Once dead in trespasses and
sins, but now alive in Christ.

5-13. Foundation of the truth taught in
PHILIPPIANS. The practical working of
the flesh in those who have died in Christ, as
it affects the members. Christ beirg in us.

14-27. Foundation of the truth taught in
COLOSSIANS. Once alive in sinful flesh,
but now dead to it; our minds set on Chnst

the Head, our hope of glory. '

28-39. Foundation of the truth taught in

EPHESIANS. The purpose and love of God

towards us, in Christ, predestinating-us to glory

in the sight of angels, prigcipalities and powers,
“If we read Rom. 8 carefully in the light of the
above, we shall _surely- see the great point, viz., that the
EIGHTH chapter of Romans is the great link between the
earlicr and later Epistles; and is so framed that the
foundation truths of the Mystery may be grasped ¢ in
"Not
until we have mastered the truths of Rom. 8 shall
we be able to “apprehend” the actual declaranon of
what the Mystery IS, a.ccordmg to the mind and
purpose of Gaod, as set forth in Ephesians, Phlhpplans.
and Colossians. '

“Surely we ought to be teaching those fundamental
truths of Romans without which it is impossible for the .
revelation of the Mystery to be either received as a
doctrinal fact, or apprehended as a spiritual reality.

“ Once the fundamental teaching ot Rom. 5, 12—8. .39 °
is apprehended, and its Telation to the. I\Iystery is
discerned, all theé other Epistles fall into their proper -

A

B

chronologxcal order, and thexr place’ and teachmg is at
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once seen in relation to the two great central and
dogmatic Epistles, Romans and Ephesians.

“ CorINTHIANS shows a practical falling away from !

the teachings of Romans, which is seen in their occupa-

tion with themselves and with their teachers, resulting

in efforts to make corporate unity (1 Cor. 1—3).

“ GALATIANS shows a doctrinal falling away from
Paul’s Gospel of salvation in Romans.

“ RoMans, which closes up the earlier Epistles, cor-
rects what is false, lays the true foundation of ¢ the
‘Gospel of the grace of God, and prepares the way for
the Gospel of ¢ the glory of Christ,” and the revelation

as a spiritual reality-we have need to consider the sub-
J:,ctz ¢ foundations of Pauline doctrine.
_ \Vhat then were
THE FOUNDATIONS OF PAULINE DOCTRINE.
As the Apostle of the Nations, Paul had a dispensation
committed to him, the administration of the Mystery
which was *“ hid in God from the ages and generations.”

. It is evident, thereore, that there are deep things of

of the Mystery, which is developed, referred to, and :

taught in the later Prison Epistles.

“2 Tim. 1. 15 marks the beginning of the present
distress, turning away from Paul and his teaching. All
was well as long as those in Ephesus held fast to the
Apostle's teaching ; but as soon as-they “turned away
from " Paul and his teaching concerning the Mystery
trouble began, and the downward steps of apostasy
are clearly stamped on and seen in the second Epistle

to Timothy, who was living in Ephesus, and therefore.

knew all about it.

“ The loss of that precious truth was the beginning
of the corruption in practice and doctrine in the Church
which ended in the darkness of the middle ages.

“Only by going back to Ephesian teaching, and. to
the foundation of it as seen in the Epistle to the
Romans, and by the recowery of the truth of the
Mystery, can the Church regain what has been lost
in doctrine and life.

“It was not by new methods in service, new fashions
in worship, or new theology in the pulpit, nor by any
such modern. devices, that saints were led to see and
know themselves as ““seated in the heavenly regions
in Christ” (Ephesians), to know ¢ the power of His
resurrection” (Phlllppxans) or to apprehend that they
are ‘‘complete in Him " (Colossians).

“ It was the working out of the precious truths of
~ these epistles, the foundations of which had already
been revealed in that to the Romans.

" “The Mystery commands consideration of the saints

" in a corporate aspect, as the joint members of the one
" body: but, as in Romans, this component part of the

" Romans.

Mystery is not gone into, an element is wanting; and
therefore the Mystery itself is not directly taught in

. members of the.body is not even named.
“Itis the eighth chapter of Romans that links that
Epistle to the higher and later revelation of the truths

' taught in Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians; for

L4

Romans is the Epistle which, chronologically, imme-.

diately precedes these Prison Epistles.
“ It is when we know the Mystery from these latter
Epistles, that we see how the eighth of Romans con-

. tains the fundamental doctrines on which the truth of
."t.h;e_‘ Mystery is based; and how, apart from that, it

.-cannot .be ‘truly and subjecti.vely ‘undérs:ood and
enjoyed.” .
In order to understand the M‘ystery (of presrans)

\ .
. --t._..t,
. T

-The relation between the Head and the-

God, and har® to be understood in the inspired writings
of this chosen vessel, as we have already reminded our
readers. '
Now, it is not only in the ““ deep things " that he has
more to communicate than other writers, but also in
the simpler or more- fundamental elements connected
with the truth of God concerning Christ, and it may be
through not recognising this latter point, that the mistake
has been made of confounding or mixing up the distinct

"aspects of truth given to us by the Holy Spirit in the

writings of Paul and John.

‘For instance, the New Birth and the Two Natures
in the believer. .

To be no longer ‘“in flesh but in spirit” is a deeper
and fuller truth than being ¢ born again” (or rather,
"begotten from above).

It is to be in a new creation, not only ‘.born again "
in this world, in this creation, but to be in spirit life,
where Christ is, ** our life hid with Christ in God.”

It is only in the Pauline Epistles that we are told to
reckon ourselves dead with Christ—this relates to our
whole personality in this world, in this creation; not only
dead as to our old nature, or evil principle within us.

¢ Qur old man,” or ““the old man™ in Paul’s writings
includes more than is expressed by the more common
phrase the *“ Two Natures in the believer.”

“Our old man” does not merely mean “sin"” as a
principle or nature within us, but it means our whole
past creature life as descended from Adam and Eve.

“ The body is dead becauase of sin, but the spirit is
life because of righteousness " is a far deeper subjective
truth to faith than recognising and judging our evil
nature or ‘*sin” within us. All who believe what is
taught in -John’s writings can accept the truth of the
Two Natures; but the Mystery is not revealed in
John's writings.

“ Ye must be born again " is not only true now, but
will be true also when Ezekiel 36. is fulfilled, and the
Millennial Kingdom is come. :

But, will not the Pauline Mystery of « Christ and
the Church " be then an accomphshed and a completed
fact?

To be “dead with Him" now is more than to be
“ born again "' : for, those who are dead with Him, will
reign with Him ;.and it is here where faith, and faith-
obedience comes in, as in the postscript to Romans.

To take God at His word and to believe His
promises in Christ, is not only to be acquitted and
saved from judgment, but, it is also to bhave faith
imputed to us for rightecousness, as we are taught in
Romans.

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chrlst

~

-

Digitized by T ele1os Ministries



FEBRUARY, 1913,

THINGS TO COME

15

knows how many sinners of the Gentiles believe His
good news or ‘gospel concerning His Son He
knows how many in and from their learts reckon them-
selves to be dead with Christ, not only as to the evil
principle: or sin within them, Dbut also as dead in
ruined creature life—and dead to and from the rudi-
ments of the world. The law of sin and death means
more than* sins and sin.”

Romans 5. 12 refers to “thelaw of sin and death”
and to failure in respousibility in creature life as
descended from Adam and Eve. not only to “sin " in.
the believer, which latter is found in John's writings

And so “ the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus™
sets the one who is dead with Christ (by faith) ¢ free
from the law of sin and death.” Justification or justifying
of life (dikaissis) refers not only to *“sins” but to this
“law of sia and death.” It is not * transgression of
law (farabasis ncmen)'” which is in question, but the sin
and death which have passed through from Adam and
Eve to all their descerdants.

So long as creature sin and creature ruin. and crea-
ture death are not seen in Rom. 3. 12-8. 39, and only
“sin "’ and * cins "’ are taken as the subjects dealt with,
the consequence Js that a defective and incomplete
foundaticn is laid for the deeper teaching of Paul
relating to the Mystery in Ephesians.

Now here was the great failure in the exposition of
the Romans which mars the (in many ways) excellent”

teaching of “ Brethren.”” Alas! many who have come
under their doctrinal system talk of being ¢ out of the
Seventh of Romans,”
have never as yet been truly in it.

" \Vhen “the'law of sin and death ' has been the deep
and humbling experience (as led on by the Spirit), and
creature ruin is known in addition to * sin’ within—and
the Two Natures in the believer, then we¢ who believe
God are, indeed, dead and risen with Christ, and Christ

.alone is our life. (Christ as the *“ Hope of glory " is
more than being “ born again.")

- To assert, therefore, that all who are “born again”
are in the position to which God calls us in Ephesians,

-is to leave out the all-impor:ant subjective teaching of
Romans 5. 12-8. 39, and to go beyond what is written.

Again (in Romans) we should remember that the
.subject is not how the belicver in Christ is justified, but
how and in what way God justifies a sinful and ruined
crealure. -

. What Christ is to the saint is found in Corinthians
(x Cor. 1. 31)'and elsewhere; but in Romans it is the
justifying by God of the. sinner who is also conscious of
being a lost and ruined creature.

Now it is mot only that God forgives and acquits us
of our past sins when we believe His Gospel con-
cerning His Son, but’ that as ‘‘he that is dead is
justified from sin,” so we who believe. God and count

ourselves, as individuals (not our * old nature " only) to

have died with Christ, are by faith and to faith
SET FREE from * the law of sin and death ' ; and, by
fajth (and by grace) enjoy “Jusuﬁcauon of life.”” We

are thus in a new creation, we are in Christ and ‘“our ;

thus clearly ndicating that they

life is hid with Christ in God.”  Such, in ““the riches
of grace,” is our spiritual standing.

The Spirit of God inspired the Apostle John to write
his Epistles and Gospel years after the close of the
Pauline Ministry. At the end of the twentieth chapter
of his Gospel we see that *“life " is promised to all who
believe what is therein written about Christ, o that we
caunot now say that there is no “life " except through
reading the Pauline writings. A

But God’s way into Canaan was by the “ hill- country
of the Amorites,” though thirty-eight years afterwards
He brought the children of the rebels in by way of
the Jerdan. \We ask again, Why was God grieved
with that generation for forty years?

They would not believe Him.

To believe God is to take Him at His word (by His
grace and drawing). Can God be really believed
and taken at His word as in Ephesians, which
tells us of His great love and wondrous promises in
Christ, unless we first of all believe what He tells us as
to the Cross, and Death and precious Blood of Christ
in Romans? ,

Isit not a ‘“calling on high,” as well as salvation
and eternal life which He (after Romans had been
written) has now recorded for our faith. ‘The path by
the way of *“the hill country of the Amorites” is not
yet closed!

That is to say, Israel's crisis, when only two men
(Joshua and Caleb) believed God (Deut. 1. 19-32;
Num. 13. 1-8), was enacted over again., during the forty
years of Israel’s dispersion, wlien aga'n the way by the
hill country to Canaan, without crossing by the Jordan,
the river of death, was laid open to faith in 1 Thess. 4.
Again the nation refused it by the rulers in the land
(Acts 7), and by the Dispersion in Rome (Acts 28).

And now, in our day, we havetheapplication of these
types which were written for our learning; we have a
similar crisis. \Vhile the realisation of the type by
Israel is postponed, we to-day are at our Kadesh
Barnea. \Ve have a precious revelation of a way—
not over an earthly ‘*hill country,” but of a heavenly
way—Dby a “heavenward Call,” to reach not an earthly
. Canaan, but heaven itself, where we already have our
. seat of government (Phil. 3. 20, 21).

God has revealed this for our faith in the Pnson
. Epistles; and, the question is, will we believe God?
| Many, and in increasing numbers, are believing God.
| But the vast majority even of those who are told of it
I
|

AR

. are‘like the majority of the spies, and refuse to believe
what He subsequently revealed; and, as of old, it is

| the ““ten’” who,oppose the ‘‘two.” What God thinks

I of their “unbelief " may be seen in the words of Psalm

95. 8-11, which are sung at least every week in all our

churches. (Read this in connection with Hebrews 3.

7-19-)

Let us not mind or be,shaken if we are only as the
| “two!" Joshua- and Caleb both entered in and
| enjoyed their promtsed land. Even so shall we: some
though. they may fall asleep will have an exanastasis,
an out and prior resurrection, and others by a

b - .
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“ heavenward call " will reach that glorious land, where
our seat of government already exists, and whence we
look for the Saviour to receive us to Himself.

It will thus be seen how the teaching of Romans
must be necessary for the foundation of such a “ blessed
hope,” by revealing for our faith how our God and
Father has altogether justified us, and made us meet,
even now, to be partakers of the inheritance of the
holiest of all in the light (Col. 1. 13), having so highly
favoured us in the Beloved.

O = = o[
| Contributed Articles. |
== = O

THE ONLY HOPE OF A GROANING
CREATION.
(By CoroNeL E. H. THoMas).

“To THIS END wWAS THE SoN OF GOD MANIFESTED

THAT HE MIGHT DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE DEvIL.”
1 John 3. 8.

HAT this world, at present lying wholly in the

power of the evil one is destined ultimately to be

restored to its allegiance to God, all scripture, which is

our only guide, abundantly testifies, dnd it would savour

of 1mpertmence to adduce scriptural proof to that effect.

But how is this change to be effected, and through
what agéncy?

Enquiry upon this point is of supreme importance to
us all; bearing as it does upon Christian life and
Christian service.

" Indeed an answer to this question may, to some, be
different to what they have been accustomed to imagine.

The prevailing notion to this day seems to be that to
-the Church has been entrusted the task of bringing to
- an end revolt in the world as a whole.

.. Were this true, we might well write Christianity off
our books as the merchant crosses out a bad debt as
a dismal failure. Certainly all Christian service,
professedly at least, is rightly directed to the reclamation
of individual rebels, and is in this respect partially
“successful ; but what about the world as a whole ?
Another and less widespread view consists in the
visionary idea of gigantic missionary effort in the future,
stimulated by-the removal of the Church, facility of
" communication (it may be), and other agencies.
Surely this subject appeals to us as worthy of our
deepest interest and most earnest consideration.
Scripture gives us the cause or rather the causes, both

~ of revolt in the distant past and of its perpetuatlon up’

to the present time.

-Next, it reveals to us the truth of a future restoration ;
and thlrdly, it reveals the means by which such restora-
tion shall most certainly be brought about.

As to the causes, we are surely not in ignorance. It
pleased Divine wisdom and goodness to prepare this

earth for human abode theu to create man, to whose‘

N -

stewardship it was committed by Him. This was an
absolute gift with one proviso, viz. :—total and continual
observance of one prohibition, infringement of which
was to entail forfeiture and death.

The lower heaven near the earth, but distinct from it,
was the abode of fallen angels. So far as we are
enabled to gather from certain side lights of Scripture,
it was and still is under their dominion. Of these, Satan
is prince and leader.

By a permission, which in our present state of know-
ledge and finite comprehension we are unqualified to
discuss, Satan came upon the scene, and the result we
all know: Adam and Eve with their posterity corrupted
and ruined, and the loss by them of dominion and
possession. These reverted to him who probably was
the ruler of “the world that then was™ (2 Pet. 3. 5),
previcus to its being consigned to that state described
in Gen. 1. 2. . )

The Word of God does not sanction the current idea

- that our earth was originally created in the chaos state.

Satan, then, albeit a usurper, became not only earth’s
divinely recognized chief ruler, but with the progress of

- human corruption, succeeded in getting himself accepted

as its god.

This result continues to this day as it was 6,000 years
ago, viz. :—the exchange of allegiance due to Jehovah
alone, for open revolt against Him and His authority.

This revolted condition is one' of sin, wretchedness
and misery, as the history of this world bas amply
proved since the fall of our first parents. Any recovery
therefrom must necessarily begin with removal of the
first cause of the evil. And this is precisely what the -
Word of God promises shall take place.

We thank God that existing conditions are not to
be permanent. The Son of God has come, whose
mission has been announced as the destruction of the
works of the Devil of which the ruin of this world most
surely is a part.

As stated above, this lower heaven and our earth areat
present under Satanic dominion. Although apparently
this world is under mabh, it is really subject to angels
Heb. 2. 5 implies as much. Nor are all of these good
angels. For the majority of them.everlasting fire is
prepared as Matthew 25 declares. But the inward and
inherent energy of all corrupted humanity is Satan, and
of Satan. All human procedure, moreover, in whatever
sphere or department (excepting where, from time to
time, Divine interference is pleased to hold sway), is in
reality Satanic control by means of human agency-
This is a terrible thought.

The first step toward the actual restoration of re-
volted humanity as a whole to due allegiance to God has
been revealed. For Satan is going ‘to be forcibly
expelled from his kingdom of the air as the source of
all- this evil. This is the leading condition of full
restoration.

Next, this earth into Whlch he and his wnll be cast
for a short time will experience the fearful “ woe " of his’
concentrated wrath (Rev. 12, 12). Then, he will be cast
into the abyss for tha period durmg which the Lord
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Jesus shall reign in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and
before his ancients gleriously (Isaiah 24. 23). This
period will be the Millennium.

Any theory for therecovery of the world to God which
excludes this Divine judgment and the binding of Satan
from the important place assigned to it. in the Word of
God must be radically wrong and its fruit error and
darkness instead of light and wisdom.

After this great preliminary in the disestablishment
of Satan, comes the regeneration of Matt. 19. 28.
This is not that new creation of men in the Holy
Ghost mentioned in Titus 3. 5, but it is accom-
panied by the “restitution” of Acts 3. 21, which in the
R.V.is translated the “restoration.” Both this regen-
eration and restoration are contingent upon the Son of
Man's sitting on the throne of His glory. These
important revelations therefore involve three things:—

1°. The suppression of human rev olt by the over-
coming of Satanic power.

2°. Purification of this world and its lower heaven.

3°. Restoration to some original state or condition
at present in abeyance.

It will be good to consider how these predicted
results are to be attained, and how far certain present
agencies are calculated to bring them about.

All humanly devised plans for improvement and
reformation of the human race invariably leave out
the chief factor in the calculation, for they never show
how. the Devil is to be reformed. Many indeed deny
or ignore his personal existence. As products of human
folly we may dismiss them with a shrug of pity.

But it is not so when we are confronted with the
proposition that the whole earth will be brought to God
by the Gospel of His grace now being proclaimed to
Jew and Gentile alike. S

Here we are to all intents and purposes upon
‘scripture ground, and this pretention must be tested i in
the baJance of the sanctuary.

To begin with it is not scriptural.
object in this present dispensation is set forth and
amplified in the Pauline Epistles, and may be summed
up.in the words of an able writer as Divine appropriation
to certain specified uses, in a possibly near future and
_throughout eternity, of u specml people for God's own
‘possesszon

If eighteen centuries of Christian-service should be
found not to have failed of God’s openly avowed
purpose—and indeed upon our detractors falls the
burden of proof to the contrary—this constitutes what
men call’ success.
not having accomplished
predicted of it. .

The presence of the Lord Jesus upon this earthly
scene is God's only way of recovering this world ta
allegiance. This involves the suppression of Satan and
removal of his angels and of demons from the present
scene. We also learn that both before and ‘after the
Lord’s return many wickell members of the human race
will also be removed. First, by grace, there will be a
people secured to God, seemingly by Israelitish agency:

that which Gog " never

The Divine .

. Christian service is no failure for

and then all open rejectors of grace will be removed by
judgment. Subsequently the full realization during a
thousand years of Eph. 1. 10. :

Apart from the direct intervention of the Lord Jesus
in power, there can be no question of the recovery to
God of this world's allegiance.

If all mankind were converted tomorrow, so stupend
ous a miracle of Divine power would begin and end.
with the objects of it, A fresh revolt would always be
possible with the Devil and his angels still at large.
Nothing but the exercise. of competent' power set in
motion is able-to suppress revolt. Such a power of °
force God has not committed to the church, nor would
its exercise in the suppression of evil be compatible with
the Divine purpose in this present dispensation. So

_that it is as futile for the church to think of transform-

ing this world as a whole as it is for the weak-minded
(whether ir or out of Parliament) to imagine that any
rebellion or other manifestation of lawlessness, can be
finally quelled by diplomacy or by concession made to

the malcontents.

God HLas promised that the Lord Jesus shall be King
over all the earth, and for this the Church, the Israel
nation and a groaning creation hope and wait; but the:
loftiest hope of all is the fulfilment of Col. 3. 3, 4—the
manifestation of the sons of God — in glory—with
Christ. - -

For this, the whole creation waits, for nothing short
of this will end its groanings.

_THE PENTATEUCH
(By CoroNEL G. J. VAN SOMEREN.)

This paper consists, for the most_ part, of facts and
statements and conclusions drawn therefrom by vartous
writers, put together by me with a few connecting com-
ments, and some additions to the Scripture proofs.

HE history of Israel and‘ of its literature, especially
T as evidenced in the Psalms, is not that of a
constant development from a lower to a higher level.
The Call of Abraham and the deliverance from Egypt, -
the direct revelation of the Law on Sipai and of

‘the symbolic and typical ordinances given to Moses,

all govern the whole sequence of events, which
progress from a divine source and will find their result

~in a glorious and divine consummation; because,‘“

“ known unto God are all His works from the beglnmng
of the world.™ fN
1. Israel, modelled by their law, moral and' cére-
monial, and by their history from Abraham onwards,
grew up a people separated from all others. They
could receive proselytes, but could not amalgamate’
their faith with any other. In that faith there was no
distinction between secret and public doctrine, no

“ipitiates and no profane, but all were to be taught. all .

things alike.- The Law -was a sacred whole, to be"
neither added to, altered nor diminished; it was to be ’
privately. studied by all, to be taught to children, to be
written out and observed by the kings, and at stated

periods to be read in public. In the days of the Lord .
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5' only received a new religious code themselves, but also

‘\ 3. The whole history of Israel, past and present,

: exxsted long prior to, and up to, the captivities), con-

- was “driven into exile amoong the Gentiles, as predicted,
: because it had forsaken its God and fallen into gross .
" idolatry. Yet we are told that the Pentateutch was’

[N

- which the Jews then had was the same which they and

* groups, had gone far and wide carrying their religion
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Jesus the people, as a whole, were versed in the law,
koew tbeir sacred and political history, and were
acquainted with their customs and origin. That.
“doctrines of men " had grown up round the law does
but emphasize the fact that such doctrines, though
followed, were known and recognised as tradition and
“of men,” and formed no part of the law given through
Moses, ¢ the man of God.” Tke Canon of Scripture

we now possess. The translation of it from Hebrew
into Greek three hundred years before Christ shows
that the Pentateuch, the Prophets, the Histories, the
Psalms and other writings were before the Septuagint,
and known to be records of Israel, or they would not
have been placed in the library of a heathen sovereign.

2. The Pentateuch was not composed and received
by Israel after the captivity. That captivity was pre-
dicted By Moses. It was to be not merely a subjuga-
tion, but a transportation to other lands of the whole
nation, whose own land was in the meanwhile to be left
untilled for seventy years. Then at the set time the
nation, as predicted, was sent back. By that time of
return, and long before it, Israelites, individually and in

with them, though they had greatly corrupted both it |
and their tongue. For, when those who had returned !
from the captivity were to be instructed in the law, it !
was found necessary to appoint Levites to “read to the
people in the book, in the law of God. distinctly, and
give the sense and cause them to understand the
(Neh. 8. 8). If it be asserted that the !
Pentdteuch (and many other parts of the Hebrew
Scriptures) were not written till the era of the captivity,
it will be necessary to believe, in the face of all
probability, in opposmon to all external and internal
-evidence, and in contradiction to the very language,
terms and style of the books, more especially of the
_Pentateuch itself, that the comparatively, small body of
. returned captives, in the course of a few months, not

forced it, in some absolutely unknown and unrecorded
manner, on the whole of their fellow-countrymien then
still living in remote parts, including the one hundred
_ and twenty-seven provinces of the Persian Empu’e (see
Estber), and with whom they had had no communica-
- tion; and, further that. those thousands of scattered
Israehte's received the whole thing w1thout a protest.’

and the exhortations of the prophets throughout the life
of the nation in-The Land (records all known to have

ﬁrm what was written in the Pentateuch. The pation

then non-existent. So we must beheve tha‘.t a part of
‘Israel on its retarn’ from among heathen sunk.

1dolafry did at once imagine, and.evolve’ out Jof bhem- }
.~ selves, and set.forth and force on others, the doctrine
. of oNE cGop, Infinite, .Eternal,

~

_ book remained. -

.of the other books.

Hlmsglf Holipess, !

Justice, Truth; that they at that time, and without any
teaching of their ancestors or any outside influence,
cast away idolatry, and forbade the worship of their new
God under any form of image or likeness of any thing
in. heaven or earth. Further, that théy founded an
elaborate system of forms and ceremonies, symbolic of
something lying-ahead of them of which they had till
then no concepnon, and which when it appeared they
refused to receive. Those who urge such teaching. on

"us, equally with those who deny its truth .or even

credibility, acknowledge the grandeur and beauty of
the law as claimed to have been set forth through
Moses. Compare that law with the. traditions and
doctrines of men then existing and largely added to
since. Those doctrines the Jews themselves carefully
separate from the law. They are often contradlctory
to it, are in great part puerile and contemptible, partial
and tyrannical, and are held to belong to, and to be
capable of interpretation by, certain men alone. If
that is all the Jew has shown himself -able to
evolve, how can we believe that he, some 450 §ears
before Christ, and under circumstances which

- aggravate the case, evolved the Pentateuch ?

" 4. Some teil us that the Pentateuch was composed
at some period in the interval between the revolt of the
ten tribes in" Rehoboam’s days and the Babylonish
captivity. Then the followmg facts and questions
must be: considered and answered. The highest
authorities now admit the existence of 'a.very ancient
Samaritan Pentateuch which, in no material  point,
differs from the Hebrew Pentateuch, and that it was
extant before the Babylonish captivity. It speaks of all
Israel as one nation, of one deliverance from Egypt,
of one God, of one centre of worship in the wilderness,
of one High Priest, of one Altar, of one form of
ecclesiastical policy and ceremonial. All this was set
aside when Jeroboam revolted from ]udah but yet the
In the days of our Lord the
Samaritans held to their * father Jacob,” claimed their

“own ritual and worship and looked for a Messiah

(John 4). There. was deep hostility between Samaritan
and ]ew The.Samaritan acknowledged the. Penta-
teuch in common with the Jew, but dxsavowed much
Then, if that ‘Pentateuch was
written " at a- date later than that of the revolt headed

_by Jeroboam, how was it that the Samaritans accepted

a Pentateuch written by their enemies; and which in
many ways condémned their. prachce? And is it not

- also clear™ that the fact of the preservation’ of the
-Pentateuch among the revolted ten tribes, not only

proves its owp antiquity, but also furnishes good
evidence that the Book of the Law has been preserved-
unaltered in all material points; the Samaritan and
Hebrew Pentateuchs acting as checks the one on the
otber, both bexng acknowledged as’ ongmally one and
of Divine ongm. "

's. ‘Some, again, set forth a theory of thexr own that
tBe Pentateuch was a comparatively lats production
written to exalt Jerusalem, magnify the pnestbood and
F° shed a sacred glon‘y on the ornate services of the
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sanctuary, in the days of the Kings. It is remarkable,
then, that in Genesis 14 the city is called * Salem,” and
is not mentioned again in any one of the five books.

David made no changesin the sacrifices and ceremonies, .|

nor did Solomon; butwhen David rearranged the duties
and courses of the Levites and instituted an elaborate
. musical ritual, the historical books specifically mention
these facts; while the Pentateuch says not one word
of a musical ritual, nor does it speak of any musical
instruments to be used in the wilderness services other
than trumpets to be used on certain set occasions. If
the Pentateuch be nothing but a late forgery why did
the forgers thereof speak of a tabernacle and not of a
temple?
‘of Israel prior to the days of Joshua is recorded. In it
alone are detailed the facts of the wanderings of
Abraham and his direct descendants, of the Exodus,
of the wilderness days and the arrival at the borders of
the Promised Land. In it alone is the history of the
Creation, of the Fall, the Deluge and other ancient
occurrences. The historical books, the Prophets and.
the Psalms refer again and again to all these facts.
Though some of the prophets and some of the Psalms
(137th for instance) were not written till afier the
Captivity, no one is so foolhardy as to assert that the
greater portion of the Hebrew Scriptures were not
composed and read . centuries before the captivity.
Then how could those writings refer so frequently to
the history of the Patriarchs, and still earlier times,
had the Pentateuch not then been in existence; and

It is only in the Pentateuch that the history

how without that ancient record could the allusions :
' Spirit of Truth is come He will guide you into all

thereto be referred to so confidently, and have been so
readily understood by the people at large.

" 6. Again, the title **Lord of Hosts,” which is found
_first in 1 Sam. 1. 3, and then some 230 times between

then and Malachi, has no place in the Pentateuch—,

yet we are told now-a-days that these five books were

,written by a medley of writers and edited and re-edited |

durmg the last 400 years before Christ. It does not
conduce to belief in the critics of to-day that they differ
: wxdely amongst themselves and that, generally speak-
ing each is wrong according to his fellow.
through the writings of prophets who lived in the
sixth and seventh centuries before Christ we may note
-_the following facts.
of the Lord,” says, “They eat up the sin.of my
people.” The word for “sin’ and “sin-offering” is
one in Hebrew. The eating of the sin-offering is
. enjoived in Lev. 6. 26; and in Lev. 10. 16, 17 Moses
‘finds fault with the priests for not obeying the law.
"Why does the Lord (Hosea 4. 4) charge the people with
striving with the priest ?” See the reason in Deut. 17.
12 Again, Hosea (4. 15) and Amos (4. 4) reprove the
people for idolatry and for not worsbxpplng in the
. place appointed by God. They are justified in doing
. so by the law given in Deut. 12. 14, 18, 21, 26 and
elsewhere. So, too, is Amos,'see his chapter 5.. 4-6.
Hosea (9. 3) says that smmng Israel "“‘shall eat
unclean things in Assyria.”” Consult the Pentateuch,
espemally Deuteronomy, :egardmg food unclean and

Hosea (4. 8) speaking ‘‘the Word'

Lookmg :
' refuge fom the storm, a shadow from the heat, when
. the blast of the ferrible ones is as a storm agamst the

[jcu':zn[]

clean. Hosea (9. 4) tells Ephraim that “their sacri-
fices shall be unto them as the bread ‘of mourners”;
compare this with Deut, 26. 14. Next, Amos (4. 4, 5)
calls on Israel, ironically, to transgress at Bethel and
Gilgal and ‘“‘offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with
leaven.” That would be to brcak the command in
Lev.2. g, 11: and the same prophet (2..8), blames
Israel because ‘“ they lay themselves down upon clothes
laid to pledge by every altar,” to da so bemg a direct
infraction of Ex.22. 26, Why should the giving of
wine to Nazarites be wrong (Amos 2. 11, 12) except
that the Pentateuch lays down in Num. 6, the law
regarding Nazarites? Hosea and Amos lived a great
many years before the captivity, yet they knew of that

- Pentateuch which ‘the critics tell us was not in exist-

ence even till some 200 years later than these prophets.

In earlier days still, David (2 Sam. 23. 14-17) longed
for water from the well of Bethlehem. Three of his
mighty men brake through the host of the Philistines
and brought him water of the well, but ¢*“he would not
drink thereof, but poured it out unto the Lord. And
he said, Be it far from me, O Lord, that I should do
this; is not this the blood of the men that went in
jeopardy of their lives, therefore he would not drink
it.”  David knew of the law that forbade the eating or

.drinking of blood, for he had read it.in the Pentateuch,

Deut. 12, and in several other passages in that book,
as well as in Leviticus and Numbers.

Those who knmow that “grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ™ (John 1. 17): that the Lord Jesus is
“the Truth” (]ohn 14. 6): that He said, *“ when the

truth, He shall receive of mine and shall show
it unto you " (John 16. 13, 14), can rest with confidence
on the words of the Lord in Luke 24. 45 regarding the
law of Moses, the prophets and the psalms.. Those
who would in these days set Him ncrht may seem to
themselves and to some to be temble ; .but, even so, -
we- who ‘accept Him as * The Way, the Truth, the

Life" know thbat the ‘ counsels of God of old are
faithfulness and truth . for He is * a strength
to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress,a

wall” (Isaiah 25. 1, 4).
“ For ever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven "

)
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and (3) opened eyes to see, when the wisdom had been
given, and the veil removed:
A blind man cannot see any more if a veil is removed

that the true neuter comes only in the last sentence,

' namely “ \Vhat "' the exceeding greatness of the power.

from his blind eyes, than if he were enveloped in the .

thickest of veils. So with the truth.

It is useless to expound the teaching of the mystery
to one whose eyes are holden. Not merely is it necessary
to have veils removed, but the eyes opened. If this
twofold blessing has been granted, we may be ready to
continue with this marvellous prayer, and consider its
threefold petition.

It is still a question of knowledge, but the word used
differs very considerably from the word used in verse 17.
“That ye may know " in verse 13 is from the verb ¢idw.
which means *to know, to perceive, to see.” Ve may
see the meaning by noting /ow the apostle uses it in
Eph. 6. 21-22.

But that ye may also know (gindskG—i.c. get to know,
perceive, see) my affairs . . Tychicus . . . shall
make known (gingsko).

When Tychicus made known Paul's affairs the saints
at Ephesus® could perceive or see with the understanding-
Soin Eph. 1. When we are in the light of the know-
ledge of Him, we can then “get to know or perceive”
about Him.

This also fits the figure of the same verse «“The eyes.

of your heart having been enlightened that ye may
perceive.”

[t must further be noted that it does not say ‘“the
eyes of your head”; for the Greek is ‘“ the eyes of your
heart may be opened.” No, head knowledge is not
sufficient, eyes may be open, thank God, but they
need to be illuminated and enlightened with the wisdom
and revelation given from His Holy Word.

The word “enlighteped” is similar to that used in
2 Cor. 4. 4-6. The light of the Glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.

Satan was then, and is now, busy, keepmg the veil
over the eyes of many, to shut out the light of the Glory.

Here in Eph. 1 the Apostle draws aside the veil and
gives us the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.

It is presented in three forms—The hope of His
calling, The riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints, The exceeding greatness of His power which
He wrought in Christ’s resurrection and exaltation.

It may help us if weé further sub-divide these state-
ments.

First ‘'we have Hope, then Qlory, then Power;
Secondly, we have His calling, then His inheritance,

tben His resurrection and exaltation; Thirdly, we have

Who and What.

Let us consider these last words first. We have
alluded to it before in these pages, but as some may not
have considered the subject, we repeat the statement

here.

. While it is true that thé words may be correclly
translated * What ™ in each passage, it should be noted

At Epheﬂus" is used advisedly, the words must be retained
in Eph 1. 1. Further ev:denca for this will be forthcommg (InV.)

The two other passages can mean not only * What is
the Hope,” but Who is the Hope and the riches, etc.,
a lesson we are ever learning in these Epistles—the
fulness of Christ.

Let us careflully examine these wonderful passages.
First—the Apostle prays that they may perceive with
unveiled eye—* What is the hope of His calling.”
His calling, primarily and grammatically refers to the
calling made by the Father of Glory. He having saved

- and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
. works but according to His own purpose and grace,

which was given us in Christ Jesus, before Age-times,
2 Tim. 1. 9. This makes us think of Eph. 1. 3-4.:
¢t Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings

! in the heavenlies in Christ, according as He hath chosen

‘ among the dead” (Pbhil.

us in Him before the overthrow of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before Him.” Here
we bave the calling, and its spiritual and heavenly
character.

In Eph. £ 1 we read that a part of the sacred treasure
we are to be diligent to keep, is the Hope, and that hLope
may be summarized as Transformation. 1t can only be
attained by (1) Resurrection, or (2) the upward call.
Phil. 3 makes the same promise for ¢ those which are
alive and remain” at that period, as 1 Thes. ¢ or
1 Cor. 15 does for those living when those prophecies
shall be fulfilled.

The Hope of His calling is given in Phil. 3. 20-21:
¢« For our citizenship is in heaven, from whence we look
for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall transform
this body of our humiliation into conformlty with the
body of His Glory.”

This hope will be realized in one of two ways. For
those who fall asleep—the *“out resurrection,’ out from
3. 11) will be the path and
entrance. Forthose who shall be living upon the earth
at the time there will be given ‘“the calling on high”
(Phil. 3. 14). Either of these roads leads to the same
glorious consummation—*transformation into con-
formity with the Body of His Glory!” What a hope!
who that really “sees” with unveiled eyes, such a
purpose, can speak of what they have “lost!” In giving
back 1 Thes. 4 to its true owners, we bave lost nothing
except a veil, which kept us from seeing the one Hope
of Phil. 3.

This blessed Hope seems almost too good to be true,and
the Lord has met our weakness by using the word,(Gr.) tis
in Eph. 1. 15, which not only means * What” but*“Who."”
Who is the hope of His calling? Our hearts readily
frame the answer—Christ. W/o is the riches of the
Glory? Still we answer—Christ. This is found to be
in entire harmony with the Scriptures—in Col. 1. 27,
we get the word *¢is"” in a similar passage to this one
of Eph. 1—To whom God would make known Who
is the riches of the Glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is CHRIST among you the Hope of
the Glory."

Digitized by T'ele10s Ministries



FEBRUARY, 1913.

14

The Gentiles as such, were without ‘ hope,” they
were strangers to the covenants of promise. Apart
from Israel and Abraham Scripture provided them
nothing. What then was the pledge that they could
look forward to such a hope or expect to share in such
Glory? The answer lay in the blessed fact that cven
now though Israel was scattered and Jerusalem
destroyed, though miracles had ceased, and the Gospel
of the Kingdom no more was heard, the very fact that
God had sent an Apostle with a special commission to
herald and preach Christ among the Gentiles, was of
itself a pledge of the Hope of Glory. It will be found
that this is specially emphasized in 1 Tim. 3. 16—
“ Heralded among tbe Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up in Glory."”

It will become increasingly manifest to us as we
receive gracious answers to the prayer of Eph. 1. 17, 18,
that Christ Himself fills the vision of the iospired
writer of the prison epistles. He it is Who is our
Peace, He it is Who is our Hope, He it is Who is our
Life, our All. May every heart gratefully reply, even
so! for this is all our desire.

If David, having written of the Millennial
Kingdom (Psalm 72), could say, ¢ The prayers of
David, the son of Jesse are consummated,” believers
of the Gentiles now, members of His Body can say,
concerning the revelation of the Saviour’s *“ Glory that
excelleth,” that in Him our highest hopes are fulfilled.

Coming back to Eph. 1. 18, let us notice a little more
carefully the fulness of the words “ \Who is the riches
of the glory of His inberitance in the saints.”” The
saints themselves are not the riches of the glory of this
inheritance, but Christ is, whether viewed from God's
standpoint or the believer’s.

How many times we read of riches in the short
compass of the Prison Epistles.

It is very interesting to note the arrangement of
their occurrences :—

“ Riches,” in Ephesians.

A I 1. 7. Forgiveness given according to the 7iches of
His grace.

B | 1. 18. Christ, the rickes of the glory of the in-

heritance. _
C| 2. 7. The exceeding riches of His grace
to be shown in future ages.

B | 3. 8. Christ, the unsearchable 7icies of
3. 16. Strength granted according to the riches of
His glory.

4

All these passages occur in the doctrinal sections, and

are in perfect harmony with the teaching of the Epistle. |

Philippians, on the other hand, is entirely concerned
with the members. It makes no reference to the title
of Christ—the Head-—it never speaks of Him as the
fulness. Hence in Philippians the one occurrence of
tbe word “riches " is in a most practical and experi-
mental setting (Phil. 4. 19): *“ But my God shall supply
all your need according to His ‘riches’ in glory Ry
Christ Jesus.” N

In Colossians the two occurrences are entirely con-
nected with Christ Himself and the mystery.

THINGS TO COME. . 2t

D | Col. 1. 27. Knowledge of Christ, as the riches of
the glory of the mystery.
D | Col. 2, 2. Knowledge of the mystery—Christ.

The riches of the tull assurance of understanding.

\What an inheritance this must be, if such be the
“riches of the glory.” It is spoken of as ¢ His in-
heritance in the saints.” ‘While this is true, it is not
all the truth. * True it is that the believer himself is a
part of God's inheritance, true it is that the members
of the one Body are being united together as a habita-
tion of God, but the word ‘“saint” has a deeper
meaning. We have demonstrated in an earlier sumber
of Things to Come that the word translated “saints”
meauns, in some instances, ‘ the holiest of all.”

The inheritance of Eph. 1 is not found on earth, in
Canaan, or in any earthly people, it is found in the
heavenly *“ holiest of all.”

Col. 1. 12 shows our part in this glorious inheritance.
“ Giving thanks unto the Father which hath made us
meet to be partakers of theinheritance of the (heavenly)
holiest of all in the light.”

All this is subsequent, and in addition, to the prayer
of Eph.1. There we do not ask to know where or
what the inheritance may be, or what our share, or
what our fitness may be, we are directed to inquire.

-¢“Who is the riches of the glory " of it? and finding

Christ, in all His fulness, we can understand, as much
as ever we may expect to do down here, what transcen-
dant glories await us, when we are with the Lord. IN
WHOM we have obtained an inheritance.

It is as though the believer is shown the title deeds,
and “the seals,”” and is given some token of the
vast estate which is his in the future. All that we
have at present, either in salvation or added glory is
“in Christ.” Out of Him we have peither life nor
light. Neither of these is our inherent possession
yet. What an unspeakable privilege it is for such
destitute sinners as we are by nature, to be able to
pray such a prayer, to have eyes opened to see and ‘to
enjoy by faith some of the riches of glory which are
stored in our Risen Head. T

By Chas. H. WeLcH.
(To be continued.)

Oc s Juo ], 1 —c3 [
| Questions and Answers. |
- P -

QuEesTioN No. 410.

THE RE'SURRECTION OF 1 THESS. 4
AND 1 COR. 15.

_ T.D.S. (Scotland).—** If 1 Thess.4. 13-18 isto be taken as referr-
Ing to the promise of our Lord's coming made on condition of
their repentance and conversion to the Jewish nation in Acts 3.
19-21, and not to the ** Coming '* which we now look for, is 1 Cor,
15 to be placed in the same category ? '

In our book on The Apocalypse, p. 371 (at foot) we
have said that ‘“the trump of 1 Cor. 15. 51, 52 is the
same as that mentioned in 1 Thess. 4. 16, so that we
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cannot read this into our calling on high (Phil 3. 14),
P- 3721 or, we may add, into our evanastasis” (Phil.
3. 11), which, we believe,  will precede (at any
moment from now) the resurfection spoken of in
1 Thess. 4. 18. .

When we receive the exanastasis of Phil. 3. 11,
we shali leave 1 Thess. 4. 18 to be fulfilled in those
who will believe after we have been ‘‘called on high.”

. - We shall not take our Bibles with us and deprive
..those who are left behind of all hope. Those who
. are taken out of the great tribulation, and who are seen

in heaven in Rev. 7. g-17, must have got there in some -

other’ way of getting there but by resurrection or
rapture (note the “so,”” which means thus or in this
“manner), it seems to us that it can be only **so,” as
_stated in 1 Thess. 4. 17.
. There is the mention of a “trump " in Matt. 24; 31,
" 1 Thess. 4. 16, and 1 Cor. 15. 52 : but thereis no sound
- of a trumpet mentioned or needed in connection with
our ‘‘ heavenward call " (Phil. 3. 14).

"« A great sounding trumpet” is very much em-
phasized by the figure Hendiadys, which is exhibited
on the margin of the A.V. (Matt. 24, 51).

And it will be needed to * gather together His elect
[of Israel} from the four winds, froni one end of heaven
to the other.”

In the case of a correspondence which has taken
place_on some matter of business or coatroversy, in
which there are several letters, it'is absolutely necessary
that we should arrange them according to their dates.
Otherwise it is impossible to get a clear understanding
‘of their contents. ~

If this be necessary in the case of man’s letters, still
more so is it the case with letters which have come to
us from God (through His servant Paul).

" This being so, siice it is an admitted fact that 1 Thess.
> 4 and 1 Cor. 15 were both written before the Prison

Epistles, they cannot, therefore, refer to the subject
of letters which were written afterward: especially as
.both the earlier epistles could be (and were) qulte
“clearly understood without the latter.

If the matters in all these Epistles are not clear to

us, it must be because we have mixed up the dates;

and aie in the same confusion as we should be with |

earthly letters if we read them without first carefully
) sortmg them." =
QUEST!ON No. 411.
IE\VISH CHRONOLOGY
E.S. (Nottingham).—** How do the Jews reckon their year 5673?

D

.~,In Jewish Chronology the present year, 1913 Anno

J-—

’

'»‘“But even thes? fail replly to " agread .t o
o u The attempt atan’ accurate 'Ehronology of the ea.rly_
.,'-'_--; . -:"'c‘t ‘-v‘ ~.%" ‘J"‘*:'? .. et -

Domini, is reckoned as being 5673-4 Anno Mundsi, and
as in our own Chronology their reckoning, being based
upon rea.sonmg, is without a foundation. The older
'chronologers differ among themselves; and the more
- ,modern chronologers, beginning with Sir Isaac Newton,
. are chleﬁy concerned in finding a date or dates of certain
events _which “they agree o * receive " a.nd “ adopt.

1 any systemn of chronolog gy, ancient or modera ;

.back to Abel is ¢elder” (Heb. 11. 2).

-the term * patrfarch " is used (Heb. 7. 4).

ages of the world is only of recent origin®' says
Tie Eucyclofadia. Britannica, 11th (Cambridge) Edition
Vol. 6, p. 306. )

The one fact-which vitiates all so called systems of
chronology is the fact that they never had a beginning.
Hence there have been some dozen * Evas,” i.c., the year
in which a certain event was taken as a starting point.

The Bible alone gives us the ‘one true beginning, viz:
the Creation, but it does not give dates so much as
durations, and these have to be obtained and reckoned
from the Bible itself.

In the Hebrew MSS,, the Massorah. gives only the

way, we are not there told how: and as there is no number of the years covered by each book separately,

and not duatcs. For example, at the end of Genesis,
it reckons 2448 years from Creation to the Exodus.
And this is the Synagogue reckoning.

The Chronnicon of Eusebius gives much the same
period : viz., 2453 years.

After the dispersion the Jews had recourse to one of
the Gentile Eras, and adopted the Greek Era‘ of the
Seleucide which began 312 B.c. and lasted till 937 a.p.

The Jews followed this till the fifteenth century, when
thev adopted the Era of Creation, which, according to
their reckoning began in 3760 B.c.

“Maimonides (1133—1204° used three eras: the
destruction of the Temple in the 1437th year of the
Seleucidan Era, and the 3936 of the Creation Era.”
(The Fewisit Encyclofedia, Vol. 1V., p. 71). It says further,
on this subject, that “owing to these discrepancies great
confusion exists in the annals of Jewish chroniclers who
have generally tried to combine the datés of their
predecessors with those of more recent events . . . and
it is dangercus to trust to their lists unless checked by
contemporary annals.”

It will thus be seen that no reliance can be placed on
and that
we who believe God are shut up to the Bible alone for
durations, and from these we must get our dates, for here
alone we find and have a beginning, of whxch all other
systems are destitute. .

QuesTioN No. 412,
THE PATRIARCHAL AGE.
.D.L. (Middlesex).—Is it correct to say that the Tatriarchal Age
covers the whole book of Genesis ?

The word “¢ Patriarch” has a very clearly defined
meaning in- Scripture. It does not go higher than
Abraham in point of time. The word that carries us
Adam is not
included, being the Federal Head, and a type of Him
Who is head overall. But Abrahamisthe first of whom
David is so
called (Acts. 2. 2g), because he was first in the royal
line of the Seed; and so he and Abraham are regarded
as the most representative men of the nation (Matt.
1. 1), The others, of whom the term ‘¢ patriarch " is
used are the twelve sons of ]acob (Acts 7. 8, 9) Thus
we have '

Abraham as racial head .
-~ Jacob's sons as tribal heads, ) -
Da.vxd as regal head. :

e L .
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Isaac and Jacob, as heirs with Abraham of the same
promise (Heb. 11. 9), may surely be termed
“ patriarchs.” '

It seems clear, therefore, that it is not correct to
speak of Genesis ‘as covering the Patriarchal .\ge, for
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob’s sons are regarded
as laying the foundations of the national life and
history ; and thus they fill a distinct period of time
when a special stewardship of truth was committed to
them, in the form of blessings, deed of gift, covenants
and promises, never given before. ‘T'he law, which
came in 400 years after, did not disannul them. It would
seem then, that the term ¢ Patriarchal Age” should
be confined to the period from Abraham to the Exodus.

gn Jamn] 3C S 3t ﬁg
| Signs of the Gimes. |
NN

JEWISH SIGNS.
T was to be expected that the Balkan War would
have far-reaching effects, and among other results
might lead to some changes in Palestine. Dr. Max
Norpau, in a letter to The Times, under date Dec. 30,
says: :

+* Zionism—the Jewish National Movement—as is declared in
its programme first proclaimed in Basle 15 years ago, and since
never modified, is a movement for the purpose of acquiring for
the Jewish people a home in Palestine guaranteed by public law.
There is no malicious distortion to which these few clear words
have not been subjected.

We have been denounced to the Turks as revolutionary adven-
turers bent on tearing off Palestine from the Ottoman Empire in
order to found there a Republic or a Kingdcm of the Jews. e
have always emphasized the fact that the very essence of our
proposal is to remain loyal to the Empire of which Palestine forms
a part, and to transform this neglected province into a most
valuable portion of the Empire's territory . . .’ .

After describing all the various agencies at work in

Palestine, he adds :— .

*« It is therefore evidence of the strong passion to raise Palestine
from the dust and set her as a jewel among the nations of the
world which animates the Jewish masses. Can Europe at this
point help us at least morally in our striving, and at the same time
perform an act that will prove of far-reaching value to the future
of the world's peace and prosperity.

What we seek now from European diplomacy is not an exercise

in our favour of any imperative or unfriendly pressure on Turkey. .

She would energetically and with justice resent it, and before all
in the world we are anxious to add nothing to her present embar-
rassments and afflictions. All we desire is to be afforded the
_ opportunity of offering European diplomacy exact information as
to our aspirations and to solicit its friendly interest in their behalf.
Now that it has become a happy practice to solve all international
questions in common, 1t is of the greatest importance to us that
those high personalities who are called to treat, and decide
upon, the litigious matters of the world politics should have laid
before them the facts of Zionism by those that really know them.
What we bave to ask of Turkey we wish to ask directly of her,
thus avoiding the introduction of foreign intermediaries between
her and ourselves. e ask only for common justice. . "

v, ) i '
He: then points out that under the existing laws |

regarding foreigners discrimination is made against
the Jews, asks for the dbolition of such unjust limita-
‘tions and proceeds :—

« If facilities were offered to our influx we should goon be very
many more. There is room enough for us in the scarcely in-
> habited land. We have no intention of dispossessing or crowding

out any one. We are ready to'buy .honestly every.inch of the soil |
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we can possibly obtain, and to offer for it a higher price than any
other purchaser.
sentimental value it has to us. Ve seek to become throughout
the Turkish dominions an Ottoman nationality equal before tbe
law to other nationalities of the Empire, such as the Arabs,
Svrians, Druses, Turks, Greeks, Armenians, Kurds. The party in
power does not pursue the error of centralization, and of levelling
‘turkificanon.” It seems, on the contrary, wisely prepared to
allow each nationality free range for its moral, intellectual, and
economic development. Devoted collaborators as they desire to.
be in the prosperity of the Turkish Empire, willing to learn the
official language for use in their relations’ with the Imperial

authorities and with their non-Jewish fellow-citizens, Jews wish to .

em’ploy among themselves in Palestine, in their schools, and in
their communal administration in that land, their own. national
language—Hebrew. They desire to obtein for it the same.
recognition as all other national languages of the Empire. They
strive to raise Palestine agriculturally, industrially, commercially,
intellectually to a highly flourishing State, and true to the spirit of
Judaism to make of the land a ‘ hearth-place’ of European
culture. ’
1With these facts we are anxious to impress Euiopean diploma-
tists. Their comprehension of our movement and its tenets and
their kindlv disposition towards it will constitute a most valuable
gain for Zionism and the Jew.

assure the world the future of European peace by an act of tardy
justice which will secure a home to a people out of whose loins
proceeded those prophets who descried in peace one of the
highest of human ideals, and taught it as a religion to mankind.”’

We are glad to see that this appeal has been favour-
ably received by the Press, as is evidenced by the
following from The Globe of the same date :—

JEWS AND PALESTINE.

We cannot conceive any valid objection to Dr. Max
Nordau's suggestion, embodied in a letter to the Times,
regarding the settlement of Jews in Palestine. A time
-when the solution of many problems in the Near East
seems likely, is surely opportune for discussing one of,
the most important objects of Zionism. The growth
of Anti-Semitism and the actual persecution of Jews
in certain parts of the Continent has made it more
necessary than ever that some country should be found
which will afford an asylum especially to the poorer
members of the scattered community. And in this
respect no more suitable place than Palestine could be
found. Dr. Nordau has no revolutionary proposals to
make. All he asks is that the Powers should support
the demand of the Jewish community for common
justice and equal rights in Palestine. Nor does he
suggest that any sort of independence should be
granted to Palestine. The Jews are only too anxious
to become loyal subjects of the Turkish Government,
provided they are recognised as an Ottoman nationality

equal before the law to other nationalities of the

Empire. Palestine, would of course, in these circum-
stances rapidly develop into a self-governing Jewish
unit of the Empire, and the gain to Turkey, to Europe,
and to Jewry would be inestimable.
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
\W. W, (Scotland). The evidence of Scripture is

entirely against the use of the “individual cup” in

partaking of the Lord's Supper. It is an essentially

To none has the neglected land the ideal and -

) It will, I have no manner of '
doubt, ke a particularly important item too in contributing to

.
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modern invention. In the ancient and modern feasts,
Jewish as well as Gentile, individual cups were of
course used, but “the cup of blessing " and the other
three special cups at the Passover feast, were passed
round (as ““ the loving cup” is at banquets in our own
day). The cutting up of slices of bread, and the use of

- individual cups are alike destructive of the very union
and ‘*“communion’ which the ordinance is regarded as
symbolizing. In any case there was only one such cup
used at “ the last supper.’

L. K. (Bavaria). You write * You see 2 Cor. . 10,'is
also in the Prison Epistles: Eph. 6. 3 and Col. 3. 24, 25.”

We do not see it dear Brother, and we are surprised
at your seeing it. :

In 2 Cor. 6. 10 we see a “judgment seat,” and the
judgment is concerning things ‘“done, whether good or
bad.”

But in the two passages to which you refer in the
‘Prison Epistles we see nothing of either.

In Eph..6. 3, it is what we already know; and it

. concerns only *“ whatsoever godéd thing” one does; and
it is only what we “receive”; and this, not “whether
the thmgs be good or bad™ ; and whether we are * bond
or free.” .

In Col. 3. 24, 25, there is again no judgment seat;
and it is again what we know; and what we know is
that we ‘““shall receive the reward of the mhentance,
the reason being that we ““serve the Lord, Christ.”

W. B. (Scotland). * The promise of the Spirit” in
Gal. 3. 14 refers to v. 2 of the same chapter. Cp. Luke
24. 49 and Acts 1. 4.

G. O. C. (California).  Your difficulty about the
mention of a ‘““river " in Rev. 22.
(Rev. 21. 1) that ‘““there was no more sea,” may be
explained by a reference to Ezek. 47. 1-12, Zech. 14. 8,
which relate to the Millennial earth. Rev. 22. 1 also
describes Millennial times (heavenly and earthly). The
difficulty arises from not seeing that Rev.21. 9t022. 51is
retrospective and episodical, and reveals a fuller
description of the heavenly Jerusalem which will be

._over the earthly restored Jerusalem during the Millen-
"nial reign. Chap. 22 should begin at verse g of chap. 21.

These fuller episodical visions are a feature of the
Book of the Revelation. .

C. R. (Edinburgh). Yes. The sending of Jesus Christ

.mentioned in Acts 3. 20 is the same that is referred to-

in 1 Thess. 4. 16, 17. Both were postponed on account
of the impenitence of Israel; and both will receive
“their fulfilment, after we (who believe God’s subse-
‘quent revelation in the Prison Epistles) have received

', our heavenward Call as promised therein (Phil. 3.

11, 14).

L.E. L. (Yorksbxre) Our answer to Question No
406 is quite-correct. .The Béma or ‘ judgment-seat’
‘in 2 Cor. 5. 10 follows immediately after the
Parousia, i.e., after the fulfilment of 1 Thess. 4, ‘but
before the Tribulation. The bhope of 1 Thess. 4 was
“postponed. See our answer to C. R. above.

REVIEW.
, THE LURE OF A4 SOUL.
By SypNEY WaATsoON.®

This book, i)y the author of the Mark of the Beast

. and In the Twmklmg of an Eye, is a powerful indictment

"- . ’Nncholson~ Prlce exghteenpenoe S - .

-~ of spiritism. If fiction be a fitting vehicle for convey-

ing truth, and uttering @ much needed warning, this
- work ‘is certamly calculated to do so. It shows the

~ . P Y
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1, after the statement.

ruin and wreck to which one may be brought by giving-
heed to seducing spirits and ]iswning to the infamous
teaching regarding *“affinities’’ which their mediums
inculcate. Incidentally it also shows how destructive
of spirituality are bazaars and other modern methods of
raising money for what is called God's work. He has
ample resources for work which is truly His.

’

MEETINGS FOR BIBLE STUDY.

Friends away from. home, on business or pleasure, may be glad
to know where they may find others like-minded, and with whom
they may have fellowship in a rightly divided Word of God. We,
therefore, append the following notices of such :—

CarDIFF.—Every Saturday at 7.30, at the Albert Street Mission
Hall, Cowbridge Road.

CroyDON (West), (Strathmore Road).—The Iron Room.

ELTHAM.—83 Earls Road (Well Hall Station), Saturdays,
Feb. 8 and 22, at 7. Mr. C. H. Welch.

NoTTINGHAM.—Tuesday evenings, 7.30, at 23 Broad Street.
Wednesday evenings, 7.30, at 57 Cobden Street.

RicumoxD (Surrey).—Will readers of Things to Come in the neigh-
bourhood of Richmond, Surrey, communicate with Mr. A. E. Cock,
94 Kew Road, as to the desirability of arranging a monthly Bible
Reading on the lines of 2 Tim. 2. 15.

LONDON.

Prmrico, S.W.—At 55 Moreton Street. Wednesday, Feb. sth.,
1913, at 7 p.m. Subject: ‘*The Intermediate State: Is it Life
or Death?™ '

KenNsiNGTON.—251 High Street. Wednesday, Feb.
7.30 p.m. Subject: ‘* The Epistle to the Ephesians.”

THE LoNpon Sunpay Evening Bible Readings (see advt.).

Harrow Roap, GosperL HaLL, LEYTONSTONE, N.E.—Saturdays,
Feb. 1 and 15, at7 p.m. (Mr. C H. Welch). Subject: ** The Book
of Revelation.'’ Gospel Meeting, Sundays, at 7 p.m.; Bible
Class, Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. -

12th, at

SCOTLAND.
Grascow.—Protestant Hall, 124 New City Road. Sundays at 2.30.
S'roxzx-m\. EN (N.B.).—Mondays, at 7.45, at Old Town Mission Hall.
U.S.A. .
LA Grance, ILL.—Saturdays, at o, by appointment \\llh Mr.
B. F. Clarke. Y 73 Y #pP
WHEATON, ILL.—601 Ohio Street. Sundays, 2.30
MINNEAPOLIS (Minn.).—At 3825 Fourth Avenue South.—Every

* Wednesday, at 8 p.m.

MiINNEAPOLIS  (Minn.). —-At
Sunday, at 10.45 a.m.

St. Louis. —Washmgton and Compton Avenues Presbyterian
Church, at 3 p.m. Norville Wallace Sharpe, M.D,

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
(“ Things to Come " Publishing Fund.)
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“THE LORD HATH SPOKEN."
IV. «“ By THEM THAT HEARD Him.” (Heb. 2. 3).
(iii). THe EaRLiER PauLiNE EPIsTLEs.

p—

RoMmaxs.
(Continued from p. 16).

E cannot conclude our remarks on the Epistle

W

Anyone who goes to the original manuscripts must
recognise that he is in the presence of a difficulty;
and, in facing it, we are not doing so for any special
purpose connected. with interpretation, but to find a -
solution that shall do honour to the Word itself.

14, in doing this, other difficulties are solved, and our
own interpretation finds support, we cannot be other-
wise than satisfied.

There is no question whatever about the genumeness

i or authenticity of these verses.

to the Romans without attempting to meet !

the difficulty of ascription or doxology with wluch ;
+ different manuscripts.

it concludes, in chap. 16. 25. 26.
It is obvious that this is not a mere BENEDICTION

such as that with which other Epistles conclude; or
: altogether.

like that in verses 20 and 24.

It is clear also that a Doxorocy forms no part of the
teaching of the Epistle.

It is an ascription of “ Glory " to God for what He
has power to do, and for what He had revealed.

Nothing beyond this one fact is here stated or taught.

That is to be done in its own proper place, inthe
Epistle next written—the Epistle to the Ephesians.

In our last paper we showed how the inclusion of
his Doxology here forms the starting point, and indeed
the text of the Epistle which is immediately to follow ;
-Romans being the seed and Ephesians the fruit; both
standing together in the very centre of the chronological

-order of the Pauline Epistles.

- That difficulties about the concluding verses of Romans
have been experienced is well known;
exemplified in the notes in the margin of the Revised
Version. . .

Much has been said on the subjects by such scholars
as Dean Alford, Bxshops Lightfoot and Gore, as well
as by Dr. Hort.

We need not repeat this; but we may here give a
portion of what appeared in Things to Come for May 1g0g.
 Wereproduce it, in order to show that the question is
not opened or raised by ourselves; but our attention is

" distinctly called to it by the condition of the ariginal
* manuscripts.

It is partly a matter of documentary evidence, and

partly a matter of internal evidence ; and, in any case,
it has nothing whatever to do with the Higher Criticism
or its methods.

 Many of the most ancient transcribers were cognisant
of a difficulty, to which they give expression in various
ways ; though, of course, they could not do so by way of
comment, )
_ .- So the question is not one of our raising.

and this is |

| documentary evidence.

Let this be clearly undersdood. The evidence is
overwhelming as to that.

But the difficulty is there, and has to be accounted for.

The facts are these:—

(1) The Doxology itself is variously placed in the

(2) In over 1go it stands after Ch, 14. 23,
(3) In two or three manuscripts it is omitted

(4) In one there is a space left after verse 24;and in
another a space is left after ch. 14. 23.

(5) In some manuscripts it standsin both places.

(6) Even in the manuscripts where the Doxology
stands as we have it in the A.V., the Benediction in
verse 24 is omitted. This variation is e‘chxbxted in
the R.V.

All this furnishes overwhelming evidence for the
accuracy of the text as preserved in the A.V.; and shows
us that all the excitement among the Transcribers was
caused by the fact that the truth of the Mystery had
long been lost, and by their having been unaware of the
suggestion (which we are not the first to put forth) as 1o
its being a Doxology subsequently added. ‘

Of course, ‘“higher” and unbelieving criticism has
utilised all the above facts against the genuineness of
the Doxology; and its attacks have been met by argu-
ments which are almost as injurious.

But against all these theories is the stubborn fact of
All else is nothing but the
desire and caprice of copyists, who did not understand
what they were copying.

The proper ‘and invariable ending of an Epistle is
the Benediction (“The Grace of our Lord,” &c., more
or less full), and not a Doxology.

For, ‘even when there is a Doxology as well, the
Benediction always comes after it.

In Four Eplstles there is a Doxology as well as a
Benediction, viz., Phil,, 1 and 2 Tim., and Romans.

But the Benedlctlon in these, except Romans, comes
last. See Plnl 4. 20; 1 Tim. 6. 15, 16; and 2 Tim:
4.18.

If the Doxology in the prstle to the Romans be not
the postscript (as we suggest), then it stands out as the
only exception to this rule which is observed in every’
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other Epistle; for we have (1) the Benediction (16. 20);
then (2) a second Benedictign (16. 24), which is a bond
fide postscript necessary to complete, and completely
ending the Epistle. _

But then follows, after all this, a Dozxology,
re-opening the Epistle, introducing entirely fresh
matter, and the Epistle is left to end in a manner
quite unlike that of every other Epistle the Apostle
ever wrote. h .

Our suggestion as to its being a later addition by ¢ke
same hand which wrote the Epistle (1) at once explains
all the facts we have stated above; (2) shows the cause:

as well as the groundlessness of the various attempts
to amend the text ; (3) completes the exquisite structure
" ‘of the prstle as a whole, which we shall show below;

and (4) lets in a flood of light from the teachmg whxch

follows from it.

It is this last which will probably form the chief

_ground of objection, for if will be resisted more from
the conclusions which flow from it than from the
suggestion itself.

1. It affords additional evidence to the fact that
Paul was not commissioned to commit the truths of
the Mystery to writing until after he was in Rome, and !
_in prison.

2. It does not disturb the fact that the Pentecostal
Dispensation, recorded in the Acts, was complete in
itself. -

3. The interpretation of the Epistle falls into line
with ‘the other earlier Epistles (Thess., Cor.,, Gall),
which do not go beyond the scope of the Acts, viz.,
that “gifts’ and ‘““ordinances” which are mentioned
only in these earlier Epistles, and in the Acts, pertain
only. to that- Dispensation, which was the period of
childhood, when all was *in part’; and, when all that
was “in part” was to be done away as soon as that
which was perfect was come.
 That which is perfect came soon after the npostle s
arrival in Rome, and is incorporated for us in the later
Pauline or prison Epistles.

All that pertains to this perfection of standing which
we find in the earlier Epistles (especially Rom. 1. to 8.)

not only remains to us, but is the foundation of *that
which is perfect.”

. Now, for us to go back from that which is perfect to
that which is ¢ in part " is surely a great. mistake, which
cannot be made without loss. And to do this under the
impression that we are giving honour to the Word is
_a greater mistake still, and the source of much of the
confusion that is abroad.

The Word, in itself, is. perfectly clear and simple, and
it is only our traditional beliefs which have created all
the difficulty. When these beliefs are brought in and
made part of the Word itself, confusion is complete,
and deliverance is hopeless, until we find the hght that
will bring us out of it. '

We submit_that our suggesuon as fo the Doxology
explains the whole of the phenomepa, removes all the
difficulties, and shows that the minds. of the ‘various
copyists were needlessly disturbed.

-

»

And, had not the truth of the Mystery been lost
long before the date of our oldest manuscripts, no
perplexity could have entered into the minds of
Transcribers.

On the other hand, it is just because we have
recovered that truth that we are guided and enabled
to see the fitness of. the simple solution which
makes everything harmonious, and retains the Greek
of Rom. 16. exactly as it stands in the most
ancient manuscripts, and as it is represented in
the A V.*

To suggest that we are in this matter pursuing the

methods of the Higher Critics shows that their ways.

and means are imperfectly understood.

They suppose things which create the difficulties
instead of removing them; and everything is evolved

"from their own imagination, quite independent of any

documentary authority.

What is the effect of this suggestion as to the
structure of Romans ?

So far from marring the Structure, it perfects and
completes it. We have -

A ‘ 1. 1-6. The GOSPEL, always revealed, never
hidden
B | 1. 7-15. Epistolary.
Cl | 1. 8—38. 39. Doctrinal.

i b9 r—I11. 36. D15pensat10nal
a | 12. 1.—15. 7. Practical.
b | 15. 8-12. Dlspensauonal.
B | 15. 13—16. 24. Epistolary.
A | 16. 25-27. The MYSTERY. Never revealed,
’ always hidden. ‘

It is evident from this, that without this Dozxology
(ch. 16. 25-27) the Structure of the. Epistle as a whole
would be incomplete.

It must either have formed part of the onglnal
Epistle in which case it- upsets the whole of
Dispensational teaching; or it must have beén

‘added later, on the Apostles arrival in Rome, in

order to complete the structure, in which case it
upsets nothing. .

From all this it appears that the Doxoloay would
have been out of place had it formed part of the
original Epistle as sent by the Apostle; and finds its
true place if added by bim while living in Rome among
those to whom he had sent it. The Epistle itself was
already there before him; and when the time came to
put into writing among the Apostle’s parchments
(2 Tim. 4. 13) the revelation of the Mystery, the Dox-
ology could be then added as being at once the inspired
¢onclusion of Romans, and the inspired mtroducnon to
Ephesians. .
 Thus, the Epistle to the Romans was, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, expanded into a
treatise—a treatise which gives a complete ex-
pllcatlon or unfolding of the Gospel of God con-
cermng Hxs Son. o

" *“Note the R.V.. for that omits the Benediction in v, 24.
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THE BOOKS™ AND “THE PARCHMENTS"”

OF 2 TIM. 4. 13.

bring * the parchments”
when he came to Rome.

The request of Paul in 2 Tim. 4. 13 reminds us that
the apostle was in prison. The “cloke,” therefore, was
needed for his personal comfort in his cell.

But the parchments were needed for his personal use.

This reminds us that the subject of the Mystery (or
secret) was committed to writing by the Apostle Paul.
He had not received it, nor are we to receive it, by
tradition,

The “books” were finished and cempleted « writ-
ings,” and were doubtless the writings of the Old
Testament ‘¢ books,” in Hebrew or Greek (Septuagint)
or both. '

But “ the parchments ” (note the plural) were separate
‘pieces or leaves of parchment, either partly or wholly
written, or for use for further writing.

He was in Rome, and the epistle he had already
written was there in the possession of the saints.

He may have then added the postscript, or post-
scripts.

‘As we have pomted out in the preceding article,
there are ¢difficulties” in Rom. 16 which were
noted by textual editors, but are left unexplained to
this day.

Instead of ascribing these universally acknowledged
difficulties to “corruptions of the text,” or to the * mis-
takes of transcribers,” our own solution is suggested by
“the word “ the parchments”’ in 2 Tim. 4. 13. And it is
that Paul, here, in Rome, was himself converting what
bad been originally an Epistle into a Treatise, like
- Ephesians, and the Epistle to the Hebrews. This
may account for the words *“ in Ephesus ” being included
in some MSS. and not in others. It seems clear that
the words were in the original Epistle, but were after-

. ward omitted (in this case not by Paul, of course), for
the purpose of converting it into a Treatise, as Romans
had been.

This is the. explanatxon, we believe, of all the
« difficulties.”

E have been asked by a correspondent what the

and the “cloke”

Paul probably added the Doxology (as a postscript) ' One. Who is the Word of God "and the “Wlsdom

"~ in his prison in Rome. Andhe may have also added the

.»_remarkable dispensational parenthesis of the 9th,
< 10th, and 11th chapters.

At any rate, we are certain that the apostle needed

s the books " and * the parchments,” and if these were

Apostle means when he asks Timothy to .
with him

Romans 9. 10. 11.
The Apostle's sorrow regarding Israel’s

(Introvarsion).

A 9. 15
failure.
a|9. 6-13.
portion.
l b | 9. 14-29. God's purpose regarded only the
i remnant.
C . c'|9.30-33. Israel’s failure, according to
i | the written words of the Prophets.
10. 1-13. Israel’s failure, in spite of
the written words of the law.
Israel’s failure, in spite of
the spoken words of the Gospel.
b|11. 1-10. God’'s purpose regarding the
| remnant accomplished.
11-32.  God’s purpose will ultimately
mclude the whole.
11. 33-36. The Apostle’s joy regarding God's
purpose. ’
It will be seen from the fwenty-nine quotations in these
chapters why Paul needed “the books."”

God's purpose regarded only a

~

|
!
|
i
t
‘
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” A New Synopsis. U
Dﬁg e Y] It 1D
By JaMes CHRISTOPHER SMITH.
GENESIS.

#E word “ Genesis™ is transliterated Greek, and
means origin or source or beginning of a thing

in nature.* As applied to the first book of the Bible
it marks the fact that it is a book of beginnings

. and particularly the beginning of mnature stself—the

‘~date the “beginning" named in John 1. 1.

Material Universe.t It corresponds, therefore, to the
Hebrew word used for beginning, (namely, rashéth), in
the loftyutterance withwhich the Scripture record opens,
“In the beginning God created the Heaven and the
Earth.”
We cannot date that begmmng much less can we
The two

. references to the * beginning of the Gospel ’ (Mark 1.1,

and Phil. 4. 15) describe events that can be dated
and mark stages in the outgoing of the testimony of
the Lord.

The sublime portion, Proverbs 8. 22-31, refers back
to the working ot God, as recorded in Gen. 1. 1-30;
yea, it goes beyond it to a time ‘“or ever the earth
was,” to the moment, coeval with John 1. 1, when the

of God,” could say, “ The Lord possessed Me in the
BEGINNING OoF His way.” Wonderful words truly !

To trace these beginnings in the Bible is to be lifted
to the hilltops of Truth, to see.‘“visions of God," which

' enrapture our spirits and call forth our adoring praise.

the Scriptures of the Old Testament, both the Hebrew

and the Greek or Septuagint translation, we may gather ! heart, Phil. 1. 6. (Comp. Prov. 9. 10).

that he needed them for reference in writing those three
chapters (Rom. 9. 10. and 11), for there are no less than

. twenty- -nine separate quotations from the Old Testament

~in them. .

. This fact, and its bearlng on the point, will be appre
. ciated, if we set out the special structure of these
) chapters

|
i
i
%

Without exhausting the list we note, in passing,
The beginning of the saving work of God in a human

The beginning of the Gospel : in the fulness of Age-
Time, Mark 1. 1; in a particular locality, Phil. 1. 15.

The beginning of the Universe, Gen. 1. 1,

The beginning of His Way, John 1, 1,and Prov. 8. 22.°

* Comp. Matt. 1. 1; James l.23; 3.6, the only thres places
where the word occurs in the New Testament.

t It cannot be said that Gen. 1. 1, has any reference to the
creation of spch beings as seraphs and cherubs and anyels.

(N
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This last may refer to the creation of the many
grades of angels, princedoms, and authorities in the
heavenly spheres.

Trace this back as far as we may, we can say that
“the Word " was there, (shall we say already uttered
in the form of the Only-Begotten Son ?) as the Mediator
and Firstborn of all created beings and things.

“ Apart from Him there came to pass not one thing
(or person) which has come to pass’ (John 1. 3).

It is sufficient to say, here, with regard to Genesis
as a book of beginnings, that we see in it

- The beginning of the Material Universe (Cosmology).

The beginning of the Human Race (Anthropology).

‘The beginning of the Sabbath (Sabbatology).

. The beginning of Human Sin (Hamartialogy).

The beginning of Revelations concerning Redemp-
tion (Soteriology).

The beginning of Variety of Tongues (Philology).

The beginning of the Hebrew Racg and of Nation- troversy has darkened counsel—all owing to the false

alities (Ethnology).

There are other ¢ beginnings' but these are the
chief: these seven dominate the whole story of the
Bible from beginring to end.

The name, Genesis, was given to the first book of
the Bible through the ancient Greek version of the Old
Testament, called the Septuagint or the LXX : and in

the LXX itself this is the very word used for the ' o . . largely a book of

‘Hebrew word, #5ldGth, translated ¢ generations,”
which we get the Divisions of the book.

Thus the structure, also, of the book stamps it asa
book of

by

Origins.
The Hebrew word, #6/‘doth, occurs in Genesis thirteen
times; but, as it is used twice of the Sons of Noah and

confusion that had come in, we pass from one cosmic

system to another. ‘The world that then was,” by
the Word of God— '
pevished by water.
The result was as Gen. 1. 2 describes it.
“ The heavens and earth that are now "'—by the same

Word of God—are to perish by fire.
“ The new heaven and the new earth”—by the same
Word of God—are to perish no more.*

The fact, therefore, stands out clear that in Gen. 1. 3
to 2. 3 we have, not a record of God's working in the -
original cosmic system (1. 1), but a record of His
workmg in constructing a home for man, the sphere
for man's history out of a ruined earth.

The whole description is geocentric, and anthropo-
centric, and above all Christocentric.

No end of needless argumentation has arisen; and
useless books have been written; and futile con-

! notion that the first chapter of Genesis is a description,

twice of the Ishmaelites, it refers, in all, to just cleven '

distinct subjects.
And, inasmuch as the word seems always to refer to
‘what is to follow, (that is, a prospective . use), it is not
applied to the first division, namely, Gen. 1. 1, to 2. 3,
its first occurrence being in Gen. 2. 4.
Thus this great writing is before us in fuelve divi-
sions, namely,

1. Creation: Confusion: Construction. Gen. 'l. 1
to 2. 3.
2. Generatlons of the Heaven and of the Earth. Gen.
2. 4 to 4. 26.
3. Generations of Adam. Gen. 5. 1t0 6. 8.
4. Generations of Noak. Gen. 6. 9 to 9. 29.
. 5. Generations of the Sons of Noah Gen. 10: 1

to 11. g.
Generations of Shem. Gen. ]1. 10 to 11. 26.
Generations of Terah. Gen. 11. 27 to 25. 11.
Generations of Ishmael. Gen. 25 12 to 25. 18.
Generations of Isaac. Gen. 25. 19 to 35. 29.
Generations of Esas. * Gen. 36. 1 to 36. 8.
Generations of Esau's Sons. Gen. 36. g to 37. 1.
12,0 Generations of Facob. Gen. 87. 2 to 50. 26.

. In looking back to the first of thess twelve sections,
it ought to be carefully noted that the great transition
- verse is chapter l.- 2, where, owmg to the ruin or

6
7
8.
9.
10
11

¢ Seth, Lamech, Enoch, Terah,

of the original creation.

With regard to many other places and age-time
connections the same darkness prevails and the same
confusion abides from not “rwhtly dividing the word

of Truth.” )
Moreover attention should be given to the fact that

BIOGRAPHIES.
This is quite characteristic of it. The notices are
very short, in some cases, but never unimportant.

Brief biographical notices are given of Cain, Abel,
Ishmael, Abimelech,
Melchizedek.

More extended accounts are written of Adam, Noah,
Noal's three sons, Abraham, Lot, Eliezer, Isaac,
Esau, Jacob, Laban, Jacob's twelve sons, Pharaoh,
Joseph. _ .

The men are all representative. The events
parrated are all #ypical. Quite a group of representa-
tive women, also, are referred to, such as Eve, Adah,
and Zillah, Sarah, Hagar, Rebekah, Leah, Rachel,
Dinah, Tamar.

Each name stands for some typical characteristic;
each biographical notice for some spec1al point of
teaching.

Still further, conTrAsTS, deep and suggestive, abound
in this book, such as

’

Satan and the Seed. e
Cain and Abel. '
The Apostasy and Enoch and Noah.

' Purpose of Men) - d JPurpose of the
of Babel. } an@  {God of the whole earth.
Mesopotamia ' ) and |God's called out,
and Canaan. § (man—Abraham
Esau and ~ Jacob. e
Jacob’s Sons and Joseph.

No less interesting, and still nearer - our central
purpose, it is to note the time covered by this . book

+ *Compare with Gen. l 1., Iea. 65. 17, 2 Peter 8. s, l.nd Rev.
21 1-7- . R oAt "
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“

and the amount of space devoted to biographical records. ‘ and the Confusion of Tongues (with regard to the
Only two chapters are occupied with the account of | rebellion of the race, in nations).

the preparation of man's home and the creation of the ‘

first pair (Innocence). .
Onl.y one chapter is devoted to the 5°Iemf‘ and far- | to 50. 26. This is the epoch of patriarchal Pilgrimage

reaching event of man’s fall, and the promise of the

! ' h); and
coming victorious seed (Ruin and Redemption). | (as regards Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph); an

| of patriarchal P i ds the fut f
Only one chapter is employed to show the beginnings | })srf:l)narc al Preparation (as regards the future ©

of man's religion and the sacrificial foundation of God's

, The Call of Abraham is the transition event.

t

|

| I
Gospel (Works and Faith). ' I

{

|

t

Finally come the extended narratives in chap. 12. 1

Only about two chapters relate the long story of the | . f‘\lcl’.‘;lm:h t'he New t:l‘éslta.ment l; o}:r :andsl, ax:)dfth:
descent of the two seeds issuing in a common corrup- o a.tl. e esttlmonyho QHSt ax; t'l e[ po:t' ez etor
tion and an inhuman apostasy, on account of which | us, 1t 1s easy to see how the propletic element 1S deep 1n

. " . . the. warp and woof of the whole book. Individuals,

God had to *“ blot out” all humanity, save one family, : . . . .
: . 7’ . events, narratives, all point forward to something coming

to ensure the continuance of the race and the coming ¢ f hich th b bbed of nine-tenth
of the seed (Corruption and Testimony). , apart 'rom which they would be robbed of nine-tenths

Only three chapters are devoted to the account of - of their significance.

God's provision for Ncah and his family and the ' \What did the Holy Spirit *signify™ by the record

. . P o igi i i
coming of the waters of judgment on * the world of the | f the original creation, the subsequent reconstruction

. 3 ?
ungodly " by which the earth was cleansed (Fudgment | of the earth, and the creation of (;nan'. Let Rom. 8
and Preservation). and 2 Peter 3 and Rev. 21 and 22 give the answer.

. “ Known unto God are all His works from the begin-
Only two chapters are used to set forth the peopling . . .
. . ning " ; and these great Scriptures would be shorn of
of the earth through the three sons of Noah, with the the;:r retrospective references but for the prophetic works
Babel rebellion and God’s judgment thereon to ensure P

the fulfilment of His original purpose (Concentration of God 'rec‘c.?rded m"Genesus. . s
and Separation). God's **works” are prophetic no less than Hi

Thus eleven chapters cover the long period of well “wo'rds. h irit “signifv” by th :
over two thousand vyears; while the rest of the - What did the Holy Spirit **signify y the creation

book—thirty-nine chapters—made- up of extended | of man as a_dual unity—male aud female—* one

. ' flesh”? Let Matt. 19, and Ephes. 5 answer.
accounts, chiefly of four men, Abraham, Isaac, ' . 1 th s itit « signifv * by the best 1
ob and Joseph, covers less than three hundred | VW hat did the Holy Spirit ** signify " by the bestowa
Jaco ’ on Adam of.universal dominion, on earth, over all

years. lands and seas and creatures? Let Rom. 5. 12-1 d
. : . 5. 12-14, an
The fact, therefore, emerges that this first book of . 1 Cor. 15. 20-26 with 32-49 answer.

the Bible covers a good deal more time than all the What did the story regarding Cain and Abel and

other books of the Old Testament put together.  Seth (Gen. 4) “ signify "? Let Heb. 11. 4,and 1 John

Accordingly it is a book of foundations and prepara- ° 3. 10-12 give the answer.

tions for the other sixty-five books of the sacred i ; RS » of Enoch’ -
library. All the other books take for granted the facts of | _ ;‘;di:g:;:’na:e tl’fe th:‘g‘;‘tﬁ;‘;‘l“‘lﬁanq&p og&‘;y; e
the book of Genesis, in its histories, genealogies and ! Heb. 1. 5, 6, and Jude 14. 15 answer. A

I

blczgll]'aphxes . . . . and i What, also, did the Spirit “signify " by the record
isis a consideration of vast importance; and it ; of the antediluvian apostasy itself and of Noah’s

!eads us forward. to St.ate someth‘ing of its purpose, of ! testimony and wonderful deliverance? Let Matt.
its typology, of its unity, and of its prophetic and age- ' 24. 37-42, and Heb. 11. 7 convey the answer.
time character.

; . 1 And where do we find the prophetic meaning of .the

| Babel rebellion with its attendaut judgment? Where
From the point of view of age-times this book reveals | but in Rev. 17. 18, 13?
at least fonr such periods. | And what did the Spirit “'signify " by. ‘the records
There is the record of chap. 1. 2 to 2. 25. This is | concerning Abraham, Lot, Melchizedek, Isaac, Jacob,
the epoch of reconstruction (as regards the eanh) Hagar and Ishmael, Esau, Pharaoh and Joseph?. Lét
.and of innocence (as regards man). : the whole Biple tell, but specially the Gospels,
The Fall is the transition cvent. Romans, Galatians and Hebrews.
Then there is the narrative of chap. 4. 1 to 6. 8. More than half of the eleventh chapter of Hebrews
This is the period of Double Line Descent (as regards | refers to this one book of Genesis (verses I to 22).
the increase of the race); and the mixed Apostasy (as The Lorfi']esus H3m§elf refers to _faC‘S am.i persons
regards the increase of corruption). and places’ in Genesis in_a degree little realised by a
\ The Flood is the transition event casual reader. He refers to the Father as *“ Lord of
Thereafter comes the record of chap. 10. 1 to 11. 26: * In the ** British Weekly " of Jan. 23rd, 1913, the statement is
. e h iod sh . the d f Noah's th made that it is by acts (a process of historical interpositions), xo¢ by
This is the perlod showing the descent of Noah's three | 5,4 that God speaks to men. This absolutely contradicts Scrip-
sons (as regards the national settlements of the race); | ture. Moses ** heard a voice.’

A
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heaven and earth™; to Adam and Eve, to Abel, to
Noah and the Flood, to Nineveh, to Abraham, to Lot's

wife, to Sodom and Gomorrah, to Isaac and to
Jacob. -

[See Matt. 11. 25 and Mark 13. 19; Matt. 19. 4-6;
Matt. 23. 35; Matt. 24. 37-39; Matt. 22. 32: Luke
17. 29-32; Matt. 10. 15; Luke 11. 29-32.]

It will thus be seen that Christ’s testimony covers
and endorses the whole history given in this wonderful
book.

" And the manifold events, manifestly under the
control of the High Right Hand of God, move forward,
in most fitting sequence, toward the predestined end.

The book of the Apocalypse, with which the circle of

revealed truth is completed, is full of references to the ! . Kingdom "

fascinating histories of Genesis*: ope of the most
remarkable being the reference to the sons of Jacob.

In Genesis we see. their birth, and number, and place.

as the heads of the Twelve Tribes: in Revelation we
see their names on the tweive gates of the heavenly
city for which Abraham, Isaac and Jacob looked.

I11.

Let it be repeated, therefore, that this bpok is
intensely prophetic and typological, full of foreviews of
coming events, and thus -anticipating God's final
purpose.

This is fully seen in the typological significance
connected with Adam, Seth, Sacrifice, The Ark,
Melchizedek, Isaac, Joseph. ’ )

So, also, it is seen in the great “covenants’ made
with Noah, and with Abraham; covenants whose ful-
filment is still proceeding and whose light shoots across
the centuries right on to

*“The End.”

Hence the perfect unity of the book. How could

such a book be a mere compilation of scattered human
documents? In the presence of such facts, making such
“a unity, the so-called ¢ criticism" of our time, with its
mis-named ‘*assured results,” is but pitiable ignorance of
God's words, works and ways.

about ‘“divers documents” and “legends” and
“myths” and * folk-lore of nations,” in the _presence of
this sober, ‘solid, well-ordered sequence of historic
events, moving forward bearing their precious burden of
type and symbol and foreview, accordmg to God's
* Purpose of the Ages "1

The end is seen in the begmnmg

and the beginning is seen in the end.t .

_ , IV.

Finally : what makes all this doubly sure is the fact
that Christ is here.
Abel, than Enoch, than Noah, than Abraham, than
Isaac, than Joseph! Christ-ss here.

To this central revelation the whole history, with its
message of type and prophecy, is contributory.

* See a list of these given in Tur CompaniON BiBLE, Ap. 3.

t For a wonderful presentation of .this thought see the Rev.
Dr. G. H. Kellogg's book “ The Put a Prophecy of the Future."”

UL JUpp UV WU D .

Behold a greater than Adam, than |

|
|
l

How one sees the great Promise of Gen. 3. 15 unfold-
ing its profound significance, step by step, as the
“aces’” come and go!

The facts recorded in Genesis reveal
fulfilment in the great

a fourfold

Line of Descent.

The line is easlly traced, gettmd narrower and nearer,
as we sce Him,

The Sesd of the Woman,
The Seed of Shem,

The Seed of Abraham,
The Seed of Judah.

Only two more steps were needed, and they came in
David and in Mary of Nazareth, connecting with the
and the “fulness of time.”

But Lere, in Genesis, we see the divine preparation
brought down to the predicted sojourn in Egypt, whence
God, in due time, was to ‘‘ call His Son "—first Israel
and then Christ. And the book closes with the hope of
that «“ call ” burning bright in the words of Joseph,

“God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my
bones from hence.”

And so it came to pass. And so it will come to pass
to ourselves and to our brethren, fallen on sleep, when
our glorious Lord returns.

He will carry up, “from hence,”
and spiritual flesh of our ¢ body of glory’
may be -

the spiritual bones
" that so we

“For ever with the Lord.” Amen.
DI 10 — m > ) e | oo— ‘lD
O . . T Q
| Bible TMumerics |
D By Ivan Paxix. a
Dl - A C3C v | exte— L s | 1 ID

1. NEW TESTAMENT WRITERS
HE New Testament itself names only five of its
writers as such: James, of James; Peter, of 1
and 2 Peter; Jude, of Jude; Paul, of 13 Pauline

L i Epistles; John, of Revelation.
How poor and thin and unsausfymg is all this talk |

Let us now assume that the traditional writers of
the nine anonymous New Testament books are, as
.they have been reputed to be for some 18 centuries:
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Paul. Then we have
eight New Testament writers, thus: '

, Place \alue Numenc Value Syllables  letten
1. 72 340 MaB6aios Matthew 3 8
2. 73 431 ‘Mapxos Mark 2 6
3. 75 721 Aovkas . Luke 2 6
4. 72 1069 Jwavys John 4 6

"5, 46 ‘833 Iakwf3 {ames 3 5
6. go 755 Ilerpos eter 2 6
7. 67 685 Iovdas Jude 3 6
8. 81 781 ITavAos Paul 2 6
576 5615 21 49

“These 8 names bave in the Greek 21 syllables, or 3
sevens (Feature 1); of which the anonymous wnters,
Matthew, Mark, Luke, have seven ; and the others have
14, of 2 sevens (Feature 2). They_have 49 letters, or
seven (Feature 3) sevens (Feature 4). Their numeric
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value is 5615, or (7x 802)+ 1, within one of a multiple , 6191 (9x 43X 4 X 4)~ 1; of which we have seen above

of seven, divided thus: The writers who name them-
selves have 4123, or 7X19X% 31, a multiple of seven
(Feature 5) in combination with ninefeen (which latter
number will presently be dealt with). The anonymous
writers have 1492, or (7Xx213)+1, within one of a
multiple of seven. This number is in its turn thus

divided : Luke bas 721, or 103 sevens (Feature §), and

Matthew and Mark have 771 or (7 X 11 X 10)+1, within
one of seven in, combination with eleven (which latter
number will also presently be dealt with).
of the first and last writers: Matthew and Paul give

multiple of seven, and of ¢lcven combined with seventeen ;

the others have 4494, or-642 sevens (Feature 7). Of
the 49 letters, the first and last writers have 14, or 2
sevens, the others have 35, or 5 sevens (Feature 8), of
the numeric values, the first alphabetical, as well as
named writer, laxw@, Fames, has 833, or 7x7x%x17, a
multiple of seven (Feature g), sevens (Feature
combined with seventeen. .

Here, then, in connection with the syllables, letters
and numeric values alone of these eight names there
are ten features of sevens without reckoning those which
are within one of sevens.

But the numeric value of these 8 names 5613, within

The names !

the initial letters have 300 for their numeric value
which is within one of 7 x 43. ‘

That is to say: the total being within one of a
multiple of nine, but in comlination with 43, the 43
appears also elsewhere, and in combination with seven.

Sevens, thirteens, nines, forty-threes, are tl_xus here
the marks of elaborate numeric design; but. these
designs are true only if Matthew, Mark and Luke are
the other three. New 7Testament writers.

Were there no other proofs (but there are dozens of

', others), this alone would suffice to seftle the now dis-
1121 (7X160)+41, or (11X17Xx6)—1, within one of a :

10), '

one of a multiple of seven, is also within one of a '

multiple of thirteen, it being (I3 X2X2X2X2X3X3X
3)—1. This number is thus divided: the three names
beginning with a vowel have 2587 or 199 thirteens;
those beginning with a consonant have 3028, or
or (13x233)—1. And again the numeric value of the
initial and final letters of these 8 names is 1702, or
(13x131)—175 of which the initials alone have 300, or
(13x23)+1, each of these numbers keeping to within
just one of thirteen ; while they at the same time keep
each within just one of a multiple of sevesn: 1702 being
(7X3X3X3%x3%x3)+1; aod 300 being (7 X 43)—1.

A scheme of "thirteens as well as of sevens thus runs :

through these 8 names. ~
" But 5615, their numeric value, being within one of a
multiple of both seven and thirteen, is also within one of
a multiple of nine, it being (9x13x48)—1. We have
just seen that of this number the initial and final letters
have 1702, 0r (9X9X7Xx3)—1 a multiple not only of
nine, ‘but of nine nines, and this moreover combined
with seven. ) -
Now the place value of these 8 names 576 is:

ox8x8 (6X6)x(4Xx4) .

24X 24 (3X3)x(4xX4%x4)

(12x 12)x (2% 2) (3x3)x(2x2x2)x(2Xx2X2)
(8x8)x(3x3):

a multiple of nine; a square; the product of 3 pairs of
squares ; the product of a square and a cube; the pro-
duct of a square and two cubes. Apart from the fact
that this number is just the square of twice twelve, it
presents a kaleidoscope of geometrical figures.

In any case, the place value of these 8 names is 64
nines ; their numeric value is within one of 624 mines;
the value of these 8 names, numeric and place, is thus

puted authorship of the New Testament books; at
least-the fact that the number of New Testament writers
is eight, and that their names are: Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John, James, Peter, Jude, Paul.

" This thus reduces to that much rubbish (let it be
said in all Christian love as well as sorrow) the large
pumber of pages devoted to the discussion, in so-called
standard works, as to the authorship of 2 Peter, 1, 2
and 3 John, the Gospel of John and Revelation, and
Hebrews.

These seven books were surely written by some of
the above eight writers, and none other.

But how are we to know that each of the 27 books
of the New Testament was written by the author now
reputed as such? How capn we know that it was not
Luke that wrote Hebrews, that it was not Mark that

i wrote Matthew, or that it was not Matthew that wrote

Mark, &c.?

Let two widely ditfering proofs be given here that
each of the reputed authors of the 27 New Testament
books is the writer of the respective book or books
assigoned to him.

Elsewhere the writer has shown that the Bible writers

. are 33 in number, of which 235 are of the Old Testament,
and 8 of the New.

Matthew is thus writer 26 of the Bible

Mark ” " 27 4 "
Luke . " 28 . ,, ’y
John " " 29 4, "
James . , 30 '
Peter LU ' 31 ” ”
]ude 1) ”» 32 T »
Paul " " 33 0w RE

Let us now set /is number against each of the writer's

books. Then, as Matthew wrote only one book, we
have
26x1 = 26
‘Mark (1) 27X1 = 2%
Luke (2) 28%x2 = 56
John (5 29X §5 = 145,
James (1) 3I0X1 = 30
Peter (2) 3i1x2 = 62
Jude (1) 32%X1 = 32
Paul (14)  33x14 = 462
840

The sum thus obtained .is 840, or 120 sevens, or
7%x24%x 5. a multiple of seven, and of that same

.
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twenty-four discussed above.
or 3
sevens.

This proof thus settles the fact that the first Gospel
was (1) written by Matthew, who (2) wrote only one
book, and that (3) he is in due order the 26th Bible
writer, and therefore the first New Testament writer;
(4) The DId Testament and the New are a UNIT.

In like manner this settles the correlated facts about
the other seven writers; that Luke did write only two
that Paul did write

14, &c. The libraries that have been written about the

*dates and authorships, and order of the-New Testament

books, about Revelation not being a canonical book, or
a work of John; that the fourth Gospel is a production
of some 100 years after John's: death,
antics that have made reputations for the contri-
butors to those latest Bible Cyclopedias of half a dozen

-volumes at some eight dollars each, dear reader, with

a wink, as it were, from the eyelash of ‘the spirit who
wrote through these eight writers, all these books
are swept back into the limbo of inanity, whence
they came, if indeed they proceed not from the pititself.
. The second’ proof may be given from a single New
Testament word. Let it be Fesus Iyoors. It occurs in
the New Testament writers as follows: (Before each
writer is placed the place and numeric value of its writer).
Inyoovs occurs in
Matthew

I. 72 340 150 times 10,300 51,000
2. 73 431 Mark 8r 5,913 34,911
3. 75 721 Luke 157 11,775 113,197
4. 72 1069 John 270 o, 19,440 288,630
5. 46 833 James 2, 92 1,666 -.
6. go 755 Peter 18, 1,620 13,590
7. 67 685 Jude 6 402 4,110
8. 81 781 Paul 229 ,, 18.549 178,849 '
576 5615 913 03,591 685,953
+
. A
~ ps
-+ N
= X
X >
+ pes
il X =
O o -
- oo
X3 =

As the word Inoovs, Fesus, occurs in Matthew 150

" times, if we place against each of the 150 occurrences

' against each of the eight names.

. of its squares but of its cube.

. Matthew's place and numeric values we have 10,800

‘and 51,000 respectively. These sums are above set
And now note:

' The word occurs 913 times in the New Testament
which is one more than 48 ninctcens. Now the total
place value of the writers for all these 913 occurrences
is within one of a’multiple not only of nineteen, not only
(Compare above, at
Feature 5 of the sevens, concerning the 19), since
68591-(19xxgxxgx2x5)+r

. But the number of the occurrences of ]esus, in the

New Testament is not on]y w:thm one of a multnp.e of

-

But this is not all: 840 is ’ 19, it is itself 11 x 83, a multiple of eleven.
C7X2Xx2%xX2%x3X%X5; the sum of its factors is 21,

and all those ;

This number
is distributed thus :
Matthew, Mark have

231 = I1I1X7X3
Luke (Gospel) has 88 = 11x8
John (Gospel) has 242 = I1IXIIX2

Thus the Gospels alone have 561, or 11x17%X3, 2
multiple of eleven, combined with 17; and this is distri-
buted among the 4 Gospels by-elevens in such a way
that Matthew and Mark bave it combined with seven,
and John has eleven elevens. Again,

Acts, Catholic Epistles have 109=(11X 10) —~1
Paul, Revelation have 243=(I1X11X2)+1

The occurrence of the word Inocovs has thus a clear
scheme of elevens running through it. Now the sum of
the place and numeric values of 913 occurrences for the
8 writers is 754,544, OF 7X 34X 4% 6737, a multiple of
séven, but also (11x17X3X35X269)~1; within one of
a multiple of elevens combined with seventeen.. (Com-
pare for the 17 the number 3561, aboxe = IIX17X3
and throughout this article).

The numerics of this one word Jesus thus prove (1)
that it does occur just 913 times; (2) that it is distri-

: buted among the New Testament bhooks as stated

i begin and end is 67, or (11Xx6)+1;

. twice combined.

above: (3) that each writer’s place and numeric value
placed against each of the 913 occurrences is the true
one ; hence that these writers are: Matthew, Mark,
Luke, Sc.

It just occurred to the writer to put the matter thus.
The above distribution by elevens is—

Books 1,2 have 231 = 11X7X3
w 3 has S8 = 11x38
» 4 has 242 = 11X21X2
» 5-12 have 109 = (11X10)—1I
»» 13-27 have 243 = (11xXI11x2)+r1
26 41 '
The sum of the numbers with which these groups

or (17X4)—1;
within one of an eleven or seventeen, while the actual
distribution by clear elevens is thus :

Books 1,2 have 231 = 11X7X3
w3 ‘has 88 = 11x8
w4+ has 242 = 11XIIX2
» 5-21 have 286 = 11x13X2
» 2227 have 66 = 11x6 '

35 50

The sum of these two numbers is 85, or 17X 3,2
multiple of seventeen, with which we have found eleven
But it is also within one of 7Xx 12,
divided thus:-35is 7x5: 50is (7X7)41.

By means of this word Fesus alove it is thus possible
to prove that Matthew did write Matthew, Mark did
write Mark, Luke did write Luke, Paul did write
Hebrews, John did write the Gospel and the Epistles,
etc.; and the same could be done by many other words
in the same manner.

There remains only to.be added that the number of
the occurrences of Fesus in the New Testament 913, or
11X 83, or (19X 4X%4X3)+1 is the same as the number
of the very first word of the Bible N‘WR"D In [the]

" beginning. .

\
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Dispensational Exposilions:
Being a Series of Studies having Special Reference
a
a

=[]
0

to the Epistles of Paul & the Present Dispensation. )

( s f e ) ames 3 CC—— D
No. 32.
THE PRAYERS OF THE LORD’'S PRISONER.
Eph. 1. 15-23,

' Leaving for the time the riches of glory of our future
inheritance, our attention is directed to the past.
*“ The exceeding greatness of His power unto us who

Him out from among dead ones, and set Him at His
own right hand in the Heaven lies, far above all . . .”

‘Here is Power, and not only so but execedingly great
power.

The word translated ‘‘exceeding
giving us the word hypsarbole, which often indicates
an exaggeration.

The occurrences of the word
Ephesians are as follows:

E'| 1. 1q. The ExCEEDING greatness of His power
unto us who believe. _

E®| 2.7. The exceeping riches of His grace.

Es | 8. 19. The knowledge-ExceepiNG love of Christ.

Here we find Faith, Hope and Love united by this
mighty superabundance, for the theme of 1. 1g is faith
as the result of resurrection power. 2. 7 looks forward
in hope to the *“ ages to come,” while 3. 19 leads to the
fulness of God, in the love of Christ which passeth
-knowledge.

Eph. 3. 19 is” the last occurrence of this word in
Scripture.

The first occurrence of the noun form is Rom. 7. 13,
“ exceeding sinful; the last occurrence of the verb
form refers to ¢‘ the love of Christ.” Truly where sin
abounded, grace has superabounded.

Every word of description used here is to magnify
the mighty power of God as exhibited in resurrection.
Let us consider them.

GREATNESS, (Megethos). The word is magnifi-
cent in its. isolation. It stands alone, as the only
occurrence of the word in Scripture. Sometimes God
emphasizes a truth by constant repetition, sometimes
by one grand solitary statement. Megas, from which

_this word is derived, occurs nearly 200 times, and is
applied in a variety of ways; but Megethos once only
—to describe the power of the resurrection.

POWER, (Dunamis), occurs three times in
Ephesians, and each occurrence is connected with
the word “work™ (1. 19; 3.7020). It is this word
which gives *the power of His resurrection” in Phil. 3,
Working (emergeia) gives us the word energy—it occurs
three times in Ephesians (1. 19; 3. 7; 4. 16). Mighty
power is kratos ischuos. Both words convey the idea
of strength and might.

“ EXCEEDING " in

is huperballon,. .

The two words come together again in Eph. 6. 10,
“ Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and the
POWER of His MIGHT.”

Thus the glorious teaching moves on. From exceed-
ing power to exceeding love, from the resurrection
power wrought in Christ, to that self-same power, as
the panoply and efficiency of the believer in conflict—
the power of His resurrection.

The «“ working” of this mighty power is in contrast
with the-** working " of that other power, which, alas, is
still so active on every hand (Eph. 2. 2).

We must notice not only that ‘the Resurrection and
Exaltation of the Lord Jesus is here, but also the fact

. that our faith is of such a nature that it is the result of

believe according to the energy of the strength of His | the selfsame working. Hence chap. 2 opens with the

might, which He wrought in Christ when He raised :

fact that, we who were dead in sin, have been ‘' made
alive together,” ‘“raised together,” and ¢ seated
together "’ with Christ in the heavenlies. So it is that
we believe according to that same mighty energizing
which was put forth in connection with the resurrection
and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We must not allow ourselves to be robbed of this
precious truth by vain speculations concerning *“ human
responsibility,” and the various man-made definitions
of faith. Dead, we needed life, and blessed be God,
that life is in Christ. No amount of religion or
reformation can compensate for the absence of this
mighty resurrection power. Man without Christ is
dead. In Christ he is alive, risen and seated in the
heavenlies. Soon that which is now ours by faith,
shall be ours in glorious reality, “ When Christ \Who
is our LIFE shall appear, then shall we also appear
with Him IN GLORY.”

Again let us emphasize the true force of this clause
of the prayer. It is not primarily the resurrection,
but the greatness of the power unto US \WHO
BELIEVE that is in view. )

Col. 2. 12 is very full of meaning in this connection,
¢« Buried with Him in the baptism, io. Whom also ye
have been raised together; through the' faith of the
inworking (energeia) of God, who raised Him from
among the dead.”

" The same emphasis is here as in Ephesians. The
power which wrought resurrection life in the Lord
Jesus, has wrought faith in you, you are.only viewed as
living, so far as you are viewed as in Christ, Who is
now seated in the heavenlies. How powerfully the
exhortation of Col. 3. comes, “If ye have been raised
together with Christ, seek the things which are above.”

The exaltation of Christ is the burning theme of
these Epistless ‘The Gospel of the Glory of Christ so
needed, yet so neglected. All ranks, all names, all
powers are put beneath the feet of our risen Lord. Oh
for grace to receive answers to this magnificent prayer,
that we may know Who is the Hope of His calling,
Who the riches of the Glory of His inheritance in the
Holiest of all, and what the exceeding greatness of the
power according to which we believe, which raised and
exalted the Lord Jesus Christ, and is the pledge of our.
resurrection add glory, in and with Him.
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When we come to consider Eph. 4 and the precious
,teaching there, we shall ind a reference to the grace
given that it is still directly connected with Christ as
the Fulness, Christ as the Filler, Christ as the ascended
triumphant One, Christ as- the One *far above all.”

Meanwhile let us not think of *“rightly dividing the -

Word of Truth'" in order to contrast ourselves with

less illuminated brethren, let us rather seek with all’

lowliness of mind, to walk worthy of such a calling.
Having considered briefly, the first great prayer of
, the -prisoner of the Lord, as given in Eph. 1. with its
emphasis upon the exceeding greatness of power, we
are now to contemplate the even greater prayer which

the fulness of God.
the structure appears to be as follows:—

. A | 13. My suffering—for a time—your glory.
B | 14-16. | a. Prayer to the Father.
‘ b. Answer, according to the riches of
glory. -
C, 16-18, «“ that ' (kina)| c. Strength in the inner
man.
d. Christ dweiling in the
heart.
e. Rooted and grounded
in love.
C, 18,19, that " {hina) ' c. Strength(R.V.)to com-
prehend.
i d. Breadth, length, depth,
_ ‘ height‘
e. To know the ]ove of
Christ.

C, 19, “that” (hina)

ness of God.
a. Praise to the Father.

b. Answer according
worketh in us.

4 21. | Glory by the Church unto<wsll ages.

. The key to the structure is the thrice repeated hina,
meamng “in. order that,” which we have in C,, C,, C;
respectively. *

At the commencement there are suffering and prayer
- at the end praise and glory.

At the close of Eph. 2. the Apostle had spoken of
the church of the One Body as a holy temple in the
- Lord, a habitation of God through the Spirit; and
immediately follow the words of chapter 3. “ For this

B 20.

to the power that

cause, I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you

Gentiles, if . . . .. ”
The “if” of v.2 commences a large parenthetlcal
clause, which deals with the ‘“ mystery of Christ” and

the “disgensation of . the mystery, arising out of the-

words in v. 1, *“ for you Gentiles.”

Having dealt fully and gloriously with this theme,

the Apostle takes up the thread again in v 14, ¢ For
- this cause,’ repeanng the words of v. 1.

This, however, is not the final link, for chapter 4.
opens with the words, ** I beseech you therefore, I the
prisoner of the Lord, that ye walk worthy, etc.,” and,
indeed the exhortation to keep the unity of the Spirit,

..isa dlrect outcome of the revelation concerning the

-

* 2z2. Fitly framed together 4.

fact, that the members of the one body were being
formed into an holy temple.
Directly arising out of the teaching of Eph.
we find
2. 19. Fellow-citizens 3. 6. Fellow-heirs.
2. 22, The habitation (ka¢- 3. 17. That Christ may
otkétcrion) or dwelling dwell (katoikésai).
place of God.

2. 19-22,

16.
gether”

Our present study is the prayer contained in 3. 14-21,
but the relation of t'his to the other parts is worthy of

“Fitly joined to-

(sunarmologoumené). (sunarmologouniesnon)

. . . consideration.
has for its theme, the exceeding greatness of love and -

It is found in Eph. 3. 14-21, and

 The first speaks of love

c. Filled with all the ful- '

If we were to summarize the important differences
between the first prayer and the second, we should say

The second, love.
" The second, Christ.

The first emphasizes power

The first chiefly concerns
the Father

The first dwells on our
place in Christ

The first is a prayer fora
Spirit of revelation

The second, on Christ in
us. .
The second, for spiritual
strength in the inner

man.
The second, knowledge
of the love of Cl.rist.
The second, of the energy
wrought in us.

The second, of compre-
hending with all saints
the love of Christ.

At the opening of the prayer we note the words
“The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of Whom every
family in heaven and upon earth is named.”

An outcry was made against the R.V. for translat-
ing the words pdasa patria, **every family " instead of
“whole family.,” “Every family” of course, is a
little contrary to the traditional teaching about the
church militant and the church triumphant. The idea
was, that at death, the believer went to heaver, and
entered into glory, but still formed a part of the one
famlly. some of which remained on the earth, * m
mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.’

The Scriptures give no warrant for any such thing,
but on the contrary place before the believer Resur-
rection and nothing else, as the portal to glory,
the fruition of hope, and the basis of comfort. The
spirit that robs Israel of its place in the Old Testament
and writes instead, “ God's blessings on the church,”
equally denies any relationship between the Father of
spirits, and the innumerable compames of angels
principalities, powers and dominions.

The word * family " is derived from * familia” the
company of slaves in a household, hence a household

The first seeks a knowledge
of God

The first speaks of the
energy wrought in Christ

unto all saints

‘generally, but the Greek word here, patria, comes pot

from the servant,but from: the father, from pater, a father.

The purpose of God is a great redeemed family not
one member of it that is not named with the blessed
pname of Christ Jesus His well Beloved and only Be-
gotten 'Son. :

N
~ \.,"
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- We cannot translate pantos onomatos in Eph. 1. 21,
‘““the whole name,” but “every name,” so must we
render the similar expression in Eph. 3. 15.

The church of the One Body is one section of a large
family, and the day has not yet dawned for us fully to
understand the extent of our family relationships.
Suffice it for us now, that we are blessedly related
to the living and glorified Head, Who alone can
bestow upon us membership in the family of
faith. . T

. One thing we know, that presently the highest place
on earth will be given to Israel who will be the
channel of blessing to all the families on earth, and
the highest place in the heavenlies will be occupied by
the members of the Body of Christ raised * far above
all.”

The prayer continues with the words, “That He may
grant you,” The word ‘“grant’ is exactly the sameas
that rendered ‘“may give"” in 1. 17, showing us that

Lord.
Before the request is made, the manner and measure
of its answer is anticipated, “ according to the riches of

His Glory.” Already we have noticed the ‘‘riches of :
His Glory " in Eph. 1. 18, and now we see that accord- :
ing to those riches, and in harmony with them, the .

Lord will grant this petition.
For what does the apostle pray? Health? Wealth?

Prosperity ? No. The first petition beginning with hina :

(in order that) is for spiritual strength. Just as we have
all spiritual blessings, and spiritual foes, sowe pray for
spiritual strength to enjoy the one, and stand against
the other, Spiritual blessings cannot be understood any
better by a man of wealth, than by a man who is poor in
this world’s goods, nay, there is a probability that great
wealth would spoil the appreciation of distinctly spiri-
tual blessings. Physical and nervous strength are
of no avail against spiritual foes; spiritual strength is
needed.

So the apostle prays, *“To be strengthened with
might by the Spirit in the inner man.” The word
“strengthened™ krataiod occurs elsewhere only in Luke
1.80; 2.40;1 Cor. 16. 13, but the word #Aratos, from
which it is derived is found in Eph. 1. g ** according to
the energy of the strength of His might,” and in 6. 10, in
the stremgth of His might.,”” Those passages are thus
linked together. In the first we have the power for life,
in the second the comprehension of love, in the third
the fight for liberty, not however to gain it, or even bold
it, but to stand fast against the evil ones till the day
dawn. ' )

The word “ might' in Eph. 3. 16, is dunamis. It is
rendered ** power " in Eph. 1. 19; 3. 7, 20, “ might " in
1. 2r, and 3. 16.

Such then is the opening of the apostle’s prayer ; for
strength, might, power, and this « by His Spirit” not
by any work of the flesh or of man.

CHas. H. \VELCH.

(To be. continued.)

35
4" St — "
| Signs of the Gimes. |
[5 c——t I J[%

“LIBERAL CHRISTIANS."”

HE issue of a new edition of The Authorised Daily

Prayer Beok of the United Hebrew Congregations

of the British Empire has some little interest in the

literary world; and brings to light some astonishing

ignorance, and a confession, which is a striking *sign
of the times.”

It was originally compiled by the Rabbi Amram and
first issued from Babylon in the ninth century. Ad-
ditions have been made to it all through the ages.

The writer of a leading article in The Spectator
(London) of Jaa. 18th, says: ¢“It is strange to meet,

- ook . p .
both prayers ask for some grant of favour from the : in a book of Hebrew devotion, with suggestions of

+ doctrines we had thought wholly Christian.

Vicarious
sacrifice is at least once suggested.” As though it did
not lie at the very foundation of and permeate the
whole Jewish ritual.

_ All our readers observe what is going on around
us. There is plenty of “religion,” as there was in our
Lord's day on earth, and a description of it is to be
found in the first chapter of Isaiah.

But the solemnity of the article consists in the truth
of what issaid at the close of the Spectator’s article, and
in the remarkable fact that the writer is innocently or
ignorantly setting down one of the most solemn facts
that conld be stated as to what ‘“ religion” has become
in our own day. He says:—

‘“ Apparently the Jews, or those who hold to the orthodox Prayer-
Book, still look for a Messiah. ‘I believe with perfect faith in the
coming of the Messiah, and, though he tarry, I will wait daily for
His coming,’ they say. In a very interesting article. by Mr,
Montefiore, appearing in the current number of the Hibbert Fournal,
it is stated that the Jews who belong to the Reformed Synagogue
and account themselves Liberals in religion have abandoned the
hope of a personal Messiah while still cherishing the thought of a
Messianic Age, just as Liberal Christians have abandoned beliefin
a ‘Second Coming,” while still hoping for the Christianization ot
the world.”

These are not the moanings of a dyspeptic pessimist,
but a statement of facts by a ‘ Liberal Christian”
Journalist. Is there not need for Things to Come and
its witness? ‘

“A SOLEMN LESSON FOR ENGLAND.”

The following paragraph taken from The English
Churchman of Jan. 23, affords a shocking warning as
to the outcome, of modern criticism :—

“ The Anti-Church Movement in Germany, which has assumed
considerable proportions. has a solemn lesson for England. Not-
withstanding the law which requires a man to give his reasons in
Court for abandoning_ the State religion, to obtain official sanction
for the change, and to pay the fee for new registration, large
numbers of people are coming out from the Church of Prussia and
declaring themselves Agnostice. The cause of this movement is
simple enough. The ministers of religion were imbued with the
principles of Higher Criticism and Rationalism at the Universities.
They preached these principles in the churches to which they were
sent. Instead of treating the Bible as the infallible Word of God,
they spoke of it as a very fallible human production. Instead of
preaching CHRiIsT in the New Testament sense they promulgated
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the anti-Christian arguments of scepticism. The natural conse-

quence has been a wholesale avowal of infidelity on the part of their :

hearers. The Bible has been despised, the Saviovr has been denied,
creeds have been repudiated, until at length the mere profession of
Christianity has become intolerable to many thousands in the
German Fatherland. The same evil is working in too many of our
churches, both Established and Nonconformist, and if it goes on
unchecked, the result, too, must be the same. If the clergy sow the
seeds of doubt they can only look for a harvest of infidelity.”

Oc
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Devon. No notice can be taken of anonymous com-
munications. All others are received in strict con-
fidence.

J. S. (London, W.).
to fall asleep without

3 C
4

—a

o
D ﬂ
[ — O
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The verb koimaomai means
intending to do so, and
involuntarily. That is why it is used 6f Peter in
Acts 12. 6; and why it is used of death in
1 Thess. 4+ 13-15,and elsewhere. Oa the other hand
katheudd means to compose ope's self for sleep,
intentionally. That is why it is used in 1 Thess. 5. 6,
7, 10, and elsewhere.

S. C. S.(Basingstoke). The expression *‘ the children
of God scattered abroad" in John 11. 52 must not be
separated from its context. This shows that they are
the words of Caiaphas, the High Priest (v. 49). Then
we must put the word ‘“*also™ in its right place thus:
““and not for that nation only, but that the children of
God also, who bhave been scattered abroad, He might
gather together unto one [nation].” This refers to
Dan. 9. 7, where, in Daniel’s prayer, he includes ¢ all
Israel that are near, and that are far off, through all
countries whither Thou has driven them, etc.” Peter
also refers to this on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2. 50)
when he calls on that nation to repent: *for (he says)
the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lorp our
God shall.call.” -

The passage refers to Israel, and includes the part of
the nation in the Land ‘¢ the near,”
nation in the Dispersion, * the far.”

T. H. A. (Co. Durham). The notes about Dr. Horton
in February, 1912, were based upon a sermon of his,
entitled, ‘“Mrs. Besant'’s Prophecy.” The further
remark in ‘the March No. that he had jformed the

]
1

Class, Tuesdays, at § p.m.

BACK VOLUMES.

Should any of our readers have such to part with,
we should be glad to hear from them, with particulars
and price.

MEETINGS FOR BIBLE STUDY.

Friends away from home, on business or pleasure, may be glad
to know where they may find others like-minded, and with whom
they may have fellowship in a rightly divided Word of God. We,
therefore, append the following notices of such :— .

Bristor.—Every Sunday at 3 p.m., at 43 St. Mark's Road.

Carprrr.—Every Saturday at 7.30, at the Albert Street Mission
Hall, Cowbridge Road.

CroypoN (West), (Strathmore Road).—The Iron Room.

ELTHAM.—83 Earls Road (Well Hall Station), Saturdays,
Mar. 8 and 22, at7. Mr. C. H. Welch. .

NorTingHAM.—Tuesday evenings, 7.30, at 23 Broad Street.
Wednesday evenings, 7.30, at 57 Cobden Street.

RicuMoxD (Surrey).—Will readers of Things fo Come in the neigh-
bourhoed of Richmond, Surrey, communicate with Mr. A. E. Cock,
94+ Kew Road, as to the desirability of arranging a monthly Bible
Reading on the lines of 2 Tim. 2. 15.

LONDON.

Pimmrico, S.W.—At 55 Moreton Street. Wednesday, Mar. sth.,
1913, at 7 p.m. Subject: ‘* Absent from the body, present with the
Lord, When? At death or in Resurrection? ™

KensingTON.—251 High Street. Wednesday, Mar.
7.30 p.m. Subject: ‘* The Epistle to the Ephesians.”

THEe LonpoN Sunpay Evening Bible Readings (see advt.).

CONFERENCE on March 21st (see advt.)

Harrow RoaDp, GosreL Harr, LEvTonsTONE, N.E.—Saturdays,
Mar. 1, 15, and 29, at 7 p.m. (Mr. C H. Welch). Subject: ** The
Book of Revelation.”” Gospel Meeting, Sundays, at 7 p.m.; Bible

12th, at

SCOTLAND.
GrLAsGow.—Protestant Hall, ‘124 New City Road. Sundays at 2.30.
StoNenaVvEN (N.B.).—Mondays, at 7.45, at Old Town Mission Hall.
U.S.A.
LA Graxnge, ILr.—Saturdays, a with M
B Cpane ys, at 7.30, by appointment with Mr.
WHEATON, ILL.—601 Ohio Street. Sundays, 2.30

~ MinnEaPOLIs (Minn.).—At 3825 Fourth Avenue South.—Every
Wednesday, at 8 p.m.

MinxeapoLis  (Minn.).—At 3020 Polk Street, N.E.—Every

' Sunday, at 10.45 a.m.

and the part of .the

“Order of the Star in the East’ was incorrect, due to

a misprint of the word ‘ formed"” instead of “joined."

It had been previously stated that Mrs. Besant had |

“formed ” the Order. The paragraph in January last
was ‘quoted from The Christian as stated. We have
-no further information so are unable to glve the words
of Dr. Horton’s repudiation.

R. M. W. H. (Hants.). We koow of mo pamphlet
such as you seek. You rightly remark that the Epistle

of James is addressed to the twelve tribes, and there- -

fore chap. 5. 14, 15 cannot apply to the present dispen-
sation. Those who say otherwise have many difficulties
to solve. Who are the elders? If they be ministers
or church officials, how many of these can offer the
prayer of faith ? - The whole atmosphere of the Epistle

"\is Jewish. See 2.2 (marg.), 12, r3, 4 125 6. g The'

penod is the last days (5. 3)

St. Louts.—Washington and Compton Avenues Presbyterian
Church, at 3 p.m. Norville Wallace Sharpe, M.D,

CaxToN (Okla.).—Meetings at the residence of Mr. Park De
Graw, Treasurer of the Christian Bible Students Association.
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O« — a0 C T— (] | has finely said.* “ We stop at the last Epistle of St.
0 @ | Paul to Timothy with something of the same interest
|:| Editopial ” with which one'pauses at the last hamlet of a cultivétegi

. | valley, where there is nothing but moor beyond. Itis
|—_D-]g I — S E' the end, or all but the end of our real knowledge of
we take our last

“JEHOVAH HATH SPOKEN "
OR

THE FouxpaTioNs oF DISPENSATIONAL TRUTH.
EFORE we take

B after Acts 28. 29, 30, it is absolutely necessary
that we should have a very clear understanding of the
great dividing line which. separates the earlier from the
later Pauline Epistles.

In order to gain this understanding we must have a
clear view of the scope and design of the Acts of the
Apostles as being a dispensation characterised by

1ii. THE AcTs OF THE APOSTLES.

CONCLUDING ISRAEL'S BIBLICAL HISTORY.

Of no book of Scripture has the key been more
effectually lost, or more difficult to recover.

The eyes of Christendom have been blinded by the
tradition, originated by the Popes of Rome, that
“Jesus Christ came on earth to found a church, and
that He gave the keys to Peter, and Peter gave them
to the Pope.”

This, or the milder and more modern form of expres-

|

t

1
!
|
¢
|
;
I
b
1
.
|
t
i
i

| ing of the Twelve Apostles to the Gentiles.”
up the Prison Epistles, written °

sion, “ The Church began at Pentecost,’” is the root of all .

the !darkness, which, like a thick veil, hides the truth
from the churches to this very day.

Through the unfortunate translation of ekklesia by
“church” in Matt. 16. 18, instead of * assembly™ or

" “congregation’’ (as in the Old Testament), the Romish
and Protestant figments have brought forth the pernic-
ious fruit that, in the Acts of the Apostles, we have the
formation of ¢ the Christian Church.”

And Christians, to-day, not knowing that for some
fifty years after the destruction of Jerusalem there is
a perfect blank in Ecclesiastical history, have supposed

. and assumed that ¢ organized Christianity " as we see
it to-day is merely the continunation of what we read in
-the Acts of the Apostles: but this is far from being,
_the case. ' i '
~ “The years that followed the destruction of Jerusalem
are in truth the most obscure in the history of the

Church.” N

So writes Dr. Samuel Geeen in his Hand-book of
Church History.* He goes on to say:

““ When we emerge into the second century we are,
. to a great extent, in a changed ‘world. Apostolic
‘duthority lives no longer in the Christian community:
- Apostolic miracles have passed . . . As Dr. Arnold

‘ _* Published by The Re‘ligiods Tract Society of London.

‘dramatic persons suddenly vanishes from our view.

¢ Primitive Christianity’; there
distinct look round ; further, the mist hangs thick, and
few and distorted are the objects we can discern in the

i midst of it.”’}

The oldest known writing isthe Didaché or ‘* the teach-
It
remained undiscovered till 1883, since when it has
been published, in several forms and translations. The
generally supposed date being in some part of the
second century!. It consists of moral precepts and
duties; rules as to fasting, baptism, the Eucharist and
ritual observances, as unlike what we read in the Acts

* Rugby Sermons, Vol. VI. p. 336.

+ Further information as to the great time of silence after the
destruction of Jerusalem, may be added from some standard
authorities : ~

The late Dean Stanley in his History of the Eastern Church,
thus writes on the transition from the New Testament to the
Christianity of the earliest of the Fathers: He says,

** The stream, in that most critical moment of its passage from
the everlasting hills to the plain below, is lost fo our view at the
very point wiere we are most anxious. to watch it. We may hear
its struggles under the over-hangiog rocks: we may catch its spray
on the boughs that overlap its course; but the torrent itself we
see not. or see only by imperfect glimpses. It is not so smuch a
period for Ecclesiastical history, as for Ecclesiastical controversy and
conjecture.

*“ A fragment here, an allegory there; romances of unknown
authorship; a handful of letters of which the genuineness of. cvery
portion is contested inch by inch; the summary examination of a
‘Roman magistrate ; the pleadings of two or three Christian apolo-
gists ; custom and opinions in the very act of change; last, but not
least, the faded paintings, the broken sculptures, the rude epitaphs in
the darkness of the catacombs; these are the scanty, though
attractive materials out of which the likeness of the early church
must be reproduced. This chasm once cleared, we find
ourselves approaching the point when the story of the church once
more becomes history.”

Similar testimony is borne by The Edinburgh Revicw (April,
1870) in reviewing Renan's S¢. Paul. Having brought the history
to the point when the Apostle reached Rome, the Reviewer
proceeds :— ' .

**Once arrived there, once securely planted in that central and
commanding position, strange to say, the ckurch with all its
The denseft
clouds of obscurity immediately gather round its history, which
our eager curiosity in vain attempts to penetrate. [fis gone, amid
d wreath .of smoke, as completely as when a train plunges into. a
tunnel. The arrival of St, Paul at Rome marks for the origin of
Christianity the commencement of a profound night ; illumined anly
by the lurid-fire of Nero's Horrible festivities . . .The history
of St. Paul’s life, and the history of the Apostolic age, togcther
abruptly end ;. black darkness falls upon the scene, and a grim and
brooding silence—like the silence of an impending storm—holds,
in hushed expectation of the day of the Lord, the awestruck,
breathless church.”

Thus, all that we have (as Gentile believers) for our spiritual,
doctrinal and ecclesiastical guidance are the Prison Epistles (Eph.,
Phil,, Col., and 2 Tim); and all that Hebrews had for their
guidance is the Epistle specially ‘addressed to them. But both w
and they have the whole Bible ‘' for our learning."’ :

+ It seems wisest not to place the complete work much earlier
than a.p. 120, and there are passages which may.well be later."
Encyl. Brit. 11th (Camb.) Edition, Vol. VIII,, p. 202.
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of the Apostles as can be imagined; closing with
solemn warnings as to ‘‘ thelast judgment.” Whatever
may be the meaning of the word ‘‘sacrifice” in a
quotation' from Mal. 2. 14 in connection with the
Eucharistic service, it shows that already those seeds
had been sown which bore so abundant a harvest of
heresies in later times.

Judged by internal evidences, apart from any
chronological data, the degeneration is so evident that,
instead of being regarded as the early writings of a
pure Christianity, we cannot fail to see in it the
beginnings of a corrupt Christianity and of the Apostasy
foretold in 2 Thess. 2. 3, which would have had its

place in those last days, even if the ministry of ‘“them

that heard” the Lord had accomplished its purpose.

The postponement of the Parousia by the Destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, was the result of the “grievous
wolves,” of whose coming ‘‘after his departure”
the Apostle Paul knew by Divine inspiration. When
once these had entered in, the teaching of which the
Didaché was a specimen, was the result (Acts 20. 29).
This is the only * Apostolic succession” which is re-
ferred to inthe Word of God. The Didaché reveals the
beginning of that corruption of truth which ended in
“the dark ages,’’ and was developed and consummated

in the worst errors of the church of Rome, to which so

many in the present-day are seeking to return.
Ignorance of this hiatus in ecclesiastical history has
led to the ready acceptance of the hypothesis that
* the church began at Pentecost.”
The consequence of this has been that the four

fulfilled to the very letter, notwithstanding Israel’s
past unfaithfulness, and continued disobedience.

This unconditional covenant contained the founda-
tion and essence of what are described as ¢ the promises
made unto the fathers”; and, the ministry of Messiah

‘had for its one great object the conﬁrmatxon and per-

formance of those * promises,” which would have
ended by making -the nation of Israel the channel of
blessing to ¢ all the families of the earth.”

Romans 15. 8 thus determines the scope of the four
Gospels, and enables us to discern the true purpose
dnd object of the Lord’s ministry as

“A MINISTER OF THE CIRCUMCISION."™

The word “ circumcision ™ used in this connection is
full of significance.

It emphasizes the difference between Israel and all
other peoples on the ground of religion, as the word
Hebrew does on the ground of language, and the word
Isvael on the ground of race, and the word *“ Jews' on
the ground of their Dispersion and nationality.

This guides us to the scope of the Lord’s ministry,
and when we study that ministry as set forth in the
four Gospels, we find that in each it consisted of two
subjects:

THE KINGDOM, AND THE KING.
Taking the Gospel of Matthew as an example we

' find the following order:*

Gospels, as well as the Acts of the Apostles, are read

.into the Pauline Epistles, and with many readers take
their place; or those Epistles are treated as a neglig-
ible quantity because they cannot, in this connection,

" be properly understood. _ .

Nothing can be clearer than the emphatic statement
which opens the second dispensational portion of the

" Epistle to the Romans (15. 8-12).

. “Now I say that Jesus Christ was' A MINISTER

OF THE CIRCUMCISION for the truth
.of God, TO .CONFIRM THE PROMISES
MADE UNTO THE FATHERS.”

The first of these promises is seen in Gen. ]‘7 2,3. It
was made to Israel's Father, Abraham, in these words:—
v* “1 will make of thee a great nation,

: And I will bless thee

And make thy name great ;

And thou shalt be a blessing ;

And [ will bless them that bless thee,

And curse him that curseth thee;

And in thee shall all the families of the earth be
blessed.” '

In this seven-fold promise each item is indicated, and
emphasized by the figure Polysyndeton (the repetition
of the conjunction ‘“and’!), as being a “promise’
absolute, and without any conditions.
- uncondstional covenant, and, therefore, so far as Jehovah
is concerned. it must be, and mu yet bs faxthfully

It was thus an

A ] 4. 12-7.28. THE KINGDOM,
B |8.1.16. 20. THE KING [ TOCHAIMED:
B | 16. 21-20. 33. THE KING )

A | "l 1-25. 46. THE KINGDOM}

We thus learn that the ministry of our Lord was -
confined to “the Circumcision,” and was devoted to

REJECTED.

~ the confirmation of the promises made by God unto the
" fathers of the Israelitish nation; and thus, could not

have had for its object anything to do with the ! found-
ing of a church,” or with the setting up of ¢the
Christian religion.” :

We have this set forth in the Lord's own parable of
¢ the Marriage Feast.” Twice He taught in parables
concerning the kingdom: in Matt. 13 with regard to
the proclamation of the King, and in Matt. 21 and 22 thh
regard to the rejection of the kmgdom

One of the later parables is that of the Vmeyard
Having sent his servants repeatedly to receive the
fruit of His Vineyard, 'and these being shamefully ill-
treated, He at last sent His own Son—His well-
beloved, Whom they slew.

In this we bave the history of the Prophets and of
the four Gospels.

In the parable of the Marriage Feast we have His
servants (John the Baptist and the Lord) sent to tell
them who had already been bidden (by the Prophets
in the Old Testament) that the feast was ready, but

‘“ THEY WOULD NOT COME."” -

This was the result and the end of the Lords
mmxstry .

* The number of vérses apportioned to these four lubjectl #n sach
of the Gospels varies, and forms an interesting subject for nudy

-' ’
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Then we have the sequel, which is the condensed
istory of the Acts of the Apostles:—

saying, tell them which are bidden :—
¢ Behold I have prepared My dinger;
* My oxen and fatlings are killed,

* And all things are ready;

* Come unto the Marriage-Feast.’

“ But they made light of it and went their ways, one
to his farm, and another to his merchandise:
and the remnant took his servants and treated
them spitefully, and slew them. But when the
king beard thereof he was wroth, and sent forth
His armies, and destroyed those murderers, and
burned up their city " (Matt. 22. 1-7).

\What is all this but the history of the Acts of the
Apostles (condeused), and of ¢the destruction of
Jerusalem.” ’

This tells us that the Acts of the Apostles is

A HISTORICAL BOOK,
and a historical book occupying an altogether unique
position in the Word of God.

It closes the historical books of the whole Bible.

The history of Israel’s failure would have been
wanting in completeness, and left without any con-
clusion but for the history set before us in this last
historical book, which is given to us for this end.

Without it we should have had the history of the
Lord’s rejectionin the Land, and learnt how “ by wicked
hands He had been crucified and slain,” but we should
have been left in total ignorance of the fulfilment of
the Lord's prophetic parable of Matt. 22. 1-7.

And though profane history would have told us of
the destruction of those murderers, and of the burning
of their city, we should have known little of the real
cause and nothing of the renewed proclamation of
forgiveness for the nation notwithstanding its greatest

husband to them). The nation had refused to repent;

. under the ministries of the Prophets, the successive
R |
“ He sent forth other servants (Peter and the T'welve)

ministries of John the Baptist, of the Lord Himself,

. and of the Holy Ghost bearing witness to «“them that

' had heard Him"

with signs and wonders and divers

. miracles and spiritual gifts; and so sentence of ex-

cision was at length pronounced.

Thus, in the Acts of the Apostles, wk have the
outward historical record (from the Jewish point of

' view) of that which (from a.Gentile point of view) is

of crimes; nothing of the wonderful grace of Jehovah !

in turning that crime into the greatest of blessings for
them if they would receive and reverence His Son;
nothing of the wondrous promise to send Him with

these blessings in His hands, to fulfil all Jehovah's :

prophecies of glory for His people and His Land—and
all this on. the one condition that they would manifest
their national repentance by reverencing His Son.
Moreover the Acts of the Apostles, so far from
being * the beginning of the Church,” is the fulfilment
of the ancient prophecy of “The Song of Moses,”
concerning Israel's history, recorded in Deut. 32. 1-43.
It was the duty of every Israelite to kno'»bthis Song
by heart; for it is a concentrated prophecy of Israel’s
whole hxstory from the  beginning down to the very
end of the Apocalyptic judgments and the opening of
millennial glories. '
God'had promised tobe a God to Abraham and to his
seed after him (Gen. 17. 7). But Israel had been
guilty of idolatry (which in all the Prophets is spoken
of as (spiritual) adultery), and had never turned back
with all her heart to Jehovah (though He was a

presented in the inner and parabolic form in the
dispensational portion of the Epistle to the Romans.

The teaching of the olive tree in Romans 11 has
nothing whatever to do with the Christian church;
but expresses, as by a parable, the whole historical
transition detailed at length in the book of the
Acts. .

Deuteronomy 32. 20,_21, and Isaiah 28. 14-21 com-
bined with Habakkuk 1. 5 are quoted alike bnth in
Acts and Romans as the scriptural warrant for the

historical record of the one and the dispensational
teaching of the other.

If now we take this key in our hands we shall find
that it will give us the following as

THE STRUCTURE OF THE ACTS AS A
\WHOLE.

(Introversion and Extended Alternation.)
CllL 3.
D E

Introduction. ’

1. 4—2. 13. Jerusalem. Mission of the Holy
Spirit. Equipment of the Twelve for their
forthcoming ministry.

F | 2. 14—S8. 1-. The ministry of Peter (and

others) to the Nation in jerusalem and in
the Land.

8.-1—11.30. Peter's ministryin the Land
of Israel (1) to Jews, and (2) to Gentiles.

12. 1-23. Jerusalem. Peter's appre
hension and imprisonment, subse-
quent abode (Ceasarea), and close of
his ministry.

12. 24—13. 3. Antioch. Mission of the Holy

Spirit. Equipment of Paul and Barnabas-
for their forthcoming ministry.

F| 13. 4—14. 28. The ministry of Paul (with
others) to the Dispersion; apart from
Jerusalem and the Twelve.

15. 1—19. 20. Paul’s ministry in the
Dispersion inassociation with the Twelve
‘| (becoming “as a Jew to the Jews").

H | 19. 21—28. 29. Jerusalem. Paul’s
apprehension and 1mprisonment, sub-
sequent abode (Rome), and close of
his ministry.

G

H

D E

G

C | 28. 30, 31.

Only a few words are now required to call attention
to the great divisions set forth above and presented
to the eye.

Conclusion.
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At the time the history of the Acts commenced, the |
fulfilment of this Song bad reached Deut. 32. 20, and
it remained to be seen whether to

““ A very froward generation
Children in whom is no faith,"” !
|
there should then be fulfilled the words that follow in |
verse 21.

Al a| “They have moved Me to jealousy;
b | With that which is not God ;

¢ | They have provoked Me to anger
d | With their vanities :

A1 a| 1 will move them to jealousy
b | With those which are not a people: i

B

B

¢ | I will provoke them to anger
d | With a foolish nation.”

These words furnish the key to the book of the
Acts of the Apostles. i

This key is put into our hands by the Holy Spirit
Himself in order that we may see m the history |
recorded in the Acts the fulfilment of Deut. 32. 21 |
(without which that verse would be left without any
fulfilment at all!), and the reasons for the transfer of
the position of privilege possessed under *‘ the promise
made unto the fathers " to the Gentiles, as such (not to
a church or churches).

In the member ““ E" we have the Lord Jesus making
the promise to endue them with spiritual power, and
explaining the dispensational position to the Eleven, |
and “ speaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom !
of God.” The question of the Eleven shows what He
had said. The Lord must bave explained that what-
ever might be the result of the proclamation which
was about to be made, yet the kingdom would, in the
end, be ‘‘restored,” according as all the prophets
bad foretold. For, they ask, ‘“ Wilt Thou at this -
time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” The

" question was only as to the ¢ime, not as to the fact '

(1. 6).

In the member “F' we have the twelve eye-
witneses of the transactions in the Land from the
days of John the Baptist to the Resurrection who ;
were again to give the call to repentance, and to
repeat the great proclamation that on the repen-
tance of the nation Jehovah would send Jesus the
Messiah, and not only restore again the kingdom to
Israel, but would go further, and fulfil all the pro-
phecies which God had foretold and promised by the
-mouth of all His prophets. Ve -

. 'In the member “G'" we see Peter exercising the

ministry committed to bim in Matt. 16. 18, and using
the keys given to him to open the kingdom ('x) to Jews
in the Land, and (2) to Gentiles in Samaria and
Gahlee ;

" These Gentiles were admitted to a_ participation in
Israel’s privileges m order to fulfil the many prophecies
which had foretold the rejoicing of Gentiles with God's
- People Israel, and are all condensed in the concluding

words of * the song of Moses " (Deut. 82. 43) :— ~ -.

v
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J 1 e | Rejoice, O ye nations
l f | With His People:
K l For He will avenge the blood of His
servants,
K | And will render vengeance to His ad-
versaries.
¥ | ¢ | And will be mercilul to His Land

f| And to His People.

All was ripening for this glorious consummation.

¢« The powers of the age about-to.come " were being
manifested.

Peter was ‘ binding” and *“loosing,” exercising
judicial functions, working miracles greater than those
wrought by Christ (according to Christ’s own word in

: ]o}m 14. 12), striking dead those who were dishonest,

raising from the dead those who had fallen asleep.
The signs pred:cted by Joel 2.28-32 were begmnmg

i to be thnessed signs of “the great and notable day of
. the Lord,” which would issue in ““the restoration of all

thmgs spoken of by the holy prophets which ha\e been
since the world began.” ¢ This’ which was’seen at
Pentecost was ‘“that” which had been foretold by
Joel. We have this fact stated emphatically by the
Holy Spirit through Peter. All was ready, and all would
then have come to pass and would have ended with the
glorious reign of Christ and His saints, had the nation
obeyed Peter’s call.

But, side by side with this, the Apostasy of the
nation in the Land was approaching its climax.

Satan also was workingand preparing his Antichrist,
using Herod for the purpose of making the first breach
in the twelve-fold Apostolic body by the murder of

: James, and the attempted murder of his leader Peter;

and then, with unparalleled blasphemy exalting himself
as God, which will be equalled: only by the Antichrist
himself (Acts 12).

In the member “F  we have the fulfilment of the
propHecy of Deut. 32. 20, 21, and we find *“ the Jews
filled with jealousy”™ (13. 45-51), and the nation
threatened by excision, while in the member “ G "
bave the inclusion of the Gentiles (as such) (13. 41- 4,)

|. confirmed by the Apostolic Councilat Jerusalem (Acts 15).

The admission of Gentiles as such to the privileges of
Israel roused the jealousy of the Jews of the Dispersion
(Acts16 and 18); andit wasduring this period that Barna-
bas was replaced by,Silvanus, Timothy, Trophimus,
Tychichus,andothersas Paul's associates in the ministry.

It was, moreover, during this period that Paul's
earlier Epistles were written, viz, 1 and 2 Thess -

|1 and 2 Cor., and Galatians. .

The book closes and the history culmmates with that
quotation from Isaiah 6. 9, 10, which is repeated for the
third and last time,* giving the Divine prophecy of
Israel's judicial blindness.

A few years later was fulfilled the prophetic parable
of the Marriage-Feast, when the King

*“Sent forth His armies,
And destroyed those murderers,
And burat up their city '’ (Matt. 22. 7).

* The other two being Matt. 13. 14, 15 and John 12. 39-41.
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Since that epoch-making event, the solemn effect and
the full meaning of which, few, if any, can fully com.
prehend or even imagine, Israel has continued with the
veil over their hearts and eyes.

On the one band we “see, to this very day, Gentile

hatred manifested in anti-semitism; and on the other
hand Jewish hostility never more bitter against ‘‘ the
Conversionist ” movement.
. The Jewish history, which closed with the Acts of
- the Apostles, will not be resumed from the Biblical and
\\ Dispensational standpoint which JAMES referred to
when he quoted Amos. 9. 11, 12,in combination with
other prophecies in Acts 15. 13-17, until God's purpose
relating to the Mystery (or Secret) which had been
hidden from the prophets (1 Peter 1. 10-12, Eph. 3. g)
shall have not merely been ‘¢ preached among the
Gentiles,” but the body of Christ shall have been
received up in glory,” and united to its glorious Head
(r Tim. 3. 16, Phil. 3. 14, Col. 3. 4)

Then there will be a change in the Holy Spirit's
present working, and a return to His original purpose
at Pentecost, taking up and fulfilling the remaining
verses of ‘“the ‘song of Moses ™ (Deut. 32. 22-343),
bringing on *“the great and notable day of the
Lord"™ (Joel 2. 28- 4), and “restoring again the
kingdom to Israel’™ (Acts 1. 6), and to ¢ the remnant
whom the Lord shall call”™ (Joel 2. 23, Acts 2. 39,
Dan. 9. 7), by means of the Apocalyptic judgments

culminating in the heavens opening and the Lord’s - “bringing in of a better hope,”

descending in the air (1 Thess. 4, 16, 17, Acts 3. 20)
as the Son of Man, when His feet shall stand on
that very Mount of Olives whence His disciples had
seen Him ascend {Acts 1. 11, 12), so fulfilling
His own promise made at His ascension (Acts. 1.
3, 6).

We must leave for succeeding papers the further
consideration of this subjec-, showmg that the special
dispensation of the Acts of the Apostles, so far from
being the beginning of  church history,” was really
the Biblical conclusion of Israel’s past history, and was
further cbaracterised

promise in the Prophets and in Acts 3. 18-26.

3. By the Apostolic confirmation of the Son's words
(as recorded in the Gospels), and

4. By the Divine witness borne to that confirmation
(recorded in the Acts) “by signs following™ (Mark
16. 17-20) consisting of ‘‘signs and wonders, with
divers miracles, and gifts of pnewma hagion (spiritual
.gifts) according to His own will” (Heb 2. 4, 1 Cor-
12. 11).

Then, and not before, shall we be in a gosmon to
appreciate the evidence we have already given that
the earlier Paulise Epis:les did no go beyond, but

Acts’ dispensation, and not till then shall we be able to
uoderstand the new dispensation (in which our happy
lot is cast) revealed .in the later Prison Epistles
addressed to assembhes (Ephesm’s, Philippians and
Colossians). - '

Oe= 1C3C o ] v § su O
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“THESE THREE"™
(r Cor. 13. 13).

the New Testament notes th’é

] :VERY reader of
: selection of Peter, James, and John from among

the twelve on three occasions; at the Transfiguration,
at the raising of Jairus' daughter, and in Gethsemane.
Also, that John was yet further -chosen from the three
for special favour.

But that James, who was the brother of John, was
slair by Herod (Acts 12. 2) and another James, the
Lord's brother (Gal. 1. 19) came into prominence
(Acts 15. 13-20). All these were authors of Epistleg
and it is noteworthy that the order in our canon is
]ames, Peter and ]ohn as Paul arranges them in
Gal. 2. 9. Now it will be noted that James speaks of
“faith'" all the way through: the word “hope" is not
mentioned in his Epistle, nor is “love™ as a noun or
substantive and only twice as a verb. But Peter
begins at once to talk about *hope,” which is associ-
ated with “suffering,” and confined wholly to his first
letter. In this letter he bas in view that phase or
period of Jewish experience in which is seen the
characterized by a
suffering Saviour; but in his second he is in contem-
plation of “the power and coming,” with deliverance
for the godly, and judgment for the upjust, and the key
word is ‘“remembrance,” not hope.

When we consider John, ¢ the greatest of these, we
see his three epistles full of the idea of ‘“love, in deed
and in truth.” He writes as it were from the light of
“the day of the Lord” (Rev.1. 10); and only once
does he mention “faith,” and only once, ‘“hope;” as
though he saw, and ‘“ hope that is seen is not hope; for

' whata man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?” And the

 summary of his three letters may be stated as love

2. By beinga period of expectancy based on Jehovah's ! inculcated, love assimilated, and love demonstrated.

It should be noted that the epistles of these chosen
three follow the transition dispensation of Acts.

Here, at the very threshold of the age to come, are
placed these representatives of Israel to be restored,
with Jude as a herald of the revelation of Jesus Christ
and of judgment.

James sweeps the ‘chords of Israel's faith from
Abraham to Elijah, Peter'sounds the hope of God's
holy nation and peculiar people, from the sure word of
propbecy unto the Day of God; while John, as from
the inner shrine of his Lord's heart, tells of knowing

- - God as Love.
belonged, and conformed to the characteristics of the

James deals with the ministry of bodily or physical
needs; Peter discourses of saving the soul or psychical
man; while John's atmosphere and teaching is wholly

"in the spiritual realm.

_ F. O. ELuis.
Swawmpscort, Mass., U.S.A.
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No. 33.

"THE PRAYERS OF THE LORDS PRISONER.

Eph. 3. 14-21.
(Continued from p. 35.)
EFORE conlinuing our study, we must understand

B the real object of this prayer.
Itis givenin verse 1g marked C,in the structure (p. 34),

** That ye might be filled with all the fulness of God”

To quietly ponder these words, to let them grow upon

one, is to be overwhelmed with the magnitude' of the
petition. It is therefore not only necessary to note the
tremendous object of the prayer, but to mark the steps
which lead to its attainment.

They are five in number, and are as follows:

First step. Spiritual strength in the ioner man.

Second step. Christ dwelling in the heart by faith.

Tuird step. Rooted and grounded in love.

Fourth step. Comprehending with all saints.

Fifth step. To know the knowledge-surpassing love
of Christ.

Goal. Filled with the fulness of God.

It.is because the final petitibn is so vast, that the -

steps are so comprehensive. It is for this reason that

revivals or by any excitmg exhibitions of possessed
enthusiasts; this strength is received deep down in the
heart, as the Spirit of God takes of the things of Christ,
and shows them unto us. This is’ step one, but it is
only step one. Step two lifts the mind away from self’s
weakness and need, to the glorified person of the Lord
Himself, ¢ that Christ may dwell in your heart by faith."”

As before mentioned, the “dwelling’” here is parallel
with the ¢ habitation” of Eph. 2. 22.  What the
collective unity will be, is anticipated by faith ’’ now.
The Lord Jesus Christ is at this moment “at the

right hand of God,” this is the time of His real absence,

' rather than His real presence on the earth. By faith how-
i ever, He may dwell in the heart, that faith which reaches

: sions.

out to things hoped for, and makes them present posses-
Faith ever embraces the WWord of God, and
Col. 3. 16, must be considered together with this passage,
“]let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” The word

» «dwell ” carries with it the idea of “being at home.”

. it were in the heart.

So fully does the Spirit of God strengthen the inner man,
in this faith and love, that Christ can be ‘“at home" as
However welcome we may be at

- other people's homes, there is a difference which is

the first pleais for strength, spiritual strength, strength

for the inner man. Without this strengthening, the
fulfilment of the prayer would be more than the believer
could bear. .

Just as in the days of the Lord's earthly ministry, He
had many things to tell them, which they wereat that
time unable to bear, so now to believersof the present
dispensation, it is folly to speak of the crowning glory of
the mystery, ‘without the necessary prelude. Nonecan
appreciate the glory of the mystery.who have no relish
for the grace of the Gospel. None can endure the
fulness of God who are not strengthened by the Spirit
in. the inner man. Just as our blessings are ‘‘all
spiritual blessings™ so the strengthening is in the
“*inger man.” The outward man may perish (2 Cor.
4 16), but it is the inner man that is renewed.

" The inner man is linked by grace to the intellect, the
aﬂectlon, the will, the conscience, and the spiritual
exercise of worslnp, love, faith and hope.

spmtually strengthened in mind and thought not merely
to have granted “ a spirit of wisdom and revelation,” but

- to have the spirit sustained by spiritual strength! How

"available.

often we “faint in our minds "’ (Heb. 12. 3; Eph. 3. 13),
and what a comfort to know of this inner strength being
"Not however the mind and reason only, but
the affections, the will, and all the spiritual fruits of the
New Creation, all coming under the energizing of the

' ‘Spm.. of God Thxs power is not by any so- called

What a |
. prospect to contemplate, the possibility of being

.prayer before us.

ground of our spiritual gron_rt_h (3. 18), the 511 embracing

very real between being the guest, and being at home as
the head of the family.” This prayer contemplates the
complete recognition of the Headship of Christ. We
are not our own, we are bought with a price, and we own
Him as Lord and Master. It is useless to urge believ ers
““to make a full surrender, " to ‘“‘let the Saviour in’
without the very real work of grace named in the first
petition accompanying it ; if that is accomplished, such
unscriptural ideas will be-seen to be unnecessary.

The third petition views the believer from without;
contemplates him as a tree firmly planted in congenial
soil, standing firm against all opposition and growing in
fruitfulness, “rooted and grounded in love.”

In the Epistle to the Colossians, similar expressions
are found. We read of the saints “ remaining upon the
faith, grounded and settled " (1. 23), and ““ 7ooted and built
up in Him and stablished in the faith' (2. 7).

Each word speaks ‘of certainty; the accumulation of
terms is overwhelming in its message of absolute fixed-
ness. Believersare not only likened to a building whose
foundation is firmly laid, they are likened also to a tree
whose roots go deep and grip the soil.. The figure of the
building gives the idea of stability : the figure of the tree
adds the thought of life, growth, and fruit. Whether
we build or plant, the nature of the soil must be fully
taken into account. Look at the ground specified in the
We sometimes hear with great
emphasis how &ssential it is to be grounded in funda*
mental truth’ or *in first principles.”” The Apostle
prays rather that the believer may be ‘“rooted and .
grounded in LOVE.” ) .

No building ever had such a rock foundation, no tree
ever had such rich soil. - Faith and hope even may
pass away, but love must remain. Love is greater
than all else (1 Cor.13.13). ‘' In love” is the sphere
of our predestination (Eph 1.4, 5), the foundation and.

."‘ .‘
]
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grace needed in our endeavour to keep the unity of the '

Spirit (4.2, 3), the temper of all our right relations with
our fellow members (4. 15, 16), the sphere and cohesive
force of the one body, and, and the grand characteristic
of our walk (3.2). To hold the Truth of the Gospel, it
must be held “inlove,” otherwise the mere verbal
assent to doctrinal statements however Evangelical
and sound will leave us but *tinkling cymbals and
sounding brass,” and possibly degenerateinto an unholy,
“say now, Shibboleth.”

It will be seen by the structure that the grounding in-

love is answered by the passage which speaks of the
wonderful love of Christ. We shall never, at least in
this life, get' more than a glimpse of the vastness of
that love, and we shall not even be capable of that,
apart from this necessary preparation which we have
been considering.

The, next petition in the prayer (C.) may be rendered,
“ Inorder that ye may be mighty enough to comprehend
with all saints, what is the breadth, and length, and
depth and height.”

The rather strange expression “ that ye may be mighty
enough ” is a literal rendering of the passage (see Rother-
ham). Itisno light thing that lies before us. Strength
in the inner man is needed and must be sought, before
this is approached.

First, we are to comprehend. The word (katalambans)
is variously rendered; perceived (Acts 4. 13); find

(Acts 25. 23); attain (Rom. 9. 20); obtain (1 Cor. 9. 24); i

apprehend (Phil. 3. 12).

This Act of comprehension is only possible as we
comprehend ‘*with all saints.” A Sectarian and party
spiritisfatal. Denominational pride is poison. Creeds
will but clog. * All saints " must be included.

Before the Apostle prayed the first prayer of Ephesians
he was satisfied that the Ephesian believers had love fo
all saints.
if they would comprehend they must do so witk all saints.
In his final prayer in this Epistle he askes prayer for
all saints. Much of the spiritual poverty of vision may
be attributed to the failure on the part of many to see
over their party walls.

really included in His grace?

Many interesting explanations are given of the words,
“Dbreadth, length, depth, and height.”” - Some refer it to
the *“love of Christ " which follows; reading, ¢ what
is the breadth aud length and depth and height of it.”
Others see a reference to the Temple of Eph.2.21,
coacerning the vastness of the structure and the firm-
ness of the foundations.
but only partly so, for the passage means so much more,
and the wonder of it is, that when we discover its rich-
. est meaning we find it to be, just exactly what it says,

without the addition of any words, either from the con-
text or the imagination. What the Apostle prayed for
" was that’the saints may be able to comprehend what is
breadth, Breadth is an abstract term. To a child of a
. few years, the local park or the neighbouring field is

about the limit of his capacity. Those who teach

"These explanations are true, °

He now goes further and shows them that

How can we understand breadth

from God’s standpoint if we exclude many who are . of Christ.”

- plate the exaltation of Christ ¢ far above all,”

children will know, that they will ask with all serious-
ness, whether David lived when their grandmcther was
a little girl, their conception of the length of time being
limited. So with depth and height. Heaven may be
reached by a big ladder is the idea of many young folk.
The child of God has only advanced a few stages
beyond this, and the Apostle desires that we should
really be able to comprehend what is breadth.

Something had been told them in the preceding
chapter to prepare their minds. Sinners of the Gen-
tiles, so destitute and helpless as described in Eph. 2.
would begin to realize ¢ what is breadth” when they
found that they were ‘fellow-members’ and *fellow-
heirs.” Jewish readers would see * what is breadth™
as they beheld the breaking down of the middle wall of
partition, and the ingathering of believers from among
the Gentiles.

Length, such as had never before entered the reve-
lation of grace would be considered in such expressions
as “chosen in Him befare the overthrow of the world,”’
and “unto the generations of the age of the ages”
(Eph 3. 21).

Depth is included in the fact that those who are
included in this mighty plan, were plunged in the
darkness of death, and the grave of sin (Eph. 2.).

Height is realised as never before, when we contem-
and
learn that we too have been raised and seated together
with Him in the Heavenlies.

Here the spiritual capacity of the believer is enlarged ;
here is a new meaning and added fulness in the terms,
breadth, length, depth and height. To the greatest
minds, abstract terms are more readily appreciated
when they are accompanied by illustration or demon-
stration, and so the Apostle continued his prayer—not
only on behalf of those with great minds but for men
and women of lowly upbringing. He prayed that they
might get to -know the greatest demonstration and
illustration of the utmost meaning of breadth, length,
depth and height, that has ever been displayed in the
whole realm of God's universe—the love of Christ ! —
““And to get to know the knowledge surpass:ng love

Itis-a paradox every believer will apprecidte. \We

. are to seek to know that which we are certain will

baffle our attempts.

However deep we sound the lave of Christ goes
deeper, however high we soar, the love of Christ is
still above all. .

What wonders are treasured in Christ for the believer.

He gives peace which passeth understanding.

He Himself is God's unspeakable Gift and

His love transcends the limits of human comprehen-
sion, yet we may seek to know it, even as we seek to
know God and His Word.

How much better for believers to be exercised in the
pursuit of this precuous knowledge, than to be continu-
ally ferreting out the heresies of others, or probing their
own diseased and failing hearts. The one leads to
emptiness, the other to fulness. ~
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This, indeed, is the one great prayer of the third
clause (C,), *“In order that ye might be filled unto all
the fulness of God.”

How comforting is the preparation for this final
petition! To think of the fulness of God alone, is to be
dismayed with the overpowering majesty of the Creator.
The prayer seeks for inward spiritual strengthening
and leads on to tbe love of Christ as the steps to the
fulness of God. Mount Sinai and Calvary alike bear
witness. to the Majesty of God, but oh! how different
their message to the believer.

- To be filled with- all the fulness of God, one must
know the love of Christ, for in Him all fulness dwells.

]
I
|

uncertainties abbut the occurrence of that word; seven

‘ in the Gospels alone ; not to mention the last 12 verses

. it is to be retained in Matt. 1.

The fulness of God'is the crown set upon the love of

Christ.

.This is nct a command, it is a blessed possibility,
a glorious result. Ve are not told to “get the
fulness
love of Christ.”

What is the filling? It is the perfect satisfaction
arising out of a knowledge of the completeness of the
believer in Christ.

What is the fulness? Christ Himself. ¢ Ye are
complete or filled full in Him ™ (Col. 2. 10). “In Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily "’ (Col. 2.
g). *“For it was well pleasing that in Him should a/l
fulness dwell” (Col. 1. 1¢). This fulness we shall see
is the measure of our calling. *Till weall arrive unto
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of .the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unte the measure of the
stature of the fulness of the Christ” (Eph. 4. 13).

In Eph. 3. Paul prays that we may be filled or
completely satisfied, with all the fulness of God. In
Eph. 4. he bids us remember that our gauge is the
stature of the fulness of Christ., Nothing, therefore,
but the Doxology is left for us to say—‘ Now unto
Him that is able to do above all things, exceeding
abundantly above the things which we ask or think,
accord.ng to the power that worketh in us, unto Him
be glory, in the church, in ‘Christ Jesus, unto the
_.generations of the age of the ages—Amen,”

/ CHas. H. WEgLcH.

o= —-——ao
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0 By Ivan Panin. 0
Dl j.:L 1C T car |D
2. THE WORD JESUS IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT

ne multiplication of the 913 occurrences of this

.word into the place and numeric values of the
writers of the passages where they occur settles thus
the authorshxp of the New Testament bogks ; but these

phenomena at the same time prove that the word [

Ingovs does occur just 913 times; since otherwise the
schemes of sevens, elevens, nineteens and exghty threes
dlsappear ,

But in VVestcott aud Hort' there are about a dozen‘

N N _1~ .- . .-

”; that flows out of the *“ getting to know the .

of Mark, and the first 11 verses of John 8. They also
omit the prayer of the Lord for the forngeness of His
enemies on the Cross from the genuine portion of
Scripture, From the above phenomena we know that
the word occurs g13 times, but we are not yet certain
just where tbey thus occur within the authors them-
selves. Thus in Matthew 1. 18 Westcott and Hort
offer the omission as alternative; in 22 and 20, the
insertion. An assurance, therefore, is needed that
though the word occurs in Matthew certainly 150 times,
18.and 14. 27, rather
than by omitting one of these and inserting 22, 20.
Matthew 1. 13 has by other numerics been proved
unassailable in many ways; and the same is true of
Matt. 14. 27. And with these two settled, the third
case falls of itself. Still the word Incovs itself furnishes

! its own evidence.

The-word occurs as follows : -

1. Matthew 150 times = I150XI = 150
2. Mark 81 times 81x2 162
3. Luke 83 times 88x3 264
4. John 242 times 242X 4 968
5. Acts 69 times 69 x5 345
6. James 2 times 2x6 12
7. 1 Peter g times 9X7 63
8. 2 Peter g times 9X3& 72
9. 1 Jobn 12 times 12X9 108
10. 2 John 2 times 2X 10 20
12. Jude 6 times 6x12 72
13. Romans 37 times 37xX13 481
14. 1 Corinthians 26 times 26X 14 364
15. 2 Corinthians 13 times 18x15 270
16, Galatians 18 times 18x16 288
17. Ephesians 20 times 20X 17 340
18. Philippians 22  times 22x 18 306
19. Colossians 7 times 7%19 133
20. 1 Thessalonians 16 times 16X20 320
21. 2 Thessalonians 13 times 13X21 273
22. Hebrews 14 times 14x22  308.
23. 1 Timothy 14 times 14X23 322
24. 2 Timothy 13 times 13X24 312
25. Titus 4 times ]4 X2§5 100
26. Philemon 7 times 7%26 182
27. Revelation _I4 times 14%X27 378
913 = 11X83 6703

The number 913 being ‘83 elevens (Feature 1), it is
divided thus: Acts—Revelation have 352 or 32
elevens, and the Gospels have 561, or 51 elevens
(Feature 2), of the Gospels, Matthew and Mark have
231, or 11X7X3, a multiple of eleven and seven;
Luke bas 88, or 8 elevens (Feature 3), and John

' 242, or 1I1X1IX2, a multiple of eleven (Feature 4)

elevens (Feature 5). From one book only is the
name Inocovs absent: from 3 John, but this is the
eleventl book (Feature 6). ’

It is to be observed that the number in Acts—Reve-
lation, 352, or 32 elevens, is thus divided: Acts and
Paul have 298, or (11x27)+1; the Catholic® Epistles
and Revelation have 54 = (11Xx3)—1; the division

_between these 4 extreme and mean portions of this part

of Scnpture being within one of 50 many elevens

."~
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Incidentally it may be pointed out that 352 being
within one of 39 nines, the division is also by nines;
thus 54 = gx6; and 298 is (9 X 33)+1.

As Matthew is the first book, and Inoovs occurs
therein 150 times; supposing the book number to be
placed against each occurrence, we have 150X 1, or
150. As Mark is the second book, supposing this book
number placed against each occurrence in Mark, we
have 81 x 2, or 162. The sum of all these numbers in
the 26 books where the word occurs amounts to 6703,
a prime number; and within one of no satisfactory
number. :

This suggests (but merely suggests), that though

the number gr13 is right, its distribution among the

books may need revision. The scheme of elevens
makes it unlikely that it is the Gospels that are to be
disturbed.  Neither Acts nor Revelation offer any
alternatives. In the Catholic Epistles, Jude 5 alone
presents a possibility of Incous taking the place of
Kupios, Lord. But this is the only alternative which
Westcott & Hort fail to offer as a real alternative.
They siuspect a primitive error, and simply express
by their notation the presence of confusion in manu-
scripts, but not sufficient attestation for Inoous.
Thus the correction (if any is to be made), is reduced
to Paul. .

Two of the uncertainties are in 1 Cor. 5. 5 (shall
Inpoovs be inserted after Kipeos, Lord ?) and Philippians
3. 12 (shall it be omitted after Xpesrov, Christ 7) The
two stand or fall together. If one comes in the ‘other
must come out.

If now this change is made, the undesirable number
6703 becomes four less, 6699 = 7xX 11X29x% 3, a mul- |

tiple of seven; eleven, and twenty-nine.
And this accordingly, the writer grovisionally accepts
as the true readings. Provisionally, because, until the

. in two.

same result is arrived at by at least two other different )

methods, he thinks it only rightto keep such a case in
a U.C. Pile, i.e., Under Consideration.

The problem of the true 913 occurrences of the word
Fesus in the New Testament has been attacked and
solved in a different way, thus:

Igovs occurs in the following forms:

g . 8
$ = 5 g
sz = = Z
; -2 @ ¢ 3 Z
8 2 = 8 3 =
s 5 8 § = s
o Z S = = =~
69 638 Ingouv 327 5 1635 224,976
82 738 Ingovv 126 6 756 92,088
87 838 Inoovs 460 6 2760 408,480
238 2314 913 17 SI51 726,444

The number of letters in these three forms is seven-

teen (Feature 1) ; their place value is 238, or 17X 7x 2,
a multiple of seventeen as well as of seven (Feature 2).
The total number of letters in the 913 occurrences is
. 5151, or 303 seventeens (Feature 3). And their total
. numeric value is 726,444, or 17 X9 X 4 X 1187, 4 multiple
of seventeen (Feature 4). Compare the fact that the

. however, is right.

' IICLL'GLS,

word occurs in the Gospels 561 times or 17X 11X 3, a
multiple of seventeen (Feature 5) as well as of eleven.
These numerics alone would settle the fact of the
913 occurrences. But the numeric value of the three
forms is 2314, or 173 thirtecns.
With twosuch different methods of testing the number
of occurrences 913 (not taking up for the present its

‘relation to the numeric value of the very first word of®

the Bible), we may consider this number as assured,
and it may now be dismissed with a few comments. '

Westcott and Hort are uncertain about eight\een of
these occurrences, and of these only two are most
likely to go against their primary judgment. In other
words they are surely right in 16, and ‘probably wrong
This proportion is most gratifying, since
greater reliance can now be placed on their results, -
than, there was reason to fear, could be placed. This
is further borne out by the following facts:

In a perfect text of Ephesians recently obtained by
the aid of numerics, only fwo out of some thirty odd
uncertainties proved to be against Westcott and Hort’s
primary judgment. The rest proved to be the right
readings. But where they were certain that ‘“in
Ephesus” in 1. 1 was an interpolation, they are proved
to be wrong.

In a perfect text of Mattheir recently obtained by the
aid of numerics (not yet, however, as to spellings), of
their uncertain readings which ran into over a hundred,
only tuwo proved to be against their primary judgment.
In their other uncertainties their first preference proved
the right one. -

But where they were cerfain that Matthew 16. 2, 3
was an interpolation, where they were cerfain that
Iwoeans, were the true spellings, they were
found—wrong. . .

In a perfect text of Philemon obtained years ago by
means of Numerics, but tll recently held U.C. (Under
Consideration, having all along been waiting for the.
final, clinching, unassailable proof), they are in doubt
in seven details. Every one of their primary readings,
In other words, their test as it
stands is perfect, except

But where they are certain that in verse 6 Ingouvs is to
be cmitted after Xpiorov, they are again—wrong.

Incidentally these numerics of Inoovs.once more
prove the genuineaness (1) of Mark 16. g-12; (2)
of John 7. 33, 8. 11; (3) of Luke 23. 34;-(4) of the

' words Tov xvpiov Inaov, of the Lovd Fesus in 24. 3 stamped
i by Westcott and Hort as an * Interpolation.”

O= = = 2}
| Questions and HAnswers. |
O o= e me——]

. QuesTipN No. 413.
“A FURTHER ENQUIRY re No. 410."”
D.D.(N.B.) Thanks for your *further enquiry and
view,"” concerning our answer to Question No. 410,
(Feb 1913). We are unable to find our statement as
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you quote it. Nor can we see that the ‘“ men of Israel”
in Acts. 3. 12, aredifferent fromthose whom youdescribe
as **men of Macedonia, 1 Thess. 1. 1, 2. For that the
latter were Israelites of the Dispersion, and procelytes,
is perfectly clear from Acts. 17. 1-5.

As to Acts. 3. 20, in the promise to “send Jesus
Christ,” you must not add the words “on the earth”
“s0 as to limit the Descension into the air, of 1 Thess.
4. 16, and the Ascension in verse 17; for you yourself
hold that both of these are to be completed “on the
earth.”

As to the rest- of your enquiry.

lod
<o

If anastasis in Phil.

3. 10 can denote only Christ’s bodily resurrection, how .

can exanastasis denote a moral condition, or, as you say,
« the perfect christian walk for present attainment”?
The fact is, the word “exanastasis” (which occurs

only here) does not stand alone, but is preceded by .
the Article,and followed by the expression ton riekrén .

(of the dead), or, according to all the critical Greek
Texts, tén ek nekrén which is stronger still and means
““the exanastasis, the (or that) one from among the dead.
"This, surely, must remove all doubt, and makes it
impossible to interpret it of anything except a bodily
resurrection.”

\We may ask, in this case, Why ‘it cannot in any
possibility apply to any living Christian?

It will apply to them if they die, just as much as an-
astasis does. ‘

As to the word translated ““attain’ in Phil 3. 11, it
is not a matter for reasoning, it is a question of fact.
It is impossible that it can refer to the atfainment of
any higher condition of spiritual life or walk "here, as

has wronged the other. What injury has God done to
us, that we have to forgive?

The enmity in the heart of man against God is due
to the fact that man lhas wronged God, and anyone with
a knowledge of human nature will admit that it is the
one who has done wrong who seeks to justify his position
by blackening the character of him he has wronged.
This is one of the awful consequences of man's fall.
Because of sin, man is under the wrath of God (Rom.
1. 18. Eph 2. 3. Col. 3.6). By the death of Christ,
this wrath is appeased, and God can ‘ be just, and the
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus” (Rom. 3. 26).
Those who receive this reconciliation (or atonement,
Rom.5. 11), are removed from (apo) a condition of being
under wrath and condemnation (Rom. 8. 1), to one of
acceptance and peace with God. The change is one of
position or standing, not of character. That comes
afterwards.

And here is the mistake that so many make. They are

-

i looking for acceptance because of some change in them-

selves, instead of believing God, and accepting His
statement as to reconciliation (2 Cor. 5. 18-20). Not
until the sinner believes in the love of God, does any

" love to God spring up in his heart (1 John 4, 10, 10),

driving. out the enmity which is there by nature.

. Reconciliation is a question of pure grace or favour on

i
|

you (and all our readers) will see if we give you a list :

of all the occurrences of the verb katantas, which are
as follows :—

Acts. 16. 1; 18. 19-24; 20. 15; 21. 7; 25. 13; 26. 7;
27.12; 28.13; 1Cor. 10. 11; 14.36; Eph. 4. 13, and
the passage under consideration, Phil. 3. 11.

In all these passages it refers to personal arrival

t

God's part, and we are conformed to the image of His
Son, by contemplating Him and becoming more and
more acquainted with the perfectness of His work.
To grow in grace is to grow in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3. 18, R.V.).
Any other view of ¢Reconciliation™ (such as
universal reconciliation) does away entirely with the
Bible word ¢ destruction,” and deprives it of any
meaning that can be given to it. There is no place
for the two. As ‘*destruction” is a Bible word, and

. ‘““universal recounciliation” is a buman formula, the

except in 1. Cor. 10. 11, where it is the arrival of an |

event ; and in 14. 36, of the word of God.

It will be noted that, in the last two (Eph. 4. 13 and
Phil. 3. 11), this personal arrival can only be through
resurrection.

QuesTioN No. 4I4.
“RECONCILIATION.”
D. J. (Middlesex).—'*What is the force of the preposition ago in

apokatallass6? Does it, as some say, describe the change in us,
from enmity to love? "’ .

In our answer to Question No. 408 in the January

Number, we gave all the references where the words : at Free St. George's.

katallassc and apokatallassé occur. We add here the
occurrences of the noun katallagé; Rom. 5. 11 (trans-
lated atonement); 1l1. 15. 2 Cor. 5. 18, 19. A con-
sideration of all these passages will show that there is

no idea in any one of them of the reconciliation being ' . brotherhood of mankind.”

mutual. In that case, as we pointed out, the word

. used would have been diallassomai, as in.Matt. 5. 24,

" which is its only occurfence in the New Testament.
~ Mutual reconciliation .can only be where each party

T

|
i
|

1

i
1

i
{
1

A

latter must be abandoned.

3 =" == G
| Signs of the Gimes. |
(o e ce——x]]

A UNIVERSAL RELIGION.

Abdul Baha, the grandson of the Persian reformer
known as The Bab, held three meetings in Edinburgh,
in January last, to expound the doctrine of the universal
religion, known as Bahaism. The first was presided
over by Dr. Kelman, Dr. Alexander Whyte’s successor
Professor Patrick Geddes was
the chairman of the second meeting ; and the leader of

. the Edinburgh Theosophists of the third. The Scotsman

says the object of the meetings was to “ show the way of
divine union of man with God and its manifestation in
On the second evening
. Abdul Baha said that those who adopted the views of
his holiness Baha Ullah, became K )
entirely free from their former shacklesand limitations. Nowadays
meetings and assemblies were organised in Persia, in which one

P
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would find Mahommedans and Christians, Jews, and Zoroastrians,

and Buddhists gathered together in the same room in the utmost

fellowship and amity, so that if an outsider were to enter he :

would find such a spirit of love prevailing and so complete an
elimination of the ego or self that he would be unable to distin-
guish between one religion and another.

This teaching is so entirely in accord with the New
Theology that no surprise need be felt at the adherents
of that cult giving Abdul Baha a warm welcome,-or at
The Christian Commonwealth’s devoting much space: to
chronicling his doings. We remember that Archdeacon
Wilberforce gave the Baba almost episcopal honours at
his church in Westminster. This also need cause no
astonishment—but it is lamentable indeed that Dr.
Kelman and others who are supposed to adhere more
or less to the ** Old Paths "’ should bave commended this
Oriental, who has no place in his Creed for Him Whom
we adore as Master and Lord, save one where He stands
on a level with Krishna, Buddha and Mohammed. In-
deed Abdul is himselfregarded as a divine messenger and
called by his followers ** the Master.,”” Like Mrs. Besunt's
proclamation of the coming. “ Lord of love,” this move-
ment is an indication of the approaching Antichrist.

REVIVAL OF PAGANISM.

Lord Beaconsfield in one of his early novels, Tancred,
describes a secret temple in the Syrian mountains, near
Antioch, which was filled with images of the Greek gods,
Jupiter, Apollo, Venus, etc. ; and one of his characters
says:— .

* When the people refused to sacrifice, and the gods, indignant,

quitted the earth, the faithful few tled to these mountains with the
sacred images, and we have cherished them. . . . in the divine hope

that mankind will return again to those gods who made the earth

beautiful and happy.”

And in his later novel of Lothair, he speaks thus of
« The Madre Natura, the oldest, the most- powerful, and
the most occult of the secret societies of Italy ":—

** They could conceive nothing more benignant and more beautiful
than that system of creative order to which they owed their being
. and they desired torevive those exquisite personifications of the
abounding qualities of the mighty mother which the Aryan genius
had bequeathed to the admiration of man. Parthenope was again
to rule at Naples instead of Januarius, and starveling saints and
winking Madonnas were to testore their usurped altars to the god
of the silver bow and the radiant daughter of tbe foaming wave."

Some may think that Januarius and the other Saints '

of Rome are only the ancient pagan gods under other
names, and will adduce the fact that St. Denys is only
the shortened form of St. Dionysus, the Greek name for
- Bacchus. Indeed both St. Dionysus and St. Bacchus
are found in the Roman Calendar as saints whose festivals
occur intheearly days of October. Butthere seems reason
to suppose that the worship of these impure deities may
" be revived in so-called Protestant and Christian England
under their ancient names and without disguise. Nearly
sixteen years ago, in our issue for June, 1897, wg called
attention to a manifesto issued by some of the * smart
set,”” proposing a return to “ Olympian Jove, father of
gods and men, sublime upon his ivory throne, to Phwebus
Apollo, the lord of poetry and light, etc.”” Nothing more
swas heard'of it then. The time was not ripe, perhaps.
But great advances in the direction of apostasy bave

the Word of God, the New Theolgy, the ready accept-
ance of new creeds, such as Christian Science, Bahaism,
Theosophy, allindicate thatan open return to Paganism
and the worship of Nature may not be far off. These
remarks are suggested by the account of the Chelsea
Arts Club Ball at the Albert Hall on Feb. 26th.

This is a great society function and some 4000 persons
were present. The following is an extract from the
report in The Daily News of Feb. 27th.

RED AND GoLDp VENUS.

Red and gold tinged even the contrasting whiteness of the hang- *
ings before the mighty tier-of boxes, red and gold wove intricate -
patterns to the measure of the music on the floor below, where
the dancers circled slowly round a pavilioned figure of Venns'in
the very centre ot the hall—Venus snowy pale, but reflecting, too,
the red and gold of all this magic city.

“We do not suppose all these dancers had any idea
of doing homage to Venus, but the god of this world,
doubtless arranged this episode so as to familiarize
people’s minds with the ideas he wishes to instil.

Oc

— = e————=[ ]
| Editor's Gable. |
e

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

S. J. R. (Newcastle). Luke 22. 36, cannot be under-
stood unless “the Word of truth” be rightly divided;
which precept is connected with, and is necessary for
“the Word of truth,” not with “the Word of life”
(which has to be held forth, Phil. 2. 16); not with “ the
faithful Word,” (which has to be held fast, Titus 1. q);
not with “the engrafted Word,” (which has to be

. recesved with meekness, Jas. 1. 21).

Luke 22. 36, has to be rightly divided as to its tfimes.
The command referred to was given in Luke 9. 3, when
the Apostles were sent forth to proclaim that the
Kingdom was at hand (or had drawn nigh); and it was
suited for that time. Butin Luke 22. 36, the Kingdom

. had been already rejected, and the King was on the
‘eve of being crucified.

longer approériate and could
It was therefore formally abro-

That command was no
no longer be obeyed.
gated by the Lord.

This teaches us that we are not to join together what
God has separated (even as we are not to separate what
God has joined together); if we join a right precept
with a wrong time, or vice versa, we shall not get « the
Truth,” and be always in confusion.

A. M. (Yorkshire). The Epistle to the Hebrews,
though it has no superscription, is rightly so called,
because internal evidence proves it to be addressed to
that people, *“ whose are the fathers™ (Heb. 1. 1),-and
to whom pertained ¢ the covenants, and the giving of
the law, and the service of God, and the promises”.
(Heb. 8. 6-13; 9. 1; 12. 18-21, &c.). The place of
their assembly was the synagogue. It was in the
synagogue that the Lord was found on the Sabbath
days. It was to the synagogue that Paul went on his
missionary journeys. There are no places of assembly
to-day which have the same stamp of Divine authority.
Modern religious organisations are the work of man.
It is, therefore, great presumption for anyone to apply
Heb. 10. 25 to his own * meeting place’ or * upper

been' made since 1897. The modern critical attacks upon | room.” What was “the day approaching,” in view of

Digitized by Tele1os Ministries



48, THINGS TO COME. . APRIL, 19I3.

which this injunction was given? Was it not the | which all other artists have unavoidably fallen. Thus, these

destruction of ]erusalem, then imminent ? See further pictures, quite apart from their beauty, constitute a new and true
. . . school of Biblical illustration, . Nei to draw men
the evidence in our next issue (for May). | ration. Mr. Neil employs art

.. i to Scripture as Rome has employed art to draw men to
* M. H. W. (South Australia). When the Lord said | superstition. This is about the seventeenth original work he
(]ohn 20. 15) to Mary Magdalene, “« Touch me not, for ’ Ras written on his great subject, the first of which has run through
I t vet ascended to my Father,” and the same | LWenty-two editions and the second through thirteen editions.
am not y y ', | This work has a unique Missionary value as being probably the
evening to the Aposiles, as we read in Luke 24. 39 | only coloured illustrations of Scripture that would not give offence
(cp. vv. 13, 33), “ Handle me and see,” besides challeng- | 1o the Jews. It aims a crushing blow at Romish and Ritualistic
ing Thomas a week later, it is clear something must . idolatrous images by showing their utter inaccuracy. While every
h g k 1 in the i , L. In Lev. 23. 10-14 we | line of the letter-press, is written to confirm the verbal accuracy
ave taken placein the interval. ln Lev. Sd. 10-14 ” | and integrity of the autographs of the Divine Word, yet it is not
read of the ordinance of the presentation of the first- © too much to say that the new light he has thrown on the letter of
fruits. This was observed the moment there was a | Holy Scripture  is as fresh and novel as any work of the * Higher
sheaf of barley ripe, and watchers were appointed to ! ?"“}‘;-ﬁ" x;hO":!fs*; afs';::: n'ﬁi‘:(},’fbéiggﬁ ';Y:ill)fpg&t?'om the ** vivid
; ouch in my L .
examine the fields so as to secure _lhe absolute ﬁfst- | Itis a marvel of cheapness, the price being only 7/6 net.
fruits of the harvest. Now barley ripened at the {ime - .
of the Passover (Exod. 9. 31; Josh. 3. 15, cp. 4. 19); ° MEETINGS FOR BIBLE STUDY.
and the sheaf was to be waved “on the morrow after Friends away from home, on business or pleasure, may be glad

" : i to know where they may find others like-minded,’and with whom
thebS?)t')ll?ath h (Le}: - 23. 11). tTher?. 15 :h_eref?'ret,hg;eat ! they may have fellowship in a rightly divided Word of God. We,
probability, though we cannot say * certainty, aton - iperefore, append the following notices of such :—

the day of the Lord's resurrection the- priest was ' = pu o161~ Every Sunday at 3 p.m., at 43 St. Mark's Road.

waving the sheaf of'ﬁrst-fruits in the Temple. If. o | Carpirr.—Every Saturday at 7.30, at the Albert Street Mission
the Lord was ascending to the Father to present Him- : Hall, Cowbridge Road. .

self as the antitype (1 Cor. 15. 20), at the time of the '  Cravpox (West), (Strathmore Road). —The Iron Room.
typical ordinance which was taking place below. | ;  EvTHaM.—83 Earls Road (Well Hall Station), Saturdays,

M. H. W. (South Australia). With reference to API:'S’“d 19, 3‘Zr' '\g‘- C. H. Welch. o at 23 Broad ‘Street
' ‘ . ! OTTINGHAM.— 1l uesday evenings, 7.30, roa reet.
Luke 24. 39-43, the Lord’s body, whilecapable of being . Wednesday evenings, 7.30, at 57 Cobden Street.
handled, and of partaking of food, was not a nafural " LONDON. .
bOdY' A natural bOdy has flesh and-blood, His was Pimrico, S.W.—At 55 Moreton Street. Wednesday, Apr. 2nd.,

flesh and bones (v. 39). The blood had been poured out  at; p.m. Subject: * Paul's Desire ' (Phil. 1. 23).

when He poured out His soul (life) unto death (See KENSINGTON.—251 High Street. Wednesday, Apr. oth, at
Lev. 17. 11-15, where the word nephesh occurs nine  7.30 p.m. Subject: ** The Epistle to the Ephesians.”

times, variously translated “life” or ‘soul”; and note Tue LoNpon Sunpay EveENiNG Bible Readings (see advt.).
especially v. 11). Flesh and blood characterize the : CONFERENCE on March 21st (see advt.)

psychical or soulical body, called ¢ natural” in 1 Cor. | Harrow Roap, Gosper HaLr, LEvTronsTONE, N.E.—Saturdays,

J . . . Apr. 12 and 26, at 7 p.m. (Mr. C H. Welch). Subject: ** The
15. 44, 46. The resurrection body is called in contrast ; gy of Revelation.”” Gospel Meeting, Sundays, at 7 p.m.; Bible

a ‘“spiritual” body. Hence the argument, to which : Class, Tuesdays, at 8 p.m.

you refer, in 1 Cor. 15. 50-54. : SCOTLAND.
Wil D. ] and M. D. kindly write again, sending : Grascow.—Protestant Hall, 124 New City Road. Sundays at 2.30.
full address. ' SToNEHAVEN(N.B.).—Mondays, at 7.45,at Old Town Mission Hall.
NOTICE. : U-S.A.

. . LA GraxcgE, ILL.—Saturdays, at 7.30, by a int t with Mr.
In our request for Back Volumes we omitted to state B, F. Clarke. y 7-30. by appointment wi

that Vols. I. and II. are the desideratum. There are =~ Wueaton, ILL.—601 Ohio Street. Sundays, 2.30
sufficient of ‘the sulysequeng volumes in stock. We ' MinneapoLis (Minn.).—At 3825 Fourth Avenue South.—Every
regret the trouble this omission has caused some of our ; Wednesday, at 8 p.m. :

readers. E
“EVERYDAY LIFE IN THE HOLY LAND.” ;
|
|

MinNeapoLis (Minn.).—At 3020 Polk Strect, N.E.—Every
Sunday, at 10.45 a.m. : “~
) St. Louis.—Washington and Compton Avenu Presbyterian

This great and important work, by.the Rev. James Neil. M.A., | Church, at 3 p.m. No,gvtme Wallace spha:lpe’ N;nD‘es y
has just been published by Messrs Cassell & Co., Ltd., and from CanToN (Okla.).—Meetings at the residence of Mr. Park De
every point of'vxew deserves the highest commendation we can . Graw, Treasurer of the Christian Bible Students Association.

give it. !
*  The book purports throughout to throw more or less new lighton | N
the letter of Holy Scripture, drawn from Mr. Neil’s discoveries made | A.Ch'\ O\VLEDGME}NTS‘
in Palestine amongst its unchanged manners and customs, natural | (“* Things to Come" Publishing Fund.)

features and colloquial speech. It gives, from the Arabic spoken | . .

by the Palestine fellahheen, the true and technical meaning of a i ]l:-_( éncé?{fot‘fgof%s%%"‘)) r o g
number of Hebrew words hitherto misunderstood, and also many V. B (I:Ieti:erlands) e 1o o
of the results of thirty-five years of Biblical research work on E.H. T (Kent) ; ; °
very-special lines. J. W. 8. (Penrith) o * o

Every endeavour has been made to make the book popular and A. R. (Essex) " 2
readable. To this end, it has been divided into a brief but very A E .a.(nd La (li.;;:hmo};a) monthly .. °© 5 °
important introduction, and thirty-two short chapters, each Anon (Bri hton) ... - o ° 3 g
complete in itself, but each leading on to those that follow. : g - et ° 2
But-its chief feature is the reproduction in colour of thirty-two * (Editor's Publishing- Fund.)

out of Mr. Neil's collection of fifty-three large and life-sized oil J. R. W. (Canada)... . ! o o
paintings of Palestine Life, which have been valued at a great sum, A. M. Van 5. (Sussex) ... I o o
and which purport to give for the first time with perfect realism A.E.C.C. (London N.\V,) ... TR I o o
and minute accuracy the unchanged life of Bible Lands, as he . ..

was privileged to see it forty-three years ago before any of the (Breton Evangelical Mission.)

modern changes—a life at almost, all points 4,000 years old! The A.E.C.C. (London, NNW.) ... 1 o o
_artists, Mr, James Clark, R.I,, and bis two able coadjutors, . V. B. (Netherlands) - 1 o o
worked throughout under his supervision and direction in order to E. A. L. (Birkenhead) ... o010 O
secure perfect accuracy at all points, and especially to avoid” the M. K. (Dalston) ... U R o 5 o
confusion of matters dedawesn, fsllahheen and belladeen, into _E, H.T. (Kent) .. o 5 o

.
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“JEHOVAH HATH SPOKEN"
OR .

THE FouxpaTions orF DispexsatioNnarL TRUTH.

iv. THE AcTs OF THE APOSTLES.

2. A Dispensation of Expectancy based on Fehoval's promises.

s the confirmation of “them that heard Him" was

based on the Son's words; and as God’s witness

to their confirmation was based on the Holy Spirit's

works, so the state of expectancy which characterized

the Dispensation covered by the Acts of the Apostles
was based on Jehovah's words.

To see this we need go no further back than MaLacH1
the last of the prophets.

The Old Testament ends with the grave indictment of
Israel’s moral condition; an indictment which charged
the nation with hypocrisy, contempt of God's laws, and
apostasy ; an indictment which the nation had the hardi-
hood to repudiate on every count.

This was a condition which called for and betokened
coming judgment.

The very title of Malachi’s prophecy is most solemn,
significant and instructive, “the burden of the word
of Jehovah to Israel by the hand of Malachi:”

It points to the crisis which the nation had reached.
‘Tt can be understood only as we study it in the light of
’ “ THE, DAY OF HIS COMING.’

Among its closing words was the declaration which
links it on to the opening of the New Testament history.

“ Behold I will send you Evrijan the prophet
before the coming of the great and terrible day of
the LorD " (4. 5).

The New Testament dispensation opens with the
fulfilment of this promise of Jehovah in the person of
Joun THE BapTisT who came to fulfil his mission by
. calling on the nation to REPENT ; the ground being
that the kingdom from Heaven which had been the
subject of Old Testament prophecy had drawn nigh,
and was thus “at hand.”

“ The Messenger of the Covenant ” (Mal 3. 1) Him-
self declared concerning JoHN:

« If ye will receive [him], this is
Elijah who is about to come ' (Matt.11. 14).

This determines the scope of the Gospel history.

The purpose of the Messenger of the Covenant, was
not to ‘‘found a church”; but it was * the day of His
coming * in which the faxthful remnant was to be saved,
and the apostate nation Judged in which the gold and

silver was to be refined, and the dross rejected (3. 3); in
which the ‘‘jewels' were to be gathered (3. 17), and the
“ stubble burned up” (4. 1); in which the ‘*sons” were
to be ¢ spared ” (3. 17), and the * wicked " trodden down
(4. 3). In the midst of the darkness of dismay for the
wicked, ‘‘the Sun of righteousness would arise with
healing in His wings " for the faithful.

The door of hope was not yet closed. Elijah would
be sent; and; if the nation would repent and return to
Jehovah, the “curse” with which the prophecy closes
might be averted.

After four centuries this “day of His coming " drew
near. The dispensation marked by expectation was
begun. There were those who were * waiting for the
Consolatlon of Israel” (Luke 2. 25), and “that looked
for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 2. 38), and others
who ¢ waited for the kingdom of God " (Mark 13. 13),
and who trusted that the crucified one ‘“had been He
that should have redeemed Israel " (Luke 24. 21).

“All men mused in their hearts concerning John

vy

(Luke 3. 15).

Expectation characterized the dispensation covered
by the Four Gospels; and this same expectation was
carried over into the dispensation covered by the Acts
of the Apostles and continued to the end of that book.

This expectation was ba.sed on the word of Jehovah
Himself.

We now give six passages from the Acts which mani-
fest and prove that ExpPECTANCY Wwas its great character-
istic; and, so far from “the Church” beginning at any
part of the book, this condition of expectancy goes on
up to the very last chapter.

(1) THE FIRST PASSAGE: Acts 1.3,6.

At the _vefy commencement we are told of the subject
of the Lord’s teaching during the forty days between
His resurrection and His ascension. It was

“ THE THINGS PERTAINING TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD."”

No other subject is named ; and it is not for us to sup-
pose that the Lord occupied the attention of His
disciples’ with anything else.

How He treated it may be surely gathered from
Luke 24. From that it is clear (1) That His hearers
needed to be wise of heart and quick to believe ALL
that the prophegs had spoken about it (v. 25).

The disciples were in this respect the same as the
Jewish hearers of the Lord, and like all” Jews in the
present day. They were quick to believe what the
prophets had spoken concerning THE GLORY, but
“slow of heart to believe. ALL,"” which included much
concerning the Lord’s SUFFERINGS.

They did not wish to believe that their Messiah was
to suffer: so, among other efforts to explain these pro-
phecies'away, they invented the theory of two Messiahs;
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one, * Messiah the son of David,” who would reign ; and
the other, ¢ Messiah the son of Joseph,” who would sufer.
It may be that John the Baptist referred to this when !
he sent two disciples to ask, “ Art Thou He that should
come or are we to look for another "* ( Matt. 11. 3)?
The Lord did not answer “yes" or ¢ no,” but quoted
the prophecies (Isa. 35. 5, 6; 42,6, 7) which. were
neutral as to the intent of the question, but quite
sufficient to furnish the evidence which truly answered it.
To correct this error in the case of the two disciples
who were going to Emmaus, the Lord asked them :—
“ Ought not Messiah to have suffered these things,
and to enter into His glory ™ (v. 26)?
The Holy Spirit, in a later day declared by Peter,

!
t
|
|
!

that the prophets “ testified beforehand the sufferings of

Messiah, and the glory that should follow " (1 Pet. 1. 11).
Belief of what the prophets had written left only 6ne

difficulty outstanding, and that was the question of |

‘‘time,”

between ‘ the sufferings '’ and * the glory.”

i.e., what period of ‘“time” would elapse :

This dificulty had been experienced by the prophets -

themselves when they
“ Searched, diligently, searching ihat, or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ in them was
signifying, testifying beforehand the sufferings
[pertaining] to Christ, and the glories after these
[sufferings] " (1 Pet. 1. 10).

The disciples,to whom the Lord was speaking in
Acts 1. 3 *“concerning the kingdom of God,” were
perplexed by the same question which had troubled the
prophets : ‘“they asked of Him; saying ¢ Lord, at this
time restorest Thou the kingdom to Israel?’"

But it was dot for them ‘“to get to know times or
seasons which the Father placed in His own authority "’
(Acts 1. 7). -

The time of restoration depended on the fulfilment of
other prophecies. The oldest of all had been spoken by
‘Jehovah to Moses in Lev. 26, where, after describing
Israel’s sins; and the judgments of Captivity and Disper-
sion, He ended with the one unalterable conditiorr made
between Him and the Nation of Israel in Mount Sinai
by the hand of Moses:

“ 1f they shall confess their iniquity,

And the iniquity of their fathers,

 With their trespass whlch they trespassed against

" Me.

And that they also have walked contrary unto Me:

And that I also have walked contrary unto them,

And have brought them unto the land of their
enemies.

IF THEN their uncircumcised hearts be humbled,

"And they THEN accept of the punishment of their
iniquity : A

THEN will I remember My covenant with ]acob

And also My covenant with Isaac,

And also My covenant with Abraham wil I
“remember:

And I will remember the Land" (Lev. 26. 40-42).

———

* Gr. hcurossa different one.

Not allos another (similar) one.
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This was the Scripture remembered and pleaded by
Soroxson in the height of Israel’s glory at the dedication
of the Temple, in the closing words of his prayer

t (1 Kings 6. 46-53).

This was the Scripture which Ezra remembered in
his prayer (Ezra.9.15; 10. 11).

This was the Scripture remembered by NEHEMIAH ip
his prayer (Neh. 1. 5-11) and by the LeviTes in their
prayer (Neh. 9. 26-36).

This was the Scripture which was remembered by
Danier in hiz solemn prayer (ch.9.4-19) “as it was
written in the law of Moses "’ (v. 13).

This Scripture is the basis of Hosea’s appeal :

O ISRAEL, return unto the LORD thy God;
For thou hast fallen by thine iniquity,
Take with you words, and turn to the LORD : Say
unto Him,
“Take away all iniquity,
And receive-us graciously :
So will we render the calves of our lips.

ste P
b *

I will heal their backslidings,

I will love them freely:

For Mine anger is
(Hos. 14. 1-4).

turned away from him"

* *

Who is wise, and he shall understand these things ?
Prudent, and he shall know them? (2. g).

Lev. 26. was the Scripture which was the.ground
of Joux THE BaPTIST's proclamation, “ REPENT, for
the kingdom of heaven has drawn near ” (Matt. 3. 2).

The opening words of the Lord’s ministry were based
on the same Scripture:

“ From that time (when John's ministry had ended
Matt. 4. 12]) began Jesus to proclaim and to say,
“REPENT: for the kingdom of heawen has
drawn near " (Matt. 4. 17).
This was the basis of PETER's appeal on the day of

‘Pentecost; when those whom he addressed asked, “ Men

and brethren, what shall we do?
them :
“REPENT, and be baptized every one.of you in
tbe Name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.
‘and ye shall receive the gift of pneuma hagion,
For the promise is unto you and'to your children,
and to all that are afar off, (i.c. the Dispersion,
Dan. 9. 7.), even as many as the Lorp our God
shall call” (Acts 2. 37-40). e
“This Scripture was the basis of PETER’s second
appeal in Acts 3. 19:26.
Alas, all these appeals were alike unheeded ; and the
history of the Acts closes PETER's Ministry with the

Then Peter said unto

rejection of the testimony by the nation, in Jersalem -

and the Land in the stoning of STEPHEN, and Peter’s
own imprisonment ; while-Paul’s ministry closes in Acts
28. with the formal rejection of his appeal by the scat-
tered tribes in Rome, the capital of their Dispersion,
after an appointed, all-day conference with “ many " of
“the chief of the Jews" (vo. 17-28). '

ce
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After that final and formal rejection their City was
destroyed, their Temple burnt : and, all that they have
to-day of that Sacred Temple area is

A WaiLing Prace
while throughout their dispersion they continue to De-
wail, not their national sin, but its consequences; not
their crime, but their calamities. v

For forty days the Lord spoke to them ¢ concerning
the kingdom of God,” explaining why He must needs
have.SUFFERED, and assuring them that in the Father’s
own time #le would ** enter into His Glory.”

Meanwhile they were to make proclamation of
Repentance, as the one condition of national restoration
and blessing.

(2) THE SECOND PASS.—\GE Acts L. 11,

This also made the period covered by the Acts of the
Apostles a Dispensation of Expectancy.

Immediately after the JLord had ascended, the
disciples were assured by Angelic testimony that

o« This same Jesus which is taken up from you
into Heaven, shail SO come, IN LIKE MANNER
as ye have seen Him go into heaven (Acts 1. 11).

assurance caused them to return to Jerusalem after the
Ascension “ WITH GREAT JOY.”

Are we to believe that they would have gone back
“praising and blessing God continually " if they had
not believed the Lord’'s word? or if they had thought
He meant that this joy was not to be realised till after
some 1900 years ?

Is it possible that, in the same breath, the expression
“a little while” meant only a few days in the first
clause, and nineteen centuries in the next clause ?

Surely, it is impossible; and it is equally impossible
to suppose that their ‘great joy” on hearing that
solemn promise was misplaced. .

The only explanation that satisfies all these difficulties,
is that the promised Parousia might possibly take place
at nodistant date, the one condition being the obedience
of the Nation and of the Dispersion to the demand for
repentance.

Surely it must be evident that the result of .this pro-
clamation to ** Repent,” could not properly have been

+ assumed at that time one way or the other.

. They were standing on Mount Olivet and were thus ,
reminded of Zechariah's prophecy (14.4.) concerning

the coming day of the Lord’s return when

“ His FEET SHALL STAND UPON THE MOUNT oOF
Ovrives.”

These words were spoken to the disciples. They
referred only to the fact, not to the time. The Lord had
already instructed them that “the Father had put that
in His own authority.”

But they must, from that moment, have lived in the .

constant hope and etpectat:on of the fulfilment of that
promise.

"They did not go about their business with the settled
conviction that that fulfilment was not to take placé
until some 1900 vears had run their course; for had

not the Lord Himself declared while He was yet with

them, how;
“ A little while, and ye shall NOT SEE Me:
And again, a little while, and ye SHALL SEE
Me " (John 16. 16.).
The omission of any reference to #sme perplexed them,

as it had the prophets; and, as it had troubled the two .

going to Emmaus, and the eleven in Acts 1. 6. Hence,
they at once questioned among themselves as to what
time the Lord meant: ¢ \What is this that He saith
‘A little while?” We cannot tell what He saith:”
But the Lord with great solemnity replied,
“ Verily, Verily, I say unto you
- Ye shall be sorrowful,
But your sorrow shall be turned into joy
Ye now therefore have sorrow;
But [ will see you again
And your heart shall rejoice
And your joy no man taketh from you” (]ohn
16. 17-22).
Still there was no .intimation as to fime; but thls

(3) THE THIRD PASSAGE: Acts 2.16-20.

“THIS is THAT which is spoken by the prophet

Joetl:
¢ It shall come to pass in the last days, saith God,

That I will pour out from My Spirit upon all flesh;*

And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

And your young men shall see visions,

And your old men shall dream dreams ;-

And on My bond-servants, and on My bondwomen
in those days

I will pour out from My Spirit :

And they shall prophesy :

And I will shew wonders in heaven above,

And signs in the earth beneath;

Blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:

And the sun shall be turned into darkness,

And the moon into blood,

Before that ‘great and notable day of the Lorp
come” (Joel 2. 28-32).

In this passage we bave a Divine and authoritative
interpretation of JoEL's great prophecy.

We all know but too well, how we have struggled
with this passage in order to clear up the difficulty
involved in explaining— ‘¢ this is that,”” and how un-
satisfactory we have inwardly felt it to be.

But all is clear, the moment we look at the passage
in its dispensational perspective.

JoEL is speaking by the Spirit of the events v.hxch
should take place ‘““in the last days” of that dispen-
sation, before, and leading up fo, and ending with * the
day of the Lord " ' ‘

“The last days" of verse 17 are “those days” of
v. 18 and the beginning of JoEL's prophecy was being
fulfilled before their very eyes.

They refer to *‘the day of His coming” of Mal. 3. 2
and 4.1; and “those days" _of Matt. 24, 2q.

All speak of the same events, notably the latter words
of the Lord Himself; and all speak of those days as
being near at hand.
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‘How much more simple,and easy; and satisfactory\ Each one is clear, plain, and p'erfectly easy of under-
it is to believe God’s word, than to explain it away | standing.
because on the one hand we cannot suppose that JoeL All that is needed is a childlike faith to believe God,
is prophesying of the shibboleth—¢the Church began | and to hear'what He has caused to be * written for our
at Pentecost,” and on the other hand we cannot believe | learning.”
with the vast majority, that “the day of the Lord” At the close of Peter's address in Acts 2. 40, we
actually dld come, at the destructxon of Jerusalem! have a brief outline showing how those *‘ that gladly .

... Nothing will satisfy PETER’ 'squotation and interpreta- received his word were baptized;’ and how they were
* tion of JoEL's prophecy, except the dispensational truth enlightened bY it and were already “tasting the
-that Pentecost saw the beglnmng of the events which | beavenly gift,” and *became partakers of pneuma
should lead up to, and end in the restoration of the hagion (i.e. spiritual gifts); and had *'tasted the good
kingdom to Israel (which was the subject of Jorr's | Word of God ™ and *the’ mlghty works (or mlracles) of
words ; and that the complete fulfilment- of them was | the age about [to come].” g
suspended and postponed on account of Israel’s con- Peter’s hearers are thus described in” Heb. 6. 4, 5;
tinued and persistent disobedience to the call to repent, | and, in Acts 2. 43 we are told how tl'-xey tasted .the
on which the prophecy was based. Divine socialism of the kingdom. ;. by havm.g “all thlrlgs
The promise which involved the pouring out of the | in common,” which the world is now vainly reaching
Spirit upon ‘“all flesh” was not then fulfilled, for after, tired of man’s evident failure.to attain anything
the same reason. This of itself shows that the only @ like good government; and how they had tasted ‘the
reason was because of Israel’s impenitence, and not : signs’ and wonders” which were wrought by the
- because of the failure of ]ehovah's word. The fulness | Apostles; and how they sold their possessions’and

of that pourmg out on all flesh is therefore postponed. l goods and parted them to .311 as every man h?»d need.
This is a satisfactory solution of all the difficulties ; These were not the signs of the founding of the
_with whick mistaken views have surrounded this | church. At any rate we see no such signs now, nor
important Scripture .| are we likely to doso! v
; . y .
(4) THE FOURTH PASSAGE: Acts 2. 40; These were among the signs of. the new age, which

‘was even then about to come.”

“They continued daily with one accord in the
Temple.” They were not occupied with framing an
“ organized Christianity.” But they were worshipping -
the God of their Fathers in His own Temple in
Jérusalem. They were ‘“not forsaking the assembling
. . of themselves together,” but exhorting one another
- our Lord had spoken in Matt. 24. 34. s and the more so asgthey saw“THE DAY APPROACH-

It was the same "generatlon—that wicked and ING"; ‘“the day” of which JozL had prophesied and
adtlterous generation,” that was warnedi by JOHN THE PETER had testified.

BAPTIST to flee from the coming wrath. ' g
"It was that same generation whichhadtheunparalleled wl'f: ?:fis::lmti gle?;vd;ﬁ;::dn::)r?e:ﬁafl?:r fI s;?:h:: _f
. privilege of seeing and hearing the Son of man Himself, ) h which b }? hp he
which was filling up the measure of its iniquities, and: sational truth which God was then making through the.
' P q ’ Apostles, they ceased to offer sacrifices and therefore |

ovir :hr}::hdjuggmenlt ;vas ;l:enGlmpe:l:cti;]ng ts of that -broke their bread (i, e. ““ ate their meat ") no longer in the
uke had chronicied ig A1s Lx0spe’ the events ot that”, Temple courts but “at home" in their own houses

. generation begmmng at 'B.c. 4 and ending with the (Acts 2. 46).

‘ -;oar;:lss death m 'tD 29’ thus covermg the Lord’s 33 Those who continued to offer sacnﬁces, demed the

) - offering of the one sacrifice of Christ offered ““once for
The generanon Wthh heard the appeal of PeTER in all”; fnd such are described inHeb. 1’0 29 as ‘“ treading

. ’_‘._Acts2 began from a.p. 29 and ran fron thence to about | under foot the Son of God, counting the blood of the
v, ADs 62, covering another .and s:mllar perxod of about‘ covenant an unholy thmg" of which,He had said * this
K .33 years, and endmg with Acts 28.° 25,.26." . Bt

=774 This untoward generation” of Acts 2. was there- [cup] is My blood of the New Covenant which'is shed

foté the same which had heard the proclamation of Joun forrLt:e ‘r;xr;isg): of sx;:s hiMattb26 2r8n) de. f 4 the
- “THE BaAPTIST and the LORD to “repent and turn to the. y ovenan VIDg been mace, forme '

« And with many other words did he (PETER)
testify and exhort them, saying, Save yourselves
from this untoward generation. .

These concluding words of Peter's first address '
establish the fact that the generation, to which Peter-
referred was the same as *this generation” of which

1

b ' ‘| very basis of PETER's second appeal, in this fifth pass

< Lord. Lo ! K .

L - - : age in the Acts now under consideration. '

5. This bringsus to. . ¢

) : It was brought about by one of the “many signs and
. (5) THE FIFTH PASSAGE: ACtS 3. 12- 25 '| wonders™ done by the Apostles (Acts 2. 43). .

S Ttis peedless to quote this long passage in full. Our : The miracle took p]ace probably some few days after
.“readers must find and read it for themselves and recewe  the day of Pentecost ~We are not told what time
the words as’coming direct from God the Holy Spirit. . _elapsed, but’ it was on one of those days on whlch.

! Fortunateiy none of these passages depends om’ kny 44 Peter and ]ohn went up together into the Temple at B
madequate translanon or any pecuhar mterpretanon <l the hour of prayer, ‘being. the mnth hour.'g(a‘bout our

oem Twm -,.
: . r<44.
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3 p.m) Acts 3.1., and the lame man was healed at the
Gate of the Temple.

“The miracle produced so great an effect on the people
that they were * filled with wonder” and amazement.

Thisled to Peter’s seccond address in which he charged
home on the people the enormity of their guiltin denying
the Holy One and the Just and desiring a murderer to
be spared, and killing the Pnnce of Life, closmg w1th
the words :

¢ And now, brethren Iknow that through xgnor-
ance ye did it, as did your rulers also. -*

But those things which God before announceq by
the mouth of .all His holy prophets that Messiah
should suffer, He hath thus fulfilled. THERE-
FORE repent ye and turn {to the Lord], FOR
THE REMISSION OF YOUR SINS so that

" there may come seasons of refreshing from the
presence of the LORD, and [that]
HE yay sexp JEsus CHRIST

Who was before proclaimed to you, Whom
heaven indeed must receive till the times of
restoration of all things which God spoke by the
mouth of all His holy prophets from ages [past] "
(Acts 3. 18- 21)

AN

PETER went on'to quote Moskes (Deut. 18.18), and

specially to mention SamveErL. Apnd why SamvEL?
Because SaMUEL was the prophet who first denounced
Israel's sin in rejecting Jehovah as their King, and
desiring a man instead, like the nations around them.

How suitable and how solemn was this reference to
SaMUEL’'s name at this critical moment in the later

history of Israel, when the nation. was again reject- .
ing their king, and the promise of Jehovahto “SEND" |

Hlm to reign over them !
.We need not dwell further on this lmportant address
of PETER's.” And surely it is hardly necessary for us
“to, press home the solemn alternative that on any other

interpretation we are to suppose that the Holy Spirit -
~“Who was speakmg by Peter, was mockmg the nation
when that sending |

.by promising to ‘“send Jesus Christ,"”
was not then imminent, on the condition named.
"Surely those “seasons of refreshing” and those
“times of restoration’ were not then some nineteen
centuries away in the far distant future.
" . What urgent motive for immediate national repen-
tance would such a promise have been ? ?
- The Lord Himself had spoken of these *times™
the ‘‘ regeneration (Matt

lent for this ““ restoration.’ ThlS latter was the work of

-John the Bapnst who would bave been, had they received .

:im, the Elijah which was for to come (Mark 9. r2).
Thls “time " is fixed for us in v. 20 when the send-
mg, or coming of Jesus Christ is specified, as the

period " in whxch all the ' prophecies concerning the.

glories were to be realised.
. Alas, the condition demanded was not complied thh

Nexther the Nation nor the Dispersion repeated; hence .

all the expected blessmgs were necessanly postponed
and are, thérefore now.in abeyance.’
U e L

‘u.

-

9. 20) which is the equwa- i

They could not be fulﬁlled in the eefablxshment of‘

“the Christian Church.” No amount of holiness on
the part of individuals could produce the physical
marvels connected with the ¢ restoration "’ spoken of by
.the prophets, when the desert should blossom as the
rose, and waters  should break out in the wilderness
! (Isa. 35, &c.).

There was certamly no such “restoration” at the
- destruction of Jerusalem, as many vamly 1mag1ne
That was followed by a still further “scattering” and
not the promised * gathering.” We bave only to read
Jer. 30 and 31 to be convinced of this.’

There remains only one other
considered.

(6) THE SIXTH P\SSAGE Acts 17. 30, 31.

- This was uttered by the Apostle Paul to Gentiles in
Athens. There, he was not speaking of -the fulfilment
of Old Testament prophecies, but stating facts, and
among them was this:

“God now charges all men everywhere to
repent, because. he set a day in which He is about
to judge the [habitable] world in righteousness by
a Man Whom He appointed, having given proof
to all by baving raised Him from among the dead.”

Only two remarks are needed: '

(1) that the ‘“day” spoken of here, is the same
“day " which has been referred to in all the Scriptures
we have quoted, and

(2).that the Verb translated «“ He will judge” is not
|, the future tense of the one verb to judge, but is a
‘combination of two different Verbs: viz., the Present
-Tense of the Verb mello=to be about to; and the Infini-
tive Mood of the Verb krinj=to judge.

Again we note that the Apostle was not speaking of
an event that would take place nearly two millenniums
distant, but of a judgment that might then ere long
take place; and, in asserting this fact he'is referring to
~and “coofirming” the words of the Lord in John 5.
22, 27.

The above six passages from ‘the Acts of the
<Apostles are sufficient to establish our second point,
and to show that, without further argument, this book

covers a unique and distinct Dispensation characterized
by being a period of EXPECTATION.

‘D_ﬁ
. Q

passage to be
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THE PRAYERS OF THE LORD'S PRISONER
"~ Phil. 1. g-11.

nose of our readers who considered with us The

Gospel in Philippians " (Things to Come, 1912),
. will remember that we found no doctrinal statements
regarding the Gospel but rather that great emphasis
was placed upon the prnctxcal outworkxng of the

“ vaatlon of Godv"
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The same element is discoverable in the prayer we
are now to consider. The prayers in Ephesians
include in their petitions the great doctrines of the dis-
pensation of the Mystery. The prayer in Philippians
gives prominence to the great practical outcome of
those glorious doctrines.

In Ephesians we heard the apostle praymv that the
believer might ¢ get to know the love of Christ which
passeth knowledge.” Here he prays that the believer
himself may have so learned the love of Christ, that
his “love may abound yet more and more.”

In Eph. 3, the apostle prayed that the knowledge of
the great love of Christ might lead to their being ¢ filled
with all the fulness of God.” Here he prays concerning_
their love abounding yet more and more, and connects
it with their being ¢ filled with the fruits of righteous-
ness.” He desired fruit. that might abound to their
account (Phil. 4. 17).

“And this L pray that your love may abound yet
more and more, in full knowledge and all discernment,
that ye may.try the things which differ, that ye may
be sincere and without offence unto the day. of Christ,
having been filled with the fruit of righteousness,
which is through Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise
of God " (Phil. 1. 9-11).

When the apostle instructed the Philippians to make
their requests known unto God, he told them with their

_ prayer to link thanksgiving (Phil. 4. 6).

-

So in Phil. 1.3 we read, “I thank my God upon
every remembrance of you.” One of the reasons for
this thanksgiving and prayer is discovered to us in
verse 7. ““Because I have you in my heart.” The
A.V. gives in the margin, or “ye have me in your
heart.” In either case we realize that a deep and real
affection bound the apostle to these saints, a real and
practical exhibition of that for which he prayed, “ that
your love may abound.” In verse 8 again the heart of
the apostle is shown for a moment when he tells the

, Philippians that God is his witness how he longed over

ttiem all in the tender affections of Jesus Christ. -
We may feel sure that one suffering imprisonment

‘as Paul was, and yet feeling so greatly for the welfare

of the saints at Philippi, would pray for the things
which were most vital and important for them,

Before looking more closely at the things prayed for,
let us get a general idea of the scope of the passage
from the structure.

"Phil. 1. 3-26. Paul’s care for the Philippians.

3-5¢
present attainment.

6-8. Confidence that God will perform or
perfect what He has begun. -

9-11., Prayer for their present and future blessmg
in view of the need of discernment. -

B | 12-26. Confidence regarding the preaching of
I the Gospel and the re‘lease of the apostle.

.The first plea of thie apostle is for abounding love (v 9).
. From this spring two main branches, knowledge and
. discernment. From these are developed the power to
discern the things which differ, and tbe blessed position

.

B

A

Thanksgiving for thelr past fellowshxp and |

 know none fully.

of realizing that one is sincere and gives no occasiqn
of stumbling.

Let us consider this abounding love. The teaching
of Philippians is eminently practical. We must kave
the truth of Ephesians in order to be able to appreciate
the message of Philippians. In Eph. 8. the apostle
prayed that the believer might be *‘ rooted and grounded
in love.” Now he prays for that love to abound.
Eph. 3 shows us the #00f. Phil. 1 the fruiz.

It is useless to expect fruit without first of all having
the root, and until we have, in some degree at least,
been led to appreciate the wonderful message of
Ephesians, we shall not be ready to grasp the prayer
of Philippians.

The word “abound ” is of great interest.

In Phil. 4. 12 the apostle wrote, “ 1 know both how
to be abased, and I know how to abound; everywhere
and in all .things I am instructed both to be full and to
be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.”

Here the contrast is sharply drawn, and shows that
the pnrnary meaning of this wordis ‘“to be over and
above.”

It is thke word used in Eph. 1. 7, 8, “ The riches of
His grace wherein He hath .abounded towards us.”
Abounding grace calls for abounding love e are to
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.

This abounding overflowing love is to lead to know-
ledge To read these words, as before God, is to
receive a rebuke which may be salutary.

How little we realize the power and prominence of
love. The inspired summnary of love in 1 Cor. 13.
needs to be continually read. Knowledge without love
is nothing worth. ¢Though I have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all know-
ledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could
remove mountains, and have not love, I am nothing.”
Brethren, we need this word of exhortation. Some of
us have been searching the Scriptures and by the grace
of God we have beheld wondrous things therein.

. None of us can dare to say that we understand all-

mysteries, we are too conscious of the fact that we
. But even though we knew the
whole truth concerning the One Body, the great
Mystery, even though we may have knowledge suffi-

cient to resolve all problems and difhculties that are
before the student of dispensational truth, even though
we had 'attained to such heights, and had not love, wc"

| should be nothing.

The surest way to bitterness, strife, contention,
division, and all the heart-breaking results of faction
and sectanamsrm, is knowledge unaccompanied by, and
not sprmgmg out of LOVE.,

Knowledge of the Word of Truth rightly divided, if
not. received and circumscribed with _love, will
assuredly ¢ puff up.” We shall merit the scorn of
Job, * No doabt but ye -are the people, and wisdom
shall die with you.” -Love will reveal the utter
unwonhmess of any to the least of all God's favéurs,
and the greater the believer’s knowledge of His nghty'
Grace, tHe deeper in humlhtv wﬂl he be foun -

- L]
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